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TRACTS 


REX.4TITE  TO 


IRELAND. 


▼OL.  VII. 


The  Tracts  relating  ta  Ireland  are  those  of  a  pablic  nature,  m 
-which  the  Dean  appears  in  the  best  light,  because  they  do 
honour  to  his  heart  as  well  as  to  his  head ;  furnishing  some 
additional  proofs,  that,  though  he  was  very  free  in  his  abuse 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  as  well  natives  as  foreigners, 
he  had  their  interest  sincerely  at  heart,  and  perfectly  under- 
stood it.  His  Sermon  upon  doing  Good,  though  peculiarly 
adapted  to  Ireland,  and  Wood's  designs  upon  it,  contains  per* 
Kaps  the  best  motives  to  patriotism  that  ever  were  delivered 
within  so  small  a  compass.-^BuBKE. 


A  LETTER 

TO 

A  MEMBER  OF  PARLIAMENT  IN  IRELAND, 

OK  CHOOSING  A  NEW  SPEAKER  THERE,  1708. 


5 We  bare  already  noticed,  thai,  in  1707-8,  the  Whig  mioistenl 
relaBd  were  determined  to  abolish  the  Sacramental  Test,  and 
that  Swift  used  erery  efibrt  to  frustrate  their  plan,  and  finally 
succeeded.  This  letter,  upon  the  choice  of  a  Speaker,  has  imm^ 
diate  reference  to  the  controversy.    See  Vol.  IX.  p.  47*]] 


Sir, 

Vou  may  easily  believe  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
at  what  you  tell  me,  since  it  is  but  a  confirmation 
of  my  own  conjecture  that  I  sent  you  last  week,  and 
made  you  my  reproaches  upon  at  a  venture.  It 
looks  exceedingly  strange,  yet  I  believe  it  to  be  a 
great  truth,  that  in  order  to  carry  a  point  in  your 
house,  the  two  following  circumstances  are  of  great 
advantage:  first,  to  have  an  ill  cause ;  and  second- 
ly, to  be  a  minority.  For  both  these  circumstances 
are  extremely  apt  to  invite  men,  to  make  them  assi- 
duous in  their  attendance,  watchful  of  opportunities, 
zealous  for  gaining  over  proselytes,  and  often  sue- 
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cessful;  which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  fa- 
vour and  interest  are  on  the  side  of  their  opinion. 
Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  a  majority  with  a  good 
cause  are  negligent  and  supine.  They  think  it  suf- 
ficient to  declare  themselves  upon  opinion  in  favour 
of  their  party  ;  but' sailin]^  against  the  tide  of  favour 
and  preferment,  they  are  easily  scattered  and  driven 
back.  In  short,  they  want  a  common  principle  to 
cement,  and  motive  to  spirit  thern :  for,  Ihe  bare 
a(!^ting  upon  a  principle,  from  the  dictates  6f  a  good 
conscience,  or  prospect  of  serving  the  public,  will 
not  go  very'  far  under  the'  present  dispositions  of 
mankind.  This  was  amply  verified  last  session  of 
parliament,  upon  occasion  of  the  money  bill,  the 
merits  of  which  I  shall  not  pretend  to  examine.  It 
is  enough,  that  upon  the  ^rst  news  of  its  transmis- 
sion hither,  in  the  form  in  which  it  afterwards  ap- 
peared,' the  members,  upon  discourse  with  their 
friends,  seemed  unanimous  against  it ;  I  mean  those 
of  both  parties,  except  a  few,  who  were  looked  upon 
as  persons  ready  to  go  any  lengths  prescribed  them 
by  the  court.  Yet,  with  only  a  weak  canvassing 
among  a  very  few  hands,  the  bill  passed,  after  a  full 
debate,  by  a  very  great  majority.  Yet,  I  believe 
yoU  will  hardly  attempt  persuading  me,  or  any  body 
else,  that  one  man  in  ten,  of  those  who  changed 
their  language,  were  moved  by  reasons  any  way  afc 
fecting  the  merits  of  the  cause,  but  merely  through 
hope,  fear,  indolence,  or  good  manners.  Nay^  I 
have  been  assured  from  good  hands,  that  there  was 
still  a  number  sufficient  to  make  a  majority  against 
the  bill,  if  they  had  not  apprehended  the  other  side 
to  be  secure  ;  and  therefore  thought  it  impriidenc^, 
by  declaring  themselves,  to  disoblige  the  govern- 
ment to  no  purpose. 

Reflecting  upon  this,  and  forty  other  passages,  in 
the  several  houses  of  commons  since  the  revolution^ 
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makes  me  apt  to  thiak>  there  is  nothing  a  chief  go- 
vePROr  can  be  commanded  ;to  attempt  here,  wherein 
he  may  not  fiaicoeed,  with  a  very  competent  share  of 
addres^y  atid  with*  such  assistance  as  he  will  always 
find  Yeady^at  his  devotion.     And  therefore  I  repeat 
what  I  said  at  first,  that  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at 
what  ydu^  tell  me.     For,  if  there  had  been  the  least' 
spark  of  public  spirit  left,  those  who  wished  well  to 
tbeijr 'country ,%  and  its  constitution  in  church  and 
state,  shoutdVupQn  the  first  news  of  the  late  speaker's 
prom^oa^  (and  you  and  I  know  it  might  have  been 
done  a  great  deal  sooner)  have  immediately  gone* 
together^.and  consulted  about  the  fittest  person  to 
su6oebd>  htm.     BQt,  by  all  I  cati  comprehend,' you* 
have-  b«afa'so  far  from  proceeding  thus,  that  it  hard^ 
fy  e^ei^  came  into  any  of  your  heads.     And  the  rea- 
son y^m  i  givey  i«  the  worst  in  the  world  :  That  none 
offe^^^td|i6(tiselves,  and  you  kriew  not  whon^  to  pitcK 
upomi  xllseemSi^however^  the  other  party  was  more 
resolved^  or  at  least  not  so  modest:  for,  you  say, 
your'vote»is  engaged  against  your  opinion,  and  se- 
veral gentlemen  in  my  neighbourhood  tell  me  the 
sam^iiltopy  of  themselves.     This,  I  confess,  is  of  an 
unusQal  strain,  and  a  good  many  steps  below  any 
cottdescensions  a  court  will,   I  hope,  ever  require 
from  you:     I  shall   not  trouble  myself  to  inquire, 
who'll' the  person  for  whom  you  and  others  are  en- 
gag^d,  o»  whetiier  there  be  more  candidates  from 
that  aid^^  than  one.    You  tell  me  nothing  of  either; 
and  I  never  thought  it  worth  the  question  to  any 
bodyi  else*     But,  in.so  weighty  an  affaifi  and  eigainst 
youp  judgment,  I  cannot  look  upon  ybu  as  irrevo- 
cably- determined*     Therpfore  I  desire  you  will  give 
me  leave  tp^reason  with  you  a  little  upon  the  sub* 
ject;  lest'your  compTiarice,  or  inadvertency,  should 
put  you  upon  wliat  you  may  have  cajise  to  repent  of, 
as  long  as  you  live. 
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.  You  know  very  well,  the  grejat.  businesa  of  the 
high-flying  whigs,  at  this  juncture,  is  to  endeavour  a 
repeal  of  the  test  clause.  You  know  likewise  that 
the  moderate  men,  both  of  high  and  low  churchy 
profess  to  be  wholly  averse  from  this  design,  as 
thinking  it  beneath,  the  policy  of  common  gar*, 
deners,  to  cut  down  the  only  hedge  that  shelters 
from  the  north.*  Now  I  will  put  the  case;  Ijf  the 
person  to  whom  you  have  promised  ,  your  vote,  be 
one  of  whom  you  have  the  least  apprehension,  that 
he  will  promote  or  assent  to  the  repealing  o{  that 
clause,  whether  it  be  decent  or  proper  he  should  be 
the  mouth  of  an  assembly  whereof  a  very  great  ma- 
jority pretend  to  abhor  his  opinion !  Can  a  body, 
whose  mouth  and  heart  must,  go  so  contrariwise* 
ever  act  with  sincerity,  or  hardly  with  con$istepcy  ? 
Such  a  man  is  no  proper  .vehicle  to  retaiu.or  Qopvey 
the  sense  of  the  house,  which  in  so  many  points  of 
the  greatest  moment  will  be  directly  contrary  to  his, 
It>  is  full  as  absurd,  as  to  prefer  a  man  toa  bisboprio 
vbo  denies  revealed  religion.  But  it  may  possibly  be 
a  ;giFeat  deal  worse.  What  if  the  person  you  design 
^;Vi>^e^into  that  important  post,  should  not  only  be 
a  declared  enemy  of  the  sacramental  test,  but  should 
prove  to  be  a  solicitor,  and  encourager,  or  even  a 
pejiner  of  addresses  to  complain  of  it  ?  Do  you  think 
It  ^o  indifferent  a  thing,  that  a  promise  of  course, 
■^he  elSect  of  compliance,  importunity,  shame  of  re- 
fusing, or  any  the  like  motive,  shall  oblige  you  past 
the  power  of  retracting  ? 

Perhaps  you  will  tell  me,  as  some  have  already 
had  the  weakness,  that  it  is  of  little  importance  to 
either  party  to  have  a  speaker  of  their  side,  his 


*  AUudiDg  to  tbe  PresbyterianB. 
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business  being  only  to  take  the  sense  of  the  house^ 
and  report  it  5  that  you  often,  at  committees,  put  an 
able  speaker  into  the  chair,  on  purpose  to  prevent 
him  from  stopping  a  bill.     Why,  if  it  were  no  more 
than  this,  I  believe  I  should  hardly  choose,  even 
among  my  footmen,  such  a  one  to  deliver  a  message, 
whose  interest  and  opinion  led  him  to  wish  it  might 
miscarry.     But  I  remember  to  have  heard  Colonel 
Birch  of  Herefordshii'e  say,  "  That  he  was  a  very 
sorry  speaker,  whose  single  vote  was  not  better  thanr 
fifty  common  ones."     I  am  sure  it  is  reckoned  in 
England  the  first  great  test  of  the  prevalency  of 
either  party  in  the  house.     Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton 
thought  that  a  house  of  commons  with  a  stinking . 
breath   (supposing  the  speaker  to  be  the  mouth) 
would  go  near  to  infect  every  thing  within  the  walls, 
and  a  great  deal  without,     it  is  the  smallest  part  of 
an  able  speaker's  business  what  he  performs  in  the 
house ;  at  least,  if  he  be  in  with  the  court,  when  it 
is  hard  to  say  how  many  converts  may  be  made 
in  a  circle  of  dinners  or  private  cabals.     And  you 
and  I  easily  call  to  mind  a  gentleman  in  that  sta- 
tion in  England,  who  by  his  own  arts,  and  personal 
credit,  was  able  to  draw  over  a  majority,  and  change 
the  whole  power  of  a  prevailing  side  in  a  nice  junc* 
ture  of  affairs,  and  make  a  parliament  expire  in  one 
party,  who  had  lived  in  another. 

I  am  far  from  an  inclination  to  multiply  party 
causes ;  but  surely  the  best  of  us  can  with  very 
ill  grace  make  that  an  objection,  who  has  not  been 
so  nice  in  matters  of  much  less  importance.  Yet  I 
have  heard  some  persons  of  both  sides  gravely  de- 
liver themselves  in  this  manner :  "  Why  should  we 
make  the  choosing  of  a  speaker  a  party  cause  ?  Let 
us  fix  npon  one,  who  is  well  versed  in  the  practices 
and  methods  of  parliament."  And  I  believe  (there 
are  too  many  who  would  talk  at  the  same  rate,  if 
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the  question  were  not  only  about  abolishing  the  sa*' 
oramental  test,  but  the  sacrament  itself^ . 

But  suppose  the  principles  of  the  :most  artful 
speaker  would  have  no  influence,  either  to  obtain 
or  obstruct  any  point  in  parliament ;  who  can  an- 
swer what  effects  such  a  choice  may  produce  with?* 
out  doors  i  It  is  obvious  how  such  a  matter  serves 
to  raise  the  spirits  and  hopes  of  the  dissenters,  and 
their  high-flying  advocates :  what  lengths  they  run. 
What  conclusions  they  form,  and  what  hopes  they 
entertain.  Do  they  hear  of  a  new  friend  in  office  ? 
that  is  encouragement  enough  to  practise  the  city, 
against  the  opinion  of  a  majority,  into  an  address 
to,  the  queen  for  repealing  the  sacramental  test ; 
or  issue  out  their  orders  to  the  next  fanatic  parson^ 
to  furbish  up  his  old  sermons,  and  preach  and  print 
new  ones  directly  against  episcopacy.  I  would 
lay  a  good  wager,  that  if  the  choice  of  a  new  speak- 
er succeeds  exactly  to  their  liking,  we  shall  see  it 
seen  followed  by  many  new  attempts,  either  in  the 
form  of  pamphlet,  sermon,  or  address>  to  the  same^ 
or  perhaps  more  dangerous  purposes* 

Supposing  the  speaker's  office  to  be  only  an 
employment  of  profit  and  honour,  and  a  step  to 
a  better  ;  since  it  is  in  your  own  gift,  will  yoi^  not 
choose  to  bestow  it  upon  some  person,  whose  prin-  , 
ciples  the  majority  of  you  pretendsf  to  approve,  if  it 
were  only  to  be  sure  of  a  worthy  man  herieafter,  in 
a  high  station,  on  the  bench,  or  at  the  bar  ? 

I  confess,  if  it  were  a  thing  possible  to  be  com- 
passed, it  would  seem  most  reasonable,  to  fill  the 
chair  with  some  person,  who  would  be  entirely 
devoted  to  neither  party :  but,  since  there  are  so 
few  of  that  character,  and  those  either  unqualifiecj 
or  unfriended,  I  cannot  see  how  a  majority  will 
answer  it. to  their  reputation,  to  be  so  ill  provided  of 
able  piersoijis,  that  they  must  h^ve  recourse  to  theiip 
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adversaries  for  a  leader :  a  proceeding,  of  which  I 
never  mcjt  with  above  ona  example,  and  even  that 
succefed^d  but  ill,  thoogh  it  v^as  recommended  by  an 
oracle,  which  advised  some  city  in  Greece  to  beg 
a  general  from  th^ir  eneitaies,  who,  in  scorn,  sent 
&em'  either: a  Addl^r  or  a  poet,  I  have  forgotten 
which.;  aiid  sooniich  I  remember,  that  his  conduct 
was  suchy  l^at  they  soon  ginew  weary  of  him. 

You  pretend  to  be  heartily  resolved  s^ainst  re^ 
pealing  the  sacramental  te^;  yet,  at  the  same  time, 
give  the  only  great  employment  you  have  to.  dis- 
pose ofy  to  k  person,  wbo  will*  take  that  test  against 
stomach  (by  which  word  I  understand  many  a  man's 
conscience) ;  who  earnestly  wislies  it  repealed,  and 
will  endeavour  it  to  the  utmost  of  his  power ;  .sp 
that  the  first  action  after  you  meet,  will  b^  a  sort  of 
contravention  to>  that  test :  and  will  any  body  go 
farther  than,  your  practice^  to  judge  of  your  priu^ 
ciples  ?         (      ;  u;     > 

And  now  I.  am  upon  this  subject,  I  cannot;  con-» 
elude,  without  saying  something  to  a  very  popu-^ 
lar  argument  against  that .  sacramental  test,  which 
may  be  apt  to  shake  many  of  thos^,  who  would 
otherwise  wish  well  enough  to  it.  They  say  it  was 
a  new  hardship  put  upon  the .  dissenters,  without 
any  prov^ation ;  and,  it  is  plain,  could  b^  no  way 
necessary,  because  we  had  peaceably  lived  together 
so  long  without  it*  They  add  some  other  circum« 
stances,  of  the  arts  by  which  it  was  obtained,  and 
the  person  by  whom  it  was  inserted.  Surely  such 
people  <lo  not  consider^  that  the  penal  laws  against 
dissenters  were  made  wholly  ineffectual^  by  the 
connivance  aud  mercy  of  the  government ;  so  tliat 
all  employments  of  the  state  lay  as.  open  to  them  a& 
they  did  to  th^  best  and  most  legal  subjects.  And 
what  progress  |hey  would  have  made,,  by  the  advan- 
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tages  of  a  late  conjunction, .  is  obvious  to  imagine ; 
IV Inch  I  take  to  be  a  full  answer  to  that  objection. 

I  remember,  upon  the  .  transmission  of  that  bill 
ivith  the  test  clause  inserted^  the  dissenters  and 
their  partisans,  among  either  topics,  spoke  much, 
of  the  good  effects  produced  by  the  lenity  of  the. 
government ;  that  the  presbyterians  were  grown* 
very  inconsiderable  in  their  number  and  quality, 
and  would  daily  come  into  the  church,  if  we  did 
not  fright  them  from  it  by  new  severities.  When 
the  act  was  passed,  they  presently  changed  their 
style,  and  raised  a  damour  through  both  king^ 
doms,  of  the  great  numbers  of  considerable  gentry 
who  were  laid  aside,  and  could  no  longer  serve  their 
queen  and  country ;  which  hyperbolical  way  of 
reckoning,  when  it  came  to  be  melted  down  into 
truth,  amounted  to  about  fifteen  country  justices/ 
most  of  them  of  the  lowest  size,  for  estate,  quality^ 
or  understanding.  However,  this  puts  me  in  mind 
of  a  passage  told  me  by  a  great  man,  although  I 
know  not  whether  it  be  any  where  recorded :  That 
a  complaint  was  made  to  the  king  and  council  of 
Sweden,  of  a  prodigious  swarm  of  Scots,  who,  under 
the  condition  of  pedlars,  infested  that  kingdom  to* 
such  a  degree,  as,  if  not  suddenly  prevented,  might 
in  time  prove  dangerous  to  the  state,  by  joining, 
with  any  discontented  party.  Meanwhile  the  Scots, 
by  their  agents,  placed  a  good  sum  of  money,  to 
engage  the  officers  of  the  prime  minister  in  their  be- 
half;  who,  in  order  to  their  defence,  told  the  coun-^ 
cil,  "  He  was  assured  they  were  but  a  few  inconsi- 
derable people,  that  lived  honestly  and  poorly,  and 
were  not  of  any.  consequence/*  Their  enemies 
offered  to  prove  the  contrary :  whereupon  ^fi  order 
was  made  to  take  their  number,  which  was  found  to 
amount,  as  I  remember,  to  about  thirty  thousand. 
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The  affair  was  again  brought  belbre  the  council^ 
and  great  reproaches  made  to  the  first  minister  for 
his  ill  computation ;  who^  presently  taking  the  other 
handle,  said,  *'  He  had  reason  to  believe  the  number 
yet  greater  than  what  was  returned;'*  and  then 
gravely  offered  to  the  king's  consideration,  "  Whe- 
ther it  was  safe  to  render  desperate  so  great  a  body 
of  able  men,  who  had  little  to  lose,  and  whom  any 
bard  treatment  would  only  serve  to  unite  into  a 
power,  capable  of  disturbing,  if  not  destroying  the 
peace  of  the  kingdom."  And  so  they  were  suffer-^ 
ed  to  continue. 
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A  PROPOSAL 


FOR  THE 


UNIVERSAL  USE  OF  IRISH  MANUFACTURE, 

IN  CLOTHES  AND  FURNITUKE  OF  HOUSES,  &C. 


CTTERLY  REJECTING  AMD  REVOUNCING  KVERY  THIKa  WEARABLE 
THAT  COMES  FROM  ENGLAND.       1720* 


[The  impolitic  jealousy  with  which  England  regarded  the  mana. 
factures  and  trade  of  Ireland,  was  product!  fe  of  the  worst  con- 
sequences to  both  kingdoms.  The  act  32d  Charles  II.  cap.  3.  bjr 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  black-cattle,  sheep,  and  other 
live-stock,   from  Ireland,   forced  the  people  of  that  island 
into  the  practice  of  curing  and  exporting  salted  provisions,  by 
which  the  French  settlements  in  the  West  Indies  were  chiefly 
maintained  for  many  years.      Again,  by  the  monopolizing 
statute»,  10th  and  11th  William  III.  chap.  10.  which  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  all  woollen  goods  from  Ireland,  excepting 
into  England  and  Wales,  the  manufactures  of  that  ill-treated 
country  were  at  once  ruined ;  and  the  wool  found  its  way, 
notwithstanding  all  attempts  to  prevent  it,  into  the  French* 
market,  and   was  manufactured  in  that  kingdom.     Thus,  did 
every  attempt  of  England,  to  engross  for  herself  the  sole  advan- 
tages of  Irish  industry,  tend  to  strengthen  her  powerful  rival, 
and  annihilate  the  very  sources  of  the  wealth  which  she  was 
desirous  of  engrossing. 

Dean  Swift,  like  every  other  patriot,  saw  and  felt  the  injustice 
offered  te  Ireland  by  these  oppressive  statutes ;  and  the  only 
remedy  which  occurred  to  him,  was,  that  of  creating  a  home 
market  for  the  goods  which  the  Irish  were  iniquitonsly  pro- 
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hibiied  from  exporting.     It  appeared  to  him,  that  a  kind  of 
non-importation  agreement  might  be  established  against  Eng* 
land,  by  a  general  association  among  the  Irish  nobility  and  gen- 
try, and  a  resolution  to  employ  their  own  manufactures  in  pre- 
ference to  those  imported  from  the  sister  island*    To  the  po« 
Hey  of  such  an  association  there  must  always  occur  many  ob- 
jections, unless  when  it  can  directly  operate  in  compelling  the 
nation  against  whom  it  is  adopted,  to  withdraw  the  restrictions 
which  give  rise  to  it.    To  the  possibility  of  arranging  it  upon  a 
permanent  basis  there  are  yet  greater  obstacles,  because  the 
most  durable,  most' handsome,  and  cheapest  commodity,  will 
usually  again  come  into  fashion,  and  obtain  a  preference  in  the 
market,  when  the  first  fire  of  zeal  which  dictates  the  renunci- 
ation of  foreign  manufacture  has  spent  its  fury.   But  although 
there  might  be  doubts  of  the  policy  of  Swift's  plan,  or  the 
possibility  of  efifecting  it,  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  that,  as 
to  England,  it  was  a  measure  founded  on  the  principles,  of  im- 
mutable justice.    For  if  England  claimed  and  exercised  a  right 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  Irish  woollen  goods,  could 
there  be  any  thing  more  just  and  natural,  than  that  the  Irish 
should  agree  among  themselyes  to  gWe  their  own  manufactures 
a  preference  in  their  own  country-? 
Yet  so  great,  at  this  time,  was  the  jealousy  of  every  thing  resem- 
bling an  independent  spirit  in  Ireland,  that  the  English  govern- 
ment there  considered  the  proposal,  both  in  its  purport, and  with 
respect  to  the  tone  of  indignant  sarcasm  which  peryades  the' 
composition,  as  a  sort  of  act  of  laese-majesty  against  the  so- 
Tereignty  of  England.      Of  the  consequences,  Swift  himself 
giyes  the  following  account,  in  a  letter  to  Pope:     ^^  I  haye 
written  in  this  kingdom,  a  discourse^  to  persuade  the  wretched 
people  to  wear  their  own  manufactures,  instead  of  those  from 
England.   This  treatise  soon  spread  very  fast,  being  agreeable 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  nation,  except  those  gentlemen 
who  had  employments,  or  were  expectants.     Upon  which  a 
person  in  great  office  here  immediately  took  the  alarm;  he 
sent  in  haste  for  the  chief  .justice,  and  informed  him  of  a  sedi- 
tious, factious,  and  virulent  pamphlet,  lately  published  with  a 
design  of  setting  the  two  kingdoms  at  variance  ;  directing,  at 
the  same  time,  that  the  printer  should  be  prosecuted  with  the 
utmost  rigour  of  the  law.     The  chief.justice  has  so  quick  an 
understanding,  that  he  resolved,  if  possible,  to  outdo  his  or- 
ders.    The  grand  juries  of  the  county  and  city  were  effectually 
practised  with,  to  represent  the  said  pamphlet  with,  all  aggra* 
vating  epithets,  for  which  they  had  thanks  sent  them  from 
England^  and  their  presentments  published^  for  several  weeks. 
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in  all  die .  newspapers. '  The  printer  was  seized,  and  forced  to 
give  great  bail.  After  his  trial,  the  jury  brought  him  in  not 
guilty,  although  they  had  been  culled  with  the  utmost  Indus, 
try.  The  chief-justice  sent  them  back  nine  times,  and  kept 
them  eleyen  hours ;  until,  being  perfectly  tired  out,  they  were 
forced  to  leare  the  matter  to  the  mercy  of  the  judge,  by  what 
they  call  a  specied  verdict.  During  the  trial,  the  chief-justice^ 
among  other  singularities,  laid  his  hand  on  his  breast,  and  pro- 
tested solemnly  that  the  author's  design  was  to  bring  in  the 
pretender,  although  there  was  not  a  siiigle  syllable  of  party  in 
Uie  whole  treatise ;  aiid  although  it  was  known  that  the  most 
eminent  of  those  who  professed  his  own  principles,  pubtlicly 
disallowed  his  proceedings.  But  the  cause  being  so  very  odioug 
and  unpopular,  the  trial  of  the  verdict  was  deferred  from  one 
term  to  another,  until,  upon  the  Duke  of  Grafton's,  the  lord 
lieutenant's  arrival,  his  grace,  after  mature  advice,  and  permis- 
sion from  England,  was  pleased  to  grant  a  noli  prosequi,'^ 
The  Dean,  than  whom  a  more  determined  enemy  of  tyranny  ne« 
ver  existed,  avenged  himself  upon  Lord  Chief  Justice  Whit- 
shed  by  several  bitter  satires,  which  will  be  found  in  the 
verses  annexed  to  this  volume,  as  connected  with  Irish  poll* 
tics.  '  ,        ~ 


It  is  the  peculiar  felicity  and  prudence  of  the 
people  in  this  kingdom,  that  whatever  commodi- 
ties or  productions  lie  under  the  greatest  discou- 
ragements from  England,  those  are  what  they  are 
sure  to  be  most  industrious  in  cultivating  and  spread- 
ing. Agriculture,  which  has  been  the  principal 
care  of  all  wise  nations,  and  for  the  encouragement 
whereof  there  are  so  many  statute  laws  in  England, 
we  countenance  so  well,  that  the  landlords  are  every 
where,  by  penal  clauses,  absolutely  prohibiting 
their  tenants  from  ploughing*;    not  satisfied  to 


*  It  vias  the  practice  of  Irish  farmers  to  wear  out  their  ground 
with  ploughing,  neither  manuring  nor  letting  it  lie  fallow ;  and 
when  their  leases  were  near  expired,   they  ploughed  even  th« 
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confine  them  within  certain  limitations,  s!is  is  the 
practice  of  the  English :  one  effect  of  which  is  al- 
ready seen  in  the  prodigious  dearness  of  corn,  and 
the  importation  of  it  from  London,  as  the  cheaper 
market.  And  because  people  are  the  riches  of  a 
country,  and  that  our  neighbours  have  done,  and 
are  doing,  all  that  in  them  lies  to  make  our  wool  a 
4rug  to  us,  and  a  monopoly  to  them ;  therefore 
the  politic  gentlemen  of  Ireland  have  depopulated 
vast  tracts  of  the  best  land  for  the  feeding  of  sheep. 

I  could  fill  a  volume  as  large  as  the  history  of  the 
Wise  Men  of  Gotham,  with  a  catalogue  only  of 
some  wonderful  laws  and  customs  we  have  ob* 
served  within  thirty  years  past.  It  is  true,  indeed^, 
our  beneficial  traffic  of  wool  with  France  has  been 
Qur  only  support  for  several  years,  furnishing  us 
with  all  the  little  money  we  have  to  pay  our  rents, 
and  go  to  market.  But  our  merchants  assure  me 
this  trade  has  received  a  great  damp  by  the  present 
fluctuating  condition  of  the  coin  in  France  ;  and 
that  most  of  their  wine  is  paid  for  in  specie,  without 
carrying  thither  any  commodity  from  hence. 

However,  since  we  are  so  universally  bent  upon 
enlarging  our  flocks,  it  may  be  worth  inquiring, 
what  we  shall  do  with  our  wool,  in  case  Barnstable  * 
should  be  overstocked,  and  our  French  commerce 
should  fail  ? 

I  could  wish  the  parliament  had  thought  fit  to 
have  suspended  their  regulation  of  church  matters^ 
^nd  enlargements  of  the  prerogative,  until  a  more 


meadows,  and  made  such  bayock,  that  the  landlords,  hj  their 
zeal  to  preyeot  it,  were  betrayed  into  this  peruicious  mea* 
flare«— F. 

*  A  sea-port  in  Deyonahire,  at  thai  tioie  (he  priiu;ipal.  market 
in  Eoglaad  for  Irish  wool*—- F« 
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convenient  time,  because  they  did  not  appear  very 
pressing,  at  least  to  the  persons  principally  concern- 
ed; and,  instead  of  these  great  refinements  in  poli- 
tics and  divinity,  had  amused  themselves  and  their 
cooiinittees  a  little  with  the  state  of  the  nation.  For 
example:  What  if  the  House  of  Commons  had 
thought  fit  to  make  a  resolution,  nermne  coniradim 
cenie,  against  wearing  any  cloth  or  stuff  in  their  fa* 
miliesy  which  were  not  of  the  growth  anH  manufac* 
ture  of  this  kingdom  ?  What  if  they  had  extended  it 
so  far  as  utterly  to  exclude  all  silks,  velvets,  calli- 
Goes,  and  the  whole  lexicon  of  female  fopperies; 
and  declared^  that  whoever  acted  otherwise  should 
be  deemed  and  reputed  an  enemy  to  the  nation  ? 
What  if  they  had  sent  up  such  a  resolution  to  be 
agreed  to  by  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  by  their  own 
practice  and  encouragement,  spread  the  execution 
ef  it  in  their  several  countries  ?  Wliat  if  we  should 
agree  to  make  burying  in  woollen  a  fashion,  as  our 
neighours  have  made  it  a  law  ?  What  if  the  ladies 
would  be  content  with  Irish  stuffs  tor  the  furniture 
of  their  houses,  for  gowns  and  petticoats  for  them- 
selves and  their  daughters  ?  Upon  the  whole,  and 
to  crown  all  the  rest,  let  a  firm  resolution  be  taken 
by  male  and  female,  never  to  appear  with  one  single 
shred  that  comes  from  England,  and  let  all  the  peo^ 
pte  say,  AMEN. 

I  hupe  and  believe,  nothing  could  please  his  ma^ 
jesty  better  than  to  hear  that  his  loyal  subjects  of 
both  sexes  in  ttiis  kmgdom  celebrated  his  birthday 
(now  approaching)  universally  clad  in  their  own 
Boanuiacture*.     Is  there  virtue  enough  left  in  this 


•  Her  grace  the  duchess  of  Dorset,  the  lord  lieutenant's  lady, 
is  Biiid'  to^  ha¥»  apfMftr«d-at  (h«»  Castl*  in  Dublin  wJiaUy  dad  in  the 
maiiafacture  of  Irelaod^^  <ia  bin  M^isst>*&  toth.day,  1758.— F* 
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deluded  people,  to  save  them  from  the  brink  of  rum  ? 
If  the  men*s  opinions  may  be  taken,  the  ladies  will 
look  as  handsome  in  stuffs  as  in  brocades ;  and  since 
all  will  be  equal,  there  may  be  room  enough  to  em- 
ploy their  wit  and  fancy,  in  choosing  and  matching 
patterns  and  colours*  I  heard  the  late  Archbishop 
of  Tuam*  mention  a  pleasant  observation  of  some- 
body's ;  that  Ireland  would  never  be  happy,  till  a 
law  were  made  for  burning  every  thing  that  came 
from  England,  except  their  people  and  their  coals. 
I  must  confess,  that  as  to  the  former,  I  should  not 
be  sorry  if  they  would  stay  at  home ;  and  for  the 
latter,  I  hope  in  a  little  time  we  shall  have  no  occa- 
sion for  them. 

NoQ  tanti  mitra  est,  non  tanti  judicis  ostram 

but  I  should  rejoice  to  see  a  stay  lace  from  England 
be  thought  scandalous,  and  become  a  topic  for  cen- 
sure at  visits  and  tea-tables. 

If  the  unthinking  shopkeepers  in  this  town  had 
not  been  utterly  destitute  of  common  sense,  they 
would  have  made  some  proposal  to  the  parliament, 
with  a  petition  to  the  purpose  I  have  mentioned ; 
promising  to  improve  the  cloths  and  stuffs  of  the 
nation  into  all  possible  degrees  of  fineness  and  co- 
lours, and  engaging  not  to  play  the  knave,  accord- 
ing to  their  custom,  by  exacting  and  imposing  upon 
the  nobility  and  gentry,  either  as  to  the  prices  or  th^ 
goodness.  For  I  remember,  in  London,  upon  a 
general  mourning,  the  rascally  mercers  and  woollen- 
drapers  would  in  four-and-twenty  hours  raise  their 
cloths  and  silks  to  above  a  double  price,  and  if  the 
mourning  continjied  long,  then  come  whining  with 
petitions  to  the  court,  that  they  were  ready  to  starve,- 
and  their  fineries  lay  upon  their  hands. 


f^-mm 


♦  The  Rev.  John  Vesejr, 
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I  could  wish  our  shopkeepers  would  inamediately 
think  on  this  proposal,  addressing  it  to  all  persons 
of  quality  and  others  3  but  first  be  sure  to  get  some- 
body who  can  write  sense,  to  put  it  into  form. 

I  think  it  needless  to  exhort  the  clergy  to  follow 
this  good  example;  because,  in  a  little  time,  those 
among  them,  who  are  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  had; 
their  birth  and  education  in  this  country,  will  think- 
themselves  abundantly  happy,  when  they  can  afford 
Irish  crape,  and  an  Athlone  hat;  and  as  to  the 
others,  I  shall  not  presume  to  direct  them.  I  have 
indeed  seen  the  present  archbishop  of  Dublin*  clad 
from  head  to  foot  in  our  own  manufacture ;  and  yet, 
under  the  rose  be  it  spoken,  his  grace  deserves  as 
good  a  gown  as  if  he  had  not  been  born  among  us. 

I  have  not  courage  enough  to  offer  one  syllable 
on  this  subject  to  their  honours  of  the  army ;  neither 
have  I  sufficiently  considered  the  great  importance 
of  scarlet  and  gold  lace. 

The  fable  in  Ovid  of  Arachne  and  Pallas  is  to 
this  purpose.  The  goddess  had  heard  of  one 
Arachne,  a  young  virgin  very  famous  for  spinning 
and  weaving ;  they  both  met  upon  a  trial  of  skill  5 
and  Pallias  finding  herself  almost  equalled  in  her 
own  art,  stung  with  rage  and  envy,. knocked  her 
rivd  down,  and  turned  her  into  a  spider ;  enjoinr 
ing  her  to  spin  and  weave  for  ever  out  of  her  own 
bowels,  and  in  a  very  narrow  compass..  I  confess, 
that  from  a  boy  I  always  pitied  poor  Arachne,  and 
could  never  heartily  love  the  goddess,  on  account 
of  so  cruel  and  unjust  a  sentence  ;  which  however 
is  fully  executed  upon  us  by  England,  with  farther 
additions  of  rigour  and  se verity ;,  for  the  greatest 
part  of  our  bowels  and  vitals  is  extracted,  without 


*  Dr  William  King,  Uieaathar's  old  cocrespoBdent 
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aHow'ing  m  the  liberty  of  spinning  and  weaving 
them. 

The  Scripture  lells  ns  that  "  oppress^ion  malces  a 
wise  man  mad  /'  itherefore,  consequently  speaking, 
the  reason  why  some  men  are  not  mad,  is  because 
they  are  not  wise;  however,  it  were  to  be  wished 
tbat  oppression  would  in  time  teach  a  little  wisdom 

to  tools. 

« 

I  was  much  delighted  with  a  person,  who  has  a 
great  estate  in  this  kingdom,  upon  his  complaints 
to  me,  how  grievously  poor  England  suffers  by  im- 
positions from.  Ireland;  that  w^  convey  our  own 
wool  to  France,  in  spile  of  all  the  harpies  at  the 
custom-house:  that  Mr  Shuttleworth,  and  others  on 
the  Cheshire  coasts,  are  such  fools  to  sell  us  their 
bark  at  a  good  price  for  tanning  our  own  hides  into 
leather;  with  other  enormities  of  the  like  weight 
and  kind.  To  which  I  will  venture  to  add  more  : 
that  the  mayoralty  of  this  city  is  always  executed 
by  an  inhabitant,  and  often  by  a  native,  which 
might  as  well  be  done  by  a  deputy  with  a  moderate 
salary,  whereby  poor  England  loses  at  least  oae 
thousand  pounds  a-year  upon  the  balance  :  that  the 
governing  of  this  kingdom  costs  the  lord  lieutenant 
three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  a-year ;  so  much 
net  loss  to  poor  England :  that  the  people  of  Ire- 
land presume  to  dig  for  coals  on  their  own  grounds; 
and  the  farmers  in  the  county  of  Wicklow  send  their 
turf  to  the  very  market  of  Dublin,  to  the  great  dis- 
<Jouragement  of  the  coal  trade  of  Nlostyn  and  White- 
haven*: that  the  revenues  of  the  post- office  here, 
so  righteously  belonging  to  the  English  treasury, 
as  arising  chiefly  from  our  own  commerce  with 
each  other,  should  be  remitted  to  London  clogged 


*  Mostyn  ia  FUntsbire^  and  Wiutelia?en  in  C«iDberland--*F. 
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with  that  grievous  burden  of  exchange;  and  the 
pensions  paid  out  of  the  Irish  revenues  to  English 
favourites,  should  lie  under  the  same  disadvantage, 
to  the  great  loss  of  the  grantees.  When  a  divine  is 
sent  over  to  a  bishopric  here,  with  the  hopes  of  five- 
and-twenty  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  upon  his 
arrival  he  finds,  alas !  a  dreadful  discount  of  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent:  a  judge,  or  a  commissioner  of  the 
revenue,  has  the  same  cause  of  complaint.  Lastly, 
the  ballad  upon  Cotter*  is  vehemently  suspected  to 
be  Irish  manufacture ;  and  yet  is  allowed  to  be  sung 
in  our  open  streets,  under  the  very  nose  of  the  go- 
vernment. 

These  arc  a  few  among  the  many  hardships  we 
put  upon  that  poor  kingdom  of  England ;  for  which, 
I  am  confident,  every  honest  man  wishes  a  remedy : 
and  I  hear,  there  is  a  project  on  foot,  for  transport- 
ing our  best  wheaten  straw  by  sea  and  land  carriage 
to  Dunstable )  and  obliging  us  by  a  law  to  take  off 
yearly  so  many  ton  of  straw  hats,  for  the  use  of  our 
women ;  which  will  be  a  great  encouragement  to 
the  manufacture  of  that  industrious  town. 

I  should  be  glad  to  learn  among  the  divines,  whe*- 
ther  a  law  to  bind  men  without  their  own  consent 
be  obligatory  in  foro  conscientia :  because  I  find 
Scripture,  Sanderson,  and  Suarez  are  wholly  silent 
on  the  matter.  The  oracle  of  reason,  the  great  law 
of  nature,  and  general  opinion  of  civilians,  wherever 
they  treat  of  limited  governments,  are  indeed  deci- 
sive enough. 

It  is  wonderful  to  observe  the  bias  among  our 
people,  in  favour  of  things,  persons,  and  wares,  of 
all  kinds,  that  comes  from  England.     The  printer 


*  A  gentleman  of  Cork  who  was  execated  for  committiag  a 
Tape  oa  a  Quaker^— Dablin  edition* 
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tells  his  hawkers,  that  he  has  got  an  excellent  hew 
song  just  brought  from  London.  I  have  somewhat 
of  a  tendency  that  way  myself ;  and  upon  hearing 
a  coxcomb  from  thence  displaying  himself  with 
great  volubility  upon  the  park,  the  playhouse,  the 
opera,  the  gaming-ordinaries,  it  was  apt  to  ber 
get  in  me  a  kind  of  veneration  for  his  parts  and  ac- 
complishments. It  is  not  many  years  since  I  re- 
member a  person,  who  by  his  style  and  litera- 
ture seems  to  have  been  the  corrector  of  a  hedge- 
press  in  some  blind  alley  about  Little  Britain,  pro- 
ceed gradually  to  be  an  atithor,  at  least  a  translator* 
of  a  lower  rate,  although  somewhat  of  a  larger  bulk,' 
than  any  that  now  flourishes  in  Grub-street;  and 
upon  the  strength  of  this  foundation  come  over 
here,  eredt  himself  up  into  an  orator  and  politician, 
and  lead  a  kingdom  after  him.  This,  I  am  told, 
was  the  very  motive  that  prevailed  on  the  author  t 
of  a  play,  called  *'  Love  in  a  hollow  Tree/'  to  do  us 
the  honour  of  a  visit ;  presuming,  with  very  good 
Reason,  that  he  was  a  writer  of  a  superior  class.  I 
know  another,  who  for  thirty  years  past  has  been 
the  common  standard  of  stupidity  in  England,  where 
he  was  ijever  heard  a  minute  in  any  assembly,  or  by 
any  party,  with  common  Christian  treatment ;  yet 
upon  his  arrival  here,  could  put  on  a  face  of  im-^ 
portance  and  authority,  talk  more  than  six,  without 
either  gracefulness,  propriety,  or  meaning ;  and  at 
the  ^ame  time  be  admired  and  followed  as  the  pat- 
tei'n  of  eloquence  and  wisdom. 

Nothing  has  humbled  me  so  much,  or  shown  a 
greater  disposition  to  a  contemptuous  treatment  of 


*  Supposed  to  be  Caesar's  Coromentaries,  dedicated  to  tli« 
duke  of  Marlborough,  by  Colonel  Biadea.-^H. 
t  Lord  Grimston. — H» 
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Ireland,  in  some  chief  governors,  than  that  high 
style  of  several  speeches  from  the  throne,  delivered 
as  usual  after  the  royal  assent,  in  some  periods  of 
the  two  last  reigns.  Such  exaggerations  of  the  pro- 
digious t^ondescensions  in  the  prince  to  pass  those 
good  laws,  would  have  but  an  odd  sound  at  West- 
minster :  neither  do  I  apprehend  how  any  good 
law  can  pass,  wherein  the  king's  interest  is  not  as 
much  concerned  as  that  of  the  people.  I  remem- 
ber after  a  speech  on  the  like  occasion  deliveried  by 
my  lord  Wharton  *,  (I  think  it  was  his  last)  he  de- 
sired Mr  Addison  to  ask  my  opinion  on  it :  my  an- 
swer was,  "  That  his  excellency  had  very  honestly 
forfeited  his  head,  on  account  of  one  paragraph ; 
wherein  he  asserted,  by  plain  consequence,  a  dis- 
pensing power  in  the  queen."  His  Lordship  own- 
ed it  was  true,  but  swore  "  the  words  were  put  into 
his  mouth  by  direct  orders  from  court."  Whence 
it  is  clear,  that  some  ministers  in  those  times  were 
apt,  from  their  high  elevation,  to  look  down  upon 
this  kingdom,  as  if  it  had  been  one  of  their  colonies 
of  outcasts  in  America.  And  I  observed  a  little  of  the 
same  turn  of  spirit  in  some  great  men  from  whom  I 
expected  better ;  although,  to  do  them  justice,  it 
proved  no  kind  of  difficulty  to  make  them  correct 
their  idea,  whereof  the  whole  nation  quickly  found 
the  benefit. — But  that  is  forgotten.  How  the  style 
has  since  run,  I  arii  wholly  a  stranger  j  having  ne- 
ver seen  a  speech  since  the  last  of-the  queen. 

I  would  now  expostulate  a  little  with  our  coun- 
try landlords ;  who  by  unmeasurable  screwing  and 
racking  their  tenants  all  over  the  kingdom,  have  al- 
ready reduced  the  miserable  people  to  a  worse  con- 
dition than  the  peasants  in  France,  or  the  vassals  in 


*  Lord  lieuteiiaDt»«— H. 
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Germany  and  Poland ;  so  that  the  whole  species  of 
what  we  call  substantial  farmers,  will>  in  a  very  few 
years,  be  utterly  at  an  end.  It  was  pleasant  to  ob- 
serve these  gentlemen  labouring,  with  all  their  might, 
for  preventing  the  bishops  from  letting  their  reve- 
nues at  a  moderate  half  value  (whereby  the  whole 
order  would,  in  an  age,  have  been  reduced  to  mani- 
fest beggary),  at  the  very  instant  when  they  were 
everywhere  canting  *  their  own  land  upon  short 
leases,  and  sacrificing  their  oldest  tenants  for  a  peiv 
ny  an  acre  advance.  I  know  not  how  it  comes  to 
pass  (and  yet  perhaps  I  know  well  enough),  that 
slaves  have  a  natural  disposition  to  be  tyrants  ;  and 
that  when  my  betters  give  me  a  kick,  I  am  apt  to 
revenge  it  with  six  upon  my  footman;  although 
perhaps  he  may  be  an  honest  and  diligent  fellow. 
I  have  heard  great  divines  affirm,  that  nothing  is  so 
likely  to  call  down  a  universal  judgment  from  Hea- 
ven upon  a  nation  as  universal  oppression ;  and 
whether  this  be  not  already  verified  in  part,  their 
worships,  the  landlords,  are  now  at  full  leisure  to  con^ 
sider.  Whoever  travels  this  country,  and  observes 
the  face  of  nature,  or  the  faces  and  habits  and  dwellings 
of  the  natives,  will  hardly  think  himself  in  a  land  where 
law,  religion,  or  common  humanity  is  professed. 

I  cannot  forbear  saying  one  word  upon  a  thing 
they  call  a  bank,  which  I  fear  is  projecting  in  this 
town  t«  I  never  saw  the  proposals,  nor  understand 
any  one  particular  of  their  scheme :  what  I  wish 
for  at  present,  is  only  a  sufficient  provision  of  hemp. 


*  Canting  their  land  is  letting  it  to  the  highest  bidder.-— Cant 

signifies  the  same  as  auction.— F. 

+  This  project  for  a  bank  in  Ireland^  was  soon  afterward 
brought  into  parliament,  and  rejected.— F»  See  the  next  Tract 
for  some  severe  raillery  upon  this  proposal. 
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and  caps  and  bells,  to  distribute  according  to  the  se* 
veral  degrees  of  honesty  and  prudence  in  some  per- 
sons. I  hear  only  of  a  monstrous  sum  already 
nam^d  ;  and  if  others  do  not  soon  hear  of  it  too,  and 
hear  wkfa  a  vengeance,  then  I  am*  a  gentleman  of 
less  sagacity  t^an  myself,  and  very  few  beside  my- 
self take  me  to  be.  And  the  jest  will  be  still  the 
better,  if  it  be  true,  as  judicious  persons  have  assur- 
ed me,  that  one  half  of  this  money  will  be  real,  and 
the  other  half  altogether  imaginary.  The  matter 
will  be  likewise  much  mended,  if  the  merchants  con- 
tinue to  carry  off  our  gold,  and  our  goldsmiths  to 
melt  down  our  heavy  silver, 
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ESSAY 

ON 

ENGLISH  FUBBLES. 

BY  THOMAS  HOPE,  ESQ. 


The  yean  17L9^  17^0,  and  1721,  were  remarkable  for  the  fary 
with  which  the  public  pursued  a  variety  of  chimerical  adyeu- 
tares  in  trade,  afterwards  known  by  the  cant  name  of  Bubbles* 
These  projects  had  their  birth  in  the  extraordinary  rise  of  the 
South.Sea  Stock,  which  had  nearly  driven  the  English  road,  first 
with  empty  hopes,  and,  finally,  with  rage  and  disappointments 
The  vulgar  of  all  ranks,  to  whom  the  operations  of  commerce 
appear  mysterious  and  talismanical,  became  ready,  in  trade 
as  in  medicine,  to  embrace  the  most  irrational  expectations  held 
forth  by  the  most  ignorant  empirics.  In  Anderson's  History 
of  Commerce,  is  preserved  a  list  of  two  hundred  schemes  and 
upwards,  for  the  formation  of  trading  companies,  for  the  most 
extraordinary  and  delusive  purposes.  There  were  companies 
Bot  only  for  fisheries,  for  insurances,  for  working  mines,  and 
for  almost  every  possible  sort  of  commercial  adventure,  but 
even  for  making  wigs  and  shoes,  for  maintaining  bastard  chtld« 
rai,  for  importing  jack-a8se3,  and  for  sweeping  the  very  streets. 
Men  of  all  ranks  rushed  eagerly  into  the  snares  which  were 
thus  spread  for  them  by  villains  and  sharpers  of  every  dcscrip* 
tion. 

The  S^tlrs  otthe  Dean  wasf  easily  attracted  by  such  fair  food,  as 
his  good  sense  and  patriotism  were  alarmed  by  the  mischievous 
consequences  of  this  empirical  U^zy*  But  the  three  following 
pieces  of  humour  more  particularly  refer  to  a  project  iu  circu* 
lation  in  1730,  for  the  establ^Juo^t  of  A  National  Bank  in  Diib-> 
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lin,  and  the  Essay  upon  English  Bubbles^is  to  be  considered  as 

introductory  to  the  two  others. 
The  project  was  rejected  by  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  ensu- 
ing session*  The  Irish  legislature  were  probably  of  opinion, 
that  the  country  had  not  yet  attained  that  advanced  pitch  of 
commerce  which  renders  the  interyention  of  such  an  establish- 
ment  useful  and  necessary  ;  and  j  udged,  that  a  premature  at- 
tempt to  enhance  national  credit,  and  extend  it*  beyond  the 
bounds  of  the  stock  with  which  it  ought  to  be  commensurate, 
could  only  lead,  as  in  the  South-Sea  project,  to  the  successful 
frauds  of  stockjobbers,  and  the  ruin  of  the  credulous  public 


To  the  Right  Reverend,  Right  Honourable,  and 
Right  Worshipful,  and  to  the  Reverend,  Honour- 
able, and  Worshipful,  &c.  Company  of  Stockjob- 
bers, whether  Honest  or  Dishonest,  Pious  or  Im- 
pious, Wise  or  otherwise,  Male  or  Female,  Young 
or  Old,  One  with  Another,  who  have  suffered 
Depredation  by  the  late  Bubbles :  Greeting. 

Having  received  the  following  scheme  from 
Dublin,  I  give  you  the  earliest  notice  how  you 
may  retrieve  decus  et  tutamen  *,  which  you 
have  sacrificed  by  permits  in  bubbles.  This  pro- 
ject is  founded  on  a  parliamentary  security ; 
besides^  the  Devil  is  in  it  if  it  can  fail,  since  a 
dignitary  of  the  church  f  is  at  the  head  of  it* 
Therefore,  you  who  have  subscribed  to  the  stock- 
ing insurance,  and  are  out  at  the  heels,  may  soon 
appear  tight  about  the  leg;  you  who  encourage  the 
hemp  manufacture  may  leave  the  halter  to  rogues, 
and  prevent  the  odium  of  felo  de  se.  Medicinal 
virtues  are  to  be  had,    without  the  expense  and 


*  The  motto  round  a  crown-apiece,  which  was  the  usual  price 
of  permits.— F. 

f  The  Dean  of  St  Patrick's.— F* 
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hazard  of  a  dispensary:  you  may  sleep  without 
dreaming  of  bottles  at  your  tail,  and  a  looking-glass 
shall  not  affright  you ;  and,  since  the  glass  bubble 
proved  as  brittle  as  its  ware,  and  broke,  together 
with  itself,  the  hopes  of  its  proprietors,  they  may 
make  themselves  whole  by  subscribing  to  our  new 
fund. 

Here  indeed  may  be  made  three  very  grave  ob- 
jections, by  incredulous  interested  priests,  ambitious 
citizens,  and  scrupulous  statesmen.  1.  The  stocking 
manufactory  gentlemen  do  not  know  how  swearing 
can  bring  them  to  any  probability  of  covering  their 
legs  anew,  unless  it  be  by  the  means  of  a  pair  of 
stocks.  3.  That  the  hemp- snared  men  apprehend, 
that  such  an  encouragement  for  oaths  can  tend  to 
no  other  advancement,  promotion,  and  exaltation 
of  their  persons,  than  that  of  the  gallows;  the  late 
old  ordinary  Paul*,  having  grown  gray  in  the  habit 
of  making  this  accurate  observation  in  every  month's 
Sessions  Paper,  "  That  swearing  had  as  great  a 
hand  in  the  suspension  of  every  living  soul  under 
his  cure,  as  sabbath-breaking  itself/'  And,  3d, 
That  the  glass-bubble-mttu  cannot,  for  their  lives, 
with  the  best  pair  of  spectacles  (which  is  the  only 
thing  left  neat  and  whole  out  of  all  their  ware),  see 
how  they  shall  make  any  thing  out  of  this  his  oath- 
project,  supposing  he  should  even  confirm  by  one 
its  goodness;  an  oath  being,  as  they  say,  s^s  brittle 
as  glass,  and  only  made  to  be  broken. 

But  those  incredulous  priests  shall  not  go  without 
an  answer,  that  will,  1  am  sure,  induce  them  to 
place  a  great  confidence  in  the  benefit  arising  from 
Christians,  who  damn  themselves  every  hQur  of  the 


•  Paul  Lorraine,  many  years  ordinary  of  Newgate.     He  died 
October/,  1719.— N. 

VOL.  vn.  C 
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day :  for,  while  they  speak  of  the  vainness  and 
fickleness  of  oaths,  as  an  objection  against  our 
projeqty  they  little  consider  that  this  fickleness  and 
vainness  is  the  common  practice  among  all  the 
people  of  this  sublunary  world;  and  that,  conse- 
quently, instead  of  being  an  objection  against  the 
project,  is  a  concluding  argument  of  the  constancy 
and  solidity  of  their  sure  gain  by  it ;  a  never-fsdling 
su'gument,  as  he  tells  us,  among  the  brethren  of  his 
cloth. 

The  ambitious  citizens,  who,  from  being  plunged 
deep  in  the  wealthy  whirlpool  of  the  South  Sea,  are 
in  hopes  of  rising  to  such  seats  of  fortune  and  dig- 
nity as  would  best  suit  with  their  mounting  and 
aspiring  hopf s,  may  imagine  that  this  new  fund,  in 
the  sister  iiation,  may  prove  a  rival  to  theirs;  and, 
by  drawing  off  a  multitude  of  subscribers,  will,  if  it 
makes  a  flood  in  Ireland,  cause  an  ebb  in  England. 
But  it  may  be  answered.  That  though  our  author 
avers  "  that  this  fund  will  vie  with  the  South  Sea," 
yet  it  will  not  clash  with  it.  On  the  contrary,  the 
subscribers  to  this  must  wish  the  increase  dT  the 
South  Sea  (so  far  from  being  its  rival),  because  the 
multitude  of  people  raised  by  it,  who  were  plain 
speakers  as  they  were  plain  dealers  before,  must 
learn  to  swear,  in  order  to  become  their  clothes, 
and  to  be  gentlemen  d  la  mode ;  while  those  who 
are  ruined,  I  mean  Jobed  by  it,  will  dismiss  the  pa- 
tience of  their  old  pattern,  swear  at  their  condition, 
and  curse  their  Maker  in  their  distress :  and  so  the 
increase  of  that  English  fund  will  be  demonstratively 
an  ample  augmentation  of  the  Irish  one,  so  far  will 
it  be  from  being  rivalled  by  it;  so  that  each  of  them 
may  subscribe  to  a  fund  they  have  their  own  secu- 
rity for  augmenting. 

The  scrupulous  statesmen  (for  we  know  that 
statiBsmen  are  usually  very  scrupulous)  may  object 
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against  having  this  project  secured  by  votes  in  par- 
liament ;  by  reason,  as  they  may  deem  it,  in  their 
great  wisdom,  of  its  being  an  impious  project,  and 
that  therefore  so  illustrious  an  assembly  as  the  Irish 
parliament,  ought,  by  no  means,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  a  Christian  statesman,  to  be  concerned 
in  supporting  any  impious  thing  in  the  world.  The 
way  that  some  may  take  to  prove  it  impious  is,  be- 
cause it  will  tend  highly  to  the  interest  of  swearing. 
But  this  I  take  to  be  plain  downright  sophistry,  and 
playing  upon  words :  if  this  be  called  the  Swearing 
project,  or  the  Oath-act,  the  increase  of  swearing 
will  be  very  much  for  the  benefit  and  interest  of 
swearing ;  i.  e.  to  the  subscribers  in  the  fund  to  be 
raised  by  this  fruitful  swearing«act,  if  it  should  be 
so  called ;  but  not  to  the  swearers  themselves  who 
are  to  pay  for  it :  so  that  it  will  be,  according  to 
this  distinction,  piously  indeed  an  act  for  a  benefit 
to  mankind  from  swearing,  not  impiously  a  benefit 
in  swearing :  so  that  I  think  that  argument  entirely 
answered  and  defeated.  Far  be  it  from  the  Dean 
to  have  entered  into  so  unchristian  a  project  as  this 
had  been,  so  considered.  But  then  these  politicians 
(being  generally,  as  the  world  knows,  mighty  ten- 
der of  conscience)  may  raise  these  new  doubts,  fears, 
and  scruples,  viz.  That  it  will,  however,  cause  the 
subscribers  to  wish,  in  their  minds,  for  many  oaths 
to  fly  about,  which  is  a  heinous  crime,  and  to  lay 
stratagems  to  try  the  patience  of  men  of  all  sorts,  to 
put  them  upon  the  swearing  strain,  in  order  to  bring 
grist  to  their  own  mill,  which  is  a  crime  still  more 
enormous ;  and  that  therefore,  for  fear  of  these  evil 
consequences,  the  passing  of  such  an  act  is  not  con- 
sistent with  the  really  extraordinary  and  tender  con- 
science of  a  true  modern  politician.  But,  in  answer 
to  this,  I  think  I  can  plead  the  strongest  plea  in  na- 
ture, and  that  is  called  precedent,  I  think  ;  which  I 
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take  thus  from  the  South  Sea:  one  man,  by  the 
very  nature  of  that  subscription,  must  naturally 
pray  for  the  temporal  damnation  of  another  man  in 
his  fortune,  in  order  for  gaining  his  own  salvation 
in  it ;  yea,  even  though  he  knows  the  other  man's 
temporal  damnation  would  be  the  cause  of  his  eter« 
lial,  by  his  swearing  and  despairing.  Neither  do  I 
think  this  in  casuistry  any  sin,  because  the  swear- 
ing undone  man  is  a  free  agent,  and  can  choose 
whether  he  will  swear  or  no,  any  body's  wishes 
whatsoever  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  And 
in  politics,  I  am  sure,  it  is  even  a  Machiavelian 
holy  maxim,  *«  That  some  men  should  be  ruined  for 
the  good  of  others/*  Thus,  I  think,  I  have  answer- 
ed all  the  objections  that  can  be  brought  against 
this  project's  coming  to  perfection  j  and  proved  it  to 
be  convenient  to  the  state,  of  interest  to  the  Pro- 
testant church,  and  consonant  with  Christianity; 
nay,  with  tiie  very  scruples  of  modern  squeamish 
statesmen. 

To  conclude  :  The  laudable  author  of  this  pro- 
ject squares  the  measures  of  it  so  much  accord- 
ing to  the  Scripture  rule,  that  it  may  reason- 
ably be  presumed  all  good  Christians  in  England 
will  come  as  fast  into  the  subscriptions  for  his  en- 
couragement, as  they  have  already  done  througiiout 
the  kindgom  of  Ireland;  for  what  greater  proof 
could  this  author  give  of  his  Christianity,  than,  for 
bringing  about  this  Swearing-act,  charitably  to  part 
with  his  coat,  and  sit  starving  in  a  very  thin  waist- 
coat in  his  garret,  to  do  the  corporal  virtues  of  feed- 
ing and  clothing  the  poor,,  and  raising  them  from 
the  cottage  to  the  palace,  by  punishing  the  vices  of 
the  rich  ?  What  more  could  have  been  done  even 
in  the  primitive  times?  Thomas  Hope. 

From  my  House  in  St' Faith's  Parish, 
London,  August  10,  1720. 
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P.  S.  For  the  benefit  of  the  aathor,  application  may 
be  made  to  me  at  the  Tilt- Yard  Coffee-house, 
Whitehall. 
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PARLIAMBNTABY  SECURITY  FOB  ESTABLISHING  A  NEW 

BANK  IN  IRELAND. 


WflBKEIM  THC  MEDICAL  USE  OF  OATII9  IS  COKSIOEREB* 

1720. 


[This  is  a  continuation  of  the  preceding  satire.] 


^^  Si  populus  ynlt  decipi,  decipiatur.** 

"  To  believe  every  thing  that  is  said  by  a  cer- 
tain set  of  men,  and  to  doubt  of  nothing  they  relate, 
though  ever  so  improbable,'*  is  a  maxim  that  has 
contributed  as  much,  for  the  time,  to  the  support  of 
Irish  banks,  as  it  ever  did  to  the  popish  religion ; 
and  they  are  not  wholly  beholden  to  the  latter 
for  their  foundation,  but  they  have  the  happi- 
ness to  have  the  same  patron  saint ;  for.  Ignorance^ 
the  reputed  mother  of  the  devotion  of  one,  seems  to 
bear  the  same  affectionate  relation  to  the  credit  of 
the  other. 

To  subscribe  to  banks,   without  knowing    the 
scheme  or  design  of  them,  is  not  unlike  to  some 
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gentlemen's  signing  addresses  without  knowing  the 
contents  of  them:  to  engage  in  a  bank  that  has 
neither  act  of  parliament,  charter,  nor  lands  to  sup- 
port it,  is  like  sending  a  ship  to  sea  without  a  bottom; 
to  expect  a  coach  and  six  by  the  former,  wouJd  be 
as  ridiculous  as  to  hope  a  return  by  the  latter. 

It  was  well  known  some  time  ago,  that  our  banks 
would  be  included  in  the  bubble-bill;  and  it  was 
believed  those  chimeras  would  necessarily  vanish, 
with  the  first  easterly  wind  that  should  inform  the 
town  of  the  royal  assent. 

It  was  very  mortif3ring  to  several  gentlemen,  who 
dreamed  of  nothing  but  easy  chariots,  on  the  arrival 
of  the  fatal  packet,  to  slip  out  of  them  into  their 
walking  shoes.  But  should  those  banks,  as  it  is 
vainly  imagined,  be  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  a  char- 
ter, and  purchase  lands ;  yet,  on  any  run  on  them 
m  a  time  of  invasion,  there  would  be  so  mapy  starv* 
ing  proprietors,  reviving  their  old  pretensions  to 
land  and  a  bellyful,  that  the  subscribers  would  be 
unwilling,  upon  any  call,  to  part  with  their  money, 
not  knowing  what  might  happen ;  so  that  in  a  re* 
bellion,  where  the  success  was  doubtful,  the  bank 
would  infallibly  break. 

Since  so  many  gentlemen  of  this  town  have  had 
the  courage,  without  any  security,  t,o  appear  in  the 
same  paper  with  a  million  or  two ;  it  is  hoped,  when 
they  are  made  sensible  of  their  safety,  that  they  will 
be  prevailed  to  trust  themselves  in  a  neat  skin  of 
parchment,  with  a  single  one. 

To  encourage  them,  the  undertaker  proposes  the 
erecting  of  a  bank  on  parliamentary  security,  and 
such  security  as  no  revolution  or  change  of  times 
can  affect. 

To  take  away  all  jealousy  of  any  private  view^of 
the  undertaker,  he  assures  the  world,  that  he  is  now 
in  a  garret,  in  a  very  thin  waistcoat^  studying  the 
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public  good;  having  given  an  undeniable  pledge  of 
his  love  to  his  country,  by  pawning  his  coat,  in 
order  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  press. 

It  is  very  well  known,  that  by  an  act  of  par- 
liament to  prevent  profane  swearing,  the  person 
so  offending,  on  oath  made  before  a  magistrate,  for- 
feits a  shilling,  which  may  be  levied  with  little  diffi* 
culty. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  mention,  that  this  is 
become  a  pet-vice  *  among  us ;  and  though  age 
renders  us  unfit  for  other  vices,  yet  this,  where  it 
takes  hold,  never  leaves  us  but  with  our  speech. 

So  vast  a  revenue  might  be  raised  by  the  execu- 
tion of  this  act,  that  I  have  often  wondered,  in  a 
scarcity  of  funds,  that  methods  have  not  been  taken 
to  make  it  serviceable  to  the  public. 

I  dare  venture  to  say,  if  this  act  was  well  execu- 
ted in  England,  the  revenue  of  it,  applied  to  the 
navy,  would  make  the  English  fleet  a  terror  to  all 
Europe.  ♦ 

It  is  computed  by  geographers,  that  there  are  two 
millions  in  this  kingdom  (of  Ireland)  of  which  num- 
ber there  may  be  said  to  be  a  million  of  swearing 
souls. 

It  is  thought  there  may  be  five  thous^and  gentle- 
men; every  gentletfian,  taking  one  with  another^ 
may  afford*  to  swear  an  oath  every  day,  which  will 
yearly  produce  one  million  eight  hundred  twenty- 
nve  thousand  oaths ;  which  number  of  shillings 
makes  the  yearly  sum  of  ninety-one  thoiisand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

The  farmers  of  this  kingdom,  who  are  computed 
to  be  ten  thousand,  are  able  to  spend  yearly  five 
hundred  thousand  oaths,  which  gives  twenty-five 
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thousand  pounds;  and  it  is  conjectured  that,  from 
the  bulk  of  the  people,  twenty  or  five-and-twenty 
thousand  pounds  may  be  yearly  collected. 

These  computations  are  very  modest,  since  it  is 
evident  that  there  is  a  much  greater  consumption  of 
oaths  in  this  kingdom,  and  consequently  a  much 
greater  sum  might  be  yearly  raised. 

That  it  may  be  collected  with  ease  and  regulari- 
ty, it  IS  proposed  to  settle  informers  in  great  towns> 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  to 
have  riding-officers  in  the  country  :  and  since  no- 
thing brings  a  greater  contempt  on  any  profession 
than  poverty,  it  is  determined  to  settle  very  hand- 
some salaries  on  the  gentlemen  that  are  employed 
by  the  bank,  that  they  may,  by  a  generosity  of  liv- 
ing, reconcile  men  to  an  office  that  has  lain  under 
so  much  scandal  of  late,  as  to  be  undertaken  by 
npne  but  curates,  clerks  of  meeting-houses,  and 
broken  tradesmen. 

It  is  resolved,  that  none  shall  be  preferred^ to 
those  employments,  but  persons  that  are  notorious 
for  being  constant  churchmen,  and  frequent  com* 
municants  ;  whose  piety  will  be  a  sufficient  securi- 
ty for  their  honest  and  industrious  execution  of 
their  office. 

It  is  very  probable,  that  twenty  thousand  pounds 
will  be  necessary,  to  defray  all  expenses  of  servants^ 
salaries,  &c.  However,  there  will  be  the  clear 
yearly  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  which 
may  very  justly  claim  a  million  subscription. 

It  is  determined  to  lay  out  the  remaining  unap- 
plied profits,  Mfhich  will  be  very  considerable,  to- 
ward the  erecting  and  maintaining  of  charity  schools. 
A  design  so  beneficial  to  the  public,  and  especially 
to  the  protestant  interest  of  this  kingdom,  has  met 
with  so  much  encouragement  from  several  great 
patriots  in  England,  that  they,  have  engaged  to  pro- 
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care  an  act  to  secure  the  sole  benefit  of  informing, 
on  this  swearing  act,  to  the  agents  and  servants  of 
this  new  bank.  Several  of  my  friends  pretend  to 
demonstrate,  that  this  bank  will  in  time  vie  with  the 
Soath  Sea  company  :  they  insist,  that  the  army  dis« 
pend  as  many  oaths  yearly  as  will  produce  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds  nett. 

There  are  computed  to  be  one  hundred  pretty 
fellows  in  this  town,  that  swear  fifty  paths  a-head 
daily ;  some  of  them  would^think  it  hard  to  be  stint- 
ed to,  a  hundred :  this  very  branch  would  produce  a 
vast  sum  yearly. 

The  fairs  of  this  kingdom  will  bring  in  a  vast  re- 
venue ;  the  oaths  of  a  little  Connaught  one,  as  wdl 
as  they  could  be  numbered  by  two  persons,  amount- 
ed to  three  thousand.  It  is  true,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  turn  all  of  them  into  ready  money ;  for 
a  shilling  is  so  great  a  duty  on  swearing,  that  if  it 
was  carefully  exacted,  the  common  people  might 
as  well  pretend  to  drink  wine  as  to  swear;  and  an 
oath  would  be  as  rare  among  them  as  a  clean^  shirt. 

A  servant  that  I  employed  to  accompany  the 
militia  their  last  muster  day,  had  scored  down,  in 
the  compass  of  eight  hours,  three  hundred  oaths  j 
but,  as  the  putting  of  the  act  in  execution  on  those 
days  would  only  fill  the  stocks  v/ith  porters,  and 
pawn-shops  with  muskets  and  swords;  and  as  it 
would  be  matter  of  great  joy  to  papists,  and  disaf^ 
fected  persons,  to  see  our  militia  swear  themselves 
out  of  their  guns  and  swords ;  it  is  resolved  that  ho 
advantage  shall  be  taken  of  any  militiaman's  swear- 
ing while  he  is  under  arms ;  nor  shall  any  advantage 
be  taken  of  any  man's  swearing  in  the  four  courts, 
provided  he  is  at  hearing  in  the  exchequer,  or  has 
just  paid  off  an  attorney's  bilL 

The  medicinal  use  of  oaths  is  what  the  undertaker 
W0UI4  by  no  means  discourage,  especially  where  it 
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is  necessary  to  help  the  lungs  to  throw  off  any  dis- 
tilling humour.  On  certificate  of  a  course  of  swear- 
ing prescribed  by  any  physician,  a  permit  will  be 
given  to  the .  patient,  by  the  proper  officer  of  the 
bank,  paying  no  more  than  sixpence.  It  is  expect- 
ed that  a  scheme  of  so  much  advantage  to  the  pub- 
lic will  meet  with  more  encouragement  than  their 
<^himerical  banks ;  and  the  undertaker  hopes,  that 
as  he  has  spent  a  considerable  fortune  in  bringing 
this  scheme  to  bear,  be  may  have  the  satisfaction  to 
see  it  take  place  for  the  public  good,  though  he 
should  have  the  fate  of  most  projectors,  to  be  undone. 

It  is  resolved,  that  no  compositions  shall  be  made, 
nor  licenses  granted,  for  swearing,  under  a  notion 
of  applying  the  money  to  pious  uses ;  a  practice  so 
scandalous  as  is  fit  only  for  the  see  of  Rome,  where 
the  money  arising  from  whoring  licenses  is  applied 
ad  propagandam  Jidem:  and,  to  the  shame  of 
Smock-alley  and  of  all  protestant  whores  (especially 
those  who  live  under  the  light  of  the  gospel-minis- 
try) be  it  spoken,  a  whore  in  Rome  neVer  liesdown, 
but  she  hopes  it  will  be  the  means  of  converting  some 
poor  heathen  or  heretic. 

The  swearing  revenues  of  the  town  of  Cork  will 
be  given  for  ever,  by  the  bank,  to  the  support  of 
poor  clergy men*s  widows;  and  those  of  Ringsend 
will  be  allowed  to  the  maintenance  of  sailors'  bas- 
tards. 

The  undertaker  designs,  in  a  few  days,  to  appoint 
time  and  place  for  taking  subscriptions ;  the  sub- 
scribers must  come  prepared  to  pay  down  one  fourth 
on  subscribing. 

P.  S.  The  Jews  of  Rotterdam  have  offered  to  farm 
the  revenues  of  Dublin  ^t  twenty  thousand  pounds 
per  aniium.  Several  eminent  Quakers  are  also  wil- 
ling to  take  them  at  that  rent ;  but  the  undertaker 
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has  rejected  their  proposals,  beiug  resolved  to  deal 
with  none  but  Christians. 

Application  may  be  made  to  him  about  them,  any- 
day,  at  Patt's  coflTee-house,  where  attendaace  will  be 
given. 


A  LETTER 

TO  THE 

KING  AT  ARMS, 

FROM  A  REPUTED  SSdUIRE,   ONE  OF  THE  SUBSCRIBERS 

TO  THB  BANK. 


[The  title,  Esquire,  according  to  a  high  authority,  was  anciently 
applied  **  to  the  younger  sons  of  nobility  and  their  heirs  in  the 
immediate  line,  to  the  eldest  sons  of  knights  and  their  heirs,  t* 
the  esqiure  of  the  knights  and  others  of  that  rank  in  his  JNIa- 
iesty's  service,  and  to  such  as  had  eminent  employment  in  the 
commonwealth,  and  were  not  knighted,  such  as  judges,  sheriffs, 
and  iustices  of  the  peace  during  their  offices,  and  some  others. 
But  now,**  says  Sir  Edward  Walker,  *'  in  the  days  of  Charles 
L»  the  addition  is  so  increased,  that  he  is  a  very  poor  and  m- 
considerabie  person  who  writes  himself  less." 

Accordingly,  most  of  the  signatures  for  shares  in  the  projected 
National  Bank  of  Ireland,  were  dignified  with  the  addition 
of  Esquire,  which,  added  to  the  obscurity  of  the  subscribers, 
incurs  the  ridicule  of  our  author,  in  the  following  treatis&J 

NoTember  18, 17^1. 

Sir, 
In   a  late  printed  paper,  containing  some   notes 
and  queries  upon  that  list  of  the  subscribers'  names 

♦  Observations  on  frequent  promotions  to  titles  of  honour,  ia 
Historical  Discourses.  Loud.  1705,  p.  310. 
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Tvhich  was  published  by  order  of  the  comtnisstoners 
for  receiving  subscriptions^  I  find  some  hints  and  in-& 
uendoesthat  would  seem  to  insinuate,  as  if  I  and  some 
others  were  only  reputed  esquires;  and  our  case  isr 
referred  to  you,  in  your  kingly  capacity.  I  desire 
you  will  please  to  let  me  know  the  lowest  price  of  a 
real  esquire's  coat  of  arms :  and  if  we  can  agree,  I 
will  give  my  bond  to  pay  you  out  of  the  first  in- 
terest I  receive  for  my  subscription ;  because  things 
are  a  little  low  with  me  at  present,  by  throwing  my 
whole  fortune  into  the  bank,  having  subscribed  for 
five  hundred  pounds  sterling. 

Iliope  you  will  not  question  my  pretensions  to 
this  title,  when  I  let  you  know  that  my  godfather 
was  a  justice  of  peace,  and  I  myself  have  been  often 
a  keeper  of  it.  My  father  was  a  leader  and  com- 
mander of  horse,  in  which  post  he  rode  before  the 
greatest  lords  of  the  land ;  *  and,  in  long  marches, 
he  alone  presided  over  the  baggage,  advancing  di- 
rectly before  it.  My  mother  kept  open  house  in 
Dublin,  where  several  hundreds  were  supported 
with  meat  and  drink  bought  at  her  own  charge^  or 
with  her  personal  credit,  until  some  envious  brewers 
and  butchers  forced  her  to  retire  f. 

As  to  myself,  I  have  been  for  several  years  a  foot- 
officer;  and  it  was  my  charge  to  guard  the  car- 
riages, behind  which  I  was  commanded  to  stick 
close,  that  they  might  not  be  attacked  in  the  rear. 
I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  a  favourite  of  several 
fine  ladies ;  who  each  of  them^  at  different  times, 
gave  me  such  coloured  knots  and  public  marks  of 
distinction,  that  every  one  knew  which  of  them  it 
was  to  whc>m  I  paid  my  address.  They  would  not- 
go  into  their  coach  without  me,  nor  willingly  drink 


*  A  po8tiIioD« 

I  His  mother  kept  an  eating-house,  and  became  bankrupt 
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unless  I  gftve  them  the  glass  with  my  own  hand. 
They  allowed  me  to  call  them  my  mistresses^  and 
ovmed  that  title  publicly.  I  have  been  told,  that 
the  true  ancient  employment  of  a  squire  was  to 
carry  a  knight's  shield,  painted  with  his  colours, 
and  coat  of  arms. '  This  is  what  I  have  witnesses  to 
produce  that  I  have  often  done;  not  indeed  in  a 
shield,  like  my  predecessors,  but  that  which  is  full 
as  good,  1  have  carried  the  colours  of  a  knight  upon 
my  coat*.  I  have  likewise  borne  the  king's  arms 
in  my  hand,  as  a  mark  of  authority  f;  and  hung 
them  painted  before  my  dwell ing-house,  as  a  mark 
of  my  calling  J ;  so  that  I  may  truly  say,  his  majes- 
ty's arms  have  been  my  supporters.  I  have  been  a 
strict  and  constant  follower  of  men  of  quality.  I  have 
diligently  pursued  the  steps  of  several  squires,  and 
am  able  to  behave  myself  as  well  20^  the  best  of  them, 
whenever  there  shall  be  occasion. 

I  desire  it  may  be  no  disadvantage  to  me,  that, 
by  the  new  act  of  parliament  going  to  pass  for 
preserving  the  game,  I  am  not  yet  qualified  to 
keep  a  greyhound.  If  this  should  be  the  test  of 
squirehood,  it  will  go  hard^  with  a  great  number 
of  my  fraternity,  as  well  as  myself,  who  must  all 
be  unsquired,  because  a  greyhound  wilknot  be 
allowed  to  keep  us  company  ;  and  it  is  well  known 
I  have  been  a  companion  to  his  betters.  What  has 
a  greyhound  to  do  with  a  squireship  ?  might  I  not 
be  a  real  squire,  although  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  a  greyhound  in  the  world  ?  Pray  tell  me,  sir,  are 
greyhounds  to  be  from  henceforth  the  supporters  of 
every  squire's  coat  of  arms  ?  Although  I  cannot 
keep  a  greyhound,  may  not  a  greyhou^nd  help  to 
keep  me  ?  May  not  I  have  an  order  from  the  go- 


*  As  a  footman.       f  As  a  constable.       i  As  an  innkeeper* 
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vemors  of  the  bank  to  keep  a  greyhound,  with  a  nan 
bbsiante  to  the  act  of  parliament,  as  well  as  they 
have  created  a  bank  against  the  votes  of  the  two 
bouses  ?  Butf  however,  this  difficulty  will  soon  be 
overcome,  I  am  promised  1 251.  a  year  for  subscrib- 
ing 5001. ;  and  of  this  5001.  I  am  to  pay  in  only  251. 
ready  money :  the  governors  will  trust  me  for  the 
rest,  and  pay  themselves  out  of  the  interest  by  251. 
per  cent,     oo  that  I  intend  to  receive  only  401.  a 
year,  to  qualify  me  for  keeping  my  family  and  a 
greyhound,  and  let  the  remaining  851.  go  on  till  it 
makes500l.  then  10001.,  then  10,0001.,  then  100,0001.^ 
then  a  million,  and  so  forward.     This,  I  think,  is 
much  better  (betwixt  you  and  me)  ^than  keeping 
fairs,  and  buying  and  selling  bullocks;  by  which  I 
find,  from  experience,  that  little  is  to  be  gotten  ia 
these  hard  times.     I  am,  sir. 

Your  friend,  and  servant  to  command, 

A.  B.,  Esquire. 

Postscript.  I  hope  you  will  favourably  represent 
my  case  to  the  publisher  of  the  paper  above-men- 
tioned. 

Direct  your  letter  for  A,  B.,  Esquire,  at ,  in 

;  and  pray  get  some  parliament-man  to  frank 

it^  for  it  will  cost  a  groat  postage  to  this  place. 
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EBENEZER  ELLISTON. 

WHO  WAS  EXECUTED  THE  SECOND  DAT  OF  MAT  172^ 
PMiahedt  at  hie  d/mn^fw  ihecmnmion  good. 


[Ebenezer  Ellis  ton,  a  malefactor,  was  executed  for  street  rob- 
bery. His  parents,  according  to  Faulkner,  were  rigid  dissen. 
ters,  had  jeiTea  him  a  good  education,  put  him  apprentice  to  a 
silk-weaTer,  and  settled  htm  in  that  profession,  which  he  gra* 
dually  exchanged  for  those  of  a  fine  gentleoian,  a  gamester,  aad 
a  housebreaker.  At  this  time  the  streets  of  Dublin  were  in« 
fested  with  street  robbers,  who  used  to  bind  and  gag  passen- 
gers after  they  had  robbed  and  maltreated  them.  Dean  Swift 
composed  Elliston's  pretended  speech  as  an  experiment  in  aid  of 
the  police*  It  had  a  most  excellent  effect,  being  received  as 
genuine  by  the  banditti  who  had  been  companions  of  his  depre- 
dations ;  who  were  the  more  easily  persuaded  of  its  authen* 
ticity,a8  it  contained  none  of  the  cant  usual  in  the  dying  speeches 
composed  for  malefactors  by  the  Ordinary  or  the  ballad.makers. 
The  threat  which  it  held  out  of  a  list  deposited  with  a  secure 
hand,  containing  their  names,  crimes,  and  places  of  rendezvous, 
operated  for  a  long  time  in  preventing  a  repetition  of  their  viU 
lanies^  which  had  previously  been  so  common*] 


1  AM  now  going  to  suffer  the  just  punishnnent  for 
tny  crimes  prespribed  by  the  law  of  God  and  my 
country.     I  know  it  is  the   constant  custom>  that 

VOL.   VII,  D 
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those  who  come  to  this  place  should  have  speeches 
made  for  them,  and  cried  about  in  their  own  hear- 
ing, as  they  aie  carried  to  execution ;  and  truly  they 
are  such  speeches,  that  although  our  fraternity  be 
an  ignorant  illiterate  people,  they  would  make  a 
man  ashamed  to  have  such  nonsense  and  false  Eng« 
lish  charged  upon  him,  even  when  he  is  going  to 
the  gallows.  They  contain  a  pretended  account  of 
our  birth  and  fiStmily,  of  the  fact  for  which  we  are  to 
die,  of  our  sincere  repentance,  and  a  declaration  of 
our  religion.  I  cannot  expect  to  avoid  the  same 
treatment  with  my  predecessors. 

However,  having  had  an  education  one  or  two 
degrees  better  than  those  of  my  rank  and  profes- 
sion, I  have  been  considering,  ever  since  my  com- 
mitment, what  it  might  be  proper  for  me  to  deliver 
upon  this  occasion. 

.  And  first*  I  cannot  say,  from  the  bottom  of  .my 
heart,  that  I  am  truly  sorry  for  the  offence  I  have 
given  to  God  and  the  world;  but  I  am  very  much 
BO  for  the  bg^d  success  of  my  villanies,  in  bringing 
me  to  this  untimely  end ;  for  it  is  plainly  evident 
that  after  having  some  time  ago  obtained  a  pardon 
from  the  crown,  I  again  took  up  my  old  trade ;  my 
evil  habits  were  so  rooted  in  me,  and  I  was  grown 
so  unfit  for  any  other  kind  of  employment.  And 
therefore,  although,  in  compliance  with  my  friends, 
I  resolved  to  go  to  the  gallows  after  the  usual  man- 
ner, kneeling,  with  a  book  in  my  hand  and  my  eyes 
lifted  up  ;  yet  I  shall  feel  no  more  devotioq  in  my 
heart,  than  I  have  observed  in  my  comrades,  who 
have  been  drunk  among  common  whores  the  very 
night  before  their  execution.  I  can  say  farther,  fro  m 
my  own  knowledge,  that  two  of  my  fraternity,  after 
they  had  been  banged,  and  wonderfully  came  to 
life  and  made  their  escapes,  as  it  sometimes  ha{i- 
pens,  proved  afterward  the  wickedest  rogues  I  ever 
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kneWj and  so  continued  nntilthey  were  hanged ag^in 
for  good  and  all ;  and  yet  they  hs^  the  impudenqq 
at  both  thnes  they  went  to  the  gallows,  to  smite  their 
breasts  and  lift  up  their  eyes  to  Heaven  all  ihe.way» 

Secondly.  From  the  knowledge  ^  I  have  of  my 
own  wicked  dispositions,  and  that  of  my  comrade^ 
I  give  it  as  my  opinion^,  that  nothing  can  be  moi^e 
unlbrtunale  to  the  public,  than  the  mercy  of  the 
govejmm^at  in  ever  I  pardoning  or  transporting  us; 
unlesa  when  we  .betray-  one  another,  as  we  never 
fail  to  do,  if  we  are  i$ur0  to  be  weU  paid,  and  then  g. 
pardon  may  do  good :  by  the  sam^e  rule.  That  jt  is 
better  to  have  one  foK  in  a  farm  than  thre^  or  four. 
Bui  we  generally  make  a  shift  to  return  after  ,beiu|; 
trans^rt^d,  and  arie  ten  times  greater,  rogues  than 
before,  and  much  more  cunning.  Besadesy  I  knour 
it  by  experience,  that,  some  hope  we  have  of  find- 
iag  mercy  whexx  w^  are  tried,  or  af)ber  we  are  con- 
deomedi  is  al wiays  a  great  encouragement  to  us. 

Thirdly.  Nothing  is  mpre  dangerous  to  idle 
young  fdlows  tha«n.  the  company  of  those  odipus 
common  whores,  w^  fr/[fqu^0t,  and  of  which  ^s 
town  is  fu!l :  tibese  wretches  put  us  upon  all  mischief 
to  feed  their  lusts  and  extravagancies:  they  are  tisn 
times  more  bloody  and  cruel  than  ipen;  their  ad- 
vice is  always  not  to  spare  if  we  are  pursi^ :.  they 
get  drunk  with  us,  and  are  common  to  us ;  and  y^ty  if 
they  can  get  any  thing  by  it,  are  /sure  to  be  our  be- 
trayers. .)    .     , 

Now,  as  I  am  a  4yiu|2:  man,  I  have  done  some- 
thing which  may  be  <rf  good  uf^  io  the  public.  I 
have  left  with  an  hon^t.m^n  (aodt  indeed,  the  only 
honest  man  I  Win^  (ever  acqiiainied  with)  the  names 
of  all  my  wicked .  brethren,  th^  present  places  of 
their  abode,  with  a  short  account  of  the  chief  crimes 
they  have  oomsnitted;  in  many  of  which  I  have 
been  their  accomplice^  and  lieard  the  rest  from  their 
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own  roouths  :  I  have  likewise  set  down  the  names 
of  those  we  call  our  setters,  of  the  wicked  houses  we 
frequent,  and  of  those  who  receive  and  buy  our  sto- 
len goods.  I  have  solemnly  charged,  this  honest 
man,  and  have  received  this  promise  upon  oath, 
that  whenever  he  hears  of  any  rogue  to  be  tried  for 
robbing  or  housebreaking,  he  will  look  into  his  list, 
and  if  he  finds  the  name  there  of  the  thief  concern- 
ed, to  send  the  whole  paper  to  the  government.  Of 
this  I  here  give  my  companions  fair  and  public 
•Warning,  and  hope  they  will  take  it. 
'  Jn  the  paper  above  mentioned,  which  I  left  with 
my  friend,  I  have  also  set  down  the  names  of  several 
gentlemen  who  have  been  robbed  in  Dublin  streets 
for  three  years  past :  I  have  told  the  circumstances 
of  tho^e  robberies  ;  and  show  plainly  that  nothing 
but  the  want  of  common  courage  was  the  cause  of 
th«ir  misfortune.  I  have  therefore  desired  my 
friend,  that  whenever  any  gentleman  happens  to  be 
I'obbed  in  the  streets,  he  will  get  that  relation  print- 
<6d  and  published,  with  the  first  letters  of  those  gen- 
tlemen^s  names,  who  by  their  own  want  of  bravery 
are  like  to  be  the  cause  of  all  the  mischief  of  that 
kind  which  may  happen  for  the  future.  » 

I  cannot  leave  the  world  without  a  short  de- 
scription of  that  kind  of  life  which  I  have  led  for 
some  years  past  j  and  it  is  exactly  the  same  with 
the  rest  of  our  wicked  brethren. 

Although  we  ace  generally  so  corrupted  from  our 
childhood;  as  to  have  no  sense  of  goodness ;  yet 
something  heavy  always  hangs  about  us,  I  know 
not  what  it  is,  that  we  are  never  easy  till  we  are  half 
drunk  among  our  whores  and  companions ;  nor 
sleep  sound.  Unless  we  drink  longer  than  we  can 
stand.  If  we  go  abroad  in  the  day,  a  wise  maa 
would  easily  find  us  to  be  rogues  by  our  faces,  we 
have  such  a  suspicious,    fearful,  and  constrained 
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eountenance;  often  turning  back,  and  slinking 
through  narrow  lanes  and  alleys,  I  have  never 
failed  of  knowing  a  brother  thief  by  his  looks, 
though  I  never  saw  him  before.  Every  man  among 
us  keeps  his  particular  whore,  who  is,  however, 
common  to  us  all  when  we  have  a  mind  to  change* 
When  we  have  got  a  booty,  if  it  be  in  money,  we 
divide  it  equally  among  our  companions,  and  soon 
squander  it  away  on  our  vices  in  those  houses  that 
receive  as ;  for  the  master  and  mistress,  and  the  very 
tapster,  go  snacks ;  and  besides  make  us  pay  triple 
reckonings.  If  our  plunder  be  plate,  watches, 
rings,  snuff-boxes,  and  the  like,  we  have  customers 
in  all  quarters  of  the  town  to  take  them  off.  I  have 
seen  a  tankard  worth  fifteen  pounds  sold  to  a  fellow 

in street  for  twenty  shillings  ;    and  a  gold 

watch  for  thirty.  T  have  set  down  his  name,  and 
that  of  several  others,  in  the  paper'  already  men* 
tinned.  We  have  setters  watching  in  corners,  and  by 
dead  walls,  to  give  us  notice  when  a  gentleman  goes 
by,  especially  if  he  be  any  thing  in  drink.  I  believe 
in  my  conscience,  that  if  an  account  were  made  of 
a  thousand  pounds  in  stolen  goods,  considering  the 
low  rates  we  sell  them  at,  the  bribes  we  must  give 
for  concealment,  the  extortions  of  alehouse-reckon- 
ings, and  other  necessary  charges,  there  would  not 
remain  fifty  pounds  clear  to  be  divided  among  the 
robbers.  And  out  of  this  we  must  find  clothes  for 
our  whores,  beside  treating  them  from  morning  to 
night ;  who  in  requital  reward  us  with  nothing  but 
treachery  and  the  pox.  For  when  our  money  is 
gone,  they  are  every  moment  threatening  to  inform 
against  us,  if  we  will  not  go  out  and  look  for  more. 
If  any  thing  in  this  world  be  like  hell,  as  I  have 
heard  it  described  by  our  clergy,  the  truest  picture 
of  it  must  be  in  the  back  room  of  one  of  our  alcr 
houses  at  midnight ;  where  a  crew  of  robbers  and 
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their  whores  are  met  together  after  a  booty,  and  are 
beginning  to  grow  drank;  from  wiiich  timej  until 
they  are  past  their  senses,  is  such  a  continued  hor- 
rible noise  of  cursing  and  blasphemy,  lewdness, 
scurrility,  and  brutish  behaviour,  such  roaring  and 
confusion,  such  a  clatter  of  mugs  and  pots  at  each 
other's  heads,  that  Bedlam,  in  comparison,  is  a  so- 
ber and  orderly  place.     At  last  they  all  tumble 
from  their  stools  and  benches,  and  sleep  away  the 
rest  of  the  night ;  and  generally  the  landlord  or  his 
wife,  or  some  other  whore  who  has  a  stronger  head 
than  the  rest,  picks  their  pockets  before  they  wake. 
The  misfortune  is,  that  we  can  never  be  easy  till 
we  are  drunk;  and  our  drunkenness  constantly  ex- 
poses us  to  be  more  easily  betrayed  and  taken. 

This  is  a  short  picture  of  the  life  I  have  led ; 
which  is  more  miserable  than  that  of  the  poorest 
^  labourer  who  works  for  four-pence  a  day  ;  and  yet 
custom  is  so  strong,  that  I  am  confident  if  I  could 
make  my  escape  at  the  foot  of  the  gallows,  I  should 
be  following  the  sdme  course  this  very  evening.  So 
that,  upon  the  whole,  we  ought  to  be  looked  upon 
as  the  common  enemies  of  mankind,  whose  inter- 
est it  is  to  root  us  out  like  wolves  and  other  mis- 
chievous vermin,  against  which  no  fair  play  is  re- 
quired. 

If  I  have  done  service  to  men  in  what  I  have  said, 
I  shall  hope  I  have  done  service  to  God  ;  and  that 
will  be  better  than  a  silly  speech  made  for  me  fuH 
of  whining  and  canting,  which  I  utterly  despise, 
and  have  never  been  used  to ;  yet  such  a  one  I  ex- 
pect to  have  my  ears  tormented  with  as  I  am  pas- 
sing along  the  streets. 

•  Good  people,  fare  ye  well ;  bad  as  I  am,  I  leave 
many  wbrse  behind  me.  I  hope  you  shall  see  me 
4ie  Uke  a  man  the  death  of  a  dog. 

E.  E- 
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BETWEEN  PHYSICIANS  AND  CIVILIANS 

INQUIBEO   INTO. 
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RIGHT  OF  PRECEDENCE 

BETWEEN  PHYSICIANS  AND  CIVlLLiNS 

INQUIRED   INTO. 


[The  dispute  which  was  the  immediate  occasion  of  this  piece  of 
irony  is  now  forgotteo,  but  the  general  title  is  sufficient  to 
make  its  humour  intelligible.  Some  personal  satire,  which  pro* 
bably  rendered  it  still  more  poignant  at  its  first  publication,  b 
now  lost  by  the  lapse  of  time.] 


**  Tu  major,  tibi  me  est  aeqnnm  parare,  Menalca.'*    Yirg. 
"  Fidis  offendar  medicis?  irrascar  amicife  ?*    HoR. 

1  HAVE  waited  hitherto,  with  no  little  impatience, 
to  see  some  good  effect  of  that  debate,  which  I 
thought  was  happily  started  at  a  late  meeting  of  our 
university  *,  upon  the  subject  of  precedence  be- 
tween professors  of  law  and  physic.  And,  tliough 
I  cannot  join  in  opinion  with  the  worthy  gentleman 
who  first  moved  in  it,  I  must  needs  say,  the  motion 
was  seasonable,  and  well  became  him  :  for,  beside 
that  he  intended  an  honour  to  a  faculty  he  was  pro- 
moted above,  and  was  so  self-denying  as  to  wave  all 
debates  of  that  nature  as  long  as  he  was  a  party  con- 
cerned in  the  motion,  he  did  what  in  him  lay  to  put 
an  end,   by  authority,  to  a  point  in  controversy. 


Trinit/  college^  Dublin, 
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which  had  long  divided  the  gentlemen  of  those  two 
faculties ;  and  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  the  same 
person  does  not  hereafter  prove  as  much  a  friend 
to  piety  and  learning  in  his  other  designs,  as  he  has 
been  already  in  this,  to  the  peaCe  and  agreement  of 
learned  men. 

Hut,  to  my  great  disappointment,  little  more  has 
been  said  upon  the  subject,  since  the  first  debate, 
than  what  has  been  argued  in  private,  more  for  the 
entertainment  of  single  gentlemen  than  the  use  and 
information  of  mankind.  I  have  heard  that  the 
matter  is  brought  to  a  compromise ;  and  professors 
in  both  faculties  have  agreed  to  yield  precedence  to 
one  another,  according  to  their  standing  and  the 
date  of  their  commencement. 

But  this  to  me  appears  no  satisfactory  way  of  de- 
ciding a  point  of  such  ijnportance.  And,  to  speak 
freely,  it  is  but  drawing  a  skin  over  a  wound,  and 
giving  it  a  face  of  a  soundness,  when  there  lies  filth 
and  purulence  within,  which  will  another  time  break 
out  with  more  pain  and  greater  danger. 

The  time  is  approaching,  when  it  will  be  proper 
once  more  to  bring  this  affair  upon  the  carpet ;  and 
I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  point  is  of  such 
consequence,  that  it  ought  not  to  subside,  as  it  has 
done  of  late  :  it  should  neither  rest  upon  that  slight 
baffle  it  received  at  its  first  appearance  in  public, 
nor  be  hushed  up  in  silence>  under  the  pretence  of 
any  private  accomodation,  which  .  the  parties  con- 
cerned have  since  come  to,  for  the  sake  of  civility 
and  good  manners  in  company. 
*  I  am  one  of  those  who  love  peace  upon  a  good 
foundation;  and  do,  for  that  reason,  no  less  admire 
'truth,  upon  which  alone  a  lasting  p^ace  can  be 
founded.  And,  as  I  am  qualified  to  introduce  this 
matter  at  the  next  meeting  of  our  university,  and 
fully  determined  to  do  so,  I  thought  it  reasonable  to 
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give  this  friendly  notice  to  all  parties,  that  they  study 
the  point,  and  make  themselves  masters  of  it,  and 
give  it  so  thorough  a  canvassing  in  what  manner 
they  think  fit,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  exception 
and  wrangling  when  the  question  comes  to  be  so- 
lemnly debated  in  that  assembly. 

But,  before  I  come  to  the  merits  of  the  cause  it- 
self, you  must  give  me  leave  to  make  one  observa- 
tion in  the  way,  concerning  the  importance  of  pre- 
cedence in  general ;  which  may  prove  of  singular 
use  to  mankind,  who  are  for  the  most  part  unap- 
prised of  it. 

As  I  remember,  there  fell  a  very  harsh  expres- 
sion from  a  certain  gentleman  (with  whom  it  is  not 
usual  to  be  unguarded)  who  appeared  an  advocate 
for  physicians,  when  the  motion  was  first  made  to 
thrust  them  from  place.     He  was  pleased  to  call  it 
a  womanish  debate,  if  I  took  him  right ;  but,  as  much 
a  friend  as  I  am  to  his  person  and  cause,  I  will  not 
follow  him  in  that  opinion ;  and  will  farther  say,  the- 
expression  was  mean,  and  beneath  the  dignity  of  his 
character.     There  is  an  unkind  reflection  couched 
in  it  upon  a  sex,  by  which  much  of  the  decencies  of 
life  and  little  morals  are  supported;  and  it  does  not 
agree  with  that  taste  of  gallantry  which  he  is  thought 
to  have,  and'is  very  consistent  with  his  profession  ; 
and  is  even  ungrateful  in  a  man  of  that  faculty,  which 
is  more  in  favour  with  the  ladies  than  any  other, 
except  divinity. 

But,  not  to  insist  upon  this,  I  cannot  think,  as 
that  expression  implies,  that  the  matter  is  at  all  be- 
neath the  consideration  of  the  greatest  and  most 
learned  of  men.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  the  ques- 
•  tion  was  well  moved;  and,  since  it  has  been  inpved, 
every  one  should  endeavour  to  find  on  which  side 
of  the  argument  the  advantage  lies;  and  I  wonder 
that  in  this  interval  of  parliament  and  business  (the 
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usual  vacation  of  this  kingdom)  something  has  not 
been  offered  before  tliis  tim^  for  the  quieting  men's 
minds.  It  is  a  difference  among  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects, which  it  becomes  every  healing  spirit  to  com- 
pose, and  is  a  duty  both  of  religion  and  loyalty. 

I  would  ask,  is  precedence,  or  distinction  of  place, 
of  no  moment  among  men  ?  Are  women  only  con- 
cerned in  it  ?  Does  society  owe  nothing  of  conve- 
niency  to  it?  Is  it  indifferent,  whether  a  man  sits  at 
a  lady's  elbow,  or  her  pert  chaplain's  ?  near  a  soup 
at  the  head  of  the  table,  or  beef  at  the  bottom  ?  Is 
there  no  advantage  in  the  first  plate,  or  the  earliest 
compliment  of  the  glass,  or  the  respect  of  waiters,  or 
in  ruling  the  books  at  a  quarter  sessions,  and' being 
honoured  with  the  cushion  in  the  face  of  one's 
country  ?  Is  it  of  no  consequence  to  be  in  the  eye  of 
the  government?  and  does  not  precedence  contri- 
bute to  that  at  a  Tholsel*  entertainment  ?  What  are 
academical  degrees  so  dearly  purchased  for,  but 
place ;  and  can  a  professor  answer  it  to  his  trust  or 
interest,  to  disparage  precedence  ?  For  what  other 
reason  in  nature  but  precedence,  did  a  great  man  of 
my  acquaintance  lately  become  a  double  grand  com- 
pounder for  his  degree  ?  and  another,  undeceive  man- 
kind, or  rather  deceive  women,  and  suffer  himself  to 
be  pronounced  a  venerable  man  in  spite  of  his  youth- 
ful looks?  Shall  not  the  solemn  Doctor  ■  in  his 
chariot,  take  place  of  plain  Mr  -^—  in  his  ?  and 
have  the  heels  of  him  in  preferment,  according  ta 
the  start  he  has  in  precedence  ? 

Give  me  leave  to  say,  that  the  notion  of  the  insig- 
nificancy of  place  has  been  of  infinite  prejudice  to 


*  The  Tfaolsel  of  Dublin  is  the  place  where  Corporadoas  meeL 
Th^  ss^ne^word  is  applied  to  the  ^uild^H^U  in  Bristol,  and  else- 
where.  . 
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waxij  worthy  men,  and  of  as  great  ad\fantage  to' 
others,  who  have  juster  thoughts  of  it.  While  dig- 
lity  sinks  with  its  own  weight,  the  scum  of  mankind 
will  naturally  rise  above  it. 

I  have  a  pious  concern  upon  me  for  all  the  im« 
portaot  mistakes  of  mankind,  and  this  among  the 
rest;  as  to  which,  I  have  observed  strong  prejudice 
rans  counter  to  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  pria*- 
ciples  of  truth  and  reason.  Sure  I  am,  nature  di- 
rects every  person  and  thing  to  maintain  its  situa* 
tion,  or  rather  not  so  much  to  keep  its  own  place, 
as  to  aspire  and  displace  others.  And  the  reason  is 
plain,  because  that  is  a  tendency  to  the  uppermost 
point,  and  an  approach  to  perfection ;  and  therefore, 
contrary  to  common  opinions,  I  have  ever  thought 
there  is  piety  in  pride  and  ambition,  and  that  it  is 
virtue  to  be  emulous  and  aspiring.  And  when  I 
hear,  as  in  my  time  I  have  many,  conceited  decla« 
mations  against  pride,  I  suspect  it  is  with  the  de- 
sign of  a  monopoly,  and  to  engross  it;  as  I  have 
known  an  ingenious  schoolboy  spit  in  his  mess  of 
porridge,  not  to  abuse  the  good  creature,  but  to  se* 
care  it  all  to  himself.  What  is  that  dominion  so 
early  given  to  mankind,  but  superiority  of  power 
and  place  ?  and  then  to  act  up  to  it,  is  not  womanish, 
but  manly.  And  if  that  was  a  precept,  I  will  take 
upon  me  to  say,  there  is  not  one  point  of  duty  so 
universally  and  exactly  observed. 

And  society  has  so  great  a  consideration  of  places 
that  we  find  wise  provisions  made  for  the  regulating 
of  it,  and  for  settling  the  due  pre-eminence  of  all 
degrees  of  men,  and  an  office  of  heraldry  for  that 
purpose,  which  may  be  found  in  almost  every  house 
of  quality.  I  could  go  farther  than  this,  but  for  this 
reason,  that  it  is  out  of  my  way,  and  none  of  my 
business,  to  determine  the  force  of  great  examples, 
and  make  conclusions  upon  Scripture ;  and  perhaps 
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my  friend^s  best  apology  is,  that  the  Bible  is  ontjof 
the  road  of  his  profession  and  study;*  but  I  wilt  say 
thus  much,  that  as  I  havie  observed  divines  to  be  so 
far  scriptural  in  their  carriage,  as  to  take  "  the. right 
hand  of  fellowship"  oh  all  occasions,  ami  carry. their 
disputes  about. place  as  high  as  any  other  sort  ^ 
men ;  so  their  practice  (such  is  my  deference)  ]s<  to 
me  the  best  gloss  upon  duty, .  and  my.  conTiction, 
and  should  be  his.  And  this  plainly  determines  the 
point  against  him,  and  shows  the  importance  of  pre^ 
pedence;  and  then  it  will  follow  in.  logic,  that,  if 
taking  place  be  matter  of  moment,  to  dispute  about 
place  is  not  womanish  or  trivial. 
.  And,  this  allowed,  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  th^t, 
upon  this  religious  principle,  all  our  late  proliio<# 
tions  of  nobility  have  proceeded;  and  that  ^o  many 
gentlemen  have.procnred  themselves  titles,  not,  as 
some'  have  injuriously  thought,  that  they  might 
take  place  of  their  betters,  but  out  of  a  sense  of 
duty;  and  while  some  (alas!  too  many)  ignorantly 
despise  thera  for  their  worthless  ambition,  I  regard 
them  with  another  eye,  and  honour  them  for  their 
piety,  .and  courage,  and  conscience,  and  even  co*i- 
descension  in  being  made  great:  and  do  from  my 
heart  pity  such  as  catmot  be  greater,  without  being 
less.  Indeed  the  roll  of  our  nobility  is  at  pre^tit 
very  voluminous;  but  no  matter  for  that.  If  th«re 
were  more  of  them,  such  is  the  ductility  of  my  re- 
spect, I  could,  with  a  smaller  quantity  of  esteem,  do 


*  ETen  Father  Chaucer  alludes  to  this  scandal  upon  the  medi« 

cal  facnltj  ;  when  finishing  his  portrait  of  the  Doctor  of  Pk^viCy 

he  adds, 

*'  His  study  was  but  little  on  the  Bible." 

Ben  Jonson  alSo  describes  a  physician, 

"  That,  letting  6od  alone,  ascribes  to  Nature 
More  than  her  jshare*"  ■■     
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honour  to  tfaetH  ail.  I  raoke  the  same  account  of 
nobility  of  all  dates,  as  1  dot  of  books ;  I  value  the 
old,  as  usually  more  exact,  and  genuine,  and  useful; 
though  eotnmonlj^  urtlettered,  and  often  loose  in  the 
bindings;  and  I  value  thejhsew/because——- but  the 
notion  is  obvious,  and  I  leave  my  reader  to  pursue 
it.  I  was  led  into  this  comparison  from  the  curiosa 
feUciias  of  those  whose  way  it  is  to  paste  their 
arms  and  titles  of  honour  on  the  reverse  of  the  title 
pages,  which  shows  the  affinity  of  the  two.  My 
love  to  the  nobility  has  made  me  sometimes  seriously 
lament  the  great  damp  which  must  have  fallen  on 
honour  and  laudable  ambition,  had  the  peerage  bill 
succeeded  in  England ;  but  I  had  this  consolation, 
Uiat,  had  the  sluice  been  shut  there,  the  flood  of  ho- 
nour had  risen  the  higher  here,  and  overflowed 
this  my  native  kingdom.* 

I  could  here,  according  to  custom,  produce,  in 
favour  of  this  uncommon  position,  many  bright 
authorities ;  and  have  now  before  me  above  a  score 
of  quotations,  gathered  with  infinite  labour  from 
St  Chrysostom^  by  his  index;  but^  to  the  discou* 
ragemem  of  my  learning,  the  Greek  types  are  not 
ready,  and: will  not  be  set  till^he  twentieth  of  next 
month,  y^beti  the  following  editions  of  this  work 
shall  be  enriched  with  learned  languages,  in  great 
variety.  The  author  of  a  late  state  sermon  should 
have  waited  as  I  do,  rather  than  suffer  his  learning 
to  look  asquint  as  it  does,  and  make  so  frightful  a 
figure  from,  the  press.  I  am  master  of  the  stochas- 
tic art ;  and  by  virtue  of  that  I  divine^  that  those 
Greek  words  in  that  discourse  have  crept  from  the 
margin  into  the  text,  otherwise   than  the  author 


♦  From  the  probabfe  increase  of  Irish  creations. 
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intended ;  and  indeed  some  of  those  Greek  maggoti? 
are  so  uneasy  in,  and  ashamed  of,  their  place,  that 
they  seem  to  be  upon  the  crawl  backward. 

I  hope  what  has  been  offered  will  clear  this  case 
of  Conscience,  and  is  sufficient  to  show  any  man  of 
candour,  and  who  loves  and  searches  after  truth  as 
I  do,  the  importance  of  place  and  precedency  among 
men  ;  that  the  peace,  and  order,  and  honour  of  so- 
ciety, is  owing  to  it :  and,  as  women  have  been  re- 
markably strenuous  in  asserting  these  rights,  I  da 
hereby  take  upon  me  to  return  them  the  thanks  of 
mankind  (asking  pardon  for  the  professor's  misbeha- 
viour),  and  do  wish  them  perseverance  and  success 
in  all  their  laudable  attempts  of  that  nature.  Let 
them. en  joy  the  wall  and  the  right-hand  of  us  from 
this  day  forward;  not  in  consideration  of  their  weak- 
ness, or  out  of  our  courtesy,  but  in  their  own  right, 
as  patriots,  and  stout  defenders  of  the  privileges  of 
their  own  and  our  sex. 

But  to  proceed.  It  were  perhaps  a  proper  me- 
thod, in  this  as  in  other  debates  concerning  prece- 
dency, to.  appeal  to  the  Herald's  Office,  and  be  de- 
termined by  usual  and  stated  rules  there,  how  place 
in  this  case  is  to  be  given  or  taken ;  but  a  .certaia 
lord  has  assured  me  upon  his  honour,  that  nothing 
concerning  the  present  question  is  there  taken  no- 
tice of;  and  whatever  orders  may  be  delivered  in 
heraldry  about  personal  precedence,  there  is  no- 
thing said  as  to  faculties,  except  only  this^  that  doc- 
tors in  divinity,  and  those  not  specialists,  as  we  use 
to  call  them,  L  e.  such  as  have  received  that  degree 
by  the  special  indulgence  and  undeserved  favour 
and  grace  of  the  university,  shall  have  a  place  im- 
mediately above  esquires  that  are  not  of  noble  fa- 
milies. 

Upon  which  observation,  if  it  be  true>  as  I  fear 
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it  is,  I  bav6  reason  to  apprehend  some  disturbance 
in  the  icountry,  among  the  ladies  there  ;  therefore  I 
do  present  my  most  humble  service  to  Madam  — , 
wife  to  a  very  reverend  divine,  D.  D.  speciali  gra- 
Hdj  who  has  of  xnany  years  past,  to  my  knowledge, 
in  mistake  of  her  husband's  right,  taken  place  at 
table  of  a  certain  justice  of  the  peace's  lady  ;  and 
do  advise  her,  that,  in  order  to  maintain  her  prece- 
dency, she  would  once  more  send  her  spouse  up  to 
a  commencement,  and  engage  him  to  perform  his 
acts,  and  be  re-admitted,  and  take  up  his  large  cau- 
tionary bonds,  for  her  own  and  her  children's  ad- 
vantage. 

And  I  would  farther  observe,  for  the  use  bf  men 
who  love  place,  without  a  title  to  it  either  by  law 
or  heraldry;  as  some  have. a  strange  oiliness  of 
spirits^  which  carries  them  upward,  and  mounts 
them  to  the  top  of  all  company  (company  being 
often  like  bottled  liquors,  where  the  light  and  windy 
parts  hurry  to  the  head,  and  fix  in  froth) — I  would 
observe,  1  say,  that  there  is  a  secret  way  of  taking 
place  without  sensible  precedence,  and  consequent- 
ly without  offence.  This  is  a  useful  secret ;  and  I 
will  publish  it  here,  from  my  own  practice,  for  the 
benefit  of  my  countrymen,  and  the  universal  im- 
provement of  mankind. 

It  is  this.  I  generally  fix  a  sort  of  first  meridian 
in  my  thoughts  before  I  sit  down :  and,  instead  of 
observing  privately,  as  the  way  is,  whom^  in  coni- 
pany  I  may  sit  above,  in  point  of  birth,  age,  for- 
tune, or  station;  I  consider  only  the  situation  of  the 
table  by  the  points  in  the  compass,  and  the  nearer 
I  can  get  to  the  east  (which  is  a  point » of  honour 
for  many  reasons,  for  *^  porrecta  majestds  ad  ortum 
«a/w"),  I  am  so  much  the  higher ;  and  my  good 
fortune  is  to  sit  sometimes,  or  for  the  most  part* 

VOL.  VII.  8 
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due  east ;  sometimes  N.  by  E.  seldom  with  great* 
er  variation ;  and  then  I  do  myself  honour,  and 
am  blessed  with  invisible  precedence,  mystical  to 
others;  and  the  joke  is,  that  by  this  means  I  take 
place  (for  place  is  but  fancy)  of  many  that  sit  above 
me ;  and  while  most  people  in  company  lopk  upoa 
me  as  a  modest  man,  I  know  myself  to  be  a  very 
assuming  fellow,  and  do  often  look  down  with  con- 
tempt on  some  at  the  upper  end  of  the  table.  By 
this  craft  I  at  once  gratify  my  humour  (which  is 
pride),  and  preserve  my  character  ;  and  this  I  take 
to  be  the  art  of  life.  And,  sticking  to  this  rule,  I 
generally  possess  a  middle-place  in  company,  even 
in  the  vulgar  account,  and  am,  at  meat,  as  wise  men 
would  be  in  the  world, 

Extremi  piimorum,  extremis  usque  priores*. 

Hoa.  2  £p.  IL  204. 

And,  to  this  purpose,  my  way  is  to  carry  a  little 
pocket  compass  in  my  left  fob,  and  from  that  I 
take  my  measures  imperceptibly,  as  from  a  watch, 
in  the  usual  way  of  comparing  time  before  dinner  ; 
or,  if  I  chance  to  forget  that,  I  consider  the  situ- 
ation of  the  parish  church,  and  this  is  my  never- 
failing  regulator. 

I  know  some  people  take  anpther  way  for  this, 
and  place  themselves  nearest  the  dish  they  like 
best;  and  their  ambition  is  gratified  where  their 
appetite  is  so.  Eating  well  is  commonly,  and  with 
justice,  called  good  living  ;  and  their  rule  is  ;that  of 
Horace, 

Ut  quocuDque  loco  fneris,  Tixisse  libenter 

Te  dicas  f 1  Ep.  xi.  24. 


*  "  Behind  the  first,  yet  still  before  the  last." — Duncombe. 

f  "  Seize  on  the  present  joy,  and  thus  possess, 
Wherever  you  lifCp  an  inward  happiness."-— Francis. 
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^nd  it  must  be  aHowed,  as  a  standard,  their  ho« 
nour  lies  in  their  stomach  ;  as  indeed  I  have  always 
thought  that,  contrary  to  vulgar  notions,  the  scat, 
not  of  honour  only,  but  of  most  great  qualities 
of  the  mind,  as  well  as  of  the  ^disorders '  of  the 
body. 

Give  me  leave  to  explain  myself.  I  think  I  can 
reduce  to  this  one  principle  all  the  properties  of 
the  mind ;  and,  by  the  way,  as  I  take  our  grand 
devourer  of  fire  to  have  the  best  stomach  of  any 
man  living*,  I  conclude  him  the  greatest  person 
our  age  or  any  other  has  produced,  no*  excepting 
Cato's  daughter  5 -f  nor  shall  Time,  although  edass 
rerum,  ever  digest  the  memory  of  one  who  has  a 
better  appetite  than  even  Time  itself.  But  to  go 
on :  Does  not  the  stomach  mietke  men  ambitious, 
covetous,  amorous,  obsequious,  and  timeserving? 
What  made  a  certain  judge  keep  his  place  on  the 
bench  when  his  brethren  left  it^  but  his  sense  of 
honour;  i.  e.  his  keen  appetite  ?  Does  not  the  sto- 
mach alone  carry  all  debates  in  both"  houses,  and 
support  parties,  and  make  court-parasite.s  lose  their 
dinners  sometimes,  that  they  and  theirs  may  dine 
the  better  all  their  lives  after?  Do  not  we  use  to 
say  a  man  of  honour  stomachs  an  indignity  ?  Is 
nqt  English  feeding  the  foundation  of  English  bra- 
very ?  and  good  claret,  oijierte  and  French  spright- 
liness. 

In  short,  courage,  honour,  wit,  and  sense,  and 
all  arts  and  sciences,  take  their  rise  here  ^  and  this 

*  A  man  called  the  fire-eater,  who  exhibited  himself  as  a  show 
about  this  period,  suffering  slips'  of  meat  to  be  broiled  on  live 
charcoal  laid  on  his  tongue,'  and  displaying  o^l^er  feafs  of  a  like 
Bature.  '  .' 

t  Who  is  said  to  faaye  killed  herself  by  swallowing  liye  c(W|ls. 


68  RIGHT  OP  PRECEDENCE  BETWEEN 

an  ancient  has  observed,  '^  magister  artis  ingeniique 
largitor  venter :"  which,  if  it  be  true,  I  will  take 
upon  me  to  declare  our  vulgar  saying,  ''  that  men 
have  guts  in  their  brains,"  is  a  vulgar  error,  and 
should  be  rectified,  and  that  rather  their  brains  are 
in  their  guts ;  and  when  we  see  some  men  less  cou- 
rageous, witty,  or  learned,  than  others,  we  should 
pity  their  bad  stomachs  or  indigestion,  rather  than 
their  incapacity  or  indisposition  of  brain.  I  am  so 
sensible  of  this,  that  I  have  of  many  years  disused, 
as  an  absurdity,  that  saying  to  a  simple  fellow, 
**  God  help  yoijir  head  !'*  but  I  wish  him,  with  more 
propriety,  a  good  stomach,  or  a  better  dinner. 

I  could. here. chemico^mechanically  resolve  men's 
parts  into  their  feeding,  and  show  what  sort  of 
humours  and  genius  must  necessarily  proceed  from 
particular  sorts  of  meats,  and  explain  a  great  deal  of 
the  heathen  mythology  by  it ;  but  this  1  reserve  for 
a  treatise  by  itself  ^.    Yet  this  I  will  say,  that  a 


*  Swift  probably  recollected  the  Alma  of  his  friend  Prior. 

*'  I  say,  whatever  you  maintam 
Of  Almaiu  the  heart  or  brain ; 
The  plainest  man  alive  may  tell  you 
Her  seat  of  empire  is  the  belly : 
fVom  hence  she  sends  out  those  supplies 
Which  make  us  either  stout  or  wise : 
The  strength  of  every  other  member 
Is  founded  on  your  belly-timber: 
The  qualms  or  raptures  of  your  bloody 
Rise  m  proportion  to  your  food : 
And  if  yoo  would  improve  your  thought^ 
You  must  be  fed  as  well  as  taught 
Ydur  stomach  makes  your  fiibric  roll ; 
Just  as  the  bias  rules  the  bowl. 
That  great  Achilles  might  employ 
His  strength,  designed  to  ruin  Troy ; 
He  dined  on  Lion's  marrow,  spread 
On  toasts  of  ammunition-bread : 
But  by  his  mother  sent  away, 
Admu^  Hie  Thndan  girb  to  pli^, 
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writer's  stomach,  appetite,  and  victiials,  may  be 
judged  from  his  method,  style,  and  subject,  as  cer- 
tainly as  if  you  were  his  mess-feUow,  and  sat  at 
table  with  him.  Hence  we  call  a  subject  dry,  a 
writer  insipid,  notions  crude  and  indigested,  a  pam- 
phlet empty  or  hungry,  a  style  jejune^  and  many 
sach  like  expressions,  plainly  alluding  to  the  diet 
of  2U1  author;  and  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt  but 
TuUy  grounded  that  saying  of  "  helluo  librarumy* 
upon  the  same  observation. 

Now,  I  say,  it  is  evident,  if  this  be  true,  that  every 
man  at  meat  is  most  honoured  when  he  is  most  hu* 
moured,  or  when  he  sits  nearest  to  that  which 
pleases  his  palate  best ;  and  consequently  that  is  the 
first  place  to  him  upon  that  principle,  and  such  men 
must  be  allowed  to  have  the  truest  taste  of  honour 
of  all  others.  I  have  observed,  these  sort  of  people 
have  generally  a  great  propensity  to  roast  beef;  and 
it  will  be  granted,  that  to  sit  even  at  the  foot  of  the 
table,  next  a  sirloin,  which  is  a  dish  of  dignity,  and 


Effeminate  he  sate  and  qniet, 
Stiange  product  of  a  cheese-cake^liet. 

Observe  these  varioos  operations 
Of  food  and  drink  in  several  nations. 
Was  ever  Tartar  fierce  or  crael 
Upon  the  strengtii  of  water-gmel  ? . 
Bttt  who  shall  stand  bis  rage  and  force ; 
If  first  he  rides  then  eats  his  horse  ? 
SaHads  and  eggs  and  lighter  fiire 
Tune  the  Italian  spark's  guitar. 
And  if  I  take  Dan  Congreve  right, 
Pndding  and  beef  make  Britons  fight^ 
Tokay  and  coffee  cause  the  work 
Between  the  German  and  Turk : 
And  both  as  they  provisions  virant. 
Chicane,  avoid,  retreat,  and  fidnt. 

Hunger  and  thirst  or  guns  and  swords 
Give  tiie  same  death  in  different  wocds. 
To  push  this  argument  no  further ; 
To  starve  a  man  in  law  is  mnrtfaer* 


ve  a  man  in  law  is  mnrtfaer* 
Prior'8  Alma,  ap.  Poems,  1718.  foL  p.  Z66: 
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of  old  hereditary  knighthood)  is,  in  strictness  of 
heraldry,  more  honourable  than  a  place  next  the 
biggest  plain  country  squire  at  the  upper  end ;  and 
I  have  qften  chosen  it.  * 

But  to  return  from  this  useful  digression:  the 
noble  personage  aforementioned,  who  honoured  me 
with  his  sentiments  upon  this  abstruse  point,  must 
be  allowed  to  have  as  good  a  local  memory  as  any 
lord  in  the  kingdom ;  and  has  never  been  known 
once^to  mistake,  or  forget,  or  recede  from,  that  place 
of  distinction  which  is  due  to  him.  He  could  settle 
the  forms  of  a  royal  interment,  and  adjust  the  cere- 
monies of  a  coronation,  if  occasion  were ;  and  I  must 
add,  but  that  he  has  more  honour  than  to  be  offici- 
ous, he  could  have  determined  that  late  controverted 
point  of  an  English  bishop's  place  among  ours,  and 
had  saved  the  house,  had  he  been  called  upon,  the 
trouble  and  delays  of  referring  to  the  English  pre- 
cedents *. 

I  say,  his  lordship  (who  is  expert  in  heraldry^ 
and  as  communicative  of  that  useful  knowledge  as 
becomes  noble  spirits)  has  assured  me  there  is  no 
notice  taken  in  that  science  of  any  distinction  of 
place  for  learned  faculties;  and  for  mechanical  ones, 
such  as  appear  on  collar-days,  or  riding  the  fran- 
chises f,  they  are  below  the  thoughts  of  a  man  of 
quality.  He  pretends  not  to  know  what  by-laws, 
or  private  compacts  of  precedency,  there  may  be 
between  goldsmiths  and  grocers,  vintners  and  shoe- 
makers, 

I  have  now  before  me  a  table  of  precedence. 


*  The  question  of  precedence  between  the  English  and  Irish 
Prelacy  has  been  neviTed  since  the  Union, 
t  Processions  of  the  Incorporations  of  Dublin. 
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{riven  me  by  the  same  noble  hand^  reaching  down 
froin  a  prince  of  the  blood  to  a  country  squire,  and 
regarding  every  branch  of  their  families  in  the 
minutest  manner ;  which  I  reserve  for  my  own  use, 
and  am  envious  enough  to  deny  it  to  the  world,  and  * 
the  rather,  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  Mackenzie  and 
Gwillim,  and  may  be  had  for  half  a  crown  in  the 
office. 

The  case  being  so,  there  can  be  no  other  way,  as 
I  conceive,  of  deciding  a  question  of  precedency 
between  the  two  faculties  of  law  and  physic,  but  by 
inquiring  into  their  antiquity  and  dignity;  and 
whichsoever  of  them  shall  appear  to  be  most  an- 
cient, and  most  useful  to  the  world,  I  presume  the 
world  will,  injustice,  think  fit  to  have  the  greatest 
honour  for,  and  give  the  precedence  to. 

I  take  it  for  granted,  that  priority  of  time,  ccBteris 
paribusy  gives  a  preference  of  place ;  and  this  na- 
turally, or  by  common  consent ;  for  that  I  take  to 
be  the  meaning  of  nature  in  most  cases,  viz.  what  is 
found  reasonable  in  itself,  and  has  been  always 
agreed  to  by  mankind,  and  is  confirmed  by  constant 
and  uninterrupted  practice ;  and  this  I  desire  some 
young  preachers  to  take  good  notice  of,  and  get  by 
rote.  I  likewise,  by  the  way,  take  upon  me,  now 
I  think  of  it,  to  advise  a  certain  deacon  of  my  ac- 
quaintance, to  read  doctor  Cumberland  *  all  through, 
and  twice  before  he  presumes  to  plead  "  the  law  of  ^ 


*  The  ReTerend  Richard  Cumberland,  who  died  Bishop  of 
Peterborough  in  1718,  was  the  Author  of  a  verj  learned  work, 
entitled,  De  Legibus  Naturs  Disquisitio  Philosophical  in  qua 
carum  forma,  summa  capita,  ordo,  promulgatio  et  obligatio  e 
rerum  Batura  investigiAntur  ;  Quinetiam  Argumenta  Philosophise 
Hobbeianae  turn  moralis  turn  citUis,  considerantur  et  refutantur, 
Lond.  1672.  4t0. 


1 

79  BIGHT  OF  PBECEDfiNCE  BETWEEN 

nature''  in  the  pulpit ;  to  learn  mathematics^  before 
he  pretends  to  demonstrate  there;  to  peruse  Ari- 
stotle, Tacitus,  and  the  State  Tracts,  before  he 
meddle^  with  politics;  and  be  able  to  act  Eteocles, 
before  he  attempts  Greek  quotations  in  his  sermons. 
What  if  Jocasta  or  Antigone  should  hear  a  mispro- 
nunciation from  the  pulpit ;  ol*  any  other  of  those 
young  Greeks  who  so  lately  did  an  honour  to  Euri- 
pides, transported  their  audience  into  Thebes,  and 
inspired  the  old  bachelors  on  the  foremost  bench 
with  that  uduJ^oWmv  ii'ovh  which  they  so  handsomely 
represented ! 

I  say,  time  gives  a  natural  right  of  precedence 
by  common  consent;  and  hence  age  is  honoured 
above  youth,  and  by  it.  The  very  heathens  thought 
it  indecency,  and  a  trespass  in  point  of  manners, 
"  si  juvenis  seni  non  assurrexerit,'*  if  a  young  man 
did  not  rise  up,  and  give  way  to  an  older ;  and  the 
canonists,  I  hope,  will  be  ingenuous  enough  to  own> 
though  in  this  argument  against  their  brethren  the 
civilians,  that  it  was  a  rule  of  the  primitive  church, 
that  a  deacon  should  not  sit  in  the  presence  of  a 
presbyter.  In  a  word,  wisdom  and  experience, 
which  are  divine  qualities,  are  the  properties  of  age, 
and  make  it  honourable,  and  youth  in  the.  want  of 
them  contemptible. 

But  I  do  not  say  this  to  mortify  or  discourage 
young  men.  I  would  not  by  any  means  have  them 
despise  themselves,  for  that  is  the  ready  way  to  be 
despised  by  others ;  and  the  consequence's  of  con- 
tempt are  fatal.  For  my  part,  I  take  self-conceit 
and  opinionativeness  to  be  of  all  others  the  most  use- 
ful and  profitable  quality  of  the  mind.  It  has,  to 
my  knowledge,  made  bishops,  and  judges,  and  smart 
writers,  and  pretty  fellows,  and  pleasant  companions^ 
and  good  preachers. 

It  is  a  sure  way  of  being  agreeable  to  the  ladies, 

4 
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who  ever  judge  of  men  as  they  observe  men  do  of 
themselves.  If  all  men  were  to  have  the  same  opi- 
nion of  themselves  that  others  have  of  them,  there 
would  not  be,  out  of  mere  shame,  above  two  ser- 
mons next  Sunday  in  this  large  city ;  nor  five  law- 
yers to  go  through  with  the  business  of  next  term. 
Self-conceit  supports  the  dignity  of  church  and  state ; 
and  I  pronounce  him  an  enemy  to  the  public  who 
is  so  to  that. 

Much  less  do  I  intend  any  trouble  to  young  cler- 
gymen of  the  court  or  city  by  the  foregoing  remark; 
as  if,  because  deacons  of  old  used  to  stand  before 
presbyters,  that  now  it  were  fit  to  rise  when  they 
come  in,  or  give  the  civility  of  the  hat  or  wall  to 
any  rusty  rum  *  in  the  street ;  I  know  the  inconve- 
nience of  that  mistaken  piece  of  old  breeding  to 
both  parties,  and  think  it  prudently  laid  aside.  It 
is  respect  to  an  old  parson  not  to  make  him  uncover 
in  the  cold,  and  unsocket  his  head  with  both  hands, 
and  so  daggle  his  gown  out  of  ceremony ;  it  is  the 
same  respect  to  a  spruce  bob,  to  let  it  lie  quiet  and 
undisturbed  in  its  hat-case.  I  know  no  reason  why 
powder  and  oil  should  submit  to  grease  and  gray- 
ness,  that  a  white  wig  should  lower  to  hoary  hair, 
or  a  brushed  beaver  strike  to  a  Carolina  hat  with 
stays. 

I  cannot  forbear  here  to  applaud  the  present 
refinement  of  ecclesiastics  in  their  habits,  and  say 
they  are  more  primitive  and  regular  in  their  dress 
than  those  of  any  a^  before  them.  A  clergyman 
ought  to  be  Ko^(juofj  t.  e.  not  (as  we  read)  of  good 
behaviour,  but  well  dressed,  as,  indeed,  nothing 
-contributes  more  to  pofite  behaviour  than  good 
clothes.  .  This  is  a  various  reading.     And  here  I 


rii^t^ 


*  Cant  expression  for  a  clergyman. 
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observe,  for  the  use  of  young  stagers  in  divinity, 
that  nothing  will  bring  them  into  greater  repute 
for  deep  learning,  than  to  enterprise  in  critcism^ 
and  adventure  betimes  to  change  the  common  read- 
ing of  any  text  in  the  Bible.  This  single  word  is, 
in  my  opinion,  enough  to  vindicate  their  silks  and 
velvets  against  all  the  fanatics  in  Christendom,  and 
our  own  canons  to  back  them. 

It  is  ah  old  observation,  that  piety  is  mostly  sup- 
ported by  the  female  sex ;  so  that  whatever  is  agree- 
able to  them  is  for  the  advantage  of  religion  ;  and 
consequently  the  clergy  should  dress,  in  respect  to 
the  ladies,  i.  e.  for  the  good  of  the  church :  and  in- 
deed I  have  known  some  of  the  younger  sort,  that 
could  not  preach  with  a  ruffled  band,  or  a  wig  out 
of  curl ;  and  a  certain  lady  of  my  acquaintance, 
very  religious,  and  who.  had  a  good  taste  of  meix, 
always  made  a  judgment  from  the  air  and  dress 
of  the  preacher,  and  never  relished  any  doctrine  that 
came  not  recommended  with  a  scarf  and  a  diamond 
ring.     I  am  not  oi^e  that  ^^  ambitiosa  recidet  orna- 
menta,*'  would  strip  the  young  clergy,  and  retrench 
their  decencies  of  dress  ;  so  far  from  it,  that  I  wish 
them  with  all  my  heart  greater  elegance,  and  finer 
apparel.       Well  fare  the  heart  of  that  sprightly 
youth,  a  deacon  of  this  church,  who  I  foresee  shall 
iSrst  adventure  to  hoop*  his  canonical  coat>  and 
border  his  band  or  shirt  with  mechlin  lace,  or  a 
modest  fringe. 

But  to  return  from  this  incident  to  my  subject 
again  (from  which  a  vast  impetuous  force  of  wit 


*  In  the  reign  of  George  L  mens  coals  were  stiffened  in  tbe 
ikirts .  with  backraxD^  so  as  to  bear  no  small  resemblance  t» 
hoops.         « 
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and  learning,  and  love  of  my  country,  have  led 
ine  devious) :  The  nicest  logicians  will  allow  it  a 
fair  way  of  arguing,  in  all  cases,  to  refer  to  things 
what  is  true  as  to  persons  ;  and  therefore  I  conclude, 
if  physic  be  a  faculty  more  ancient  than  that  of  ci- 
vil law,  then  it  literally  goes  before  it,  i.  e.  takes 
place  of  it ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  denied,  that 
physic  is  as  old  as  the  occasion  of  it,  as  old  indeed, 
within  a  few  days,  as  mankind,  which  can  by  no 
means  be  said  of  the  other  (in  comparison)  upstart 
profession,  unless  any  one  will  be  so  hardy  to  af- 
firm, there  was  a  doctor's  commons  or  bishop's 
court  in  Paradise.  And  if  any  man  should  insist  to 
know  the  year  and  day  of  the  me  of  physic,  I  take 
him  to  be  ignorant  of  religion  and  history,  and  will 
disdain  an  answer ;  though- 1  could  tell  him  not  on- 
ly what  the  first  distemper  was,  and  that  epidemi- 
cal, viz.  a  falling  sickness,  but  also  who  it  was  that 
cured  it;  but  I  do  not  think  fit  to  satisfy  dulness 
and  ignorance  so  far. 

I  have  ever  blamed  St  Jerom  in  my  heart,  for 
indiscretion,  that  when  some  pragmatical  deacons 
set  up  for  equality  with  presbyters,  he,  to  humble 
them,  made  presbyters  equal  in  effect  to  bishops : 
and  1  could  do  something  of  the  same  kind  in  the 
present  dispute  ;  and  show  those  assuming  civilians, 
that  they  can  with  so  little  reason  arrogate  a  place 
above  physicians,  or  an  equality  with  them,  that,  in. 
my  humble  opinion,  some  faculties,  which  they  have 
in  contempt,  are  superior  to  them  in  point  of  time, 
which  I  have  already  proved  to  be  the  natural 
ground  of  precedency ;  and  it  is  enough  here  but 
to  name  the  excellent  faculties  of  music  and  poetry, 
whose  antiquity,  T  think,  no  man  of  sense  or  mo- 
desty will  call  in  question. 

But  having  mentioned  poetry,  I  must  go  aside  a 
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little,  to  salute  my  worthy  friend  the  professor* 
of,  or  (to  speak  more  properly)  the  reader  in,  that 
faculty  in  Oxford ;  who  has  befriended  the  world  so 
much  by  his  incomparable  performances  of  that 
kind,  especially  his  latest :  I  will  own,  he  has  taught 
me,  and  I  believe  some  other  gentlemen  who  had 
lost  their  Latin,  the  true  grammatical  construction 
of  Virgil ;  and  deserves,  not  our  acknowledgements 
only,  but  those  of  Eaton  and  Westminster.  I  am 
sensible,  construction  is  as  necessary  to  the  relish 
and  use  of  an  author,  as  chewing  is  to  Xmte  and  di- 
gestion. However,  I  must  take  upon  me  to  admo- 
nish him  of  one  great  mistake ;  and  I  know  that  the 
modesty  of  the  man,  and  the  good  nature  familiar  to 
him,  and  which  shines  as  much  in  his  conversation, 
as  wit  and  true  poetry  do  in  his  works  f,  will  bear 
it  from  a  friend :  he  has  more  than  once,  as  I  re- 
member, put  jasmine  for  sweet-marjoram,  the  true 
version;  but  as  this,  and  a  few  more,  are  his  anly 
variations  from  the  letter  of  the  original,  it  may  well 
be  excused  ;  my  fear  is^  that  schoolboys  may  come 
to  suffer  by  his  mistake.  I  dare  venture  to  aflSrm, 
in  favour  of  that  good  pot-herb,  that  sweet-marjoram 
is  not  improper  either  in  broth  or  heroics. 

Though  I  think  what  has  been  urged  is  sufficient 
to  weigh  in  favour  of  the  faculty  I  have  here  es- 
pousedj  yet,  upon  occasion,  I  would  allow  all  this 
to  go  for  nothing,  and  place  the  controversy  upon 


'  ♦Df  Joseph  Trapp  was  elected  poetry  professor  in  1708,  and 
publishbdt  his  lectures  under  the  title  of  ^^  Prseleotiones  Poetkae  ;" 
Although  a  Tory,  the  son  of  a  Tory,  he  had  somehow  gWen  of- 
fence to  pwift,  who  mentions  him  with  disrespect  in  Jiis  Journal 
to  §feira.  See  Vol.  II.  p.  257,  329,  and  elsewhere.  The  pnuse 
bestowed  in  the  text  is  plainly  ironical. 

:  f  lin  the  Jorurnal,  Swift  says,  Trapp  is  a  coxcomb,  and  the 
other  not  very  deep,  and  their  judgment  in  things  of  wit  and 
sense  is  miraculous. 
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another  footing,  and  argue  from  the  natural  dignity 
of  medicine  itself,  and  the  universal  use  and  benefit 
of  it  to  mankind;  for  it  is  well  known,  that  physic 
has  been  always  necessary  to  the  world,  and  what 
mankind  cannot  be  without.  It  has  been  requisite 
in  all  ages  and  places ;  which  is  more  than  can  be 
asserted  in  behalf  of  law,  either  civil  or  canon.  I 
do  not  believe  they  know  any  thing  of  these  in  Chi- 
na or  the  Mogul's  country ;  but  we  know  they  do 
of  physic,  which  prevails  in  the  east,  which  supplies 
us  with  great  part  of  our  materia  medica;  and  no 
Englishman  ought  in  gratitude  to  forget,  that  the 
greatest  genius  and  honour  of  England  was  cured  of 
a  fit  of  the  gout  by  a  salutary  moss  from  the  east  *• 
But  that  is  not  all:  The  force  of  physic  goes  far- 
ther than  the  body,  and  is  of  use  in  relieving  the 
mind  under  most  of  its  disorders :  and  this '  I  dare 
venture  to  affirm',  having  frequently  made  the  expe- 
rilnent  upon  ttiy  own  person  with  never-failing  sutj- 
cess ;  and  this  I  did  by  the  direction  of  my  worthy 
parish  minister,  who  is  indeed  an  excellent  divine, 
and  withal  an  able  physician ;  and  a  good  physi- 
cian, only  to  be  the  better  divine.  That  good  man 
has  often  quieted  my  conscience  with  an  emetic,  has 
dissipated  troublesome  thoughts  with  a  cordial  or  ex- 
hilarating drops,  has  cured  me  of  a  love-fit  by  breath- 
ing a  vein,  and  removed  anger  and  revenge  by  the 
prescription  of  a  draught,  thence  called  bitter;  and. 


*  See  Sir  WiUiam  Temple's  ^^  Essay  on  the  cure  of  Gont  by 
Moxa,"  an  Indian  moss  so  called*  As  the  treatment  consisted  in 
making  up  the  moss  into  a  pastile,  which  was  set  on  fire  and  suf. 
^ened  to  consume  itself  upon  the  part  affected,  it  is  probable  that, 
notwithstanding  Sir  William  Temple's  high  authority,  few  pa. 
tients  cared  to  encounter  so  rude  a  mode  of  cure.  See  Temple's 
Works,  Vol.  III.  p.  246. 
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in  these  and  other  instance!?,  has  convinced  me,  that 
physic  is  of  use  to  the  very  soul,  as  far  as  that  de- 
pends on  the  crasis  of  the  body : 


•Mentem  sanari  corpus  ut  aegrum 


Cernimus,  et  flecti  Medicind  posse  yidemus. 

Luc  RET.  iii.  510. 

And  I  am  so  fully  persuaded  of  this,  that  I  never  see 
a  wretch  go  to  execution,  but  I  lament  that  he  had 
not  been  in  the  hands,  of  a  good  *  physician,  who 
would  have  corrected  those  peccant  humours  of  his 
body  which  brought  him  to  that  untimely  death. 

Now  can  any  thing  like  this  be  pleaded  in  behalf 
of  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  laws  we  are  dealing 
with,  or  of  both  together  ?  By  the  way,  I  must  ob- 
serve here,  that  these  two  laws,  civil  and  canon,  are 
put  in  couples  for  their  miluckiness,  and  I  think 
they  ought  to  be  muzzled  too.  And  here  lies  the 
-disadvantage  of  the  present  dispute:  physic,  we 
know,  is  a  plain  simple  thing :  now  that  this  single 
faculty,  without  one  friend  on  earth  to  take  its  part 
and  be  a  second,  should  dispute  with  a  pair  at  once, 
is  as  if  one  poor  blood-hound  should  engage  with  a 
couple  of  mastiffs ;  or  that  a  man  should  fight  a 
gentleman  and  his  lackey,  or  with  a  single  rapier  a- 
gainst  sWord  and  pistol:  it  is  very  foul  play,  and 
standers-by  should  interpose,  so  hard  are  the  terms 
of  this  debate  ;  but  there  is  no  help  for  it:  these  two 
fast  friends  can  scarce  be  parted,  and  are  seldom 
found  asunder;  they  must  rise  and  fall  together. 
My  Lord  Bacon  used  to  say,  very  familiarly,  *'  When 
I  rise,  mj^  a —  rises  with  me/'  I  ask  pardon  for  the 
rudeness  of  the  allusion;  but  it  is  certain  that  the 
canon  law  is  but  the  tail,  the  fag-end,  or  footman,  of 
the  civil,  and, -like  vermin  in  rotten  wood,  rose  in 
the  church  in  the  age  of  its  corruption,  and  when  it 
wanted  physic  to  purge  it. 
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But  I  am  weary  of  proving  so  plain  a  point.  To 
me  it  is  clear  beyond  contradiction,  that  the  antiqui- 
ty and  dignity  of  physic  do  give  it  the  precedence 
of  civil  law  and  its  friend,  I  could  here  very  easily 
stop  the  mouth  of  ecclesiastical  civilians,  by  an  ex- 
ample or  two  of  great  authority ;  but  I  hope  they 
will  take  the  hint,  and  save  me  the  trouble :  and  for 
lay-professors,  I  will  only  say,  he  that  is  not  convin- 
ced, has  little  sense,  not  only  of  religion  (perhaps 
that  is  their  least  consideration),  but  of  good  man- 
ners and  loyalty,  and  good  fellowship.  The  blood 
of  the  de  Medicis  *  flows  in  the  best  veins  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  I  know  not  how  far  any  slight  offered  to 
the  faculty  may  exasperate  the  present  king  of 
France,  or  the  Grand  Duke,  to  a  resentment  prejudi- 
cial to  our  wines,  and  the  public  peace,  and  the 
present  posture  of  affairs.  All  that  love  their  coun- 
try, and  right  good  Florence,  will  perceive  by  this 
on  which  side  of  the  argument  they  ought  to  ap- 
pear. ^ 

And  now,  for  the  universal  peace  of  mankind,  I 
make  the  following  rule,  to  be  observed  by  all  pro- 
fessors in  each  faculty,  and  their  understrappers :  I 
decree,  that  a  doctor  of  physic  shall  take  place  of  a 
doctor  of  laws ;  a  surgeon,  of  an  advocate ;  an  apo^ 
thecary,  of  a  proctor  of  office  j  and  a  tooth-drawer 
of  a  register  in  the  court.  I  intended  this  for  a  par- 
allel ;  but  here  it  fails  me,  and  the  lines  meet  f. 


*  That  this  celebrated  family  actually  took  their  name  from 
the  medical  profession,  is  certain,  notwithstanding  the  Yerj  flat- 
tering genealogies  with  which  ^they  were  suppKed  by  poets  and 
heralds  after  they  had  attained  to  eminence.  It  is  supposed  the 
golden  balls  borne  in  their  arms,  were  neither  more  or  less  thaa 
gilded  pills*  , 

f  A  sneer  at  Sacheverell,  who  was  so  ignorant  as  to  talk,  in  a 
•ermon  pieached  before  th^  University,  of  parallel  lines  meeting 
ia  a  centre. 


80  RIGHT  OF  PRECEDENCE  BETWEEN 

I  shall  now  only  observe  farther,  that  as  the  case 
seems  desperate  on  the  side  of  civilians  in  point  of 
reason,  so  I  hear  they  have  another  game  to  play^ 
and  are  for  appealing  to  authority  :  as  I  have  known 
a  schoolboy,  fairly  beaten  at  cuffs,  run  with  a  bloody 
nose  to  complain  to  his  master.  I  am  credibly  in« 
formed,  there  is  a  design  on  foot  to  bring  in  heads 
of  a  bill  in  favour  of  civilians,  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment :  but  how  generous  that  sort  of  proceeding  is, 
I  leave  the  world  to  judge.  I  am  but  one;  and  will 
certainly  oppose  any  such  motion  in  my  place; 
though,  from  the  number  of  civilians  in  the  house, 
I  have  reason  to  apprehend  it  will  be  to  little  pur- 
pose. The  college,  a  true  alma  maler^  has  dubbed 
most  of  us  doctors,  and  has  been  more  wise  than 
Christian  in  her  favours  of  that  kind;  for  she  has. not 
given,  hoping  for  nothing  again. 

But  here  I  enter  my  protest  against  all  designs 
that  may  any  way  prejudice  so  great  and  illustrious 
a  body  of  men,  as  our  college  of  physicians  are ;  and 
I  shall  take  care  to  draw  out  the  substance  of  this 
argument,  and  present  it,  in  short  heads,  to  each 
member  at  a  proper  time ;  and  not  without  some 
hopes  that  reason  may  weigh  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  a  worthy  gentleman,  a 
member  of  our  house,  will  stand  up  on  that  occasion, 
and  assert  the  rights  of  a  faculty,  which  he  has  en- 
tered into,  and  does  an  honour  to :  it  must  be  re- 
membered to  his  credit,  that,  being  equally  skilled 
in  physic  and  civil  law,  and  perhaps  in  divinity  as 
well  as  either,  he  chose  to  commence  in  medicine^ 
having  chiefly  qualified  himself  for  that  noble  faculty 
by  repeated  travels,  and  enriched  his  mind  with 
many  curious  observations,  which  the  world  may^ 
in  time,  expect  incredible  benefit  from. 

If  any  man  thinks  fit  to  reply  to  this  argument, 
and  rectify  any  mistakes  in  it,  1  desire  him  to  pre-* 
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serve  his  temper,  and  debate  the  matter  with  the 
same  coolness  that  I  have  done;  that  no  blood  may 
be  drawn  in  the  controversy,  nor  any  reason  given 
me  to  complain  of  '^  civilis  vulnera  dextra.'^  As 
conviction  chiefly  engaged  me  on  the  side  of  physi- 
cians, so,  in  some  measure,  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  a 
faculty,  to  which  I  owe  the  comforts  of  life,  and 
perhaps  life  itself;  having  received  from  it  unspeak- 
able ease  in  the  two  inveterate  distempers  of  the 
spleen  and  the  gout 
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Trb  following  hifttoric&l  account  of  the  riae,  progress,  aad  ter* 
mination  of  Wood's  project,  will  enable  the  reader  to  understaad 
completely  the  celebrated  Drapier's  Letters ;  and  for  other  cir- 
camstances  concerning  him,  he  is  referred  to  the  Life  of  the  An. 
tbor. 

^*  There  being  great  deficiency  of  copper  currency  in  Ire1and| 
the  king,  in  virtue  of  his  prerogative,  granted  to  William  Wood 
a  patent  for  coining  farthings  and  halfpence  to  the  value  of 
L.  100,000  sterling,  on  certain  terms  which  the  patentee  was 
bound  to  folio w,  William  Wood,  who,  in  the  party  language  of 
Swift,  is  ridiculed  under  the  denomination  of  a  hard. ware  man^ 
and  a  low  mechanic,  was  a  great  proprietor  and  renter  of  iron- 
works in  England.  He  had  a  lease  of  all  the  crown  lands  in  thir« 
ty«nine  counties,  was  proprietor  of  several  iron  and  copper- 
works,  and  carried  on,  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  manufac- 
tures for  the  different  preparations  of  those  metals.  Among  ma- 
ny proposals  submitted  to  government,  that  which  he  delivered 
was  accepted,  and  was  considered  by  all  persons  of  judgment  or 
capacity,  not  biassed  by  party  or  national  prejudice,  as  beneficial 
to  Irebnd. 

*^  But  the  natives  did  not  see  it  in  so  favourable  a  light,  and 
before  the  money  was  circulated  a  general  ferment  was  excited. 
The  ostensible  causes  of  complaint  were  derived  from  the  con- 
sideration that  the  king  had  treated  Ireland  as  a  dependent  king- 
dom ;  (hat  the  patent  was  granted  to  a  person  who  was  not  a  na- 
tive ;  that  the  coin  was  stamped  in  England ;  and  that  as  a  great 
profit  was  likely  to  be  derived,  the  benefit  should  have  principally 
accrued  to  the  public.  All  the  attempts  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
then  lord.Ueutenant,  to  subdue  the  public  aversion,  were  inefibc- 
tual.  The  spirit  of  opposition  seised  all  orders  of  men,  and  even 
many  of  the  king's  servants  who  held  the  chief  places  under  his 
administration. 

^*  Inflamed  by  motional  leal,  the  two  houses  passed  addresses 
to  the  crown,  accusing  the- patentee  of  fraud  and  deceit,  asserting 
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that  the  terms  of  the  patent  were  infringed  both  in  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  coin ;  that  the  circulation  of  the  halfpence 
would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  revenue,  destructive  of  the 
commerce,  and  of  most  dangerous  consequence  io  the  rights  and 
properties  of  the  subjects.  The  Commons,  with  an  absurdity  and 
effrontery  hae»dly;Cf eitibfe^  d^lared  jtlpt?  ^Tru  h|^|tfa4|  terms  of  the 
patent  been  complied  with,  the  nation 'would  Haye  siiffered  a  loss 
at  least  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent !  and  indeed  the  whole 
clamour  rested  on  partial  oc  ^ignorant  representations.  It  was. 
not  at  that  time  expected,  or  dwelt  on  as  a  matter  of  speculatiye 
propriety,  that  the  weight  of  the  copper  coin  should  be  adequate 
to  iti^  ci'rciilating^^aliMf:  Thb  as«^ti«?fl,'that  Wood  had  catrtixl  oa 
notorious  frauds  and  deceits  in  the  coinage,  as  idvanced  by  SwvHy 
arid  that  the  intrinsic  was  not  equal  to  one  eighth  o£  thenomindi 
Tiiiue,  was  proved  to befalse,  by  an aMay  made-ai themitii,  im- 
der  Sir  Issac  Newton  and  his  two  associates,  men  of  no  I^M 
lldhohT^  than  capacity,  the  result  of  which  was,  tha€,  via<wetght^ 
^66dnei^s,  and^  fineness,  It  rather  exceeded'  than  fell  shotpd  the 
tbnditions  of  the  patent.' 

' '  *^  But  the  clamotir,  htiwerer  unjust^'  was  raised  and'beeati^  ^ 
lieral';  and  it  was  a  necessary  a^t  ^f  ptudlencc  not  to  Itievid^  the 
ferment  by  forcing  trpon  a  nation  whalt  wag  considered  as*  unjust 
ahd  fraudulent.  '  Lord  Carteret,-  who' succeeded  the  Duke  ^f 
Orafton  in  the  office  of  lord-HeuteUant,  faSled  no  le.%.1ihail  his 
predecessor,  in  all  his  endeatV)urs  to  obtain  theintrodufction  (yf  th6 
copper  money.  The  patent  w*4s  jjurrendered,  and  tranquilifty  re- 
stored. Wood,  as  ^n  indemnifil!^^tio^  for  the  loss  he  hdd  silstaitt'^ 
ed,  receiTcd  pensions  to  the  asnoilnt  of  L»  3000  a  year,  for  eight 
years.  -'i  •       •"  ■  ^' 

^*^  Such  is  the  public  history  of  Wood'sf  patent ;  aiid  M  \bA\U 
fiicult  to  conceive  by  what  means  or  by  what  intrigues  thifiL simple 
transaction,  calculated  fot  the  benefit  of  Ireland^  and  In  which 
not  a  single  right  was  infringe,  or  a"  Bingle  gmevance  ibfllcM^ 
could  be  so  misunderstood  and  i>€$rtel«ted,  as  to  credtd  a  general 
ferment,  and  nearly  to-overthrow  theadministFation  of  TdwtHsheiid 
and  Walpole.  The  secret  history  of  this  erent,  whi4;ll  tb!e  docu^ 
ments  tinder  my  inspection  enatile  mer  to'give^  will -ttssibt' ill 
tracing  the  motives  and  cause)?  which  gave  rise  to  the  distttf  b^ncetf, 
and  finally  occasioned  the  surrender  of  Che  patent*  -  '• 

^<  The  emoltimients  arising  from  t^ie'dispofikl  of  the-patebC  for 
supplying  Ireland  with  copper^  coin,  ivere  ^cn  by  Sunderland  to 
the  Duchess  of  Kendal,  who  ^old'it  to  Wood.  Sunderland  had 
warmly  recommended  it  to  his  friend,  the  Duke  oi  Bbltoifr,  Who 
W3S  at  that  time  lord^lfeutenanit;  but  he  met  with  «o  maoh  dlffi* 
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mtiitit#atibii(     Oai^iSJdaalil^^idie'&uk^af  Gmf^o^' wa^^i'dmbl^A 

8ehted'4«H)[j|Htig  it*fc>T*vlirf«,<*h*'if«9'proriAsi^tl]fe  support  bfttid 
kmg*s*frkinds.iii' Ireland.  •  W'    '  •  •     .tr.     ;  .       . '/ 

<^^W*lpbley  Od  Sttcodediftg  -^tirtiaerlaoa'^t  tli^beadof  thfe  tretf- 
stfry^  .iftistantly  saw  s^n^^appti^ciaeted  th6^  diffi^ilfics  In  wMcfi-dii^ 
tfansaaetibn' wdald^irrtNJl^'tilii^^,  add- with  as'niaidliTrahkh^^^a^  ^u 
8itM,ti(>n>at  1h*t  Ikne  wdi^Ul'pefiait^  remonstrated -against  tii^  ^ran'n 
ab  likely  to  beicome  iin^b|)u4^p>  %U(?  bel^g  iinv^illin;g  to  o^t^nd  i^h 
Dachegsr^bf  Kenikl^  th^  extei^t  bf  wh'oi^  in^o^nrce  over  the  kin|r 
he  hlad  unfet'ti^natldty  exp6rk)iiced,  ^tnctantlj  submittiBdto  wh^ 
he*  could  not  pi'^ent,' afid  emplb-^ed  evefry  means  in  his  ^'oMrer  ^6 
remedy  thift  abd$Cf&  and  bbtib,te  the  difficulties.     He  took  the  ad- 
Tiee  of  the  s^tomey  and  solicHdr^-gen^ral,  obtiiYned  t^^  ratification 
of  th^  l^rd-chanfcellar  of  England,  and  by  proper  assays'  at  thb 
mint  secured  thb  ^ifecntioncyf'the  terms  stipulated  by  the  patent^ 
Yfhkth  at  length'  parsed  the  usual  forms,  and  Was  i^cnt  fb  the  lord. 
liettDenaiit  for  ^he  purpose?  df  beitig  put  in  ixecntion;      •     ; 
•    *'  Wtetfthe  Dukebf  Graftbn  returned  to  Ireland^  In  August 
1723)  things'  liHsre  in  a  state. very  differenft  from  that  in  which 
they  had  heen-  crrbnfedusly  itepresented  to'hhn  by  the  Btiglish 
cabinet.     He  found  a  ferment' rising  in  the  hatibn  ;  a  generals- 
version  to  the'  patent ;'  &nd-a'  most  decided  opposition  from  those 
who,  as' he  had  r£ja!k)n  to^lie¥e,  had  promised  their  warmest  stip. 
port.     The  character  aiid  c^ondiict  of  the  Duk6  of  Grafton  werb 
not  calculated  to  conciliate  parties,  or  to*  restore  union  and  har. 
mony  in  a  country  lik6  Ireland,'  distracted  with  troubles,  and  a- 
bounding  with  p^rsonK  disalRscted  to  the  '£nglisfh  government. 
He  was  a  nobleman  of  high  honour  and  disinterested'  probity, 
hnt  proud  and  imperious,  fretfiil  and  chbleric,  and -highly  con- 
seious  of'his  dignified  situation.  *  'I'hongh  by  no  means  deficie^lt 
iu  abilities,  yet  he  did' ufot'  possess  sufficient  skill  and  address  tb 
guide  the  helm  of  state  in  a  difficult  period  :  He  was  well  chaijaif- 
tBri^  l>y  Ms  fd^nd,  Wa1^^dl6,fl[s  a  fair-weather  pilot,  that  did  nut 
know  how  to  abt  .'W hen  %he  first  storm  aros0.*'-—Goie's  Memoirs  df 
Walpole,  Lbndon'jJ  iSOOi'Svo,  Vol.  I.  p.  377. 

The  genelral  didaffocHdn  to  this' ill-judged  measure,  was,  ac- 
cording to  Mr  Cdkej  greatly  exasperated  by  the  dislike  expres- 
sed by  Lord^Middletony  chancellor  of  Ireland,  his  brother  Tho- 
ttas 'Brod^riek,  and  his  6dn  Alan  Broderick.  This  family  p6s- 
sessed  great  weight  among  the  whigs  of  Ireland^  having  been  ttni« 


[    88     ] 

f ormly  attached  to  retention  priuctplefl,  in  ^Oie  vofpofft  of  wliidi 
thej  had  displayed  great  firmness,,  talents,  and  addtess,  upon 
some  Tery  trying  oeoasions.  The  Brodericks  had,  hoifeirer,  be- 
come inimical  to  the  predominating  influence  of  Sir  Robert  Wal* 
pole ;  and  it  would  appear,  that  their  animosity  to  that  minister 
Induced  them  to  add  their  weiglU  to  the  scale  of  opposition  to 
Wpod's  patent.  Lord  Carteret,  who  was  then  intriguing  for 
Wal pole's  removal,  and  for  succeeding  him  as  prime  minister,  had 
the  good  fortune  to  unite  this  powerful  family  under  his  standard, 

'^  An  unfortunate  misunderstanding  had  taken  place  between  the 
Duke  of  Grafton  and  Middleton,  who,  in  the  capacity  of  one  of 
the  lords  justices,  had  directed  the  administration  of  affairs,  and, 
conscious  of  his  influence  in  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  ex* 
pected  to  retain  the  same  power  on  the  arrival  of  the  new  lord* 
lieutenant  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  however,  was  by  no  means 
inclined  to  place  implicit  confidence  in  the  chancellor,  who  had 
shewn  so  many  instances  of  an  intractable  temper  and  hostility 
to  Walpole.  lie  courted  the  opposite  party  in  the  cabinet,  aad 
particularly  consulted  his  competitor  for  authority,  William  Co* 
nolJy,  speaker  of  the  house  of  xsommons,  by  whom  be  was  almost 
implicitly  directed.  On  his  arrival  in  Irekuid,  in  1793,  he  was 
offended  at  the  chancellor  for  disrespectful  behaviour,  and  bit- 
terly complained  to  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  who  being  Inimi* 
cal  to  Wood's  patent,  did  not  conceal,  or  perhaps  exaggerated 
the  dissatisfaction  of  the  lord-lieutenant.  The  conduct  of  Lord 
Middleton  in  parliament  was  so  offensive  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton, 
that  he  connived  at  the  passing  of  a  vote  of  censure  in  the  house 
of  lords,  for  delays  of  justice  occasioned  by  his  absence  from  Ire- 
land. This  insult,  solely  ascribed  by  Lord  Middleton  to  the  Duke 
of  Grafton,  increased  the  misunderstanding ;  and  the  dnke  pe* 
remptorily  insisted  on  his  exclnsion  from  the  number  of  lords* 
justices  during  his  absence. 

'^  These  jealousies,  fomented  by  Carteret,  laid  thefonndatioii 
of  a  successful  opposition  to  the  introduction  of  Wood's  coinage, 
which  opposition  was  aided  by  the  concurrence  of  indiscreet  suicI 
unpopular  proceedings. 

^^  Great  discredit  was  thrown  upon  the  measure,  by  a  rq[>ort 
industriously  circulated  that  the  profits  of  the  patent  were  to  be 
shared  between  Wood  and  the  Duchess  of  Kendal.  This  fact 
was  insidiously  communicated  by  Carteret  to  Ahin  Broderick, 
second  son  of  Lord  Middleton,  during  his  visit  at  Hanover,  trana* 
mitted  by  him  to  his  friends  in  Dublin,  and  soon  made  public  by 
various  allusions  of  Swift  in  his  writings  and  political  ballads,  in 
one  of  which  he  says : 
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\l|[lwQ  Ittte  ft  ftaiaine  au^iaii* 
Join*!!  with  a  brazen  politiciaiiy 
£xpos*d,  to  blind  a  nati6n*s  eyes, 
A  parchment  of  prodigioos  size.* 

^*  The  jiidiseretioit  of  Wood,  and  of  his  friends  in  Ireland,  wae 
Ao  detriflWHi  tal  to  -Us  cause.  The  j  exaggerated  the  qiMatity  of  coia 
to  be  issued;  and  the  gains  which  would  accrue  to  the  patentee, 
and  made  repteted  boasts  of  his  power  and  influence  in  the  Ea^ 
lish  cabinet*  Wood  himself  offended  the  privy-oouncil  by  ob« 
servii^,  that  sf  a  proclamation  was  necessary  he  could  hare  it, 
or  any  thing  ths(t  was  wanting  to  enforce  the  currency  of  his  coin, 
and  that  the  complaints  and  remonstrances  were  not  against  htm^ 
but  against  the  king  and  ministry  for  making  the  grant. 

<(  The  misconduct  of  government  was  still  greater.  The  pa- 
tent was  paised' without  formally  consulting  either  the  lord.lien- 
tenant  or  priry'^ouncil,.  and  its  contents  were  concealed  in  Ire* 
land.  By  these  means  exaggerated  rumours  of  its  eril  tendencjr 
were  diflfttsed,  which  were  uniyersally  credited,  and  not  found  to 
be  false  until  th<^r  wide  circulation  had  made  a  deep  impression 
on  the  public  mind,  which  it  was  impossible  to  eflfacOi  The  lord- 
lientenant  landed  on  the  13th  of  August.  Assuming  the  reins  of 
gOYernment,  be  publicly  declared  that  he  was  perfectly  uncon- 
cerned in  the  event ;  that  the  patent  was  passed  before  he  was 
made  acquainted  that  it  was  in  agitation  ;  and  that  he  had  no  in- 
Stroctioos  about  it  from  the  king  or  the  ministry.  On  the  1 3th 
of  September  an  address  was  presented  from  both  houses,  request^ 
ing  information  concerning  the  patent.  In  his  answer,  returned 
the  1 4th,  he  declared  that  he  had  neither  the  patent,  nor  any 
copy,  nor  even  any  paper  which  would  give  them  any  satisfac- 
tion ;  but  on  the  l6'th,  when  the  house  was  actually  assembled^ 
•with  a  view  to  make  a  strong  remonstrance  on  the  subject,  Hop- 
kins, the  secretary  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  informed  the  speaker 
that  a  person  attended  without  with  the  exemplification  of  the 
patent,  which,  by  mistake,  had  been  delivered  to  the  lord<lieut^ 
nant*s  serv&nt,  instead  of  his  private  secretary,  and  mislaid. 

^'  £ven  after  the  irresistible  opposition  which  shewed  itself  in 
parliament,  no  attempts  were  made  to  soften  or  conciliate  those 
members  who  were  a^tiinst  the  patent ;  on  the  contrary,  some 
were  received  at  the  cattle ,  with  colduess ;  others  were  treated 
with  marks  of  ind^nity  ;  and  Saint  John  Broderiek  was  slighted 
and  offended,  hy  th^^e  means  the  lord->Ueutenant  preclud^  all 
confidential  intercourse  with,th(i  chancellor  and  his  friends^  who 


*  A  simile  on  our  want  4>f  silver^  and  the  only  way  to  remedy  it. 
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were  ]lreYeated  from  explaiaiag  theoMtlVes  of  tlieir  condact,  and 
iindeceivins^  him  in  those' joints  in  which  he  hdd  been  misin- 
formed. •  1  ' 

'^  The  conduct  of  Walpole  himself  was  not  at  first  marked 
with  Jbis.  Baikal'  ciatioii.'  He  bafiered  tlUe  lordilienteuaiit'  to  de- 
part without  epeciBc  instructions  in!  what  maaiier  he  wis  to^  ac#f 
should,  the  parliament  oppose '<lie  introductidn '  of  ih»  coinage. 
He  trncited.  too  mi&eh  to  the  repl'esentati^nr^  of  i  thuwe'  Wl^ 
were  fdends  to  -government,'  and  who  werO' either  igvor^t'  ot 
iikt  real  situation  of  afikirs^  o  run  willing  to' offdttdftby^^tratdSb 
mittiBg  disagreeable,  truths,  whidi  they  well  kne^ir*  wotitd  be 
commdmicated  by  others.  -  He'  did  not 'Sufficiently  appreclstte 
tJie  great  influence  of  the  ehancelloF  and  his  family, 'in  bbtik 
houses  6f  parliament;  and  when  that  influence  appeiired  predOAii- 
nant,  he  attributed  the  strength  of  oppositian*  solely 'to  iM 
combinaition  of  the  Brodericks  with  Lord  Carteret.  •  He  bitteity 
accused  Lord  Middleton  of  treachery  and  low  cnnning ;  of  haring 
Boade,  in  his  speeches,  distinctions  between  the  king-^and  his  mi- 
nisters;  of  caballing  with  Carteret,  Cadogan,  and  Rokbnrgh ;  and 
of  pur&uing  diat  line  of  conduct,  because  he  wds  of-  opinion  the 
opposite  party  would  gain  the  ascendabcy  in  the  cabinet.  He 
did  not  believe  the  disturbances  to  be  so  serious  as  they  were  re^ 
presented ;  nor  was  he  satisfied  with  the  Duke  of  Grafton^ft  coni 
duct,  as  being  soldy  directed  by  Conolly,  but  declared,  that 
the  part  acted  by  Conolly  almost  excused  what  the  firodericks 
had  done* 

'f  Notwithstanding  this  confession,  he  resolved  to  support  the 
Duke  of  Grafton  in  his  reseiitment  against  the  chancellor,  and 
obtained  from  the  king  a  promise  that  he  should  be  removed 
whenever  it  was  thought  expedient,  and  the  formal  > notification 
was  made  .by  the  Lord  Carteret  to  the  lord.lientenant.  But  fai» 
removal  was  considered,  at- the  present  moment,  as  impracticable, 
by  the  temper  and  situation-  of  Ireland,  and  by  the  influence  of 
Lord  Middleton's  friend's  in  the  British  cabmet    .  «  •«   •        ■* 

^'  Carteret  complained  to  the  king  that  his  nuijesty's  name  imd 
authority  had  been  used  to  gratify  the  private  pique  and  resent- 
ment of  the  lord.lientenant  agaiuist  the  chancellor ;  idapnted  the 
disturbances  of  Ireland  principally  to  that  source,  atid  induced 
.the  king 'to  declare,  that  those  ought  to  be  employed  who  were 
imost  capable  of  serving  him.  Thotias  Broderick,  in  an  audiente 
^of  the  king,  expostulated  against  the  proposed  indignity  of  ex!- 
^iidi|)g  his- brother  from  the  list  of  lords-justices,  prov^  tlie  weftk- 
ness  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  government,  and  the  preponderancy 
of  the  chancellor's  party,  which  sufficiently  appeared  from  the  vote 
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gf  cofigrotot^^^rpasfjedl^.  .t}iQC!ofnmi)i|i.tn  fftvoutf  of  Ziovd 
Middleton,  contrary  to  the  avQuy^d,  .ic^fluencQi  of  the  lord-4ieiiie4 
nant.     This  Fep)pa^ti:apCQ  cffeptifall jr .  conyiiiQBd  the  king  'of  the 
impf op^riety  of  the.m^asares  ^hicji  ha^ i  hem . hitherto  purstied, 
and  irrita^him  ^-i^^ch.a  degree^  -that.WaJpoli;  became  ashamsd 
and  uneasy  at  the  conduct  of  thelord-lieutenaat)  whi^h  brouglit 
hipi.  into  the  greatest  difficulties  be  had  erer  e;(periencedir  He  dis* 
co^red-that  he^ad  been  deceived  by  the  mistepr^soatatipassent 
from  Ireland ;  he  found  that  hovA,  Middletob  .had  great  power 
and  influence,  an4  could  ^m^  b^  di^^pensed  with,  in  the  fonmation 
of  a  cabinat.  .  JFLe^olved,  to:wlthdraw.  his  support  from:ithe  Dnke 
ol  Grafton,  and'effecit»his  remoTal,  he.liacl  determined  to  obtain 
the  appointment,  either  for  the  Duke  of  Bolton,  or  the.Doke  of 
Dorset;  and  the  aarrangeme^t  w^^s  oa-rlheipoiMH:  ol  being  made, 
lichen  the  Duke  of  Airgyle  embarrassed  hiip,. by ^claimiog that. high 
dignity  far  hin^s^lf. . .  This  uneKp^cted  denaaadiauspendedthe'ex^ 
cution  of, his  plan.,  andy  togetth^r  .with,:  the.  inpieasing-  fermoat  in 
Jrelaodr  Fen4ere4  it  eVp^dient  to  aa9^pt.a  new  line  of-H^onduct. 
He  found  th»^a  q^stion;of  the  higbi^^j^  c^j^seqijience  was^inToWed  • 
{a  this  dispute,  po  ie^$  thaa  thet.iadQpeiideiiAe  .of  Ivehind  ;//a  fa. 
Thorite  tqpif:,  ..tilled. )i)y  Mo/iQeii^  '|>romOted  by  the. Archbishop 
ol  Dubjlin,  and ahly> supported  b^.i>wift,  inbis.Drapiter's  (letters 
and  other ipublicatipn^*   .  He  was^  tpOi'prudeatto  suffer  'this  deii- 
eate  subject  to  jl)^<(li9Cfissed  in  parliaqient*     He. held  frequent  con- 
ferences with  Saint  John  Broderick^  who  had  takto  to*  seat  in*  the 
English ^parJiament,  attentively  listened  to  his,  accounts,  of  the 
proceedings,  confessed  that  he  had  been  grossly  misled,  spoke  in 
terms  of  the  highest  respect  of  the  chanqellor's  character  aod.tap 
iei^ts,  insianated,  that  the. Duke  of  Grafton  was  about  to  bi&  re- 
called, and  was  only  to  be  continned  in  his  post,  until  a.  proper 
successor  could  be  appointed ;  disclaimed  any  intention,  of  ex* 
eluding  Lord  Middleton  from  being  one  of  thelards-justioe8,'aiid 
succeeded  so  far  as  to  soften,  in  ^pme  measure,  the  violent  asperity 
ivhick  had  long  .distiu^uished  that  family. 

.'^  At  this  period  the  struggle  in  the  cabinet,  which  terminated  in 
the,  triumph  of  Tow.Bishend  and  Walpole,  was.  finally  decided.  It 
was  their  original  i^tlBiotion  to  remote  Carteret  entirely,  but  the 
embarrassment  arising  ffom  the  claim  ;of  the  Duke  of  Argyle^  and 
the,  great  diffiqulty  of  managing  Ireland,  rendered  it  necessary  to 
finda.p^rsoi^  who  would  pQonH>te  the  patent^  and  be  likely- «tt> 
persuade  Lord  Middleton,  and  those  whoacted  with  him,  to  softea 
their  opposition,  in  this  dijemma  Lord  Carteret  was  remoTed 
from  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  to  the  iord-lieutenaocy  of 
Jireland.    LqW  Middleton  continued  in  the  office  of  chancellor, 
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wflB  constltoted  one  elf  tbe  loTds«.ja8doetf,  find  Snint  John  BA)d€V 
rick  was  nominated' a  member  of  the  priYj-council; 

^'  At  the  same  time,  everj  effort  was  made  to  conciliate  the 
people  of  Ireland,  and  to  induce  them  to  recelre  the  currencj. 
A  report  was  drawn  up  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and;iiibmitted  to 
the  king  in  counciL  After  fullj  justifying  Wood  from  the 
charge  of  not  haying  fulfilled  the  terms  of  his  contract,  and 
(hewing  that  his  halfpence  exceeded  in  Talue  and  weight,  the 
conditions  required  in  the  patent,  it  recommended  to  the  king, 
that,  instead  of  L.  100,000,  Wood  should  be  permitted  to  import 
into  Ireland  only  L.  40,000,  to  be  current  to  such  as  ToluntariFy 
pleased  to  accept  them.  The  king  sent  his  order  in  conformity  to 
this  adyice. 

"  The  report,  though  drawn  up  with  great  precision  and  clear. 
jiess,  made  no  impression.  It  was  answerod  by  Swift,  in  the  Dra. 
pier's  Letters ;  his  hardyassertions,  and  false  representations,  were 
implicitly  believed ;  and  the  popular  outcry  was  so  violent  that 
the  lords-justices*  refused  to  issue  the  orders  for  the  circnlatioQ 
of  the  coin*  A  general  panic  seized  even  the  king's  best  friends^ 
who  were  apprehensive  of  popular  commotions.  People  of  all  de- 
scriptions and  parties  flocked  in  crowds  to  thelKinkers  to  demand 
their  money,  and  drew  their  notes  with  an  express  condition  to 
be  paid  in  gold  or  silver.  The  publishers  of  the  most  treasonable 
pamphlets  escaped  with  impunity,  provided  Wood  and  his  patent 
were  introduced  into  the  work.  The  grand  juries  could  scarcely 
be  induced  to  find  any  bill  against  such  delinquents ;  no  witnessn 
in  the  prosecution  were  safe,  and  no  juries  were  inclined,  or,  if 
inclined,  could  venture  to  find  them  guilty*  Not  content  with 
refusing  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indictment  against  the  printer  of  the 
Drapier's  Letters,  the  grand  jury  of  Dublin,  in  a  presentment 
-drawn  uphy  Swift,  presented  all  persons  as  enemies  to  tJie  go- 
Tcrnmcnt  who  should  endeavour,  by  fraud  or  otherwise^  to  imposa 
Wood's  halfpence  on  the  people. 

^^  In  this  alarming  state  of  afiairs,  Walpole  acted  with  becom. 
ing  moderation ;  he  saw  that  it  would  be  madness  to  attempt 
introducing  the  copper  currency  by  force ;  that  to  repeat  the  orders 
to  the  lords-justices,  who  had  decbired  their  lesolution  not  to 
obey  them,  would  again  expose  the 'king's  honour  without  the 
smallest  hopes  of  success :  that  although  to  permit  them  to  con- 
tinue after  that  refusal  would  be  to  renounce  for  ever  all  antho* 
rity  of  the  crown,  yet  to  remove  them  on  this  account  wottio 
increase  their  popularity  so  much  that  they  might  be  able  to 
counteract  the  measures  of  government.  He  resolved,  therefore, 
to  acta  temporising  part,  to  send  over  Lord  Carteret,  wKbout  a 
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Mom^f  8  dday,  to  bring  the  peopio  gradiially  to  a  proper  tein« 
per;  to  suspend  or  surrender  the  patent  as  circumstances  requir- 
ed ;  and,  after  the  restoration  of  tratiquiility,  to  remove  the  chart* 
oellor,  and  appoint  new  lords-jnstfees,  of  whom  at  least  the  ma* 
jority  should  be  natives  of  England.  - 

^<  On  his  arrival  In  Ireland,  Carteret  found  himself  in  a  very 
delicate  and  embarrassed  situation ;  -  and,  at  first  viewj  his  whole 
conduct  in  this  transaction  is  mysterious  and  inexplicable.  He 
had  secretly  opposed  the  patent,  fomented  the  discontents  and 
jealousies  of  Lord  Middleton  and  the'  Brodericks,  and  excited, 
underhand,  the  disturbances  in  Ireland.  In  the  frequent  con* 
fevencea  which  he  held  with  Thomas  and  Saint  .John  Brodenck, 
accounts  of  which  were  transmitted  to  Lord  Midleton,  he  ap-' 
peaced  so  hostile,  that  Saint  John  Broderick  says  of  him,  ^  Lord 
Carteret  is  perfectly  free  from  all  suspicion  of  being  concerned 
in,  or  wishing  well  to  this  base  project ;'  and  Lord  Middleton 
suspected  that  Wood's  patent  wc^ld  be  insisted  on  by  Walpole, 
merely  to  embarass  Lord  Carteret,  aud  create  difficulties  in  his 
administration.  .  Bathe  had  no  sooner  taken  upon  him  the  office 
of  lord-lieutepant,  th^n.fae  promoted  the  introduction  of  the  cop« 
per  coin  with  so  much  zeal  as  induced  Lord  Middleton,  who  was 
astonished  at  the  change  of  his  sentiments-,  to  observe,  that  he 
could  not  have  employed  more  industry  to  attain  his  end,  even 
if  the  success  of  his  labours  would  be  attended  with  an  entire 
lestitntion  of  the  favour  and  authority  which  he  formerly  en-^ 
joyed.  . 

^*  The  motives  of  his  conduct'  are  well  explained  by  Lord 
Middleton  in  his  letters  to  his  brothers.  His  secret  sentiments 
were  strongly  in  favour  of  the  patent,  because  it  was  proposed 
l)j  his  friend  Sunderland  ;  and  he  always  maintained  its  validity 
as  derived  from  the  prerogative  of  the  king,  which  vested  in  the 
croFWB  the  right  of  coining  money.  But  with  a  view  toem« 
harrass  Walp€»le  and  Townshend,  he  secretly  favoured  the  oppo* 
fition  in  Ireland,  caballed  with  the  Brodericks,  spoke  slightingly 
of  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  and  insinuated  that  the  Duchess  of  Ren« 
dal  had  a  share  in  the  profits  lof  the  patent.  He  .exaggerated 
the  alarm,  and  irritated  the  king  by  repeated  insinuations  that 
^be  discontents  In  Iielaad  were  owing  to  the  umbrage  which  the 
Dnke  of  Grafton  had  given  to  J.iord  Middleton.  His  hopes  of 
overturning  his  rivals  by  these  means,  were  so  sanguine  as  in« 
dnced  him  to  acknowledge  to  Saint  John  Broderick  that  the  pa* 
teat  was  the  i«ckiest  incident  that  could  have  occurred  in  favour 
of  his  party  in  the  cabinet  But  .he  was  no  sooner  convinced 
that  hu.credit  w^th  the  king  was  declining,  and  that  he  should  be 
Temoved  fram  the  office  of  secretary  of  statei  than  he  prevented 
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his  toial  disgrace,  .bj<bgi!eiring4p  a^i^Qftpt  tb^^iofd-Hei^t^iMUiey  luif 
d€ff  (Jie  promise. of  pfOi8ollDg;4ii9':palJBp|y  And.ofi.prevaiUiig  fifit^ 
his  friend,  Loid.MiddletDD^itto'desmtfiKWi^iiis  0p|Hisitl0iifc<  He 
eonfided  in  his  ova  effort ^aodad^i^bsilio. effect  the  intPodtiatiDii 
of  the  money,  when  lowered  Uo  ij*40\0Q0^  lamd^o  iUkpilm  ii»i 
cusstoQ  onitira  quebtion-ciMiceniing  the- iifdepOiidtincy  44  Ifelatid. 

^'  lo  conforfliity 'wttii,tlM6e;]irQiiuses^  LordiiJItfrtortt^i^ploydfl 
all  hisaddcete,  and  lused^.  the  tgre^t  influence  .he  jpos^essed  crueirUs 
fViend,  to  prevail  0nhimAorf)rfbi9ote^'djratkia8t>n<^ttotipp««fl,.tl^ 
ioirodnctiba  of  thecoin. '  {  Bdt  4U  hi»  effbtrta  faiiedU  UleitheffflMt 
tery,  promises,  or  threats,  Jiadasy  effect;  Middkb>iimnil#ftll)f 
and  stebdilry  persisted  4n  i  hu  '•ppo^ition  f  v^biile  he^esituetfled"  the 
highest  (^ligation  to  thd  ]|oi)d:riieQtenant,'he  deGlaj^,/tbatJllis 
duty  to  his  country  was  pUnydoudt  toioyery  Otl^iCoostdelaAion^ 
fltad  refused  to  give,  any  asisistaaideta  goveromenty  until  4J%^  patent 
iras  itbsolutely  suroenderedi>  This- c6nddct< drew  4ippo  him/tl^  fSf 
sentment  of  his  former  friend :  ha  was  recerred.^  the.c^(i:e  vUh 
coldness  and  reserve,  and  considered,  as '  an  eneioy  >to  tbe  king's 
governmeat ;  ^he  accordingly  resigned  ihe.sealsj  with  disgust,  latid 
RichardrWest,  one*  of* -the  king's  oaunsel,  w^rarp^^oiiitedJoEd 
chancellor  in 'his ipiac^.'  '  '  !  «-»     .  i     '     .  '   i    o  *  <: 

<<  The  ioflexibilky  of  Lord  Midlieton  wmhilatiad  althopeft  (^ 
success ;  the  king  ^folh>wed  >tbe  advice: suggest^  hj  Walpolbyftird 
consented  to  prbdure  the  surrender  of  .thei  patentw  rin  the  s^eh 
fnam  the'ihrone,'the-l^rd*Hentenaat  observed,  f^jlhavehis  nnjes- 
ty's  commands  at  the  opening  of  this  session,  to  acquaint. y^a, 
lifaat  an  entire  eh^  is  pui  toi  the.  tpatent  foriawrly.  granted  to  Mr 
W.ood,  for  the.  coining  oficdppel*  halfpence  and  UiithAvi^  Mtii  iM» 
Uingdom,  b^  a' f uU  and  effeotoal  smfrendor  >theleof  t^  :hia  majesty^ 
an  exemplslicatikMCL'Of  'WhLohy'  nvudtrt  tl^iigreat^Acol^  ofifiricaliiBcl* 
tain,'  shall  be  laidi  before  yott  ;(>So'teiaarka^lft!aiYriii«'t2iDCfi  lat  m 
majesty's  royal  favour;  and  c^fideaceBsion^>nnistjii{iihe.'he9iHSt-iQf 
a  loyal  and  obedient  /people. ^^fh  the  highettssento.bf  dutyrand 
gratitude ;  and  1  doubt  nottyoift!  wilL  msLke'  .auch^  bnilable  retnxi?^ 
as  may  conviooe  the  world  tbai<7<yau  bre  tiaii;lydKiilsible;0/r'tii$tapr 
piness  you 'have  enjoyed  u»dilen<faisJBiaje(sty'fe'  most  inililjaQd  grnci- 
Ous  government^  ever  ^ince  tiis.iabcesfeiohf.ito.tfae  i)hro\ie.  .ol  these 
kingdoms^;  ami  tbat  the  pnB8ervatioii.'Of;alll«driGiv>i]f)a]]d>i}^lgiQMS 
rights  must  ever  be  oNving,  imder  God,  to  th0is«|xport  of  his  M- 
jefrty's  government  and  <  the  ;SuccessioQ .  o£  <  his  rmytiX  house*'>W 
Co;ie's  Memoirs* of  Walpx^le,  VoL  I;  p.  d68»4ao*t        . 

In  thi6  qfootation,  Mr  Cose  ({laiats^  ont;  disthi^tlji  the  , secret 
hinges  upon'wbich  this  whole •^Irojectturnedi.i  Whm'^psi^^ 
lof  the  4teceiYt  colouring  whh  wMch  the  bibgitapher^has.  invested 
it,* Sir  Robert  Wa)pole'«  induct  falJb  &r  sfibrt^df  inu  idea  pf  9Xi 
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upright  and  patriotic  minister,  ^although  it  may  claim  sympa* 
thy  from  those  who  think  it  worth  while  to  retain  ministerial 
power  at  the  ex  pence  of  every  compliance  that  may  be  exacted 
from  them.  According  to  Mr  Coxe,  Walpole  was  fully  aware  of 
the  danger  attending  the  scheme  of  Wood's  halfpence  ;  but  that 
he  was  hampered  between  the  danger  of  inflaming  the  spirit  of  op- 
position in  Ireland  to  actual  rebellion,  and  that  of  displeasing  the 
king's  mistress,  who  was  to  haye  a  share  in  the  profits  of  the  pa« 
tent.  The  biographer  of  this  great  statesman  has  indeed  argued^ 
that  the  project  was  in  itself  not  only  innocent  but  salutary,  and 
that  nothing  but  misrepresentation  could  have  excited  against  it 
the  popular  clamour.  Were  this  even  true  in  the  fullest  extent, 
the  Tory  existence  of  that  popular  irritation  would  have  been  of 
itself  a  sufficient  reason  for  substituting,  in  place  of  the  obnoxious 
measures,  some  scheme  which  should  be  attended  with  equal  benefit 
and  less  odium.  But  the  ingenious  historian  industriously  avoids 
the  real  subject  of  dispute,  which  was  less  the  exceptions  taken 
to  the  coinage,  than  that  Wood's  patent,  being  forced  upon  the 
people  of  Ireland,  was  a  death-blow  to  the  independence  of  that 
kingdom.  This  was  the  real  cause  of  Swift's  opposition,  although 
the  nature  of  the  controversy  rendered  it  necessary  that  he  should 
veil  it  under  specific  objections  to  Wood's  scheme,  rather  than 
engage  in  a  perilous  discussion  upon  the  abstract  question  of  the 
independence  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  It  was  not  until  the 
minds  of  men  were  sufficiently  prepared,  and  when ^  so  many 
friends  to  the  revolution  were  engaged  in  the  opposition  that 
the  cry  of  Tory  and  Jacobite  would  have  been  raised  in  vain,  that 
Swift  Tcntured,  in  the  fourth  Drapier's  Letter,  plainly  to  as^ert^ 
that  the  Parliament  of  England  could  not,  without  manifest  usur« 
pation,  maintain  the  power  of  binding  Ireland  by  the  laws  which 
they  themselves  enacted.  No  sooner  was  this  patriotic  aphorism 
avouched,  than  the  arm  of  government  was  raised  against  the  wri- 
ter who  dared  to  affirm  it,  and  those  legal  measures  were  attempt- 
ed which  are  detailed  in  the  life  of  our  author,  as  well  as  in  the 
notes  in  this  volume,  and  which  ended  in  the  triumph  of  Swift, 
the  revocation  of  Wood's  patent,  and  the  total  discomfiture  of 
this  ill-considered  project. 


»  \ 
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LETTER  !• 


TO  THE   TRADESMEN,  SHOPKEEPERS,    FARMERS, 

AND  COUNTRY^-PEOPLE  IN  GENERAL,  OF 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  IRELAND, 

CONCERNING   THE   BRASS   HALFPENCE   COINED  BY  ONB 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  HARDWAREMAN,  WITH  A  DESIGN 

TO  HAVE  THEM  PASS  IN  THIS  KINGDOM  : 

Herein  is  shown  the  power  of  his  Patent^  the  value  of  his  Half* 
pence  ^  and  how  far  every  person  may  be  obliged  to  take  the  same 
in  payments^  and  how  to  behave  himself^  in  case  such  an  attempt 
thould  be  made  by  Woody  or  any  other  person. 


«        (TEaT  PROPER  TO  BE  HPT  IN  BrSBY  FlMIIiT*) 

By  M.  B.,  Drapier,    1724, 

BSSSSB9S 


BRETHREN,  FRIENpB,  COUNTRYMEN, 
AND  PELLOW^rSUBJBCTS, 

What  I  intend  now  to  say  to  yeu,,  is,  next  to  yoiir 
duty  to  God,  and  the  care  of  your  salvation,  of  the 
greatest  concern  to  yourselves  and  your  children  : 
your  bread  and  clothing,  and  every  common  neces- 
sary of  life,  entirely  depend  upon  it.  Therefore  \ 
do  most  earnestly  exhort  you,  as  men,  as  ChristiSns, 

VOL.  VII.  G 
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as  parents,  and  as  lovers  of  your  country,  to  read 
this  paper  with  the  utmost  attention,  or  get  it  read 
to  you  by  others ;  which  that  you  may  do  at  the 
less  expence,  I  have  ordered  the  printer  to  sell  it  at 
the  lowest  rate. 

It  is  a  great  fault  among  you,  that  when  a  person 
writes  with  no  other  intention  than  to  do  you  good 
you  will  not  be  at  the  pains  to  read  his  advices' 
One  copy  of  this  paper  may  serve  a  dozen  of  you^ 
which  will  be  less  than  a  farthing  a-piece.  It  is 
your  folly,  that  you  have  no  common  or  general 
interest  in  your  view,  not  even  the  wisest  among 
you;  neither  do  you  know,  or  inquire,  or  care,  who 
are  your  friends,  or  who  are  your  enemies. 

About  four  years  ago  a  little  book  was  written, 
to  advise  all  people  to  wear  the  manufactures  of 
this  our  own  dear  country  *.  It  had  no  other  design, 
said  nothing  against  the  king  or  parliament,  or  any 
person  whatsoever ;  yet  the  poor  printer  was  pro- 
secuted two  years  with  the  utmost  violence,  and 
even  some  weavers  themselves  (for  whose  sake  it 
was  written)  being  upon  the  jury,  found  him 
guilty.  This  would  be  enough  to  discourage  any 
man  from  endeavouring  to  do  you  good,  when  you 
will  either  neglect  him,  or  fly  in  his  face  for  his 
pains,  and  when  he  must  expect  only  danger  to  him- 
self, and  to  be  fined  and  imprisoned,  perhaps  to  bis 
ruin. 

However,  I  cannot  but  warn  you  once  more  of 
the  manifest  destruction  before  your  eyes,  if  you  do 
not  behave  yourselves  as  you  ought. 

I  will  therefore  first  tell  you  the  plain  story  of  the 
fact ;  and  then  I  will  lay  before  you  how  you  ought 


» i«  > 


*^'  A  proposal   for  the  Use  of  Irish  Maaofac tares.*'    See 
p.  13  of  this  Tolume. 
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to  act,  in  common  prudence,  according  to  the  laws 
of  your  country. 
The  fact  is  this:  It  having  been  many  years  since 

COPPER    HALFPENCE  OR  FARTHINGS    WCrC  laSt  COincd 

in  this  kingdom,  they  have  been  for  some  time  very 
scarce,  and  many  counterfeits  passed  about  under 
the  name  of  raps^  several  applications  were  made 
to  England,  that  we  might  have  liberty  to  coin  new 
ones,  as  in  former  times  we  did;  but  they  did  not 
succeed.  At  last  one  Mr  Wood,  a  mean  ordinary 
man,  a  hardware-dealer,  procured  a  patent  under 
his  majesty's  broad  seal  to  coin  108,0001.*  in 
copper  for  this  kingdom ;  which  patent^  however, 
did  not  oblige  any  one  here  to  take  them,  unless 
they  pleased.  Now  you  must  know,  that  the  half- 
pence and  farthings  in  England  pass  for  very  little 
more  than  they  are  worth ;  and  if  you  should  beat 
them  to  pieces,  and  sell  them  to  the  brasier,  you 
would  not  lose  much  above  a  penny  in  a  shilling. 
But  Mr  Wood  made  his  halfpence  of  such  base 
metal,  and  so  much  smaller  than  the  English  ones, 
that  the  brasier  would  not  give  you  above  a 
penny  of  good  money  for  a  shilling  of  his ;  so  that 
this  sum  of  108,0001.  in  good  gold  and  silver,  must 
be  given  for  trash,  that  will  not  be  worth  above 
eight  or  nine  thousand  pounds  real  value.  But  this 
is  not  the  worst ;  for  Mr  Wood,  when  he  pleases, 
may  by  stealth  send  over  another  108,0001.  and  buy 
all  our  goods  for  eleven  parts  in  twelve  under  the 
value.  For  example,  if  a  hatter  sells  a  dozen  of  hats 
for  five  shillings  a-piece,  which  amounts  to  three 
pounds,  and  receives  the  payment  in  Wood's  coin, 
he  really  receives  only  the  value  of  five  shillings. 


*  Four  score  aad  ten  thousand ;  (this  runs  throughout  the  first 
edition.) 
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Perhaps  jon  will  wonder  bow  such  an  ordinary 
fellow  as  this  Mr  Wood  could  have  so  much  interest 
as  to  get  bis  Majesty^s  broad  seal  for  so  great  a 
sum  6f  biad  m^ney  to  be  sent  to  this  poor  country; 
and  that  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  here  could  not 
obtain  the  same  favour,  and  let  lis  make  otfr  own 
halfpence,  as  we  used  to  do.     Now  I  will  make 
that  matter  very  plain  r  We  are  at  great  distance 
from  the  king's  court,  and  have  nobody  there  to 
solicit  for  us,  althoiigh  a  great  number  of  lords  and 
'squires,  whose  estates  are  here,  and  are  our  coun- 
trymen, spend  all  their  lives  and  fortunes  there; 
hut  this  same  Mr  Wood  was  able  to  attend  con- 
stantly for  his  own  interest;  he  is  an  Englishman, 
and  had  great  friends;  and,  it  seems,  knew  very 
well  where  to  give  money  to  those  that  would  speak 
to  others,  that  could  speak  to  the  king,  and  would 
tell  a  fair  story.     And  his  majesty,  and  perhaps  the 
great  lord  or  lords' who  advise  him,  might  think  it 
was  for  our  country's  good ;  and  so,  as  the  lawyers 
express  it,  **  the  king  was  deceived  in  his  grant," 
which  often  happens  in  all  reigns.     And  I  am  sure 
if  his  majesty  knew  that  such  a  patent,  if  it  should 
take  effect  according  to  the  desire  of  Mr  Wood, 
would  utterly  ruin  this  kingdom,  which  has  given 
such  great  proofs  of  its  loyalty,  he  would  imme- 
diately recall  it,  and  perhaps  show  his  displeasure 
to  somebody  or  other :  but  a  word  to  the  wise  is 
en'ough.     Most  of  you  must  have  heard  with  what 
anger  our  honourable  house  of  commons  received 
an  account  of  this  Wood's  patent.      There  were 
several    fine    speeches  made  upon  it,    and  plain 
proofs,  that  it  was  all  a  wicked  cheat  from  the  bot- 
tom to  the  top;  and  several  smart  votes  were  printed, 
which  that  same  Wood  had  the  assurance  to  answer 
likewise  in  print ;  and  in  so  confident  a  way,  as  if 
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he  were  a  better  man.  than  our  whole  parliament 
put  together. 

This  Wood,  as  soon  as  his  patent  vy^s  passed,  or 
soon  after,  sends  oyer  a  great  many  barrels  of  those 
halfpence  to  Cork,  and  other  sea-port  towns;  and 
to  get  them  off,  offered  a  hundred  pounds  in  his 
coin,  for  seventy  or  eighty  in  silver :  but  the  col- 
lectors of  the  king^s  customs  very  honestly  refused 
to  take  them,  and  so  did  almost  every  body  else. 
And  since  the  parliament  .h^s  condemned  them,  and 
desired  the  king  that  they  might  be  .stopped^  all  the 
kingdom  do  abominate  them.      ~ 

But  Wood  is  still  working  underhand  to  force 
his  halfpence  upon  us  -,  and  if  he  xan,  by  .the  help 
of  his  friends  in  England,  prevail  so  far  as  to  get  an 
order^  that  the  commissioners  and  collectors  of  the 
king's  money  shall  receive  them,  a.nd  that  the  army 
is  to  be  paid  with  them,  then  he  tlnnks  hijs  work 
shall  be  done.  And  this  is  the  difficulty  you  will  be 
under  in  such  a  case  ;  for  the  common  soldier,  when 
he  goes  to  the  market,  or  alehouse^  will  offer  this 
money ;  and  if  it  be  reused,  perhaps  he  will  swag*- 
ger  and  hector,  and  threaten  to  beat  the  butcher  or 
alewife,  or  take  the  goods  by  force,  and  throw  them 
the  bad  halfpence.  In  this  and  the  lil^e  cases,  the 
shopkeeper  or  victualler,  or  any  Qther  tradesman, 
has  no  more  to  do,  than  to  demand  ten  times  the 
price  of  his  goods,  if  it;is  to  be  paid  in  Wood*s  money : 
for  example,  twenty-pence  of  that  money  for  a 
quart  of  sde,  and  so  in  all  things  else,  and  not  part 
with  his  goods  till  he  gets  the  mohey. 

Foif3(  suppose  you  go  to  an  alehouse  with  that 
base  money,  and  the  landlord  gives  you  a  quart  for 
four  of  those  halfpence,  what  must  the  victualler 
do  ?  his  brewer  will  not  be  paid  in  that  coin ;  or, 
if  the  brewer  should  be  such  a  fool,  the  farmers  will 
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not  take  it  from  them  for  their  here*,  because  they  are 
bound,  by  their  leases,  to  pay  their  rent  in  good  and 
lawful  money  of  England  ;  which  this  is  not,  nor  of 
Ireland  neither ;  and  the  'squire,  their  landlord,  will 
never  be  so  bewitched  to  take  such  trash  for  his 
land  ;  so  that  it  must  certainly  stop  somewhere  or 
other ;  and  wherever  it  stops,  it  is  the  same  thing, 
and  we  are  all  undone. 

The  common  weight  of  these  halfpence  is  between 
four  and  five  to  an  ounce — suppose  five  ;  then  three 
shillings  and  fourpence  will  weigh  a  pound,  and 
consequently  twenty  shillings  will  weigh  six  pounds 
butter  weight.  Now  there  are  many  hundred  farm- 
ers, who  pay  two  hundred  pounds  a-year  rent; 
therefore,  when  one  of  these  farmers  comes  with  his 
half-yearns  rent,  which  is  one  hundred  pounds,  it 
will  be  at  least  six  hundred  pounds  weight,  which 
is  three  horses*  load. 

If  a  'squire  has  a  mind  to  come  to  town  to  buy 
clothes,  and  wine,  and  spices  for  himself  and  family, 
or  perhaps  to  pass  the  winter  here,  he  must  bring  with 
him  five  or  six  horses  well  loaden  with  sacks,  as  the 
farmers  bring  their  corn  ;  and  when  his  lady  comes 
in  her  coach  to  our  shops,  it  must  be  followed  by  a 
car  loaded  with  Mr  Wood's  money.  And  I  hope 
we  shall  have  the  grace  to  take  it  for  no  more  than 
it  is  worth. 

They  say  'squire  Conolly  f  has  sixteen  thousand 
pounds  a.year;  now,  if  he  sends  for  his  rent  to 
town,  as  it  is  likely  he  does,  he  must  have  two  hun- 
dred ^nd  fifty  horses  to  bring  up  his  half-year*s 
rent,  and  two  or  three  great  cellars  in  his  house  for 


*  Or  bear,  a  coarser  sort  of  barley. 

i  Then  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.. 
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Stowage.  But  what  the  bankers  will  do,  I  cannot 
tell ;  for  I  am  assured,  that  some  great  bankers  keep 
by  them  forty  thousand  pounds  ii^  ready  cash,  to 
answer  all  payments ;  which  sum,  in  Mr  Wood's 
money,  would  require  twelve  hundred  horses  to  car- 
ry it. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  already  resolved  what  to 
do  :  I  have  a  pretty  ^ood  shop  of  Irish  stujffs  and 
silks,  and  instead  of  taking  Mr  Wood's  bad  copper» 
I  intend  to  truck  with  my  neighbours  the  butchers 
and  bakers  and  brewers,  and  the  rest,  goods  for 
goods ;  and  the  little  gold  and  silver  I  have,  I  will 
keep  by  me,  like  my  heart's  blood,  till  better  times, 
or  until  I  am  just  ready  to  starve ;  and  then  I  will 
buy  Mr  Wood's  money,  as  my  father  did  the  brass 
money  in  King  James's^  time,  who  could  buy  ten 
pounds  of  it  with  a  guinea ;  and  I  hope  to  get  as 
much  for  a  pistole,  and  so  purchase  bread  from  those 
who  will  be  such  fools  as  to  sell  it  me. 

These  halfpence,  if  they  once  pass,  will  soon  be 
counterfeited,  because  it  may  be  cheaply  done,  the 
stuff  is  so  base.  The  Dutqh  likewise  will  probably 
do  the  same  thing,  and  send  them  over  to  us  to  pay 
for  our  goods ;  and  Mr  Wood  will  never  be  at  rest, 
but  coin  on :  so  that  in  some  years  we  sliiall  have  at 
least  five  times  108,0001,  of  this  lumber.  Now  the 
current  money  of  this  kingdom  is  not  reckoned  to 
be  above  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  all ;  and 
while  there  is  a  silver  sixpence,  left,  these  blood- 
suckers will  never  be  quiet. 

When  once  the  kingdom  is  reduced  to  such  a 


•^F^l^^fmi^'mmmm^mmmmmmm'^'^mi^mm'm* 


*  King  James,  during  his  unsuccessful  campaign  in  Ireland,  in 
order  to  pay  his  forces,  had  recourse  to  the  desperate  expedient  of 
debasing  the  coin^  the  last  resource  of  a  sinking  goTernment 
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condition,  I  will  tell  you  what  mUBt  be  the  end :  th^ 
gentlemen  of  estates  will  all  turn  off  their  tenants 
for  want  of  payments,  because,  as  I  told  you  bcr 
fore,  the  tenants  are  obliged  by  their  leases  to  pay 
sterling,  which  is  lawful  current  money  of  England: 
then  they  will  turn  their  own  farmers,  as  too  many 
of  them  do  already ;  run  all  into  sheep,  where  they 
can,  keeping  only  such  other  cattle  as  are  neces- 
sary ;  then  they  will  be  their  own  merchants,  and 
send  their  wool,  and  butter,  and  hides,  and  linen 
beyond  sea,  for  ready  money,  and  wine,  and  spices, 
and  silks.  They  will  keep  only  a  few  miserable 
cottagers*  :  the  farmers  must  rob)  or  beg,  or  leave 
their  country ;  the  shopkeepers  in  this^and  every 
Other  town,  must  break  and  starve ;  for  it  is  the 
landed  man  that  maintains  the  merchant,  ktid  shop- 
keeper, and  handicraftsman. 

But  when  the  *squire  turns  farmer  and  merchant 
himself,  all  the  good  money  he  gets  from  abroad,  he 
will  hoard  up  to  send  for  England,  and  keep  some 
poor  tailor  or  weaver,  and  the  like,  in  his  own  house, 
who  will  be  glad  to  get  bread  at  any  rate. 

I  should  never  have  done,  if  I  were  to  tellyou 
all  the  miseries  that  we  shall  undergo,  if  we  be  so 
foolish  and  wicked  as  to  take  ihis  cursed  coin.  It 
l^fould  be  very  hard,  if  all  Ireland  should  be  put 
into  one  scale,  and  this  sorry  fellow  Wood  into  the 
other;  that  Mr  Wood  should  weigh  down  this  whole 
kingdom,  by  which  England  gets  above  a  million 
of  good  money  every  year  clear  into  their  pockets : 
and  that  is  more  than  the  English  do  by  all  the 
world  besides. 

But  your  great  comfort  is,  that  as  his  majesty's 
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patent  doe«r  not  oblige  you  to  take  this  money,  so 
the  laws  have  not  given  the  crown  a  power  of  for- 
cing the  subject  to  take  what  money  the  king  pleases; 
for  then,  by  the  same  reason^  we  might  be  bound  to 
take  pebble-stones,  or  cockle-shells,  or  stamped  lea* 
ther,  for  current  coin,  if  ever  we  should  happen  to 
hve  under  an  ill  prince  j  who  might  likewise,  by 
the  same  power,  make  a  guinea  pass  for  ten  pounds, 
a  shilling  for  twenty  shillings,  and  so  on ;  by  which 
he  would,  in  a  ^hort  time,  get  all  the  silver  and  gold 
of  the  kingdom  into  his  own  hands,  and  leave  us 
nothing  but  braise  or  leather,  or  what  he  pleased. 
Neither  is  any  thing  Reckoned  more  cruel  and  opr 
pressive  in  the  French  govjernment,  than  their  com* 
mon  practice  of  calling  in  all  their  money,  after  they 
have  sunk  it  very  low,  and  then  coining  it  aiiew  at 
a  much  higher  value;  which,  however,  is  not  the 
thousandth  part  so*^icked  as  this  abominable  pro- 
ject of  Mr  Wood.  For,  the  French  give  their  sub- 
jects silver  for  silver,  and  gold  for  gold  ;  but  this 
fellow  will  not  so  much  as  give  us  good  bras&  or 
copper  for  our  gold  and  silver,  nor  even  a  twelfth 
.  part  of  their  worth. 

Having  said  thus  much;  I  will  now  go  on  to  tell 
you  the  judgment  of  soAie  great  lawyers  in  this 
matter,  whom  I  feeM  on  purpose  for  your  sakes,  and 
got  their  opinions  under  their  hands,  that  I  might 
be  sure  I  went  upon  good  grounds. 

A  famous  law-book,  called  "  the  Mirror  of  Jus- 
tice," discoursing  of  the  charters  (or  laws)  ordained 
by  our  ancient  kings,  declares  the  law  to  be  as  fol- 
lows :  *"  It  was  ordained  that  no  king  of  this  realm 
should  change   or  impair  the  money  *,  or  make 
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any  other  money  than  of  gold  or  silver,  without  the 
assent  of  all  the  counties ;"  that  is,  as  my  Lord  Coke* 
says,  without  the  assent  of  Pajliament. 

This  book  is  very  ancient,  and  of  great  author 
rity  for  the  time  in  which  it  was  written,  and  with 
that  character  is  often  quoted  by  that  great  lawyer 
my  Lord  Coke  f.  By  the  law  of  England  the  se- 
veral metals  are  divided  into  lawful  or  true  metal, 
and  unlawful  or  false  metal:  the  former  compre- 
hends silver  and  gold,  the  latter  all  baser  metals. 
That  the  former  is  only  to  pass  in  payments,  ap- 
pears by  an  act  of  Parliament  J  made  the  twentieth 
year  of  Edward  the  First,  called  the  statute  con- 
cerning the  passing  of  pence ;  which  I  give  you 
here  as  I  got  it  translated  into  English ;  for  some 
of  our  laws  at  that  time  were,  as  I  am  told,  written 
in  Latin  ;  "  Whoever,  in  buying  or  selling,  pre- 
sumes to  refuse  a  halfpenny  or  farthing. of  lawful 
money,  bearing  the  stamp  which  it  ought  to  have, 
let  him  be  seized  on  as  a  contemner  of  ihe  king's 
majesty^  and  cast  into  prison." 

By  this  statute,  no  person  is  to  be  reckoned  a 
contemner  of  the  king*s  majesty,  and  for  that  criaie 
to  be  committed  to  prison,  but  he  who  refuses  to 
^.ccept  the  king's  coin  made  of  lawful  metal  j  by 
which,  as  I  observed  before,  silver  and  gold  only 
are  intended. 

That  this  is  the  true  construction  of  the  act,  ap- 
pears hot  only  from  the  plain  meaning  of  the  words, 
but  from  my  Lord  Coke's  §  observation  upon  it. 
"  By  this  act,"  says  he  ''  it  appears,  that  no  subject 
can  be  forced  to  take,  in  buying,  or  selling,,  or  other 
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payment,  any  money  made  but  of  lawful  metal ; 
tbat  is,  of  silver  or  gold/* 

The  law  of  England  gives  the  king  all  mines  of 
gold  and  silver  ;  but  not  the  mines  of  other  metals : 
the  reason  of  which  prerogative  or  power,  as  it  is 
given  by  my  Lord  Coke  *,  is,  because  money  can  be 
made  of  gold  and  silver  j  but  not  of  other  metals. 

Pursuant  to  this  opinion,  halfpence  and  farthings 
were  anciently  made  of  silver,  which  is  evident  from 
the  act  of  Parliament  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  chap.  4, 
whereby  it  is  enacted  as  follows:  "  Item,  for  the 
great  scarcity  that  is  at  present  within  the  realm  of 
England  of  halfpence  and  farthings  of  silver,  it  is 
ordained  and  established,  that  the  third  part  of  all 
the  money  of  silver  plate  which  shall  be  brouglit  to 
the  bullion,  shall  be  made  into  halfpence  and  far- 
things." This  shows  that  by  the  words  ''  halfpence 
and  farthings  of  lawful  money,"  in  that  statute  con-r 
cerning  the  passing  or  pence,  is  meant  a  amall  coin 
in  halfpence  and  farthings  of  silver. 

This  is  farther  manifest  from  the  statute  of  the 
ninth  year  of  Edward  the  Third,  chap.  3,  which 
enacts,  "  that  no  sterling  halfpenny  or  farthing  be 
molten  for  to  make  vessels,  or  any  other  thing,  by 
the  goldsmiths,  or  others,  upon  forfeiture  of  the  mo- 
ney so  molten"  (or  melted). 

By  another  act  in  this  king's  reign,  black  money 
was  not  to  be  current  in  England.  And  by  an  act 
in  the  eleventh  year  of  his  reign,  chap.  5,  galley 
halfpence  were  not  to  pass.  What  kind  of  coin 
these  were,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  I  presume  they  were 
made  of  base  metal.  And  these  acts  were  no  new 
laws,  but  farther  declarations  of  the  old  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  coin. 


"^ 


*  2  Inst.  577, 


I, 


108  THE  DRAFUCR^S  LETTERS. 

Thus  the  law  stands  in  relation  to  coin.  Nor  is 
there  any  example  to  the  contrary,  except  one  in 
Davis's  Reports,  who  tells  us,  "  that  in  the  time  of 
Tyrone's  rebellion,  Q.ueen  Elizabeth  ordered  money 
of  mixed  metal  to  be  coined  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don^ and  sent  over  hither  for  the  payment  of  the 
army,  obliging  all  people  to  receive  it ;  and  com?- 
manding  that  all  silver  money  should  be  taken  only 
as  bullion;"  that  is,  for  as  much  as  it  weighed* 
Davis  tells  us  several  particulars  in  this  matter,  too 
long  here  to  trouble  you  with,  and  "  that  the  privyr 
council  of  this  kingdom  obliged  a  merchant  in 
England,  to  receive  this  mixed  money  for  goods 
transmitted  hither.'*  * 

But  this  proceeding  is  rejected  by  all  the  best 
lawyers,  as  contrary  to  law,  the  privy-council  her^ 
having  no  such  legal  power.  And  besides,  it  is  to 
be  considered,  that  the  queen  was  then  under  great 
difficulties  by  a  rebellion  in  this  kingdom,  assisted 
from  Spain ;  and  whatever  is  done  in  great  exigen- 
cies and  dangerous  times,  should  never  be  an  ex- 
ample to  proceed  by  in  seasons  of  peace  and  quiet- 
ness. 

I  will  now,  my  dear,  friends,  to  save  you  the 
trouble,  set  before  you,  in  short,  what  the  law  oWiges 
you  to  do,  and  what  it  does  npt  oblige  you  to. 

First,  You  are  obliged  to  take  all  money  in  pay- 
ments which  is  coined  by  the  king,  and  is  of  the 
English  standard  or  weight,  provided  it  be  of  gold  or 
silver. 

*  Charles  I.  during  the  civil  warsi,  struck  base  coin  for  paj- 
»ent  of  his  forces.  Some  of  it,  having  for  date  the  siege  of 
Nevvark,  is  in  the  shape  of  a  lozenge  of  billon  or  mixed  meialy 
bearing  value  twelve-pence. 
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Secondly,  Yon  are  not  obliged  to  take  any  money 
which  is  not  of  gold  or  silver ;  not  only  the  half- 
pence or  farthings  of  England,  but  of  any  other 
country.  And  it  is  merely  for  convenience,  or  ease, 
that  you  are  content  to  take  them;  because  the 
custom  of  coining  silver  halfpence'and  farthings  has 
long  been  left  off;  I  suppose  on  account  of  their 
being  subject  to  be  lost. 

Thirdly,  Much  less  are  you  obliged  to  take  those 
vile  halfpence  of  that  same  Wood,  by  which  you 
must  lose  almost  eleven  pence  in  every  shilling. 

Therefore,  my  friends,  stand  to  it  one  and  all : 
refuse  this  filthy  trash.  It  is  no  treason  to  rebel 
against  Mr  Wood.  His  majesty,  in  his  patent, 
obliges  nobody  to  take  these  halfpence :  our  gra- 
cious prince  has  no  such  ill  advisers  about  him ; 
or,  if  he  had,  yet  you  see  the  laws  have  not  left  it 
in  the  king's  power  to  force  us  to  take  any  coin 
but  what  is  lawful,  of  right  standard,  gold  and 
silver.     Therefore  you  have  nothing  to  fear. 

And  let  me  in  the  next  place  apply  myself  par- 
ticularly to  you  who  are  the  poorer  sort  of  trades- 
men. Perhaps  you  may  think  you  will  not  be  so 
great  losers  as  the  rich,  if  these  halfpence  should 
pass ;  because  you  seldom  see  any  silver,  and  your 
customers  come  to  your  shops  or  stalls  with  nothing 
but  brass,  which  you  likewise  find  hard  to  be  got. 
But  you  may  take  my  word,  whenever  this  money 
gains  footing  among  you,  you  will  be  utterly  undone. 
If  you  carry  these  halfpence  to  a  shop  for  tobacco 
or  brandy,  or  any  other  thing  that  you  want,  the 
shopkeeper  will  advance  his  goods  accordingly,  or 
else  he  must  break,  and'  leave  the  key  under  the 
door.  "Do  you  think  I  will  sell  you  a  yard  of 
tenpenny  stuff  for  twenty  of  Mr  Wood's  halfpenbe? 
Noj  not  under  two  hundred  at  least ;  neither  will  I 
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^  be  at  the  trouble  of  counting,  but  weigh  them  in  a 
lump."  I  will  tell  you  one  thing  farther,  that  if  Mr 
Wood's. project  should  take,  it  would  ruin  even  our 
beggars;  for  when  I  give  a  beggar  a  halfpenny,  it 
will  quench  his  thirst,  or  go  a  good  way  to  fill  his 
belly;  but  the  twelfth  part  of  a  halfpenny  will  do 
him  no  more  service  than  if  I  should  give  him  three 
pins  out  of  my  sleeve. 

In  short,  these  halfpence  are  like  ""the  accursed 
thing,  which,"  as  the  Scripture  tells  us,,  "  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  were  forbidden  to  touch."  They  will 
run  about  like  the  plague,  and  destroy  every  one 
who  lays  his  hand  upon  them.  I  have  heard  scholars 
talk  of  a  man  who  told  the  king,  that  he  had  invent- 
ed a  way  to  torment  people  by  putting  them  into  a 
bull  of  brass  with  fire  under  it :  but  the  prince  put 
the  projector  first  into  his  brazen  bull,  to  make  the 
experiment.  This  very  much  resembles  the  project 
of  Mr  Wood;  and  the  like  of  this  may  possibly  be 
Mr  Wood's  fate ;  that  the  brass  he  contrived  to  tor- 
ment this  kingdom  with,  may  prove  his  own  tor- 
ment, and  his  destruction  at  last. 

N.  B.  The  author  of  this  paper  is  informed  by  per- 
sons, who  have  made  it  their  business  to  be  exact 
in  their  observations  on  the  true  value  of  these 
halfpence,  that  any  person  may  expect  to  get  a 
quart  of  twopenny  ale  for  thirty-six  of  them. 

I  desire  that  all  families  may  keep  this  paper  care- 
fully by  them,  to  refresh  their  memories  whenever 
they  shall  have  farther  notice  of  Mr  Wood's  half- 
pence, or  any  other  the  like  imposture. 
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LETTER  II. 

TO  MR, HARDING,  THE  PRINTER, 

ON  OCCASION  OF  A  PARAGRAPH  IN  HIS  NEWSPAPEROF 
AUG.    1,    1724,    RELATING    1^0     MR     WOOd's 

HALFPENCE. 


[Walpole,  as  has  been  already  noticed^  p.  9%,  had  itecommended  to 
his  majesty  to  compromise,  this  furious  debate.  An  order  was  is- 
sued, in  conformity  to  the  report  of  the  prime-minister,  re- 
stricting the  importation  of  Wood's  copper  coin  to  the  sum  of 
L.  40,000,  instead  of  Jj.  100,000,  to  be  current  only  amongst 
those  who  should  be  willing  to  accept  them.  But  the  dispute 
had  risen  too  high  to  admit  of  accommodation.  Besides,  as 
has  been  observed,  the  real  grievance  lay  rather  in  the  principle 
of  the  measure  than  its  extent  or  its  immediate  efiects.j 


Aug.  4,  17S4» 

In  your  Newsletter  of  the  first  instant,  there  is  a 
paragraphs  dated  from  London,  July  25,  relating 
to  Wood's  halfpence ;  whereby  it  is  plain,  what  I 
foretold  in  my  letter  to  the  Shopkeepers,  &c.  that 
this  vile  fellow  would  never  be  at  rest;  and  •that 
the  danger  of  our  ruin  approaches  nearer;  and 
therefore  the  kingdom  requires  new  and  fresh 
warning.     However,  I  take  this  paragraph  to  be. 
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in  a  great  measure,  an  imposition  upon  the  pub* 
lie ;  at  least  I  hope  so,  because  I  am  informed  that 
Wood  is  generally  his  own  newswriter.  I  cannot 
but  observe  from  that  paragraph,  that  this  public 
enemy  of  ours,  not  satisfied  to  ruin  us  with  his 
trash,  takes  every  occasion  to  treat  this  kingdom 
with  the  utmost  contempt.  He  represents  several 
of  our  merchants  and  traders,  upon  examination 
before  a  committee  of  council,  agreeing,  that  there 
was  the  utmost  necessity  of  copper  money  here, 
before  his  patent;  so  that  several  gentlemen  have 
been  forced  to  tally  with  their  workmen,  and  give 
them  bits  of  cards  sealed  and  subscribed  with  their 
names.  What  then  ?  If  a  physician  prescribe  to  a 
patient  a  dram  of  physic,  shall  a  rascal  apothecary 
cram  him  with  a  pound,  and  mix  it  up  with  poison? 
And  is  not  a  landlord's  hand  and  seal  to  his 
own  labourers  a  better  security  for  five  or  ten  shil- 
lings, than  Wood's  brass,  ten.  times  below  the  real 
value,  can  be  to  the  kingdom  for  a  hundred  and 
eight  thousand  pounds  ? 

But  who  are  these  merchants  and  traders  of  Ire- 
land that  made  this  repoi;t  of  the  utmost  necessity 
we  are  under  for  copper  money  ?  They  are  only  a 
few  betrayers  of  their  country,  confederates  with 
Wood,  from  whom  they  are  to  purchase  a  great 
quantity  of  coin,*  perhaps  at  half  the  price  that  we 
are  to  take  it,  and  vend  it  among  us  to  the  ruin  of 
the  public,  and  their  own  private  advantages.'  Are 
not  these  excellent  witnesses,  upon  whose  integrity 
the  fate  of  the  kingdom  must  depend,  evidences 
in  their  own  cause,  and  sharers  in  this  work  of  ini- 
quity ? 


««^*«aai«Miidi. 


*  At  half  value^  and  rend* 


Ifwexould  have  deserved  the  liberty  of  Coining 
for  ourselves,  as  we  fwmerly  did,  and  why  we  have 
it  not  is  «very  body's  wonder  as  well .  as  mine,  ten 
thousand  pounds  might  haVe  been  coined  here  in 
Dablin  of  only  one  fifth  below  the  intrinsic  value ; 
and  this  sum,  with  the  stock  of  haltpence  we  then 
had,  would  have  been  sufficient;  but -Wood,  by  his 
emissaries,:  enemies  to  God  and  this  kingdom,  has 
taken  care  to  buy  up  as  many  of  ouc  old  halfpence 
as  he  could  ;  and  frgm  thence  the  present  want  of 
change  arises;  to  remove  which,  by  Mr  Wood's 
remedy,  would  be,  to  cure  a  scratch  on  the  fitiger 
by  cutting  off  the  arm.  But,  supposing  there  were 
not  (Hie  farthing  of  change  in  the  whole  nation,  I 
vill  maintain  that  five-and-twenty  thousand  pounds 
would  be  a  sum  fully  sufficient  to  answer  all  our  oc- 
casions. I  am  no  inconsiderable  shopkeeper  in  this 
town.  I  have  discoursed  with  several  of  my  own, 
and  other  trades,  with  many  gentlemen  both  of  city 
and  country,  and  also  with  great  numbers  of  far- 
mers, cottagers,  and  labourers,  who  all  agree  that 
two  shillings  in  change  for  every  family  would  be 
more  than  necessary  in  all  dealings.  Now,  by  the 
largest  computation  (even  before  that  grievous  dis- 
couragement of  agriculture,^  which  has  so  much 
lessened  our  numbers)  the  souls  in  this  kingdom  are 
computed  to  be  one  million  and  a  half;  which,  al- 
lowing six  to  a  family,  makes  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  families,  and  consequently  two  shillings  to 
each  family  will  amount  only  to  five^nd^twenty 
thousand  pounds ;  whereas  this  honest,  liberal  hard- 
ware-man. Wood,  would  impose  upon  us  above  four 
times  that  sum. 


*  Perhaps  the  prohihition  from  ploughing.    Rep.  ^.^H* 
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Your  paragraph  relates  farther,  that  Sir  Isaac 
Newiott  reported  an  assay  taken  at  the  Tower  of 
Wood's  metal;  by  which  it  appears,  that  Wood  had 
in  all  respects  performed  his  contract  His  contract ! 
with  whom?  Was  it  with  the  parliaiBQent  or  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  ?  Are  not  they  to  be  the  purchasers  ? 
But  they  detest,  abhor,  and  reject  it  as  corrupt,  frau- 
dulent, mingled  with  dirt  and  trash.  Upon  which 
l^e  grows  angry,  eoes  to  law,  and  will  impose  his 
goods  upon  us  by  force. 

But  your  Newsletter  says,  that  an  assay  was  made 
of  the  coin.  How  impudent  and  insupportable  is 
this  !  Wood  takes  care  to  coin  a  dozen  or  two  faaJf- 
pence  of  good  metaf ,  sends  them  to  the  Tower,  and 
they  are  approved ;  and  these  must  answer  all  that 
he  has  already  coined,  or  shall  coin  for  the  future. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  a  gentlemaii  often  sends  to 
my  shop  for  a  pattern  of  stuff;  I  cut  it  fairly  oif, 
and  if  he  likes  it,  he  comes,  or  sends,  and  cottipares 
the  pattern  with  the  whole  piece,  and  probably  we 
come  to  a  bargain.  But  if  I  were  to  buy  a  hun- 
dred sheep^  and  the  grazier  should  bring  me  one 
single  wether,  fat  and  well  fleeced,  by  way  of  pat- 
tern, and  expect  the  same  price  round  for  the  whole 
hundred,  without  suffering  me  to  see  them  bieforehe 
was  paid,  or  giving  me  good  security  to  restore  my 
money  for  those  that  were  lean,  or  shorn,  or  scabby, 
I  would  be  none  of  his  customer.  I  have  heard  of 
a  man  who  had  a  mind  to  sell  his  house,  and  there- 
fore carf  ied  a  piece  of  brick  in  his  pocket,  which  he 
showed  as  a  pattern  to  encourage  purchasers ;  and 
this  is  directly  the  ease  in  point  with  Mr  Wood's 
assay. 

The  next  part  of  the  paragraph,  contains  Mr 
.  Wood's  voluntary  proposals  for  preventing  any  far- 
ther objections  or  apprebfinsioiis» 
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His  first  proposal  is,  **  that  whereas  he  has  al- 
ready coined  seventeen  thousand  pounds,  and  has 
copper  prepared  t6  make  it  tip  forty  thousand 
pounds,  lie  will  lot  content  to  coin  no  more,  unless 
the  KXiGV.Nci£s  OF  T&ADfe  KEQuiRE  IT,  although  his 
patent  eihpowers  him  to  coin  a  far  greater  quantity." 

To  which  if  I  were  to  answer,  it  should  be  thus. : 
"  Let  Mr  Wood  and  his  crew  of  founders  and  tink- 
ers coin  on,  till  there  is  not  an  old  kettle  left  in  the 
kingdom ;  let  them  coin  old  leather,  tobacco-pipe 
cfeiy,  or  the  dirt  in  the  street,  and  call  their  trum- 
pery by  what  name  they  please,  from  a  guinea  to  a 
ferthing;  wie  are  not  under  any  concern  to  know 
how  he  and  his  tribe  of  accomplices  think  fit  to  em- 
jtloy  theinselves.  But  I  hope,  and  trust,  that  we  are 
all,  to  a  man,  fully  determined  to  have  nothing  to 
do  with  him  ot  his  ware," 

The  king  has  given  him  a  patent  to  coin  half- 
pence, but  has  not  obliged  lis  to  take  them  -,  and  I 
have  already  shown,  in  my  letter  to  the  Shop- 
keepers, &c.,  that  the  law  has  not  left  it  iti  the  power 
of  the  prerogative  to  compel  the  subject  to  take  any 
money,  beside  gold  and  silver  of  the  right  sterling 
and  standard. 

Wood  farther  purposes  (if  I  understand  him 
right,  for  his  expressions  are  dubious)  that  he  will 
not  coin  above  forty  thousand  pounds,  unless  the 
.  exigencies  of  trade  require  it.  First,  I  observe  that 
this  Slim  of  forty  thousand  pounds  is  almost  double 
to  what  I  proved  to  be  sufficient  for  the  whole  king- 
dotti,  although  we  had  not  one  of  our  old  halfpencie 
left.  Again  1  ask,  who  is, to  be  judge,  when  the 
exigencies  of  trade  require  it  ?  Without  doubt  he 
means  himself;  for  as  to  us  of  this  poor  kingdom, 
who  must  be  utterly  ruined  if  this  project  should 
succeed,  we  were  never  once  consulted  tUl  the  mat- 
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ter  was  over,  and  he  will  judge  of  our  exigencies  by 
bis  own  :  neither  will  these  be  ever  at  an  end  till  be 
and  his  accomplices  shall  think  they  have  enough; 
and  it  now  appears  that  he  will  not  be  content  with 
all  our  gold  and  silver,  but  intends  to  buy  up  our 
goods  and  manufacturers  with  the  same  coin. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  examination  of  the  prices 
for  which  he  now  proposes  to  sell  his  halfpence,  or 
what  he  calls  his  copper,  by  the  pound;  I  have 
said  enough  of  it  in  my  former  letter,  and  it  has 
likewise  been  considered  by  others.  It  is  certain 
that,  by  his  own  first  computation,  we  were  to  pay 
three  shillings  for  what  was  intrinsically  worth  but 
one,  although  it;  had  been  of  the  true  weight  and 
standard  for  which  he  pretended  to  have  contracted; 
but  there  is  so  great  a  difference  both  in  weight  and 
badness  in  several  of  his  coins,  that  some  of  them 
have  been  nine  in  ten  below  the  intrinsic  value,  and 
most  of  them  six  or  seven. 

His  ]a3t  proposal  being  of  a  peculiar  strain  and 
nature,  deserves  to  be  very  particularly  considered, 
both  on  account  of  the. matter  and  the  style.  It  is 
as  follows : 

"  Lastly,  In  consideration  of  the  direful  appre- 
hensions which  prevail  in  Ireland,  that  Mr  Wood 
will,  by  such  coinage,  dr£).in  them  of  their  gold  and 
silver,  he  proposes  to  take  their  manufactures  in  ex- 
change, and  that  qo  person  bp  obliged  to  receive 
more  than  five-pence  halfpenny  at  one  payment/' 

First,  observe  this  little  impudent  hardwareman 
burning  into  ridicule  the  direfi;!  apprehensions  of  a 
whole  kingdom,  priding  himself  9s  the  cause  of 
them,  and  daring  to  prescribe  (what  no  king  of 
,  England  ever  attempted)  how  far  a  whole  nation  shall 
be  oblij»ed  to  take  his  brass  coin.  And  he  has  rea- 
son  to  insult :  for  sure  there  was  never  an  example 
\n  history  of  a  great  kingdom  kept  in  awe  for  above 
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a  year,  in  daily  dread  of  titter  destruction,  not  by  a 
powerful*  invader  at  the  head  of  twenty  thousand 
men,  not  by  a  plague  or  a  famine,  not  by  a  tyranni- 
cal prince  (for  we  never  had  one  more  gracious),  or 
a  corrupt  administration,  but  by  one  single,  diminu- 
tive, insignificant  mechanic. 

But  to  go  on  :  To  remove  our  direful  apprehen- 
sions that  he  will  drain  us  of  our  gold  and  silver  by 
his   coinage,  this   little    arbitrary    mock-monarch 
most  graciously  offers  to  take  our  manufactures  in  ' 
exchange.     Are  our  Irish  understandings  indeed 
so  low  m  his  opinion  ?     Is  not  this  the  very  misery  ^ 
we  complain  of;  that  his  cursed  project  will  put  us 
under  the  necessity  of  selling  our  goods  for  what  is 
equal  to  nothing?    How  would  such  a  proposal 
sound  from  France  or  Spain,  or  any  other  country 
with  which  we  traffic  *,  if  they  should  offer  to  deal 
with  lis  only  upon  this  condition,  that  we  should 
take  their  money  at  ten  times  higher  than  the  in- 
trinsic value?  Does  Mr  Wood  think,  for  instance, 
that  we  will  sell  him  a  stone  of  wool  for  a  parcel  of  his 
counters  hot  worth  sixpence,  when  we  can  send  it  to 
England,  and  receive  as  many  shillings  in  gold  and 
silver?  Surely  ther^  was  never  heard  such  a  com- 
pound ofimpudence,  villany,  and  folly.    . 

His  proposals  conclude  with  perfect  high  treason. 
He  promiises,  that  no  person  shall  be  obliged  to  re- 
ceive more  than  five-pence  halfpenny  of  his  coin  in 
one  paynaent.  By  which  it  is  plain,  that  he  pre- 
tends to  dblige  every  subject  in  this  kingdom  to  take 
so  much  ip:  every  payment,  if  it  be  offered ;  where- 
as his  patent  obliges  no  man,  nor  can  the  preroga- 
tive, by  law,  claim  such  a  oower,  kg  1  have  often 
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obsei;vedj  so  tbsX  b^re  Mr  Wopd  t^kes  vppa  h}j5^ 
the  entire  legislature,  and  an  absol*ijte  doa^inioiv 
ov^r  the  prpperties  qf  the  whole  nation. 

Good  6od!  who  are  this  wretch's  advisers?  who 
are  his  supporters,  a! )ettors^  en<joiirag;errf5^  Qi:  shar- 
ers ?   Mr  Wood  will  oblige  me  tp  tajke  five-ppncQ 
halfpenny  of  his  brass  in  every  payment,    AnA  I 
wiJl  shoot  Mr  Wood  and  his  deputies  through  tljo: 
h^ad^  liHe  Ifighwaymen  or  housebreaken^,  if:  they 
dare  to  force  one  faxthing  of  their  coia  on  i»/a  in  the 
paymei^t  of  a  hundred  pounds.     It  is  no  lossi  of  bor 
nour  to  submit  it  to  the  lion:  but  whp,  >pith  the 
figure  of  a  man,  can  think  with  patipnce  of  being, 
devoured  alive  by  a  rat  ?  He  has  laid,  a,  ip,ji,  upon, 
the  people  of  Ireland  of  seventeen  shillings  at  least 
in  the  pound:  a  tax,  I  say,  not  only  upon  laiid3, 
but  interest-money,  goods,  manufactures^  the  l)i]nB. 
of  handicraftsmen,  labourers,  and  servaijts.     Shop- 
keepers, look  to  your3elves  !  Wood  will*  oblige  apd 
force  you  tp  take  five-pence  halfpenny  of'hi3  trash 
in  ev^ery  payment :   and    many  of   you    rj^ceijre 
twenty,  thirty,  forty  payments  in  one  day*  pr  else 
y<)u  cap  hardly  find  bread :  and  pray  consider  how 
injLi<?h[  thait  will  amount  to  in  a  yeap:  t>veptjjr  .tim€|S 
five-pence  halfpenny  is  nin^  shillings   and.  two- 
pence, which  is  above  a  Imndred  and,  sixty  powds 
a-y ear,., wherein  you  will  be  losers,  of  at  lesist  ane 
l[qi)dred  ^d  forjy  pounds  by  taking  yoi^r  pjayn^ents 
ip  hi§  n^oqey.     If  any  of  you  be  content  to  deal 
with.  Mr  "iVoodf  Qu  suc!b  conditiqns,  yov^.n^^y  j  ^^^ 
for  my  own  particular,  let  his  mojpey  perish  with 
him.  If  the  famous  Mr  Hampden  rather  cliojsi^  to,go 
tp  prison  t|ian  pay  a  few  sbillipgjs  tp  Jiing^Charl^s  I. 
witliout  authority    of   parliament,   I    will    rather 
choose  to.  he.  hanged-  than,  have  all^my  substance 
taxed  at  seventeen  shillings  in  the  pounds  at  the 
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arWirary  wiiji  and  pleMure  of  the  veBeraiMe  Mif 
Wood. 

The  paragmpl^  conclu<ies  thus :  *•  N.  B."  (thdt 
js-  to>  sdry,  noKa  A^?^^  or  miir&  wel^  ^*  No  evic^iice> 
appecti^cl  from  Ireland,  or  ehewbere,  to  prove  the 
mischiefe  complained  of,  or  anjr  aiyases  what*- 
soever  committed  in  the  execution  of  the  said 
graiit/' 

The-  impudence  of  thi^  remark ex^ceede  alithat 
wem  before.    First,  the  house  of  commons^^in^Ire- 
latid^  W^hfch  represents  the  whole*  people  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  secondly,  the  privy-^cooncil,  addres- 
sed- his>'niajei»ty  against  these  halfpence :  what  could* 
be  done  more  to  express  the  universal  sense  of  the 
nation  ?  If  his  copper  were  diamonds,  and  the  kii»^ 
doni  were  entirely  against  it,  would  not  ^hat  be  sum- 
cient  to  reject  it  ?  Must  a  committee  of  the  wholes 
house  of  commons,  and  our  whole  privy-counciU 
go  ov^r  to  argue  7>ro  and  #oit  with  Mr  Wood  ^   To 
what  end  did  the  king  give  his  patent  for  coining 
halfpence  for  Ireland  ?   Was  it  not  because  it  was 
repreeented  to  his  sacred  majesty,  that  such  a  coin* 
age  Would  be  of  advantage  to  the  good  of  this  kingr 
dom^  and  of  all  his  subjects  here  ?  It  istothe  paten«' 
tee's  peril,  if  this  representation  be  false,  and  the^ 
execution  of  his  patent  be  fraudulent  and  corrupt; 
Is  he  so  wicked  and  foolish  to  think,  thelt  his  patent^ 
was  given  him  to  ruin  a  million  and  a  half  of  people^ 
Hiat  he  might  be  a  gained*  of  three  or  four  scorer 
thousand  pounds  to  himself  ?  Before  he  was  at  th<^ 
charge  of  passing  a  patent,  much  niore  o^  raking- «p 
so  much  filthy  drossy  and  stamping  it  with  his  ma-^ 
jes^^s  image  and  superscripUoU)  should  he  not  first, 
ill  common  sense,  in.  common*  equity,  and'  ooUimoUl 
manners-,  have  consulted-  the  principal- party^  eoa«- 
earned;  that  Hii  to  say,  the  people  olthoJoogdom* 
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the  houM  oClQixis,  or  icoi»moiis^  pri  the  )[>rivy. -corttifi- 
cil  ?  If  any  foreigrver  should  ask  us,  "  whose  in!ia*ge . 
and  superBcription  th^re.  i>- on  Wood's,  coin  ?'*  we 
should  be  ashamed  to  tell  hitrv   it  w£^s  Ggefiar'as. ; 
In   that  great ^  want  of  copper   half penqe;. which 
he  alleges  we  were^  our  cjty  ^t  up  our  Caasdrfs  * 
statue  in  e:^celle at  copper,  at :  an  expei^oe  >that  is 
equal  in  value  to  thirty -thousand  pound  of  his  coin ; 
aiftd  we  will  not  .receive  hU  image  in 'worse  metal. 
I  observer  many  of  our  people  pqtting  B,-m^\axkr  - 
choly  case:  on  this  subject.     "  It  is  true,"  $J^y.th^y,  ^ 
"  we  are  dl  undone  if  WoocJ's halfpence,  musj^pjas^.;  i 
but  what  shall  w^  do,  if  his.  majesty  puts  out  a  pro*, 
clamation  commanding  us  to. take  them?'.''   This 
has  often  been  dinned  in  my  ears.     But  I  desire  my 
countrymen  to  be  assured,  that  there  is  nothing  in.it. 
The  king  never  issues ,  out ,  a  proclamation  ,bufc  to , 
epjoin  what  .the  law  periipits   bim., «   He  will  not 
issue  out  a  proclamation  against  law  ;  or,  if  i^uch  a  • 
thing  should  happen  by  a  mistake,  we  ar^  no  more 
obliged  to  obey  it,  than  to  run  our  heads  intQ#the 
fire.     Besides,  his  maj^ty  will  never  comm.aiid[  us 
by  a  proclamation,  w^at  he  does  not  oiFer  to  <»m- 
m^md  us  in  the  patent  itself.     There  he  leaves  it  to 
our  discretion  ;•  so  jhat  our  destruction  mpst  be  en- 
tirely owing  to  ourselves.   •  Therefore  let  no  man  be 
afraid  of    a  proclam9.tion,   which    will  never  be* 
granted;  ar^d  if  it  should,  yet  upon . this , occasion 
wiU  be.  of'uo  forc^.     The  king's  revenue^  here  are 
nes^r  four  himdrqd  thouisand.  pou,nds^^  a-y«ar. ;  Can 
ytQyu  thin^k  his  ministers  will  advise  him  to  take.Uiem 
in  Wood'st  brass,  which  will  reduce  the  value;  to  fifty 
thousand  pounds  ?  England  gets  a  million  sterling 
l>y  this  ;[)a.tion  ;  which,  if  this  project  goes  on,  will 
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be  almost  reduced  to  liocbing':  and  do  .y6u  think 
those  who  live-  in  Engtend  upod  Irish  estates^  ^ill 
be  content  to  take  ^  an  eigiith!  or  tenth  part  l^  being 
paid  in  Wood- tf  dross  ?  .-      •  '        ?         '  i': 

If  Wood  at^'his  confederates  were  not^ionvinced 
o^  our  stupidity,  thay  ne^^ef .  would  hsivie  -attempted 
so  audacious  »an<  ^entepprise;  •  » He  now*see?»a  spirit 
has  been  raised '  against  him, « and  he  'only ;  watches  • 
till  it  begin  to  flig :  he  goes  about  wa^eiring.  wheii' 
to. -devour  us;»   He  hopes  we  ^hall  be  weai'yof  con- 
tending with  him;  and  at  last^  oat  of  ignoilance  or. 
fear,  or  of  bieing  perfectly  tired;  with  jopposition,  we' 
shall  be  forced  to 'yield :  anJ. therefore,  I  conf«s^,  it 
is  my  chief  endteavour  to  keep  up  your  spirits  and 
resetitments.     If  I  tell  you  V  there  is  a  precipice  un- 
der you,  and 'that  if  you  go  forward  you  will  cer-i 
tainly  break  your  necks;"  if  I  point  'to  it  before: 
your  eyes,  must  I  be  at  the  trouble :  of  repeating  it* 
every  morning?  'Are  our  people's  hearts* waxed 
gfoss?  Are  their  ears  dAll  of  hearing?  And  have • 
they  closed  their  eyes?  I  fear! there  are  sorfacfew 
vipers  among  us,  who  for  ten  or. twenty  poubds  gain, 
would  sell  all  their  souls  and  their  country;  al- 
though at  last  it  should  end  in  their  owa  ruin,  as 
well  as  ours.     Be  not  like  "  the  deaf  adder,  who  re- 
fuselh  to  hear  the  voice  of  ithe  charmer,  charm -he 
never  so  wisely.**  ^ 

Although  my  letter  T)e  directed  to  you,  Mr  Hard- 
ing; yet  I  intend  it  for  all  my  jcsountrymen.  J  have 
no  interest 'in  this  affair^  but  what  is  common  to  the 
public.  I  can  live  better: than  many  others;  I  have 
some  *gold  and  silver  by  me,  and  a  shop  well  fur- 
nished i  and  shall  be  able  to  make  a  shift  When  many 
of  my  betters  are.  starvin^g.  » But  I  am  grieved  to  see 
the  coldness  3ndindifferenoe:K>f  many  people  with 
whom  I  discourse.     Some  are  affaid  of  a  proclaman 
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tion ;  others  shrug  up  .  tlieir  sAi^alderff,,  md  qrjr^ 
**  Wlxat  would  you  haw  iw.  to  do  ?"  Some  give  out^ 
there  is  no  danger  at  ali :  others  are  coinifortedi^  that 
it  will  be  a  common  calamity^  and  they  sbaU.  fere 
DO  worse  than,  tbeir  neighbours.  WiU  a  man  who 
hears  midnight  robbers  at  his  door^  get  out  of  he^ 
and  raise  his  family' for  a  qommon  defience;.  and 
shall  a  whoie  kingdom  lie  in  a  lethargy,  while  Mi? 
Wood  combes j  at  the  head  o£  his  confederaties,  to^rob' 
them-  of  alii  they  have^  to^  ruin  us  and  our  post0tlUj 
for  ever?  If  a  highwsjtyman  meets  you  oo;  th^  road^ 
you  give  him;  your  money  to  save  yourhfe;  but,, 
God  bethankeds  Mr  Wood  cannot  touch  a  bain  of 
your  heads;  You  have  all  the  laws  of  God  and  maii 
on  your  side ;,  when  he  or  his  accomplices  offer  yeuu 
his  drossy  it  19  but  saying  nov  and>  yoU'  are  safe*  If  ^ 
iDadman  sbouldt  come  into  my  shop  with  ahaodful 
oi  dirt  caked  out  of  thetkfirnnel^  andt  offer  it  ia  pay-* 
ment  for  ten  yai!ds  of  stuff;  I  would  pity,  or  laugh  at 
him  ;  o?3  if  his  behaviour  deserved  it>  kick  him^  oi|t 
of  my  doors.  And  if  Mir  Wood  coiaea  to.  dfema^dt 
my  gold  and  silver,  or  €X>mmodititS]  for  which  1^ 
have  paid  my  gold  and  silver^  ineRcbange  for  hi^ 
trash,  can  he  deserve^or  eocpect  better  treatment? 

When  the  evil  day  is  come  (if  it  must  came),  let 
us  mark  and  observe  those  who  presumi^  to  offer 
these  halfpence  in  payment.  Let  their  names.  9/Qd 
trades,  aad  places  of  abode,  be  made  public,  tibiat 
every  one  may  be  aware  of  them,  as  betrayers  of 
their  countiy,  and  confederates  witli  Mr  Wood. 
Let  them  be  watched  at  markets  and  fairs  ;  audleli 
the  first  honest  dicoverer  give  the  word  BbovH  that 
Mr  Wood's  halfpence  have  been  offered^  and  caui* 
tion  the  poor  innocent  people  not  to  seceive  them. 

Perhaps  I  have  been  too- tedious;  but  there  would 
never  be  an  end,  if'  I  attempted  to  say  all  that.  tbiB 


nie^DphoJ}^  subject  \yUl  bean.    I  will  ooBchidewilh 
hiui^^ljjr  ojSbniqg  one  pnopofiai ;  wliieh,  ifi  it  w^vepun 
in^i  pra^ice^  would  blpw  up  .this  deslruc3tiv»  ptojeot 
at  qncQ.  ,  l^et  some  skilfal  Jiodioious  peniy  draj^.wqpt. 
aik^dve^FUs^fflt^ill  to  1tli«  foliosMing  purpose:      ,' 

'5.  Wh/^^a^.  Qi^p   WilliMft  Woodj  heidUBftreoHH^; 
Tkovf  0^  Ijs^y.  sojoummg^i  ia  the  cilv  o£  Londoiv, 
has,  by  many  mi^pepres^at^lioii^^:  pcocuredi  a  pateol. 
fop  oQlfli^g  f|»^  hundred  audi  eight  «hamsand\  pouoda  in 
cqpp^r  bfl^lfpenoe  for  ihiB  kihgdom  \  nihiqh  isi  i»  simib 
five,  tjiixias^gr^a^^ri  than  Quri  acoasiona  requires :  Audi 
whereas  it  is  notootpu^,  that;:tba  said)^6od  has  ooiiw 
e4  his^  b^fp^nqe.  of  such  base  metal,  aod;  false* 
w^ig)it,  tJiiMtb^y  we  atileastals  parts  in  neveti  be* 
low  th^  t^\  v-alue, :  And.  whereas.'  we  have  reason  to 
appreheQdfc  that*  the  said.  Wood;  may  at  any  time 
hereafter  claoif^tinely  coia  as  many,  more  bvA^ 
pence  as  he  pleases  :  And  whereas  the  said  palfiiit^ 
uf^itber  dodSt.npr,  can,  oblige  his  majesti^r's  subjects 
to  T^cei^e  the  said  halfpence;  in  any  payment,  but 
leavi^a  it  to  tH^r  voluntary  choice ;  because  by  !»« 
thQ.  subject  cannot  be  obliged  to  take  anymon^y^. 
eKQ^pt'.gpld  or  silver  z.  And  whereas,  contrafy  to  the 
letter. and  meaning  of  the^saidpatent^  the  saidiWood/ 
hap^  decl?^red(  that,  every  person  shall  be  obliged  to 
ta]^^  fpn^ep^n^e  halfpenny!  of  his^coin  in.eviery  pay<> 
n)f^t :,  .Aridi  w^he/eas  thtV'  house  off  cohimons-  aqdi 
priii^y'  qoupQjl  hc^ve  severally  addressed  his  m9sl. 
sacred  maj(8s$y,.  representing  the.  illi  GOBseqaenceS: 
which  thi^ts^id  coinage  may  have  upon  this  king* 
dom :  Arid  lastly,  whereas  it  is  universally  agreed, 
that  the  whole  nation  to  a  man  (except  Mr  Wood 
and  his  confederates)  are  in  the  utmost  apprehen- 
sions of  the  ruinous  consequences  that  must  follow 
from  the  said  coinage ;  Therefore  we,  whose  names 
are  underwritten,  being  persons  of  considerable  es- 


184  THE  drapibr's  letters. 

tates  in  this  kingdomj  and  residers  therein,  do  una- 
nimously resolve  and  declare,  that  we  will  never  re- 
ceive, one  farthing  or  halfpenny  of  the  said  Wood's 
coining';  and  that  we  will  direct  all  our  tenants  to 
refuse  the  said  coin  from  any  person  whatsoever ;  of 
which,  that  they  may  not  he  ignorant,  we  have  sent 
them  a  ctopy  of  this  advertisement,  to  be  read  to 
them  by  our  stewards,  receivers,"  &c. 

I  eould  wish,  that  a  paper  of  this  nature  might 
be  drawn  up,  and  signed  by  two  or  three  hundred 
principal  gentlemeu  of  this  kingdom  ;  and 'printed 
copies  thereof  sent  to  their  several  tetiants.  I 
am  deceived  if  any  thing  could  sooner  defeat  this 
execrable  design  of  Wood  and  his  accomplices.  This 
would  immediately  give  the  alarm,  and  set  the  king- 
dom on  their  guard  ;  this  would  give^ourago  to  the 
meanest  tenant  and  cottager.  "  How  long,  O  Lord, 
righteous  andtrue,'*  &c,  '  • 

I  must  tell  you  in  particular.  Mf  Harding,  that 
you  are  much  to  blame.  Several  hundred  persons 
have  inquired  at  your  house  for  my  "  Letter  to  the 
Shopkeepers,' '  &c.  and  you  had  none  to  sell  them. 
Pray  keep  yourself  provided  with  that  letter,  and  * 
with  this  ;  you  have  got  very  well  by  the  former,^ 
but  I  did  not  then  write  for  your  sake,  any  niore 
than  I  do  now.  Pray  advertise  both  in  every  news- 
paper :  and  let  it  not  be  your  fault  or  mine,  if  our 
countrymen  will  not  take  warning.  I  desire  you 
likewise  to  sell  them  as  cheap  as  you  can. 
**  I  am  your  servant, 

*  M.  B. 


t  1««  ] 


LETTER  III. 


[lo  order  t».  uoderstaiid  this  third  Letter,  it  is  necessary  to  pre- 
fix the  Report  to  which  it  refers,  which  contains  a  clear  and 
distinct  statement  of  Wood's  plea,  and  of  that  maintained  by 
the  Engliah  GroTernment] 

• 

The  'Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majestjfs 
most  honourable  Priioy  Council,  in  relation  to  Mr  WoodCs 
Halfpence  and  FartkingSy  ^c. 

At  the  Council  Chamber  at  Whitehall^  the  Uth  day  of  July 

1724. 

I  •  " 

Iiv  obedience  to  your  majesty's  order  of  reference,  upon  the 
seTeral  resolutions  and  addresses  of  both  houses  of  parliament  of 
Ireland,  during  their  late  session,  the  late  address  of  your  majes- 
ty's justices,  and  privy-council  of  that  kingdom,  and  the  peti. 
tions  of  the  county  and  city  of  Dublin,  concerning  a  patent 
granted  by  your  majesty  to  William  Wood,  Esq.  for  tbe  coining 
and  uttering  copper  halfpence  and  farthings  in  the.  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  to  such  persons  as  would  voluntarily  accept  i^e  same ; 
and  upon  the  petitioA  of  the  said  William  Wood,  concerning,  the 
same  coinage,  the  lords  ipf.the  committee  have  taken  into  their 
consideration  the  said  patent,  addresses,  petitions,  and  all  mat. 
ters  and  papers  relating  thereto^  and  have  heard  and  examined  all 
such  persons,  as,  upop  due  and  sufficient  notice,  were  desirous 
and  willing  to.be  heard  upon  the  subject  matter  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  have  agreed  upon  the  following  report,  contain- 
ing a  true  state  of  the  whole  matter,  as  it  appeared  before  them, 
with  their,  humble  opinion,  to  be  laid  before  your  nu^esty  for 
your  royal  consideration  and  determination,  upon;  a  matter  of 
sfich  importance* 

The  several  addresses  to  your  majesty  from  your  subjects  of 
Ireland,  contain  in  general  terms  the  -strongest  representations  of 
the  great  apprehensions  they  were  under,  from  the  in^porting  and 
uttering  copper  .halfpence,  and  farthings  in  Ireland,  by  virtue  of 
fhe  patent  granted  to  Mr  Wood^  wUph  they  conceiy^  woiild 
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pwre  Ii^bljr  prejudicial  to  jonr  majesty's  rcyenne,  destractire 
of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  dangerous 
consequence  to  the  properties  of  the  subject.  Thcjr  represent^ 
that  the  patent  had  occn  obtained  in  a  clandestine  and  uopi^ce- 
dented  manner,  and  by  notorious  misrepresentations  of  the  state 
of  Ireland;  that  if  tho  fterftis  oT  tike  ^patent  had  been  complU-d 
withy  this  coinage  would  have  been  of  in  finite  loss  to  the  king, 
idom,  but  that  the  patentee,  under  colour  of  the  powers  granted 
to  hitn,  had  imported  iatful  ^eMeatotrred  t^  uttk  gie&t  qiiantiiies 
«f  i&fhttat  impressions^  and  6f  less  %vefght,  than  ve^ired  by  the 
palmt)  and  hsid  been  ^gwky  of  notoHotis  fhtudfr  and  deceit  in 
coining  the  said  copper^money  :  And  tii^  iHitttUy  tasoech  your 
majesty,  that  you  would  give  such  directions,  as  in  your  great 
wisdom  you  should  tkink  proper,  to  prevent  the  fatal  eficcts  of 
mtteting  any  halfpence  or  farthings  by  yirtue  of  the  said^  patent ; 
And  the  house  ^  comm6iis  of  Ireland,  m  a  second  address  Upon 
this  subject,  pray,  that  your  majesty  would  be  pleased  to  give 
directions  to  the  several  oiSicers  entrusted  in  the  receipt  of  your 
majesty's  revenue,  that  they  do  BOt,  on  any  pretence  whatever^ 
reccite  or  utter  any  of  the  said  copper  halfpence  or  farthings. 

In  answer  to  the  addresses  of  the  houses  of  parliaaient  of  Ire- 
Imd,  your  majesty  was  most  gracloasly  pleased  to  assure  them^ 
^^  That  if  any  abuses  had  been  cemmittod  by  the  patcntee>  you 
wvttld  give  tiie  necessary  orders  for  inqulnDg  into  and  punishiog 
those  abases ;  and  that  your  majesty  would  do  every  thing  tint 
was  in  your  power,  for  the  satisfactioi)  of  your  people/' 

In  pursuance  of  this  your  tnajesty's  most  grddous  declaration, 
your  snaj^ty  was  j>leased  to  take  this  matter  into  your  royal 
eonstderation ;  and  that  you  might  be  the  better  enabled  eftec* 
taaily  to  answer  the  expectations  of  your  people  of  Ireland,  your 
najesty  was  pleased,  by  a  letter  from  Lord  Carteret,  one  of  y#ar 
Ipritidpal  secretaries  of  state,  dated  March  10,  172d>4.  to  signify 
yonr  pleasure  to  your  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  ^'  Ihat  hi% 
ahonld  give  directions  for  sending  over  such  papers  and  witnessea 
at  -should  be  thought  proper  to  rapport  the  objections  made 
nsgUnst  the  patent,  and  against  the  patentee^  in  the  execution  of 
the  powers  given  him  by  the  patent^'' 

Upon  the  receipt  of  these  yonr  majeiFty's  orders,  the  lord-lien. 
telMt,  by  his  letter  of  the  20th  of  March^  i733«4,  represented 
the  great  difficulty  he  found  himself  under,  to  comply  with  tbeaa 
your  jbajcsty's  orders,^  Add  by'anotheir  letter  of  the  24tli  of 
March  172^3*49  ^^  after  consulting  t^e  t^rincipal  members  of  both 
Imtts^,  who  were  immediately  in  yoiir  ttiajMty's  service,  and  of 
the  privy- cottticH,"  acquainted  yonr  itiajesty,  **That  none  6f 
MiBlll  Wtnild  tako  npott  thelm  ^  Mi'istf  ho^  any  tiiaterial  persona 
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Wt  pbp^rs  ttfigbt  %«  8€Wt«wier  on  Iha  ooeasioft ;  iMft  they  «11 
«d  «pifn«ii0ii^«  of  the  411  tBmper  any  niBoartfiife,  in  a  trial  up^ 
on  scire  facias  brought  agunst  the  patentee,  might  occasion  hi 
f>oth  kontes^lf  the  eiriieoee  were  act  kid  as  fall  before  a  Jnry^ 
as  it  was  i^efote  then,''  and  tMJtherefoie,  a  tseoand  time,  doelin^ 
iMidiAg  ^ffet  any  pemons,  fxipeps,  or  aartevlals  whatsoever,  16 
support  this  diHirge  hraught  against  your  iaajesty*)B  patent  and 
tiwpatsntee. 

As  this  pradeeding  seemed  very  eztraordiaary,  that,  In  a  mat* 
tfAT  thht  had  hjmH  so  great  and  uniTorsal  a  damwir  In  Ifeland, 
ho  •oM  penoQ  t^inld  be  pretaiM  upon  to  eome  over  from  ii«u 
latid,  in  support  of  Um  nnked  aense  of  balk  hoases  of  parlia^ 
meot  «f  Ireland  ;  that  no  papenL  no  iMilerials  ^  no  evidenoe  what, 
ttoorer  of  #ie  mischief*  arisiag  from  this  patent,  or  «f  the  notoi^ 
lions  fVattds  and  deceit  committed  in  the  ezecm^a  of  it,  oonld 
mow  be  had,  to  give  yoar  majesty  satisfaction  herein  $  *'  your 
oajeaty,  howeyer,  desirous  to  give  y<our  people  of  f  nslaad  all  pos* 
sible  satisfaction,  bat  sensible  that  you  cannot  in  any  case  pro^ 
oeed  against  any  of  the  meanest  of  yoar  subjects,  but  according 
to  the  known  rules  and  maxima  of  hiwand  justioe,''  repeated 
your  orders  to  your  lofd^-liteliBnaat  of  Ireland,  that  by  persna* 
aioB,  «nd  making  proper  ^kiVttauees  for  their  ezpences,  new  en. 
deUTOurs  might  be  used  %o  pnoc»re  and  send  over  such  witnesses 
«8  srhould  be  thought  malerfad  to  make  good  the  chargie  against 
the  patent. 

In  answer  to  these  orders,  tiie  lord-lieutedslat  of  Ipeiaad  ae- 
tinaintft  your  mRJ<*sty,  by  his  letter  «f  the  23d  of  April  to  one  of 
your  prukaipai  secretaanes  of  state,  ^^  That  in  order  to  obey  your 
majesty's  commands  as  far  tis  possibly  he  could,  at  a  meeting  widi 
my  loid  dmncCilor,  the  chief  judges,  your  majesty's  attorney  and 
eoliciter-gcneral,  he  had  earnestly  d^ed  their  ad  rice  aad  assist- 
ance, tb  enable  him  to  send  over  such  witnesses  as  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  support  the  charge  against  Mr  Wood's  patent,  and  the 
execuUon  of  it.  The  result  of  this  meeting  was  such,  that  the 
k>rd  lieutenant  could  not  reap  the  least  advantage  or  assistai»ce 
from  it,  etery  one  being  so  guarded  with  caution  against  giving 
any  advice  or  opinion  in  this  matter  of  state,  apprehending  great 
danger  to  themaeWes  from  meddling  in  it.*' 

The  lords  of  the  committee  think  it  very  strange,  that  there 
ahoitld  be  such  great  difficulty  in  preVaiHug  with  persons,  who  had 
alfendy  grveu  their  evidence  before  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  to 
come  over  and  give  the  same  evidence  here,  and  especially,  that 
the  chief  (fifficidty  should  arise,  from  a  general  apprehensiou  of  a 
nnscarris^e,  in  an  inquiry  before  your  mejesty,  or  in  a  prooee^ 
Ittg  by  due  course  of  law,  in  a  case  where  both  housed  oC  parMt* 


aient  had  declar6d  themselves ''so  •  fully  .coBTi«eed^  ^d  satisfied 
upoa- evidence,  and  examinations  taken  in  th6.-most  soleIn^  maa- 
ncr.--  •    '   . 

.  At  the  same. time  that  four  majesty  sent  your , aiders. to  the 
lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  send  .over  such.^iHdenpes  as  were 
thought  material  to  support  the  charge  against  the  patent,  ik^t 
your  majesty  mighty,  without  any  further  loss  of  time  ^n  was 
absolutely  necessary,  be  as  fully  informed  as  was  possihle,,  and 
'  that  the  abuses  and  frauds  aUeged.  to  be  committed  by  the  paten, 
.tee,  in  executing  the  powers  granted  to  him,  n}igliti  be  fully  and 
jsliictJy  inquired  into,  and  examined, .  your  majcistyiwas  pleased 
io  order  that  an  assay  should  be ma^  of  the  fineness,  yalue,  and 
.weight  of  this  copper  money,  and  the  goodn^s- thereof j  compar- 
ed with  the  former  coinages  .of  copper  money  for  Ireland,  and 
the  copper  money  coined  ia  your.majesty^s  mint  in  £ngland ; 
-and  it  was  accordingly  referred  to  Sir  Isaac  Ne^toji,  Edward 
Southwell,  and  John  Scrope,  £sqs.  to  make  the  said  assay  and 
tria^. 

By  the  reports  made  of  this  assay,  which  are  hereunto  annex- 
ed, it  appears,  ^^  That  the  pix  of  the  copper  monies  joined  ^t 
Bristol  by  Mr  Wood  for  Irehuid,  containing  the  trjal  pieces, 
which  was  sealed  and  locked  up  at  the  time  of  coining,  was  Qpen- 
cd  at  your  majesty's  mint,  at  the  Tower :;  that  the  comptroller's 
.account  of  the  quantities  of  hj|.lf pence  and    farthings  ..coined, 
agreed  with  Mr  Wood's  account,  amounting  to  59  ton^,  3  hnOf- 
dred,  1  quarter,  11  pounds,  8(nd  4  ounces ;  that  by  the  specimens 
of  this  coinage,  which  had  from  time  to  time  been  taken  from  the 
several  parcels  coined,  and  sealed  up. in  papers,  ai^d  put  into  the 
pix,  60  halfpence  .weighed  14  ounqes  troy,  and  18.  penny  weighty 
^  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  above  ,pne  pound  weight 
avoirdupois  ;  and  SO  farthings  weighed  3  ounces  and  3  quarters 
of  an  ounce  troy,  and  46'  grains,  which  is  also  above  the  weight 
required  by,  the  patent     it  also  appears,  that  both  halfpence 
•  and  farthings  when  heated  red  hot  spread  thin  under  the  hammqr 
without  cracking ;  that  the  copper  of  which  Mr  Wood's  coinage 
is  made,  is  of  the  same  goodness  and  value  with  the  copper  of 
which  the  copper  money  is  coined .  in  your  majesty's  mint  for 
England,  and  worth  in  the  market  about  13  pi^ca  per  pound 
weight  averdupois  ;  that  a  pound  of  copper  wrqnght  into  bars 
or  fillets,  and  made  fit  for  coinage,  before  brought  into  the  mii^t 
at  the  Tower  of  London,  is  worth  18  pence  per  pound,  and  ai- 
rways cost  as  much,  and  is  coined  into  23  pence  of  copper  money 
by  Tale  for  England.      It  likewise  appears^  that  the  halfpence 
and  farthings  coined  by  Mr  Wood,  when  compared  with  the  copl 
4per  money  coined  for  Ireland,  in  the  reigns  of  JLing  Cl|a|:les  1(» 
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King  James  11.  and  King  William  and  Qneen  Mary,  consider* 
ably  exceeds  them  all  in  weiglit,  rery  far  exceeds  them  all  in 
goodness,  fineness,  and  value  of  the  copper,  none  of  them  bear- 
bg  the  fire  so  well,  not  being  malleable,  wasting  very  mtach  in  the 
fire,  and  great  part  of  them  burning  into  a  cinder  of  little  or  no 
Talue  at  ail ;  specimens  of  all  wliich,  as  likewise  of  Mr  Wood's 
copper  money,  upon  trials  and  assays  made  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton^ 
Mr  Southwell,  and  Mr  Scrope,  were  laid  before  this  committee  . 
for  their  information.'^ 

The  lords  of  the  committee  beg  leave  upon  this  article  of  the 
complaint,  that  notorious  frauds  and  deceits  had  been  committed 
by  the  patentee,  in  executing  the  powers  grantisd  him,  to  ob- 
serve to  your  majesty,  that  this  is  a  fact  expressly  cliarged  upon 
the  patentee,  and  if  it  had  in  any  manner  been  proved,  it  might 
have  enabled  your  majesty,  by  due  course  of  kw,  to  have  given 
the  satisfaction  to  your  people  of  Ireland^  that  has  been  so  much 
insisted  upon;  but  as  it  is  now  above  four  months  since  yonr 
majesty  was  pleased  to  send  over  to  Ireland  for  snch  evidence^ 
as  might  prove  a  fact  alleged  to  be  so  notorious,  and  no  evidence 
at  all  has  been  as  yet  transmitted,  nor  the  least  expectation  given 
of  any  that  may  hereafter  be  pb.tained,  and  the  trials  and  assays 
that  have  been  tak^en  of  the  halfpence  and  farthings  coined  by 
Mr  Wood,  proving  so  unquestionably  the  weight,  goodness,  and 
fineness  of  the  copper  money  coined,  rather  exceeding  the  con- 
ditions of  the  patent,  than  being  any  way  defective,  the  lords  of 
the  conunitte^  cannot  advise  your  majesty,  by  a  writ  of  scire  fw» 
dasj  or  any  otiier  manner,  to  endeavour  vacating  the  said  patent 
when  there  is  no  probability  of  success  in  snch  an  undertaking* 

As  these  trials  aud  assays  fully' shew  that  the  patentee  hath  acti* 
ed  fiiirly  according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  his  patent,  so 
th^y  evidently  p^ove,  that  Ih^  care  and  caution  made  use  of  in 
this  patent^  by  proper  conditions,  checks,  and  comptrolls,  have 
effectually  provided,  th^t  the  copper*moncy  coined  for  Ireland 
by  virtue  of  thisi  patent,  should  far  exceed  the  like  coinages 
for  Ireland,  in  the- reigns  of  your  majesty's  royal  predecessors. 

And  that  your  majesty's  royal  predecessors  have  exercised  this 
undoufaited  prerogative  of  granting  to  private  persons  the  power 
and  privilege  of  coining  copper  halfpence  and  farthings  for  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  vras  proved  to  this  committee  by  several 
precedents  of  such  patents  granted  to  private  persons  by  King 
Charles  II.  and  King  James  II.  none  of  which  were  equally  be- 
neficial to  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  nor  so  well  guarded  with 
proper  covenants  aud  conditions  for  the  due  execution  of  the 
powers  tiiereby  granted,  although  the  power  and  validity  of  those 
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paJjeaiS)  and  a  floe  compliance  with  them,  was  never  in  toy  one 
instance^  till  this  time,  disputed  or  controTerted. 

By  these  former  patents,  the  sole  power  of  coining  copper  mo« 
ney  for  Ireland^  was  granted  to  the  patentees  for  the  term  of  %i 
yearS)  to  be  coined  in  soch  place  as  they  should  think  convenient^ 
and  siich  quantities  a9  they  could  conveniently  issue  within  the 
term  of  21  years,  without  any  restriction  of  the  quantity  to  be 
coined  witbin  the  whole  term,   or  any  provision  of  a  certain 
quantity,  only  to  be  coined  annually  to  prevent  the  ilUconse- 
quences  of  too  great  a  quantity  to  be  poured  in  at  once,  at  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  patentees ;  no  provision  was  mafde  for 
the  goodness  and  fineness  of  the  copper,  no  comptroller  ap* 
pointed  to  inspect  the  topper  in  bars  and  fillets,  before  coin- 
?d,  and  take  constant  assays  of  the  money  when  coined,  and 
the  power   of  issuing  not  limited  to  such  as    would  volnn- 
firrily  accept  the  same ;  but  by  the  patent  granted  to  John  Knox, 
the  money  coined  by  virtue  of  that  patent  is  made  and  declared 
to  be  the  current  coin  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  a  pound 
weight  of  copper  was  allowed  to  be  coined  into  two  shillings 
and  eightpence,  and  whatever  quantity,  should  be  coined,  a  rent 
of  L.  16  per  annum  only  was  reserved  to  the  crown,  and  700  tons 
of  copper  were  computed  to  be  coined  within  the  twenty-one 
years,  without  any  complaint. 

The  term  granted  to  Mr  Wpod  for  coining  copper  money,  is 
for  fourteen  years  only,  the  quantity  for  the  whole  term  limit<- 
«d  to  360  tons,  100  tons  only  to  be  issued  within  one  year^  and 
JtO  tons  each  year,  for  the  thirteen  remaining  years ;  a  comptrol- 
ler  is  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  crown,  to  inspect,  comp- 
troll,  and  assay  the  copper,  as  well  not  coined  as  coined  ;  the 
copper  to  be  fine  British  copper,  cast  into  bars  or  fillets,  which 
when  heated  red  hot  would  spread  thin  under  the  hammer;  k 
pound  weight  of  copper  to  be  coined  into  two  shillings  and  six- 
pence, and  without  any  compulsion  or  currency  enforced,  to  Ibe 
received  by  such  only  as  would  voluntarily  and  wilfillly  ac^cept 
the  same  ;  a  rent  of  L.  800  per  annum  is  reserved  to  yottr  majes- 
ty, tod  L.  200  per  annum  to  your  majesty's  clerk  comptroller, 
to  be  paid  annually  by  the  patentee,  for  the  full  term  of  the  four, 
teen  years,  which  for  thirteen  years,  when  twenty  tons  of  copper 
only  are  coined,  is  not  inconsiderable ;  these  great  tod  essential 
differences  in  the  several  patents  that  have  been  granted  for  cofii<- 
ing  copper  inoney  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  seemed  sufficient- 
]y  to  justify  the  care  and  caution  thdt  was  used  in  granting  tlie 
letters-patent  to  Mr  Wood. 

It  Into  been  further  represented  to  your  majesty,  that  tbeae 
letters-patent  were  obtained  by  Mr  Wood  in  a  clandestine  and 
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unprecedented  manner,  and  hj  gross  misrepresentations  of  the 
state  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,     Upon  inquiring  into  this  fact 
it  appears,  that  the  petition  of  Mr  Wood  for  obtaining  this  coin- 
age was  presented  to  your  majesty  at  the  time  that  several  other 
petitions  and  applications  were  made  to  your  majesty,  for  the 
same  purpose,  by  sundry  persons  well  acquainted  and  conversant 
with  the  afiairs  of  Ireland,  setting  forth  the  great  want  of  small 
money  and  changb  in  all  the  common  and  lower  parts  of  traffic 
and  business  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  the  terms  of  Mr 
Wood's  petition  seeming  to  your  majesty  most  reasonable,  there- 
upon a  draught  of  warrant  directing  a  grant  of  such  coinage  to 
be  made  to  Mr  Wood,  was  referred  to  your  majesty's  then  attor- 
ney and  solicitor  general  of  England,  to  consider  and  report  thdr 
opinion  to  your  majesty ;  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  as  the  committee  is 
informed,  was  consulted  in  all  the  steps  of  settling  and  adjusting 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  patent ;  and  after  mature  delibe- 
ration, your  majesty's  warrant  was  signed,  directing  an  indenture 
in  such  manner  as  is  practised  in  your  majesty's  mint  in  the  tower 
of  London,  for  the  c6ining  of  gold  and  silver  monies,  to  pass  the 
great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  carried  through  all  the 
usual  forms  and  offices  without  haste  or  precipitation,  that  the  com* 
mittee  cannot  discover  the  least  pretence  to  say,  this  patent  was 
passed  ,01"  obtained  in  a  clandestine  or  unprecedented  manner,  un- 
less it  is  to  be  understood,  that  your  majesty's  granting  a  liberty 
of  coining  copper  money  for  Ireland,  under  the  great  seal  of 
Great  Britain,  without  referring  the  consideration  thereof  to  the 
principal  officers  of  Ireland,  is  the  grievance  and  mischief  com« 
plained  of.     Upon  this  head  it  must  be  admitted,  that  letters-pa- 
tent under  the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  for  coining  copper  mo- 
ney for  Ireland,  are  legal  and  -obligatory,  a  just  and  reasonable 
exercise  of  your  majesty's  royal  prerogative,  and  in  no  manner 
derogatory,  or  invasive,  of  any  liberties  or  privileges  of  your 
subjects  of  Ireland.     When  any  matter  or  thing  is  transacting 
that  concerns  or  may  affect  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  if  your 
'  majesty  has  any  doubts  concerning  the  same,  or  sees  just  cause 
for  cjlonsidering  your  officers  of  Ireland,  your  majesty  is  frequent- 
ly pleased  to  refer  such  considerations  to  your  chief  governors  of 
Ireland ;  but  the  Lords  of  the  committee  hope  it  will  not  be  as- 
serted, that  any  legal  orders  or  resolutions  of  youj  majesty  can 
or  ought  to  be  called  in  question  or  invaHdate<l,  because  the  ad*. 
Tice  or  consent  of  your  chief  governors  of  that  kingdom  was  not 
pteviously  had  upon  them :  The  precedents  are  many,  wherein 
eases  of  great  importance  to  Ireland,  and  that  immediately  affect- 
ed, the  interests  of  that  kingdom,  warrants,  orders,  and  directions, 
by  the  authority  of  your  majesty  an^  your  royal  predecessors, 
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hare  been  issued  under  the  royal  sign  manual,  urithout  any  preTi« 
ous  reference,  or  advice  of  your  officers  of  Ireland,  which  have 
always  had  their  due  force,  and  hare  been  punctually  cooipKed 
with  and  obeyed.  And  as  it  cannot  be  disputed  but  this  paitent 
might  legally  and  properly  pass  under  the  great  seal  of  Great 
Britain,  so  their  Lordships  cannot  find  any  precedents  or  refe* 
rences  to  the  officers  of  Ireland,  of  what  passed  under  the  great 
seal  of  England ;  on  the.  contrary,  there  are  precedents  of  pa* 
tents  passed  under  the  great  seal  of  Ireland,  where  in  all  the  pre- 
vious steps  the  references  were  made  to  the  officers  of  England* 

By  the  misrepresentation  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  in  order  to 
obtain  this  patent,  it  is  presumed,  is  meant,  that  the  information 
giyen  to  your  majesty  of  the  great  want  of  small  money,  to  make 
small  payments,  was  groundless,  and  that  there  is  no  such  want 
of  small  money  :  The  Lords  of  the  committee  inquired  very  par- 
ticularly into  this  article,  and  Mr  Wood  produces  several  wit- 
nesses that  directly  asserted  the  great  want  of  small  money  for 
change,  and  the  great  damage  that  retailers  and  manufactures  suf- 
fered for  the  want  of  such  copper  money.  Evidence  was  given, 
that  considerable  manufactures  have  been,  obliged  to  give  tallies, 
or  tokens  in  cards,  to  their  workmen  for  want  of  small  money, 
signed  upon  the  back,  to  be  afterwards  exchanged  for  larger  mo. 
ney  :  That  a  premium  was  often  given  to  obtain  small  money  for 
necessary  occasions :  Several  letters  from  Ireland  to  correspon- 
dents in  England  were  read,  complaining  of  the  wanf  of  copper 
money,  and  expressing  the  great  demand  there  was  for  this  mo- 
ney. 

The  great  want  of  small  money  was  further  proved  by  the 
common  use  of  raps^  a  counterfeit  coin,  of  such  base  metal,  that 
what  passes  for  a  hall  penny  is  not  worth  half  a  farthing,  which 
raps  appeared  to  have  obtained  a  currency  out  of  necessity,  and 
for  want  of  better  small  money  to  make  change  with;  aud,  by  the 
best  accounts,  the  Lords  of  the  committee  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  there  is  a  real  want  of  small  mo- 
ney in  Ireland,  which  seems  to  be  so  far  admitted  on  all  hands, 
that  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  misrepresentation  of 
the  state  of  Ireland  in  this  respect. 

In  the  second  address  from  the  house  of  commons  to  jour 
majesty,  they  most  humbly  beseech  your  majesty,  that  you  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions  to  the  several  officers  in- 
trusted with  the  receipt  of  your  majesty's  revenue,  that  they 
do  not,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  receive  or  utter  such 
halfpence  or  farthings ;  and  Mr  Wood,  in  his  petition  to  your 
m^esty,  complains,  that  the  officers  of  your  majesty's  revenue 
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had  already  given  such  orders  to  ail  the  inferior  officers  not  to 
liBceiYe  any  of  this  coin* 

Yonr  majesty,  by  your  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  Great 
Britain^  wills,  requires,  and  commands  your  '*  lieutenant,  deputy, 
or  other  chief  governor  or  governors  of  your  kingdom  of  ire- 
land,  and  all  other  officers  and  ministers  of  your  majesty,  your 
heirs  and  successors  in  England,  Ireland,  or  elsewhere,  to  be  aid- 
ing and  assisting  to  the  said  William  Wood,  his  executors,  Sec,  in 
the  execution  of  all  or  any  the  powers,  authorities,  directions, 
matters,  or  things  to  be  executed  by  him  or  them,  or  for  his  or 
their  benefit  and  advantage,  by  virtue,  and  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  indentures,  in  all  things  as  becometh,  &c."  And  if  the  offi. 
oers  of  the  revenue  hare,  upon  their  own  authority,  given  any 
orders,  directions,  significations,  or  intimations,  to  hinder  or  ob. 
struct  the  receiving  and  uttering  the  copper  money  coined  and 
imported,  pursuant  to  your  majesty's  lettcrs-patent,  this  cannot 
but  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding. 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  patent  your  majesty  has  covenant- 
ed and  granted  unto  the  said  William  Wood,  his  executors,  &;c« 
*<  That  upon  performance  of  covenants,  on  his  and  their  parts,  he 
and  they  shall  peaceably,  and  quietly,  have,  hold,  and  enjoy  all 
the  pbwers,  authorities,  privileges,  licences,  profits,  advantages^ 
and  all  other  matters  and  things  thereby  gran  ted,  without  any  let^ 
suit,  trouble,  molestation  or  denial  of  your  majesty,  your  heirs 
or  saccessors,  or  of  or  by  any  of  your  or  their  officers  or  mini* 
sters,  or  any  person  or  persons,  &c/'  This  being  so  expressly 
granted  and  covenanted  by  your  majesty,  and  there  appearing  no 
failure,  non- performance,  or  breach  of  covenants,  on  the  part  of 
the  patentee,  the  lords  of  the  committee  cannot  advise  your  ma- 
jesty to  give  directions  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  not  to  re- 
ceive or  utter  any  of  the  6aid  copper  halfpence  or  farthings,  as 
has  been  desired. 

Mr  Wood  having  been  heard  by  his  counsel,  produced  his  se- 
veral witnesses ;  all  the  (>apers  and  precedents,  which  he  thought 
material,  having  been  read  and  considered ;  and  having,  as  he  con. 
ceived,  fully  vindicated  both  the  patent,  and  the  execution  there- 
of :  For  his  farther  justification,  and  to  clear  himself  from  the 
imputation  of  attempting  to  make  to  himself  any  unreasonable 
profit  or  advantage,  and  to  enrich  himself  at  the  ex  pence  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  endeavouring  to  impose  upon  them,  and 
utter  a  greater  quantity  of  copper  money  than  the  necessary  oc- 
casions of  the  people  shall  require,  and  can  easily  take  oif,  deli« 
▼ered  a  proposal  in  writing,  signed  by  himself,  which  is  hereunto 
annexed;  and  Mr  Wood  having,  by  the  the  said  letters-patent^^^  co. 
Tenanted^  granted,  and  promised  to^  and  with  your  majesty,  your 
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heirs  a^id  siiccessoTQ,  iliat  he  shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time,  ia 
the  making  of  the  said  copper  farthings  and  halfpence  in  Eng. 
land,  and  in  transporting  the  same  from  time  to  time  in  Ireland, 
'and  in  uttering,  vending,  disposhig  and  dispersing  the  same  there, 
and  jn  all  his  doings  and  accounts  concerning  the  same,  submit 
himself  to  the  inspection,  examination,  order  and  comptrol  of 
your  majesty 'and  your  commissioners  of  the  treasury,  or  high* 
treasurer,  for  the  time  beijig  ;*'  the  lords  of  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  your  majesty,  upon  this  voluntary  offer  and  pro. 
posal  of  Mr  Wood,  may  give  proper  orders  and  directions  for  the 
due  execution  and  performance  of  such  parts  of  the  said  propo- 
sal, as  shall  be  jud^d  most  for  the  interest  and  accommodation  of 
your  subjects  of  Ireland :  In  the  mean  timc^  it  not  appearing  to 
their  lordships  that  Mr  Wood  has  done  or  committed  any  act  or 
deed,  that  may  tend  to  invalidate,  or  make  void  his  letters  patent, 
or  to  forfeit  Uie  privileges  and  advantages  thereby  granted  to  him 
by  your  majesty,  it  is  but  just  and  reasonable,  that  your  majes- 
ty  should  immediately  send  orders  to  your  commissioners  of  the 
revenue,  and  all  other  your  officers  in  Ireland,  to  revoke  all  orders, 
directions,  signijQcations,  or  intimations   whatsoever,  that  may 
^ave  been  given  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  binder  or  obstruct 
the  receiving  and  uttering  this  copper  money,  and  that  the  half- 
pence and  farthings  already  coined  by  Mr  Wood,  amounting  to 
about  L.  1700,  and  such  farther  quantity  as* shall  make  up  the 
said  L.  17000  to  L.  40,000,  <'  be  suffered  and  permitted,  without 
any  let,  suit,  'trouble,  molestation,  or  denial  of  any  of  your  ma- 
jesty's officers  or  ministers  i^hatsoever,  to  pass,  and  be  received 
as  current  money  by  such  as  shall  be  willing  to  receive  the  saaoe." 
At  the  same  time,  it  may  be  adviseabJe  for  your  majesty  to  give 
the  proper  orders,  that  Mr  Wood  shall  not  coin,  import  into 
Ireland,  utter,  or  dispose  of  any  more  copper  halfpence  or  far* 
things,  than  to  the  amount  of  L.4{),000,  according  to  his  own  pro- 
posal, without  your  majesty's  special  licence  or  authority,  to  be 
had  for  that  purpose ;  and  if  your  majesty  shall  be  pleased  to 
order,  that  Mr  Wood's  proposal,  delivered  to  the  lords  of  the 
committee,  shall  be  transmitted  to  your  majesty's  chief  governor, 
deputies,  or  other  your  ministers  or  officers  in  Ireland,  it  will 
j^ve  theof  a  proper  opportunity  to  consider,  whether,  after  the 
reduction  of  S6Q  tons  of  copper,  being  in  value  L.  lOP.OQQ,  to 
142  tons,  17  hundred,  16  pounds,  being  in  value  L.  40,000  only, 
any  thing  can  be  done  for  the  tnrij^ej:  satisfaction  of  the  iH)ODle 
of  Ireland.  *^*^ 
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LETTER  III. 

SOMB  OBSERVATIONS  ON  A  PAPER,  CALLED,  THE'*  RE* 
PORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  OP  THE  MOST  HONOUR- 
ABLE THE  PRIVY-COUNCIL  IN  ENGLAND,  RELAT(N& 
TO  WOOD  S  HALFPENCE  . 


TO  THE  NOBILITY  AND  GENTRY  OF  THE  KINGDOM 

OF  IRELAND. 

I 

August  25,  1724* 

Having  already  written  two  letters  to  the  people 
of  my  own  level  and  condition,  and  having  now  very 
pressing  occasion  for  writing  a  third,  I  thought  I 
could  not  more  properly  address  it  than  to  your  lord- 
ships and  worships. 

Xhe  occasion  is  this.  A  printed  paper  was  sent 
to  me  on  the  ISth  instant,  entitled,  "  A  Report  of 
the  committee  of  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  most  ho- 
nourable privy-council  in.  England,  relating  to  Mr 
Wood's  halfpence  and  farthings.'*  There  is  no  men- 
tion made  where  the  paper  was  printed ;  but  I  sup- 
pose it  to  have  been  in  Dublin :  and  I  have  been 
told,  that  the  copy  did  not  come  over  in  the  Gazette, 
but  in  the  London  Journal;  or  some  other  print  of 
no  authority  or  consequence.  And  for  any  thing 
tjiat  legally  appears  to  the  contrary,  it  may  be  a 
contrivance  to  fright  us ;  or  a  project  of  some  prin- 
ter, who  has  a  mind  to  make  a  penny  by  publishing 
something  upon  a  subject  which  now  employs  aU 
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our  thoughts  in  this  kingdom.  'Mr  Wood,  in  pub- 
lishing this  paper,  would  insinuate  to  the  world,  as 
if  the  committee  had  a  greater  concern  for  his  cre- 
dit, and  private  emolument,  than  for  the  honour  of 
the  privy-council  and  both  houses  of  parliament 
here,  and  for  the  quiet  and  welfare  of  this  whole 
kingdom  ;  for  it  seems  intended  as  a  vindication  of 
Mr  Wood,  not  without  several  severe  reflections  on 
the  houses  of  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland. 

The^ whole  is  indeed  written  with  the  turn  and 
air  of  a  pamphlet ;  as  if  it  were  a  dispute  between 
William  Wood  on  the  one  part,  and  the  lords  jus- 
tices, privy-council,  and  both  houses  of  parliament 
on  the  other  :  the  design  of  it  being  to  clear  Wil- 
li anf  Wood,  and  to  charge  the  other  side  with  cast- 
ing rash  and  groundless  aspersions  upon  him. 

But  if  it  be  really  what  the  title  imports,  Mr 
Wood  has  treated  the  committee  with  great  rude- 
ness, by  publishing  an  act  of  theirs  in  so  unbecom- 
ing a  manner,  without  their  leave,  and  before  it  was 
communicated  to  the  government  and  privy- coun- 
cil of  Ireland ;  to  whom  the  committee  advised  that 
it  should  be  transmitted.  But,  with  all  deference 
be  it  spoken,  I  do  not  conceive  that  a  Report  of 
a  committee  of  the  council  in  England  is  hitherto  a 
law  in  either  kingdom ;  and  until  any  point  is  de- 
termined to  be  a  law,  it  remains  disputable  by  every 
subject. 

This  (may  it  please  your  lordships  and  worships) 
may  seem  a  strange  way  of  discoursing  in  an  illi- 
terate shopkeeper.  I  have  endeavoured  (although 
without  the  help  of  books)  to  improve  that  small 
portion  of  reason  God  has  been  pleased  to  give  me; 
and  when  reason  plainly  appears  before  me,  I  can- 
not turn  away  my  head  from  it.  Thus,  for  instance, 
if  any  lawyer  should  tell  me  that  such  a  point  were 
Jaw,  from  which  many  gross  palpable  absurdities 
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most  follow ;  I  would  not,  I  could  not  believe  hinu 
If  Sir  Edward  Coke  should  positively  assert  (which 
he  nowhere  does,  but  the  direct  contrary)  "  that  a 
limited  prince  could,  by  his  prerogative,  oblige  his 
subjects  to  take  half  an  ounce  of  lead,  stamped  with 
his  image,  for  twenty  shillings  in  gold,"  I  should 
swear  he  was  deceived,  or  a  deceiver;  because  a 
power  like  that,  would  leave  the  whole  lives  and 
fortunes  of  the  people  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the 
monarch  ;  yet  this  in  effect  is  what  Wood  has  ad- 
vanced in  some  of  his  papers ;  and  what  suspicious 
people  may  possibly  apprehend  from  some  passages 
in  that  which  is  called  the  Report. 

That  paper  mentions  such  persons  to  have  been 
examined,  who  were  desirous  and  willing  to  be  heard 
upon  this  subJQCt.  I  am  told  they  were  four  in  all; 
Coleby,  Brown,  Mr  Finley  the  banker,  and  one 
more,  whose  name  1  know  not.  The  first  of  these 
was  tried  for  robbing  the  treasury  in  Ireland ;  and 
though  he  was  acquitted  for  want  of  legal  proof,  yet 
every  person  in  the  court  believed  him  to  be  guilty. 
The  second  was  tried  for  a  rape,  and  stands  record* 
ed  in  the  votes  of  the  house  of  commons,  for  endea* 
vouring,  by  perjury  and  subornation,  to  take  away 
the  life  of  John  Bingham,  Esq. 

But,  since  I  have  gonie  so  far  as  to  mention  parti- 
cular persons,  it  may  be  some  satisfaction  to  know 
who  is  this  Wood  himself^  that  has  the  honour  to 
have  a  whole  kingdom  at  his  mercy  for  almost  two 
years  together.  I  find  he  is  in  the  patent  entitled 
esquire^  although  he  were  understood  to  be  only  a 
liardwareman ;  and  so  I  have  been  bold  to  call  him 
in  my  former  letters :  however  a  *  squire  he  is,  not 
#nly  by  virtue  of  his  patent,  but  by  having  been  a 
collector  in  Shropshire;  where,  pretending  to  have 
been  robbed,  and  suing  the  county,  he  was  cast,  and 
'  for  the  infamy  of  the  fact  lost  his  employment. 
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I  have  heard  another  story  of  this  -^sqmre  Wood, 
from  a  very  honourable  lady,  that  one  Hamilton  told 
her.  Hamilton  was  sent  for^  six  years  ago,  by  Sir 
Isaac  Newtpn,  to  try  the  coinage  of  four  men,  who 
then  solicited  a  patent  for  coining  halfpence  for  Ire- 
land; their  names  were  Wood,  Costor,  EUiston,  and 
Parker.  Parker  made  the  fairest  offer,  and  Weed 
the  worst :  for  his  coin  were  thre^  halfpence  in  a 
pomid  weight  less  value  than  the  other.  By  which 
it  is  plain,  with  what  intentions  he  solicited  his  pa- 
tent ;  but  not  so  plain  how  he  obtained  it. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  said  paper,  called  the  Re- 
port, "  that  upon  repeated  orders  from  a  secretary 
of  state  for  sending  over  such  papers  and  witnesses 
as  should  be  thought  proper  to  support  the  objec- 
tions inade  against  the  patent  by  both  houses  of  par- 
liament, the  lord- lieutenant  represented  the  great 
difficulty  he  found  himself  in,  to  comply  with  these 
orders :  that  none  of  the  principal  members  of  both 
houses,  M^ho  were  in  the  king's  service  or  council, 
would  take  upon  them  to  advise,  how  any  material, 
person,  or  papers,  might  be  sent  over  on  this  occa- 
sion," &c.  And  this  is  often  repeated,  and  repre- 
sented as  a  proceeding  that  seems  very  extraordi- 
nary ;  and  that  in  a  matter  which  had  raised  so  great 
a  clamour  in  Ireland,  no  oiie  person  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  come  over  from  Ireland  in  support  of 
the  united  sense  of  both  houses  of  parliament  in  Ire- 
land; especially,  that  the  chief  difficulty  should  arise 
from  a  general  apprehension  of  a  miscarriage,  in  an 
inquiry  before  his  majesty,  or  in  a  proceeding  by  due 
course  of  law,  in  a  case  where  both  houses  of  parlia- 
ment had  declared  themselves  so  fully  convinced, 
and  satisfied  upon  evidence  and  examinations  taken 
in  the  most  solemn  manner. 

How  shall  I,  a  poor  ignorant  shopkeeper,  utterly 
unskilled  in  law,  be  able  to  answer  so  weighty  an 
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objection  ?  I  will  try  what  can  be  done  by  plain 
reason,  unassisted-by  art,  cunning,  or  eloquence. 

In  my  humble  opinion,  the  committee  of  coun- 
cil has  already  prejudged  th^  whole  case,  by  calling 
the  united  sense  of  both  bouses  of  parliament  in  Ire- 
land ^^  a  universal  clamour/'     Here  the  addresses  of 
the  lords  and  commons  of  Ireland,  against  a  ruinous 
destructive  project  of  an  obscure  single  undertaker, 
is  called  "  a  clamour."    I  desire  to  know,  how  such 
a  style  would  be  resented  in  England  from  a  com- 
mittee of  council  there  to  a  parliament ;  and  how 
many  impeachments  would  follow  upon  it?   But, 
supposing  the  appellation  to  be  proper,  I  never 
heard  of  9.  wise  minister  who  despised  the  universal 
clamour  of  a  people  ;  and  if  that  clamour  can  be 
quieted  by  disappointing  the  fraudulent  practice  of 
a  single  person,  the  purchase  is  not  exorbitant. 

But  in  answer  to  this  objection :  first,  it  is  mani- 
fest, that  if  this  coinage  had  been  in  Ireland,  with 
such  limitations  as  have  been  formerly  specified  in 
other  patents,  and  granted  to  persons  of  this  king- 
dom, or  even  of  England,  able  to  give  sufficient 
security,  few  or  no  inconveniences  could  have  hap- 
pened which  might  not  have  been  immediately  re- 
medied.    As  to  Mr  Knox's   patent,  mentioned  in 
the  Report,  security  was  given  into  the  exchequer, 
that  the  patentee  should,  upon  all  demands,  be  ob- 
liged to  receive  his  halfpence  back,  and  pay  gold 
or  silver  in  exchange  for  them.    And  Mr  Moor  (to 
whom  I  suppose  that  patent  was  made  over)  was  in 
169A  forced  to  leave  off  coining  before  the  end  of 
that  year,  by  the  great  crowds  of  people  continually 
offering  to  return  his  coinage  upon  him.     In  1 698 
he  coined  again,  and  was  forced  to  give  over  for  the 
same  reason.      This  entirely  alters  the  case;  for 
there  is  no  such  condition  in  Wood's  patent  \  which 
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condition  was  wdrth  a  hundred  times  all  other  limi- 
tations whatsoever. 

Put  the  case,  that  the  two  houses  of  lords  and 
commons  of  England,  and  the  privy-council  there, 
should  address  his  majesty  to  recall  a  patent,  from 
whence  they  apprehend  the  most  ruinous  conse-^ 
quences  to  the  whole  kingdom;  and,  te  make  it 
stronger  if  possible,  that  the  whole  nation,  almost 
to  a  man,  should  thereupon  discover  **  the  most 
4ismal  apprehensions,"  as  Mr  Wood  styles  them ; 
would  his  majesty  debate  half  an  hour  what  he  had 
to  do?  Would  any  minister  dare  to  advise  him 
against  recalling  such  a  patent?  Or  would  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  privy-council,  or  to  West- 
minster-hall; the  two  houses  of  parliament  plain- 
tiffs, and  William  Wood  defendant  ?  And  is  there 
even  the  smallest  difference  between  the  two  cases? 

Were  not  the  people  of  Irieland  born  as  free  as 
those  of  England  ?  How  have  they  forfeited  their 
fVeedom  ?  Is  not  their  parliament  as  fair  a  represen- 
tative of  the  people  as  that  of  England  ?  And  has 
not  their  privy-council  as  great,  or  a  greater  share 
in  the  administration  of  public  affairs  ?  Are  not  they 
subjects  of  the  same  king  ?  Does  not  the  same  sun 
shine  upon  them  ?  And  have  they  not  the  same  God 
for  their  protector?  Am  I  a  freeman  in  England, 
and  do  I  become  a  slave  in  six  hours  by  crossing 
the  channel  ?  No  wonder,  then,  if  the  boldest  persons 
were  cautious  to  interpose,  in  a  matter  already  de- 
termined by  the  whole  voice  of  the  nation,  or  to 
presume  to  represent  the  representatives  of  the  king- 
dom :  and  were  justly  apprehensive  of  meeting  such 
a  treatmient  as  they  would  deserve  at  the  next  session. 
It  would  seem  very  extraprdinary,  if  any  inferior 
court  in  England  should  take  a  great  matter  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  high  court  of  parliament,  during  a 
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prorogation,  and  decide  it  against  the  opinion  of 
both  houses. 

It  happens,  however,  that  although  no  persons 
were  so  bold  as  to  go  over  as  evidences,  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  objections  made  against  this  patent 
by  the  high  court  of  parliament  here,  yet  these 
objections  stand  good,  notwithstanding  the  answers 
made  by  Mr  Wood  and  his  counsel. 

The  Report  says,  "  that  upon  an  assay  made  of 
the  fineness,  weight,  and  value  of  this  copper,  it  ex- 
ceeded in  every  article."  This  is  possible  enough 
in  the  pieces  upon  which  the  assay  was  made;  but 
Wood  must,  have  failed  very  .much  in  point  of  dex- 
terity, if  he  had  not  taken  care  to  provide  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  such  halfpence  as  would  bear  the 
trial ;  which  he  was  able  to  do,  although  they  were 
taken  out  of  several  parcels ;  since  it  is  now  plain, 
that  the  bias  of  favour  has  been  wholly  on  his 
side. 

But  what  need  is  there  of  disputing,  when  we 
have  a  positive  demonstration  of  Wood^s  fraudulent 
practices  in  this  point?  I  have  seen  a  large  quan- 
tity of  these  halfpence  -  weighed  by  a  yery  skilful 
person,  which  were  of  four  different  kinds,  three  of 
them  considerably  under  weight.  I  have  now  be- 
fore me  an  exact  computation  of  the  difference  of 
weight  between  these  four  sorts ;  by  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  fourth  sort,  or  the  lightest,  differs 
from  the  first  to  a  degree,  that,  in  the  coinage  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  copper,  the  patentee 
will  be  a  gainer,  only  by  that  difference,  of  twenty- 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds; 
and,  in  the  whole,  the  public  will  be  a  loser  of  eighty- 
two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pounds 
sixteen  shillings,  even  supposing  the.  metal  in  point 
of  goodness  to  answer  Wood's  contract,  and  the  assay 
that  has  been  made,  which  it  infallibly  does  not. 
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For  this  point  has  likewise  been  in<|uired  info  by 
very  experienced  men;  who,  upon  several  trials  on 
tnany  df  these  halfpenbe,  have  found  them  to  be  at 
least  one-fdurth  part  below  the  real  value,  not  in- 
t^Iuding  the  raps  or  counterfeits  that  he  or  his  ac- 
complices have  already  made  of  his  own  coin,  and 
Scattered  about.  Now  the  coinage  of  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  tons  of  copper,  coined  by  the  weight 
of  the  fourth,  or  lightest  sort  of  his  halfpence^  will 
amount  to  one  hundred  twenty-two  thousand  four 
hundred  eighty- eight  pounds,  sixteen  shillings;  and 
if  we  subtract  a  fourth  part  of  the  real  value,  by  the 
base  mixture  in  the  metal,  we  must  add  to  the  public 
loss  one  fourth  part  to  be  subtracted  from  the  intrio* 
$ic  value  of  the  copper ;  which  in  three  hundred  and 
sixty  tons'  amounts '  to  ten  thousand  and  eighty 
pounds ;  and  this,  added  to  the  former  sum  of  eighty- 
two  thousand  one  hundred  sixty-eight  pounds,  six<- 
teen  shillings,  will  make  in  all  ninety-two  thousand 
two  hundred  forty-eight  pounds  loss  to  the  public  ; 
beside  the  raps  or  counterfeits  that  he  may  at  any 
time  hereafter  think  fit  to  coin.  Nor  do  I  know 
whether  be  reckons  the  dross  exclusive,  or  inclusiye^ 
with  his  three  hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  copper, 
which,  however,  will  make  a  very  considerable  dif- 
ference in  the  account. 

You  will  here  please  to  observe,  that  the  profit 
allowed  to  Wood  by  the  patent,  is  twelvepence  out 
of  every  pound  of  copper  valued  at  one  shilling  and 
sixpence;  whereas  fivepence  only  is  allowed  for 
coinage  of  a  pound  weight  for  the  English  halfpence; 
andithis  difierence  is  almost  twenty-five  per  cent. 
which  is  double  to  the  highest  exchange  of  money, 
even  under  all  the  addftional  pressures  and  obstruc- 
tions to  trade  that  this  unhappy  kingdom  lies  at 
present.  This  one  circumstance,  in  the  coinage  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  copper,  makes  a 
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difference  of  twenty-s^ven  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds,  between  English  and  Irish  half* 
pence^  even  allowing  those  of  Wood  to  be  all  of  the 
heaviest  sort. 

It  is  likewise  to  be  considered,  that  for  every  half- 
penny in  a  pound  weight,  exceeding  the  number 
directed  by  the  patent.  Wood  will  be  a  gainer  in  the 
coinage  of  three  hiindred  and  sixty  tons  of  copper^ 
sixteen  hundred  ^nd  eighty  pounds  profit  more  than 
the  patent  allows  him ;  out  of  which  he  may  afford 
to  make  his  comptrollers  easy  upon  that  anicle. 

As  to  what  is  alleged,  that  these  halfpence  far 
exceed  the  like  coinage  for  Ireland  in  the  reigns  of 
bis  majesty's  predecessors,  there  cannot  wbll  be  il. 
more  exceptionable  way  of  arguing,  although  the 
fact  were  trtie ;  which,  howeverj  is  altogether  mis- 
taken; not  by  any  fault  in  the  committee,  but  by 
the  fraud  and  imposition .  of  Wood,  who  certainly 
produced  the  worst  patterns  he  could  find ;  su6h  a9 
were  coined  in  small  numbers  by  pei;missiolis  to 
private  men,  as  butchers'  halfpence,  J)lack-dog% 
and  others  'the  like;  or  perhaps  the  small  StPatrick^s 
coin,  which  passes  now  for  a  farthing,  or  at  he^% 
some  of  the  smallest  raps  of  the  latest  kind.  For  I 
have  now  by  me  halfpence  coined  in  the  y^ar  1 680^ 
by  virtue  of  the  patent  granted  to  my  lord  Dart- 
mouth, which  was  renewed  to  Knox,  and  they  art? 
heavier  by  a  ninth  part  than  those  of  Wood,  and  of 
much  better  tnetal ;  and  the  great  St  Patrick's  half^ 
pehcfe  are  yet  larger  than  either. 

But  what  is  all  this  to  the  present  debate  ?  li\ 
tinder  the  various  exigencies  of  former  times,  by 
wars,  rebellions,  and  insurrections,  the  kings  of  Eng- 
land were  sometimes  forced  to  pay  their  armies  here 
with  mixed  or  base  money,  God  forbid  that  the  ne- 
cessities of  turbulent  times  should  be  a  precedent 
for  times  of  peace,  and  order,  and  settlement. 
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In  the  patent  above  mentioned,  granted  to  Lord 
Dartmouth  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
and  renewed  to  Knox,  the  i^ecurities  given  into  the 
exchequer,  obliging  the  patentee  to  receive  hiii^ 
money  back  upon  every  demand,  were  an  effectual 
remedy  against  all  inconveniences :  and  the  copper 
was  coined  in  our  own  kingdom ;  so  that  we  were 
in  no  danger  to  purchase  it  with  the  loss  of  all  our 
silver  and  gold  carried  over  to  another,  nor  to  be  at 
the  trouble  of  going  to  England  fcirthe  reddressing  of 
any  abuse. 

That  the  kinlgs  of  England  have  exercised  their 
prerogative  of  coining  copper  for  Ireland,  atid  for 
England,  is  not  the  present  question :  but,  to  speak 
in  the  style  of  the  Report,  it  would  seem  a  little  ex- 
traordinary, supposing  a  king  should  think  £t  to 
exercise  his  prerogative  by  coining  copper  in  Ire^ 
land,  to  be  current  in  England,  without  referring  it 
to  his   officers  in   that  kingdom,    to  be  informed 
whether  the  grant  were  reasonable,  and  whether  the 
people  desired  it  or  not,  and  without  regard  to  the 
addresses  of  his  parliament  against  it.     God  forbid 
that  so  mean  a  man  as  I  should  meddle  with  the 
king's  prerogative ;  but  I  have  heard  very  wise  men 
say,  <^  that  the  king's  prerogative  is  bounded  and 
limited  by  the  good  and  welfare  of  his  people.''     I 
desire  to  know,  whether  it  be  not  understood  and 
avowed,  that  the  good  of  Ireland  was  intended  by 
this  patent?  But  Ireland  is  not  consulted  at  all  in 
the  matter ;  and,  as  soon  as  Ireland  is  informed  of  it, 
they  declare  against  it :  the  twp  houses  of  parlia- 
ment and  the  privy-council  address  his  majesty  upon 
the  mischiefs  apprehended  by  such  a  patent ;  the 
privy-council  in  England  take  the  matter  out  of  the 
parliament's  cognizance;  the  good  of  the  kingdom 
is  dropped;  and  it  is  now  determined^  that  Mr  Wood 
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shall  have  the  power  of  raining  a  whole  nsi^ion  for 
his  private  advantage. 

I  never  can  suppose^  that  such  patents  as  these 
were  originally  granted  with  a  view  of  being  a  job 
for  the  interest  of  a  particular  person,  to  the  damage 
of  the  public.    Whatever  profit  must  arise  to  the 
patentee,  was  surely  meant,  at  best>  but  as  a  se*« 
condary  motive ;  and  since  somebody  must  be  a 
gainer,  the  choice  of  the  person  was  made  either 
by  favour,  or  something  else,  or  by  the  pretence  of 
merit  and  honesty.     This    argument  returns    so 
often  and  strongly  into  my  head,  that  I  cannot  for- 
bear frequently  repeating  it.    Surely  his  .majesty, 
when  he  consented  to  the  passing  of  this  patent, 
conceived  he  was  doing  an  act  of  grace  to  his 
most  loyal  subjects  of  Ireland,   without  any  re^ 
gard  to  Mr  Wood,  farther  than  as  an  instrument : 
but  the  people  of  Ireland  think  this  patent  (intend- 
ed, no  doubt,  for  their  good)  to  be  a  most  intolerable 
grievance;  and  therefore  Mr  Wood  can  never  suc« 
ceed,  without  an  .open  avowal  that  his  profit  is  pre- 
ferred, not  only  before  the  interest,  but  the  very 
safety  and  being  of  a  great  kingdom ;  and  a  king-* 
dom  distinguished  for  its  loyalty  perhaps  above  all 
others  upon  earth ;  not  turned  from  its  duty  by  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  house  of  lords  abolished  at  a 
stroke,  by  the  hardships  of  the  act  of  navigation 
newly  enforced,  by  all  possible  obstructions  in  trade, 
and  by  a  hundred  other  instances,  enough  to  fill 
this  pap6r;  nor  was  there  ever  among  us  the  least 
attempt  toward  an  insurrection  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
tender*   Therefore,  whatever  justice  a  free  people 
can  claim,  we  have  at  least  an  equal  title  to  it  with 
our  brethren  in  England;  and  whatever  grace  a 
good  prince  can  bestow  on  the  most  loyal  subjects, 
W^e  have  reason  to  expect  it.  Neither  has  this  kiiig- 
roL.  vn.  K 
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dom  any  way  deserved  to  be  sacrificed  to  one  single, 
rapacious,  obscure,  ignominous  projector. 

-Among  other  clauses  mentioned  in  this  patent,  to 
show  how  advantageous  it  is  to  Ireland,  there  is  one 
which  seems  to  be  of  a  singular  nature  :  "  That  the 
patentee  shall  be  obliged^  during  his  term,  to  pay 
eight  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  the,  crown,  and  two 
hundred  pounds  a  year  to  the  comptroller/'  I 
have  heardi  indeed,  that  the  king's  council  do 
always  consider,  in  the  passing  of  a  patent,  whether 
it  will  be  of  advantage  to  the  crown;  biit  I  have 
likewise  heard,  that  it  is  at  the  same  time  consider- 
ed, whetjier  passing  of  it  may  be  injurious  to  any 
other  persons,  or  bodies  politi'c.  However,  although 
the  attorney  and  solicitor  be  servants  to  the^king, 
and  therefore  bound  to  consult  his  majesty's  interest ; 
yet  I  am  under  some  doubt,  whether  eight  hundred 
pounds  a  year  to  the  crown  would  be  equivalent  to 
the  ruin  of  a  kingdom.  It  would  be  far  better  for 
us  to  have  paid  eight  thousand  pounds  a  year  into 
his  majesty's  coffers,  in  the  midst  of  all  olir  taxes 
(which,  in  proportion,  are  greater  in  this  kingdom 
than  ever  they  were  in  England,  even  during  the 
war)  than  purchase  such  an  addition  to  the  revenue 
at  the  price  of  our  utter  undoing. 

But  here  it  is  plain,  that  fourteen  thousand  pounds 
are  to  be  paid  by  Wood,  only  as  a  small  circum- 
stantial charge  for  the  purchase  of  his  patent,  -What 
were  his  other  visible  costs  I  know  not;  and  what 
were  his  latent,  is  variously  conjecturedj;  but  he 
must  be  surely  a  man  of  some  wonderful  inerit.  Has 
he  saved  any  other  kingdom  at  his  own  own  expense, 
to  give  him  a  title  of  reimbursing  himself  by  the  de- 
struction of  ours  ?  Has  he  discovered  the  longitude 
or  the  universal  medicine  ?  No ;  but  he  has  found  * 
the  philosopher's  stone  after  a  liew  manner,  by  de- 
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basing  copper,  and  resolving  to  force  it  upon  us  for 
gold. 

When  the  two  houses  represented  to  his  majesty 
that  this  patent  to  Wood  was  obtained  in  a  clandes- 
tine manner,  surely  the  committee  could  not  think 
the  parliament  would  insinuate,  that  it  had  not  pas- 
sed in  the  common  forms,  and  run  through  every  of- 
fice where  fees  and  perquisites  were  due.  They 
knew  very  well,  that^ersons  in  places  were  no  ene- 
mies to  grants  5  and  that  the  officers  of  the  crown 
could  not  be  kept  in  the  dark.  But  the  late  lord- 
lieutenant*  of  Ireland  affirmed  it  was  a  secret  to 
him ;  and  who  will  doubt  his  veracity,  especially 
when  he  swore  to  a  person  of  quality,  from  whom  I 
had  it,  "  that  Ireland  should  never  be  troubled  witH 
these  halfpence  ?"  It  was  a  secret  to  the  people  of 
Ireland>  who  were  to  be  the  only  sufferers:  and 
those  who  best  knew  the  sta\e  of  the  kingdom,  and 
were  most  able  to  advise  in  such  an  affair,  were 
wholly  strangers  to  it. 

It  is  allowed  by  the  Report,  that  this  patent  was 
passed  without  the  knowledge  of  the  chief  governor 
or  officers  of  Ireland;  and  it  is  there  elaborately 
shown,  that  former  patents  have  passed  in  the  same 
manner,  and  are  good  in  law.  I  shall  not  dispute 
legality  of  patents,  but  am  ready  to  suppose  it  in  his 
majesty's  power  to  grant  a  patent  for  stamping 
round  bits  of  copper  to  every  subject  he  has.  There- 
fore, to  lay  aside  the  point  of  law,  I  would  only  put 
the  question,  whether,  in  reason  and  justice,  it  would 
not  have  been  proper,  in  an  affair  upon  which  the 
welfare  of  this  kingdom  depends,  that  the  said  king- 
dom should  have  received  timely  notice;  and  the 
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matter  not  be  carried  on  between  the  patentee,  and 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  who  were  to  be  the  only 
gainers  by  it  ?  . 

Tne  parliament,  who,  in  inatters  of  this  nature, 
are  the  most  able  and  faithful  counsellors,  did  repre« 
sent  this  grant  to  be  destructive  of  trade,  and  dan« 
gerous  to  the  properties  of  the  people :  to  which  the 
only  answer  is,  that  the  king  has  a  prerogative  to 
inak«  such  a  grant. 

It  is  asserted,  ^^  that,  in  the  patent  to  Knot,  his 
halfpence  are  made  and  declared  the  current  coin  of 
the  kingdom ;  whereas,  in  this  to  Wood,  there  is  only 
a  power  given  to  issue  them  to  such  as  will  receive 
them."  The  authors  of  the  Report,  I  think,  do  not 
affirm  that  the  king  can,  by  law,  declare  any  thing 
to  be  current  money  by  his  letters*patent.  I  dare 
say  they  will  not  affirm  it ; '  and  if  Knox's  patent 
contained  in  it  power  contrary  to  law,  why  is  it  men« 
tioned  as  a  precedent  in  his  majesty's  just  and  mer- 
ciful reign?  But,  although  that  clause  be  not  in 
Wood's  patent,  yet  possibly  there  are  others,  the  le- 
gality whereof  may  be  equally  doubted ;  and  par* 
ticufeirly  that,  whereby  a  power  is  given  to  William 
Wood  to  break  into  houses  in  search  of  any  coin 
madie  in  imitation  of  his.  This  may  perhaps  be  at 
firmed  to  be  illegal  and  dangerous  to  the  libertv  of 
the  subject:  yet  this  is  a  precedent  taken  from 
Knox's  patent,  where  the  same  power  is  granted, 
and  is  a  strong  instance  what  uses  may  be  some- 
times inade  of  precedents. 

But  although,  before  the  passing  of  this  patent, 
it  was  hot  thought  necessary  to  consult  any  persons 
of  this  kingdom,  or  make  the  )east  inc}uiry,  whether 
copper  money  were  wanting  among  us ;  yet  now  at 
length,  when  the  matter  is  over.  When  the  patent 
has  long  passed,  when  Wood  has  already  coined 
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seventeen  thousand  pounds^  and  has  his  tools  and 
implements  prepared  to  coin  six  times  as  much 
more,  the  committee  has  heen  pleased  to  make  this 
affair  the  subject  of  inquiry ;  •Wood  is  permitted  to 
produce  his  evidences,  which  consist,  as  I  have  al- 
ready observed,  of  four  in  number,  whereof  Coleby, 
Brown,  and  Mr  Finley  the  banker,  are  three.    And 
these  were  to  prove  that  copper  money  was  extreme* 
]y  wanted  in  Ireland.  "^  The  first  had  been  out  of  the 
kingdom  almost  twenty  years,  from  the  time  that  he 
was  tried  for  robbing  the  treasury;  and  therefore  his 
knowledge  and  credibility  are  equal.     The  second  . 
may  be  allowed  a  more  knowing  witness,  because 
I  think  it  is  not  above  a  year  since  the  house  of 
commons  ordered  the  attorney-general  to  prosecute 
him,  for  endeavouring  to  take  away  the  life  of  John 
Bingham,  Esq.  member  of  parliament,  by  perjury 
and  subornation.     He  asserted,  that  he  was  forced 
to  tally  with  his  labourers  for  want  of  small  money, 
which  has  often  been  practised  in  England  by  Sir 
Ambrose  Crawley,*  and  others;    but  those   who 
knew  him  better,  give  a  different  reason,  if  there  be 
any  truth  at  all  in  the  fact,  that  he  was  forced  to 
tally  with  his  labourers,  not  for  want  of  halfpence, 
but  of  more  substantial  money ;  which  is  highly 
possible,  because  the  race  of  suborners,  forgers,  per- 
jurers, and  ravishers,  are  usually  people  of  no  for* 
tune,  or  of  those  who  have  run  it  out  by  their  vices 
and   profuseness.     Mr  Finley,  the  third  witness, 
honestly  confessed,  that  he  was  ignorant  whether 
Ireland  wanted  copper  or  not ;  but  his  only  inten- 
tion was  to  buy  a  certain  quantity  from  Wood  at  ^ 
large  discount,  and  sell  them  as  well  as  he  could  j 
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by'  which  he  hoped  to  get  two  or  three  thousand 
pounds  for  himself. 

But  suppose  there  were  riot  one  single  halfpenny 
of  copper  coin  in  this-  whole  kingdom  (which  Mr 
Wood  seems  to  intend,  unless  we  will  come  to  his 
terms,  as  appears  by  employing  his  emissaries  to 
buy  up  our  old  ones  at  a  penny  in  the  shilling  more 
than  they  pass  for),  it  could  not  be  any  real  evil  to 
us,  although  it  might  be  some  inconvenijence.  We 
have  many  sorts  of  small  silver  coins,  to  which  they 
are  strangers  in  England ;  such  as  the  French  three- 
pences, fourpence-halfpennies,  and  eightpence-far- 
things,  the  Scotch  fivepences  and  tenpences,  beside 
their  twenty-pences  and  three-and-four-pences,  by 
which  we  are  able  to  make  change  to  a  halfpenny  of 
almost  any  piece  of  gold  and  silver ;  and  if  we  are 
driven  to  the  expedient  of  a  sealed  card,  with  the 
little  gold  and  silver  still  remaining,  it  will,  I  sup* 
pose,  be  somewhat  better,  than  to  have  nothing  left 
but  Wood's  adulterated  copper,  which  he  is  neither 
obliged  by  his  patent,  nor  hitherto  able  by  his 
estate,  to  make  good. 

The  Report  farther  tells  us,  "  it  must  be  admitted, 
that  letters-patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  Great 
Britain,  for  coining  copper  money  for  Ireland,  are 
legal  and  obligatory,  a  just  and  reasonable  exercise 
of  his  majesty's  royal  prerogative,  and  in  no  manner 
derogatory,  or  invasive  of  any  liberty  or  privilege  of 
his  subjects  of  Ireland."  First,  we  desire  to  know, 
why  his  majesty's  prerogative  might  not  have  been 
as  well  asserted  by  passing  this  patent  in  Ireland, 
and  subjecting  the  several  conditions  of  the  contract 
to  the  inspection  of  those  who  are  only  concerned, 
as  was  formerly  done  in  the  only  precedents  for  pa- 
tents granted  for  coining  in  this  kingdom,  since  the 
mixed  money  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  during  the 


LETTER  III.  151 

difSculties  of  a  rebellion :  whereas  now,  upon  the 
greatest  imposition  that  can  possibly  be  practised, 
we  must  go  to  England  with  our  complaints,  where 
it  has  been  for  some  time  the  fashion  to  think,  and 
to  affirm,  that  we  cannot  be  too  hardly  used.  Again, 
the  Report  says,  "  that  such  patents  are  obligatory.'^ 
After  long  thinking,  I  am  not  able  to  find  out,  what 
can  possibly  be  meant  here  by  this  word  obligatory. 
The  patent  of  Wood  neither  obliges  him  to  utter  his 
coin,  nor  us  to  take  it  j  or  if  it  did  the  latter,  it 
would  be  so  far  void,  because  no  patent  can  oblige 
the  subject  against  law;  unless  an  illegal  patent 
passed  in  one  kingdom,  can  bind  another  and  not 
itself. 

Lastly,  It  is  added,  <^that  such  patents  are  in 
no  manner  derogatory,  or  invasive  of  any  liberty  or 
privilege  of  the  king's  subjects  of  Ireland."  If  this 
proposition  be  true,  as  it  is  here  laid  down,  without 
any  limitation  either  expressed  or  implied,  it  must 
follow,  that  a  king  of  England  may  at  any  time  coin 
copper  money  for  Ireland,  and  t)blige  his  subjects 
here  to  take  a  piece  of  copper  under  the  value  of 
half  a  farthing,  for  half-a-crown,  as  was  practisied  by 
the  late  King  James ;  and  even  without  that  arbitra- 
ry prince's  excuse,  from  the  necessity  and  exigen- 
cies of  his  affairs.  If  this  be  in  no  manner  deroga- 
tory, nor  invasive  of  any  liberties  or  privileges  of 
the  subjects  of  Ireland,  it  ought  to  have  been  ex^- 
pressed  what  our  liberties  and  privileges  are,  and 
whether  we  have  any  at  all ;  for,  in  specifying  the 
word  Ireland^  instead  of  saying  "  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects," it  wi>uld  seem  to  insinuate,  that  we  are  not 
upon  the  same  foot  with  our  fellow-subjects  in 
Mngland;  which,  however  the  practice  may  have 
been,  I  hope  will  never  be  directly  asserted  ;  for  I 
<l0  xnot  understand  that  Poining's  act  deprived  us  of 
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our  liberty,  but  only  changed  the  manner  of  passing 
laws  here. (which  however  was  a  power  most  indi- 
rectly obtained)  by  leaving  the  negative  to  the  two 
houses  of  parliament.     But,  waving  all  controversies 
relating  to  the  legislature,  no  person,  I  believe,  was 
ever  yet  so  bold  as  to  affirm,  that  the  people  of  Ire- 
land have  not  the  same  title  to  the  benefits  of  the 
common  law  with  the  rest  of  his  majesty's  subjects  ; 
and  therefore,  whatever  liberties  or  privileges  the 
people  of  England  enjoy  by  common  law,  we   of 
Ireland  have  the  same ;  so  that,  in  my  humble  opi- 
nion, the  word  Ireland^  stsxiding  in  that  proposition, 
was,  in  the  mildest  interpretation,  a  lapse  of  the 
pen. 

The  Report  farther  asserts,  *'  that  the  precedents 
are  many,  wherein  cases  of  great  importance  to 
Irdand,  and  which  immediately  affected  the  in- 
terests of  that  kingdom,  such  as  warrants,  orders, 
and  directions  by  the  authority  of  the  king  and  his' 
predecessors,  have  been  issued  under  the  royal  sign 
manual,  without  any  previous  reference  or  advice  of 
his  majesty's  officers  of  Ireland,  which  have  always 
had  their  due  force,  and  have  been  punctually  com- 
plied with  and  obeyed."  It  may  be  so,  and  I  am 
heartily  sorry  for  it:  because  it  may  prove  an  eter- 
nal source  of  discontent.  However,  among  all  these 
precedents,  there  is  not  one' of  a  patent  for  coining 
money  for  Ireland. 

There  is  nothing  has  perplexed  me  more  than  this 
doctrine  of  precedents.  If  a  job  is  to  be  done,  and 
upon  searching  records  you  find  it  has  been  done 
before,  there  will  not  want  a  lawyer  to  justify  the 
legality  of  it  by  producing  his  precedents,  without 
^ver  considering  the  motives  and  circumstances  that 
first  introduced  them ;  the  necessity  or  turbulence, 
pr  iniquity  of  timess  the  corruptions  of  ministers^  or 
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the  arbitrary  disposition  of  the  prince  then  reigning. 
And  I  have  been  told  by  persons  eminent  in  the  law, 
"  that  the  worst  actions  which  human  nature  is  ca- 
pable of,  may  be  justified  by  the  same  doctrine/' 
How  the  first  precedents  began  of  determining  cases 
of  the  highest  importance  to  Ireland,  and  immedi* 
ately  affecting  its  interests,  without  any  previous  re- 
ference or  advice  to  the  king's  officers  here,  may 
soon  be  accounted  for.     Before  this  kin&dom  was 
entirely  reduced,  by  the  submission  of  Tyrone  in 
the  last  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  there  was 
a  period  of  four  hundred  years,  which  was  a  various 
scene  of  war  and  peace  between  the  English  pale 
and  the  Irish  natives ;  and  the  government  of  that 
part  of  this  island,  which  lay  in  the  English  hands, 
was,  in  many  things,  under  the  immediate  admini- 
stration of  the  king:  silver  and  copper  were  often 
coined  here  among  iis  ;    and  once  at  last,  upon 
great  necessity,  a  mixed  or  base  metal  was  sent  from 
England.     The  reign  of  King  James  I.  was  employ- 
ed in  settling  the  kingdom  after  Tyrone's  rebellion ; 
^nd  this  nation  flourished  extremely  till  the  time  of 
the  massacre,  1641.     In  that  difficult  juncture  of 
affairs,  the  nobility  and  gentry  coined  their  own 
plate  here  in  Dublin. 

By  all  that  I  can  discover,  the  copper  coin  of  Ire- 
land, for  three  hundred  years  past,  consisted  of  small 
pence  and  halfpence ;  which  particular  men  had 
license  to  coin,  and  were  current  only  within  certain 
towns  and  districts,  according  to  the  personal  credit 
of  the  owner,  who  uttered  them,  and  was  bound  to 
receive  them  again,  whereof  I  have  seen  many  sorts ; 
neither  have  1  heard  of  any  patent  granted  for  coin- 
ing copper  for  Ireland,  till  the  reign  of  King  Charley 
the  Second,  which  was  in  the  year  1680,  to  George 
Legg?*  Lord  Dartmouth;   and  renewed  by  King 
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James  the  Second,  in  th^  first  year  of  his  reign 
(1685)  to  John  Knox.  Both  patents  were  passed  in 
Ireland;  and  in  both,  the  patentees  were  bound  to 
receive  their  coin  again,  from  any  that  would  offer 
them  twenty  shillings  of  it,  for  which  they  were 
obliged  to  pay  gold  or  silver. 

The  patents  both  of  Lord  Dartmouth  and  Knox, 
were  referred  to  the  attorney-general  here,  and  a 
report  made  accordingly;  and  both,  as  I  have  al- 
ready said,  were  passed  in  this  kingdom.  Knox 
had  only  a  patent  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
granted  to  Lord  Dartmouth ;  the  patent  expired  in 
1701,  and  upon  a  petition  by  Roger  Moor  to  have 
it  renewed,  the  matter  was  referred  hither ;  and  up- 
on the  report  of  the  attorney  and  solicitor,  that  it 
was  not  for  his  majesty's  service,  or  interest  of  the 
nation,  to  have  it  renewed,  it  was  rejected  by  King 
William.  It  should  therefore  seem  very  extraordi- 
nary, that  a  patent  for  coining  copper  halfpence, 
intended  and  professed  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom, 
should  be  passed,  without  once  consulting  that  king- 
dom, for  the  good  of  which  it  is  declared  to  be  in- 
tended ;  and  this,  upon  the  application  of  a  poor, 
private,  obscure  mechanic ;  and  a  patent  of  such  a 
nature,  that  as  soon  as  ever  the  kingdom  is  informed 
of  its  being  passed,  they  cry  out  unanimously  a- 
gainst  it,  as  ruinous  and  destructive.  The  represen- 
tatives of  the  nation  in  parliament,  and  the  privy- 
council,  address  the  king  to  have  it  recalled;  yet  the 
patentee,  such  a  one  as  I  have  described,  shall  pre- 
vail to  have  this  patent  approved ;  and  his  private 
interest  shall  weigh  down  the  application  of  a  whole 
kingdom.  St  Paul  says,  *^  All  things  are  lawful,  but 
all  things  are  not  expedient."  We  are  answered, 
"  that  this  patent  is  lawful :"  but,  is  it  expedient? 
We  read  that  the  high-priest  said  "  it  was  expedient 
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that  one  man  should  die  for  r  the  people ;"  and 
this  was  a  most  wicked  proposition :  but  that  a 
whole  nation  should  die  for  one  man,  was  never 
heard  of  b,efore. 

But,  because  much  weight  is  laid  on  the  prece- 
dents of  other  parents  for  coining  copper  for  Ire- 
land, I  will  set  this  matter  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I 
can.  Whoever  has  read  the  Report,  will  be  apt  to 
think,  that  a  dozen  precedents  at  least  could  be  pro- 
duced of  copper  coined  for  Ireland,  by  virtue  of  pa- 
tents passed  in  England,  and  that  the  coinage  was 
there  too ;  whereas  I  am  confident  there  cannot  be 
one  precedent  shown  of  a  patent  passed  in  England 
for  coining  copper  for  Ireland,  for  above  one  hun- 
dred years  past ;  and  if  there  were  any  before,  it 
must  be  in  times  of  confusion.  The  only  patents  I 
could  ever  hear  of,  are  those  already  mentioned  to 
Lord  Dartmouth,  and  Knox;  the  former  in  1680, 
and  the  latter  in  1685.  Now  let  us  compare  these 
patents  with  that  granted  to  Wood.  First,  the  pa- 
tent to  Knox,  which  was  under  the  same  conditions 
as  that  granted  to  Lord  Dartmouth,  was  passed  in 
Ireland ;  the  government,  and  the  attorney  and  so- 
licitor general,  making  report  that  it  would  be  use- 
ful to  this  kingdom. 

The  patent  was  passed  with  the  advice  of  the 
king's  council  here;  the  patentee  was  obliged  to  re- 
ceive his  coin  from  those  who  thought  themselves 
surcharged,  and  to  give  gold  and  silver  for  it.  Last- 
ly, the  patentee  was  to  pay  only  161.  13s.  4d.  per 
annum  to  the  crown. 

Then,  as  to  the  execution  of  that  patent.  First,  I 
find  the  halfpence  were  miHed,  which,  as  it  is  of 
great  use  to  prevent  counterfeits  (and  therefore  in- 
dustriously avoided  by  Wood),  so  it  was  an  addition 
to  the  charge  of  coinage.  And  as  for  the  weight  aad 
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goodness  of  the  metal,  I  have  several  halfpence  now 
by  me,  many  of  which  weigh  a  ninth  part  more 
than  those  coined  by  Wood,  and  bear  the  fire  and 
hammer  a  great  deal  better,  and,  which  is  no  trifle,  the 
impression  is  fairer  and  deeper.  I  grant  indeed  that 
many  of  the  latter  coinage  yield  in  weight  to  some 
of  Wood's,  by  a  fraud  natural  to  such  patentees ;  but 
not  so  immediately  after  the  grant,  and  before  the 
coin  grew  current:  for  this  circumstance  Mr  Wood 
must  serve  for  a  precedent  in  future  times. 

Let  us  now  examine  this  new  patent  granted  to 
William  Wood.  It  passed  upon  very  false  sugges- 
tions of  his  own,  and  of  a  few  confederates ;  it  pas- 
sed in  England,  without  the  least  reference  hither ; 
it  passed  unknown  to  the  very  lord-lieutenant,  then 
in  England.  Wood  is  empowered  to  coin  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  thousand  pounds,  and  all  the  officers 
in  the  kingdom  (civil  and  military)  are  commanded 
in  the  report  to  countenance  and  assist  him.  Knox 
had  only  power  to  utter  what  we  would  take,  and 
was  obliged- to  receive  his  coin  back  again  at  our 
demand,  and  to  enter  into  security  for  so  doing. 
Wood's  halfpence  are  not  milled,  and  therefore 
more  easily  counterfeited  by  himself,  as  well  as  by 
others.  Wood  pays  a  thousand  pounds  per  annum 
for  fourteen  years  :  Knox  paid  only  sixteen  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  fourpence  per  annum  for 
twenty-one  years. 

It  was  the  Report  that  set  me  the  example  of 
making  a  comparison  between  those  two  patents, 
wherein  the  committee  was  grossly  misled  by  the 
false  representation  of  William  Wood  5  as  it  was  by 
another  assertion,  **  that  seven  hundred  tons  of  cop- 
per were  coined  during  the  twenty-one  years  of 
Lord  Dartmouth's  and  Knox's  patents.'*  Such  a 
•quantity  of  copper,  at  the  rate  of  two  shillings  and 
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eigbtpence  per  pound,  would  amount  to  about  a  . 
hundred  and  ninety  thousand  pounds ;  which  was 
very  near  as  much  as  the  current  cash  of  the  king* 
dom  in  those  days ;  yet  during  that  period,  Ireland 
was  never  known  to  have  too  much  copper  coin  ; 
and  for  several  years  there  was  no  coining  at  all : 
besides,  I  am  assured,  that  upon  inquiring  into  the 
custom-house  books,  all  the  copper  imported  into 
this  kingdom  .from  1683  to  1692,  which  includes 
eight  years  of  the  twenty-one  (beside  one  year  al- 
lowed for  the  troubles)  did  not  exceed  forty-seven 
tons.  And  we  cannot  suppose  even  that  small 
quantity  to  have  been  wholly  applied  to  coinage : 
so  that  I  believe  there  was  never  any  comparison 
more  unluckily  made,  or  so  destructive  of  the  de- 
sign for  which  it  was  produced. 

The  Psalmist  reckons  it  an  effect  of  God's  anger^ 
when  **  he  selleth  his  people  for  nought,  and  taketh 
no  money  for  them.*'  That  we  have  greatly  of- 
fended God  by  the  wickedness  of  our  lives,  is  not 
to  be  disputed :  but  our  king  we  have  not  offended 
in  word  or  deed :  and  although  he  be  God's  vice- 
gerent upon  earth,  he  will  not  punish  us  for  any 
offences,  except  those  we  shall  commit  against  his 
legal  authority,  his  sacred  person  (which  God  pre- 
serve,) or  the  laws  of  the  land. 

The  Report  is  very  profuse  in  arguments,  "  that 
Ireland  is  in  great  want  of  copper  money.'*  Who 
were  the  witnesses  to  prove  it,  has  been  shown  al- 
re^y:  but,  in  the  name  of  God,  who  are  to  be 
jAdges  ?  Does  not  the  nation  best  know  its  own 
wants?  Both  houses  of  parliament,  the  privv-.coun- 
cil,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  declare  the 
contrary.  Or,  let  the  wants  be  what  they  will,  we 
desire  they  may  not  be  supplied  by  Mr  Wood  :  we 
know  our  own  wants  but  too  well ;  they  are  many, 
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and  grievous  to  be  borne,  but  quite  of « another 
kind.  Let  England  be  satisfied :  as  things  go,  they 
will  in  a  short  time  have  all  our  gold  and  silver, 
and  may  keep  their  adulterate  copper  at  hoitie,  for 
we  are  determined  not  to  purchase  it  with  our 
manufactures,  which  Wood  has  graciously  offered 
to  accept.  Our  wants  are  not  so  bad,  by  a  hun- 
dredth part,  as  the  method  he  has  taken  to  supply 
them.  He  has  already  tried  his  faculty  in  New- 
England  ;  and  I  hope  he  will  meet  at  least  with  an 
equal  reception  here ;  what  that  was,  I  leave  to 
public  intelligence.  J  am  supposing  a  wild  case  ; 
that  if  there  should  be  any  persons  already  receiv- 
ing a  monstrous  pension  out  of  this  kingdom,  who 
were  instrumental  in  procuring  this  patent*,  they 
have  not  either  well  consulted  their  own  interests, 
or  Wood  must  put  more  dross  into  his  copper  and 
still  diminish  its  weight. 

Upon  Wood's  complaint,  "  that  the  officers  of  the 
king's  revenue  here  had  already  given  orders  to  all 
the  inferior  officers  not  to  receive  any  of  his  coin  ;** 
the  Report  says,  ^^  that  this  cannot  but  be  looked 
upon  as  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  con- 
trary to  the  powers  given  in  the  patent."  The 
committee  say,  "  they  cannot  advise  his  majesty  to 
give  directions  to  the  officers  of  the  revenue  here, 
nor  to  receive  or  utter  any  of  the  said  coin,  as  ha^ 
been  desired  in  the  addresses  of  both  houses  :  but, 
on  the  contrary,  they  think  it  both  just  and  reason* 
able,  that  the  king  should  immediately  give  orders 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  &c.  to  revoke 
all  orders^  &c.  that  may  have  been  given  by  them. 


*  Alluding  to  the  influence  of  the  Duchess  of  Kendal,  who  was 
to  haTe  a  share  in  Wood's  gains* 
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to  hinder  or  obstruct  the  receiving  of  the  said  coin." 
And  accordingly,  we  are  told,  such  orders  are  ar- 
rived.    Now  this  was  a  cast  of  Wood's  politics ; 
for  this  information  was  wholly  false  and  groundless^ 
which  he  knew  very  well  ;  and  that  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  revenue  here  were  all,  except  one, 
sent  us  from  England,  and  love  their  employments 
too  well  to  have  taken  such  a  step  :  but  Wood 
was  wise  enough  to  consider,  that  such  orders  of  re- 
vocation would  be  an  open  declaration  of  the  crown 
in  his  favour,  would  put  the  government  hereunder 
a  difficulty,  yrould  make  a  noise,  and  possibly  create 
some  terror  in  the  poor  people  of  Ireland.     And 
one  great  point  he  has  gained,  that  although  any 
orders  of  revoication  will  be  needless,  yet  a  new 
order  is  to  be  sent  (and  perhaps  is  already  here) 
to  the  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  and  all  the 
king's  officers  in  Ireland,  that  Wood's  halfpwice  be 
suffered  and  permitted,  without  any  let,  suit,  trou- 
ble, molestation,  or  denial,  of  any  of  the  kins;*s  offi** 
cers  jor  ministers  whatsoever,  to  pass,  and  be  re- 
ceived as  current  money  by  such  as  shall  be  willing 
to  receive  them.     In  this  order  there  is  no  excep- 
tion; and  therefore,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  it  in- 
cludes all  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  from  the 
lord  high  chancellor  to  a  justice  of  peace,  and  from 
the  general  to  an  ensign ;  so  that  Wood's  project  is 
not  likely  to  fail  for  want  of  managers  enough.  For 
my  own  part,  as  things  stand,  I  have  but  little  re- 
gret to  find  myself  out  of  the  number;  and  there- 
fore I  shall  continue  in  all  humility  to  exhort  and 
warn  my  fellow-subjects,  never  to  receive  or  utter 
this  coin,  which  will  reduce  the  kingdom  to  beg- 
gary, by  much  quicker  and  larger  steps  than  have 
hitherto  been  taken. 

But  it  is  needless  to  argue  any  longer.      The 
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matter  id  come  to  an  issue.  His  majesty,  pursuant 
to  the  law,  has  left  the  field  open  between  Wood 
and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  Wood  has  liberty 
to  offer  his  coin ;  and  we  have  law,  reason,  liberty, 
and  necessity  to  refuse  it,  A  knavish  jockey  may 
ride  an  old  foundered  jade  about  the  market ;  but 
none  are  obliged  to  btiy  it.  I  hope  the  words 
"  voluntary,'*  and  "  willing,  to  receive  it,"  will  be 
understood  and  applied  in  their  true  natural  mean« 
mgi  as  commonly  understood  by  protestants.  For 
if  a  fierce  captain  comes  to  my  shop  to  buy  six 
yards  of  scarlet  cloth,  followed  by  a  porter  laden 
with  a  sack  of  Wood*s  coin  upon  his  shoulders  ;  if 
we  are  agreed  about  the  price,  and  my  scarlet  lies 
ready  cut  upon  the  compter ;  if  he  then  gives  me 
the  word  of  command  to  receive  my  money  in 
Wood^s  coin,  and  calls  me  •^  a  disaffected,  jacobite 
dog,'*  for  refusing  it  (although  I  am  as  loyal  a  sub- 
ject as  himself,  and  without  hire),  and  thereupon 
seizes  my  cloth,  leaving  me  the  price  in  this  odious 
copper,  and  bids  me  take  my  remedy  ;  in  this  case 
I  shall  hardly  be  brought  to  think  that  I  am  left  to 
my  own  wilU  I  shall  therefore  on  such  occasions 
first  order  the  porter  aforesaid  to.  go  off  with  his 
pack,  and  then  see  tlje  money  in  silver  and  gold 
in  my  possession,  before  I  cut  or  nieasure  my  cloth. 
But,  if  a  common  soldier  drinks  his  pot  first,  and 
then  offers  payment  in  Wood's  half-pence,  the 
landlady  may  be  under  some  difficulty ;  for,  if  she 
complains  to  his  captain  or  ensign,  they  are  like- 
wise officers  included  in  this  general  order  for  en- 
couraging these  halfpence  to  pass  as  current  money. 
If  she  goes  to  a  justice  of  peace,  he  is  also  an 
officer  to  whom  this  general  prefer  is  directed. 
I  do  therefore  advise  her  to  follow  my  practice, 
which  I. have  already  begun,  and  be  paid  for  her 
goods  before  she  parts  with  them.     However,  I 
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should  have  been  content,  for  some  reasons,  that  the 
military  gentlemen  had  been  excepted  by  name  ; 
because  .1  have  heard  it  said,  that  their  discipline  is 
best  confined  within  their  own  district. 

His  majesty,  in  the  conclusion  of  his  answer  to 
the  address  of  the  house  of  lords  against  Wood's 
coin,  is  pleased  to  say,  *^  that  he  will  do  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  people/'  It 
should  seem,  therefore,  tbat  the  recalling  of  the  pa* 
tent  is  not  to  be  understood  as  a  thing  in  his  power. 
But,  however,  since  the  law  does  not  oblige  us  to  re- 
ceive  this  coin,  and  consequently  the  patent  leaves 
it  to  our  voluntary  choice,  there  is  nothing  remain* 
ing  to  preserve  us  from  ruin,  but  that  the  whole 
kingdom  should  continue  in  a  firm,  determinate  re^- 
solution  never  to  receive  or  utter  this  fatal  coin* 
After  which,  let  the  oflScers,  to  whom  these  orders 
are  directed  (I  would  willingly  except  the  military), 
come  with  their  exhortations,  their  argumentS;i  and 
their  eloquence,  to  persuade  us  to  find  our  interest 
in  our  undoing.  Let  Wood  and  his  accomplices 
travel  about  the  country  with  cart-loads  of  their  ware, 
and  see  who  will  take  it  off  their  hands :  there  will 
be  no  fear  of  his  being  robbed,  for  a  highwayman 
would  scorn  to  touch  it*. 


*  This  hint  was  so  completely  adopted,  that  ewea  the  rery  sai^ 
picion  of  being  interested  in  the  patent,  or  concerned  in  the  impor- 
tation of  Wood's  coin,  was  considered  as  a  crime  against  the  in- 
dependence of  Irehmd,  which  the  parties  endcavonred  to  avert  by 
anch  adTcrtisements  as  the  following. 

<^  Whereas  several  persons  in  this  kingdom  saspect  that  John 
Molyneux  of  Meath  Street,  ironmonger,  and  his  brother,  Daniel 
Molynenx  of  Essex  Street,  ironmonger,  are  interested  in  the  pa- 
tent obtained  by  William  Wood,  for  coining  of  halfpence  and  fart 
things  for  tlds  kingdom : 

VOL.  VII.  L 
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I  am  only  in  pain  how  the  commissioners  of  the 
revenue  will  proceed  in  this  juncture ;  because,  I 
am  told,  they  are  obliged  by  an  act  of  parliament 
to  take  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in  payment  for 
hismajesty-s  customs ;  and  I  think  they  cannot  just- 
ly offer  this  coinage  of  Mr  Wood  to  others,  unless 
they  will  be  content  to  receive  it  themselves. 

The  sum  of  the  whole  is  this.  The  committee 
advises  the  king  to  send  immediate  orders  to  all  his 
officer^  here,  that  Wood's  coin  be  suffered  and  per- 
mitted, without  any  let,  suit,  trouble,  &c.  to  pass, 
and  be  received  as  current  money,  by  such  as  shall 
be  willing  to  receive  the  same.  It  is  probable,  that 
the  first  willing  receivers  maybe  those  who  must 
receive  it  whether  they  will  or  not,  at  least  under 
the  penalty  of  losing  an  office.  But  the  landed  un-. 
depending  men,  the  merchants,  the  shopkeepers, 
and  bulk  of  the  people,  I  hope,  and  am  almost  coii- 
ifideat,  will  never  receive  it.  What  must  the  conse- 
quence be  ?  The  owners^  will  sell  it  for  as  much  as 


.  ^ 


<<  Now  we  the  said  John  Molyneux,  and  Daniel  Molyneux, 
in  order  to  satisfj  the  public  that  w(b  are  in  no  way  poocemiBd 
with  the  said  Wood  in  relation  to  his  said  patent,  and  that  we 
ne^er  were  possessed  of  any  of  the  said  halfpence  and  farthings, 
except  one  halfpenny  and  one  farthing,  which  I  the  said  John 
Molyneux  received  in  a  post  letter,  and  which  I  immediately 
^terwards  delivered  to  one  of  the  rQrds.justiQq8  of  Ireland. 

^^  And  we  do  farther  declare,  th^t  wpr  wilt  not,  dire(;tly  or  in* 
directly,  be  anyways  concerned  with  the  said  Wood!8  halfpence 
or  farthings ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  bjqX  to  the  great  advantage  and 
satisfaction  of  this  kingdom ,«as  gqod,  Moving,  and  faithful  subjects 
ought  to  do.  And  we  do  further  declare,  that  to  the  best  of  oar 
knowledge^  the  said  William  Wood  $s  not  in  this  kingdom. 
^<  Given  under  our  hands  in  Du))Iin^  this  22d  day  of  August 

1784.  < 

<f  John  Molineu^* 
'^  Dan.  MoLTJdsvx." 
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rtiey  can  get.  Wood's  halfpence  will  come  to  be 
offered  for  six  a  penny  (yet  theii  he  will  be  a  suffi- 
cient gainer),  and  the  necessary  receivers  will  be 
losers  of  two-thirds  in  their  salaries  or  pay. 

This  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  passage  I  was  told, 
many  years  ago  in  England.  At  a  quarter-session 
in  Leicester,  the  justices  had  wisely  decreed  to  take 
off  a  halfpenny  in  a  quart  from  the  price  of  ale. 
One  of  them,  who  came  in  after  the  thing  was  de* 
termined,  being  informed  of  what  had  passed,  said 
thus :  "  Gentlemen,  you  have  made  an  order  that- 
ale  should  be  sold  in  our  county  for  three  halfpence 
a  quart:  I  desire  you  will  now  make  another,  to 
appoint  who  must  drink  it  j  for  by  G — --r  I  wiU 
not*/' 


rr- 


*  I  £nd  another  ludicrous  tllastration  of  the  same  proposition 
k  a  brood-side  paper,  which  vas  probably  written  either  by  the 
Dean  or  Sheridan. 
'^  Another  letter  to  Mr  Harding  the  printer,  upon  occasion  of 

the  ^port  of  the  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  most 

honourable  Privy-Coancil,  in  relation  to  Mr  Wood's  halfpence 

and  farthings,  &c.  lately  published. 

^<  Mr  Harding,— Although  this  letter  also  is  directed  to  you,  yet 
you  know  that  it  is  intend^  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  kingdom, 
and  therefore  I  pray  make  it  public,  and  take  care  to  disperse  it* 

'^  The  design  of  it  is  only  to  desire  all  people  to  take  notice, 
^t  whateTer  apprehensfons  some  persons  seem  to  be  tinder  on 
account  of  the  aboye-mentioned  report  concerning  Mr  Wood's 
halfpence  and  farthings,  yet  the  utmost  adyice  which  the  right 
honourable  committee  hare  thought  fit  to  giye  his  majesty  is,  that 
a  certain  sum  of  the  said  halfpence  and  farthings  may  be  reoeiyed 
as  current  money  by  such  as  shall  be  vrilling  to  receive  the  same. 
And  if  we  are  willing  to  ruin  ourseWes  and  our  country,  I  think 
we  are  not  to  be  pitted. 

^^  Upon  this  occasion  I  would  only  tell  my  countrymen  a  short 
story. 

'*  A  certain  king  of  Great  Britain  who  spoke  broad  Scotch,  dnd 
being  himself  a  man  of  witj  lored  both  to  hear  and  speak  things 
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I  must  beg  leave  to  caution  your  lordships  and 
worships  in  one  particular  Wood  has  graciously 
promised  to  load  us  at  present  only  with  forty  thou-* 
sand  pounds  of  his  coin,  till  the  exigencies  of  the 
kingdom  require  the  rest.  I  entreat  you  will  never 
suffer  Mr  Wood  to  be  a  judge  of  your  exigencies. 
While  there  is  one  piece  of  silver  or  gold  left  in  the 
kingdom,  he  will  call  it  an  exigency.  He  will 
double  his  present  quantum  by  stealth  as  soon  as  he 
can  ;  he  will  pour  his  own  raps  and  counterfeits  up^ 
on  us ;  France  and  Holland  will  do  the  same ;  nor 
will  our  own  coiners  at  home  be  behind  them :  to 
confirm  which,  I  have  now  in  my  pocket  a  rap,  or 
counterfeit  halfpenny,  in  imitation  of  his ;  but  so  ill 
performed,  that  in  my  conscience  I  believe  it  is  not 
of  his  coining. 

I  must  now  desire  your  lordships  and  worships, 
that  you  will  give  great  allowance  for  this  long  un- 
digested paper.  I  find  myself  to  have  gone  into  se- 
veral repetitions,  which  were  the  eflFects  of  haste, 
while  new  thoughts  fell  into  add  something  to  what 
I  had  said  before.  I  think  I  may  affirm,  that  I  have 
fully   answered  every  paragraph  in  the   Report; 


that  were  humorous,  had  once  a  petition  preferred  to  him,  in 
which  the  petitioner,  having  set  forth  his  own  merits,  most  hum- 
bly prayed  his  majesty  to  grant  him  letters-patent  for  receiying  a 
shilling  from  eyery  one  of  his  subjects,  who  should  be  willing  to 
giye  so  much  to  him*  In  gude  troth,  said  the  king,  a  yery  reason- 
able petition.  Let  every  man  giye  thee  twa  shillings  gin  he  be 
willing  so  to  do,  and  thou  shalt  hayo  full  liberty  to  receive  it, 
liut,  says  the  petitioner,  I  desire  that  this  clause  may  be  inserted 
in  my  patent,  that  every  man  who  refuses  to  giye  me  a  shilling, 
should  appear  at  Westminster  Hall  to  shew  cause  why  he  so  re- 
fuses. This  also,  says  the  king,  shall  be  granted  thee,  but  always 
with  this  proviso,  that  the  man  be  willing  to  come. 

^^  I  am  yours,  &c. 

"  MlSOXULOS."' 
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which,  although  it  be  not  unartfully  drawn,  and  is 
perfectly  in  the  spirit  of  a  pleader,  who  can  find 
the  most  plausible  topics  in  behalf  of  his  client,  yet 
there  was  no  great  skill  required  to  detect  the  many 
mistakes  contained  in  it  j  which,  however,  are  by 
no  means  to  be  charged  upon  the  right  honourable 
committee,  but  upon  the  most  false,  impudent,  and 
fraudulent  representations  of  Wood  and  his  accom- 
plices. I  desire  one  particular  may  dwell  upon  your 
miAds,  although  I  have  mentioned  it  more  than 
once ;  that,  after  all  the  weight  laid  upon  precedents, 
there  is  not  one  produced  in  the' whole  Report  of  a 
patent  for  coining  copper  in  England  to  pass  in  Ire-^ 
land;  and  only  two  patents  referred  to  (for  indeed 
there  were  no  more),  which  were  both  passed  in 
Ireland,  by  references  \xo  the  king*s  council  here; 
,  both  less  advantageous  to  the  coiner  than  this  of 
Wood  :  and  in  both,  securities  given  to  receive  the 
coin  at  every  call,  and  give  gold  and  silver  in  lieu  of 
it.  This  demonstrates  the  most  flagrant  falsehood 
and  impudence  of  Wood,  by  which  he  would  endea- 
vour to  make  the  right  honourable  committee  his 
instruments  (for  his  own  illegal  and  exorbitant  gain) 
to  ruin  a  kingdom,  which  has  deserved  quite  differ- 
ent treatment. . 

I  am  very  sensible,  that  such  a  work  as  I  have 
undertaken,  might  have  worthily  employed  a  much 
better  pen :  but  when  a  house  is  attempted  to  be 
robbed,  it  often  happens  the  weakest  in  the  fimily 
runs  first  to  tlie  door.  All  the  assistance  I  had, 
were  some  informations  from  an  eminent  person ; 
whereof  i  am  afraid  I  have  spoiled  a  few,  by  endea- 
vouring to  make  them  of  a  piece  with  my  own  pro- 
ductions, and  the  rest  I  was  not  able  to  manage  :  I 
was  in  the  case  of  David,  who  could  not  move  in 
the  armour  of  Saul :  and  therefore  1  rather  chpse 
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to  attack  this  uncircumcised  Philistifte  (Wood  1 
mean)  with  a  sling  and  a  stone.  And  I  may  say, 
for  Wood's  honour  as  well .  as  my  own,  that  he  ce- 
sembles  Goliah  in  many  circumstances  very  appli« 
cable  to  the  present  purpose ;  for,  Goliah  had  "  a 
helmet  of  brass  upoti  his  head,  and  he  was  armed 
with  a  coat  of  mail ;  and  the  weight  of  the  coat  was 
five  thousand  shekels  of  brass  ;  and  he  had  greaves 
of  brass  upon  his  legs,  and  a  target  of  brass  between 
his  shoulders."  In  short,  he  was  like  Mr  Wood, 
all  over  brass,  ^nd  he  defied  the  armies  of  the  liv- 
ing God.  Goliah's  conditions  of  combat  were  like- 
wise the  same  with  those  of  Wood  :  "  if  he  prevail 
against  us,  then  shall  we  be  his  servants/'  But  if 
it  happens  that  I  prevail  over  him,  I  renounce  the 
other  part  of  the  condition  y  **  he  shall  never  be  a  ser- 
vant of  mine ;"  for  I  do  not  think  him  fit  to  be 
trusted  in  any  honest  man's  shop. 

I  will  conclude  with  my  humble  desire  and  re- 
quest, which  I  made  in  my  second  letter,  that  your 
lordships  find  worships  would  please  to  order  a  de- 
claration to  be  drawn  up,  expressing  in  the  strong- 
est terms  your  firm  resolution  never  to  receive  or 
utter  any  of  Wood's  halfpence  or  farthings;  andfor^* 
bidding  your  tenants  to  receive  them :  that  the  said 
declaration  may  be  signed  by  as  many  persons  as 
possible^,  who  have  estates  in  this  kingdom,  and 
be  sent  down  to  your  several  tenants  aforesaid. 


*  A  declaration  pursuant  to  this  request  was  signed  soon  after 
by  the  most  considerable  persons  of  the  kingdom ;  which  was 
uniyersally  spread,  and  was  of  great  use. — F. 

Many  of  these  resolutions  are  jiow  1  jing  before  the  editor,  sub« 
scribed  by  persons  of  eyery  different  tenk  and  degree,  and  by 
the  yarious  corporations  of  Dublin,  from  the  most  wealthy  and 
respectable  down  to  the  flying-stationers,  commonly  called  news- 
boys, who  ^^  give  notice  to  all  gentlemen^  ladies^  and  others^  who 
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And  if  the  dread  of  Wood's  halfpence  should  con- 
tinue until  next  quarter-sessions,  which .  I  hope  it 
will  not,  the  gentlemen  of  every  county  will  then 
have  a  fair  Opportunity  of  declaring  against  them 
with  unanimity  and  zeal.  I  am,  with  the  greatest 
respect, 

(May  it  please  your  lordships  and  worships) 
Your  most  dutiful  and  obedient  servant, 

Aug.  25,  1724.  M.  B. 


sball  ihaye  occasion  to  buj  news,  poems,  songs,  letters,  lam- 
poons, &c.  that  they  will  not  receive  or  offer  in  change  any  of 
William  Wood's  drossy  halfpence  or  farthings,  because  they  can 
neither  get  news^  ale^  tobacco^  brandy,  nor  snuffy  for  snch  carsed 
stnff." 
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TO  THE  WHOLE  P£OPLE  OF  IRELAND. 


[It  was  ia  tUs  f^vrih  letter  that  the  goyernineiit  of  Ireland  disco* 
Tered  matter  for  prosecHtioB,  The  tcU  indeed  which  had  hither* 
to  been  indnstrtous) j  spread  over  the  resA  cause  of  controversy, 
was  npw  hardily  raised;  for  the  letter  professedly  treats  of  the 
nature  of  the  King's  prerogative  in  coining  money,  and  of  the 
title  assumed  by  the  English  ministry  to  impose  upon  the  in* 
dependent  kingdom  of  Ireland,  a  contract,  to  which  her  legis- 
lature were  no  parties,  and  of  the  yarious  arts  of  secret  influ- 
ence,  and  threats  of  open  violence,  which  had  been  employed  by 
thdm  to  silence  opposition.] 


Oct.  23,  1724. 
MY  DEAR  COUNTRYMEN, 

H  AViNG  already  written  three  letters  upon  so  disa- 
greeable  a  subject  as  Mr  Wood  and  his  halfpence,  I 
conceived  my  task  was  at  an  end ;  but  I  find  that 
cordials  must  be  frequently  applied  to  weak  consti- 
tutions, political  as  well  as  natural.  A  people  long 
used  to  hardships,  lose  by  degrees  the  very  notions 
of  liberty ;  they  look  upon  themselves  as  creatures 
at  mercy,  and  that  all  impositions  laid  on  them  by  a 
stronger  hand,  are,  in  the  phrase  of  the  Report,  le- 
gal and  obligatory.    Hence  proceed  that  poverty 
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and  lowness  of  spirit,  to  which  a  kingdom  may  be 
subject,  as  ^vell  as  a  particular  person.  And  when 
Esau  came  fainting  from  the  field  at'the  point  to 
die,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  sold  his  birthright  for  a 
mess  of  pottage. 

I  thought  I  had  sufficiently  shown,  to  all  who 
could  want  in^traction,  by  what  methods  they  might 
safely  proceed,  whenever  this  coin  should  be  olGFered 
to  them :  and  I  believe  there  has  not  been,  for  many 
ages,  an  example  of  any  kingdom  so  firmly  united 
in  a  point  of  great  importance,  as  this  of  ours  is  at 
present  against  that  detestable  fraud.  But,  however, 
it  so  happens,  that  some  weak  people  begin  to  be 
alarmed  anew  by  rumours  industriously  spread. 
Wood  prescribes  to  the  newsmongers  in  London 
what  they  are  to  write.  In  one  of  their  papers,  pub- 
lished here  by  some  obscure  printer,  and  certainly 
with  a  bad  design  *,  we  are  told,  "  that  the  papists 
in  Ireland  have  entered  into  an  association  against 
his  coin ;"  although  it  be  notoriously  known  that 
they  never  once  offered  to  stir  in  the  matter  5  so  that 
the  two  houses  of  parliament,  the  privy-council,  the 
great  number  of  corporations,  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  Dublin,  the  grand-juries,  and  principal ' 
gentlemen  of  several  cdunties,  are  stigmatized  in  a 
lamp  under  the  name  of"  papists.*' 

This  impostor  and  his  crew  do  likewise  give  out, 
that,  by  refusing  to  receive  his  dross  for  sterling  we 
"  dispute  the  king's  prerogative,  are  grown  ripe  for 
rebellion,  and  ready  to  shake  off  the  dependency  of 
Ireland  upon  the  crown  of  England,"  To  counte- 
nance which  reports,  he  has  published  a  paragraph 
in  another  newspaper,  to  let  us  know,  that* "  the 
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*  Probably  with  no  good,  1st  edit. 


170  THE  DRAPIER's  LETTERS. 

« 

lord-lieutenant  is  ordered  to  come  over  immediately 
to  settle  his  halfpence/' 

I  entreat  you,  my  dear  countrymen,  not  to  be  un- 
der the  least  concern  upon  these  and  the  like  ru- 
mours, which  are  qo  more  than  the  last  howls  of  a 
dog  dissected  alive,  as  I  hope  he  has  sufficiently 
been.  These  calumnies  are  the  only  reserve  that 
is  left  him.  For  surely  our  contmued  and  (almost) 
unexampled  loyalty,  will  never  be  called  in  question 
for  not  suffering  ourselves  to  be  robbed  of  all  that 
we  have  by  one  obscure  ironmonger. 

As  to  disputing  the  king's  prerogative,  give  me 
leave  to  explain  td^  those  who  are  ignorant,  what  the 
meaning  of  that  word  prerogative  is. 

The  kings  of  these  realms  enjoy  several  powers, 
wherein  the  laws  have  not  interposed  :  so  they  can 
make  war  and  peace  without  the  consent  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  this  is  a  very  great  prerogative  :  but,  if 
the  parliament  does  not  approve  of  the  war,  the  king 
must  bear  the  charge  of  it  out  of  his  own  purse  >  and 
this  is  a  great  check  on  the  crown.  So,  the  king 
has  a  prerogative  to  coin  money  without  consent  of 
parliament :  but  he  cannot  compel  the  subject  to 
take  that  money,  except  it  be  sterling,  gold  or  silver; 
because  herein  he  is  limited  by  law.  Some  princes 
have  indeed  extended  their  prerogative  farther  than 
the  law  allowed  them  :  wherein,  however;  the  law- 
yers of  succeeding  ages,  as  fond  as  they  are  of  pre- 
cedents, have  never  dared  to  justify  them.  But  to 
say  the  truth,  it  is  only  of  late  times  that  prerogative 
has  been  fixed  and  ascertained.  For  whoever  reads 
the  history  of  England,  will  find  that  some  former 
kings,  and  those  none  of  the  worst,  have^  upon  se- 
veral occasions,  ventured  to  control  the  laws,  with 
very  little  ceremony  or  scruple,  even  later  than  the 
days  of  Queen  Elizabeth.     In  her  reign,  that  per- 
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niciotis  counsel  of  sending  base  money  hither,  very 
narrowly  failed  of  losing  the  kingdom ;  being  com- 
plained of  by  the  lord  deputy,  the  council,  and  the 
whole  body  of  the  English  here  :  so  that,  soon  after 
her  death,  it  was  rfecalled  by  her  successor,  and  law-^ 
ful  money  paid  in  exchange. 

Having  thus  given  you  some  notion  of  what  is 
meant  by  "  the  king's  prerogative,"  as  far  as  a 
tradesman  can  be  .thought  capable  of  explaining 
it,  I  will  only  add  the  opinion  of  the  great  lord 
Bacon :  "  That,  as  God  governs  Jhe  world  by  the 
settled  laws  of  nature,  which  he  has  made,  and  n^ver 
transcends  those  laws  but  upon  high,  important  oc- 
casions; so,  among  earthly  princes,  those  are  the 
wisest  and  the  best,  who  govern  by  the  known  laws 
of  the  country,  and  seldomest  make  use  of  their  pre- 
rogative." 

^ow  here  you  may  see,  that  the  vile  accusation 
of  Wood  and  his  accomplices,  charging  us*with  dis* 
puting  the  king's  prerogative,  by  refusing  his  brass, 
can  have  no  place ;  because  compelling  the  subject 
to  take  any  coin  which  is  not  sterling,;  is  no  p^rt  of 
the  king's  prerogative  ;  and  I  am  very  confident,  if 
it  were  so,  we  should  be  the  last  of  his  people  to 
dispute  it :  as  well  from  that  inviolable  loyalty  we 
have  always  paid  to  his  majesty,  as  from  the  treat* 
ment  we  might  in  such  a  case,  justly  expect  from 
some,  who  seem  to  think  we  have  neither  common 
sense  nor  common  senses.  But,  God  be  thanked, 
the  best  of  them  are  only  our  fellow-subjects,  and  not 
our  masters.  One  great  merit  I  am  sure  we  have, 
which  those  of  English  birth  can  have  no  pretence 
tO| — ^that  our  ancestors  reduced  this  kingdom  to  the 
obedience  of  England  ;  for  which  we  have  been  re- 
warded with  a  worse  climate,  the  privilege  of  being 
governed  by  laws  to  which  we  do  oot  consent,  a  ruin- 
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ed  trade,  a  house  of  peers  ivithout  jurisdiction,  al* 
most  an  incapacity  for  all  employments,  and  the 
dread  of  Wood's  halfpence. 

But  we  are.  so  far  from  disputing  the  king's  pre- 
rogative in  coining,  that  we  owti  he  has  power  to 
give  a  patent  to  any  man  for  setting  his  royal' 
image  and  superscription  upon  whatever  materials 
he  pleases,  and  liberty  to  the  patentee  to  offer  them 
in  any  country  from  England  to  Japan  ;  only  attend- 
ed with  one  small  limitation,-«-that  nobody  alive  is 
obliged  to  take  them. 

Upon  these  considerations,  I  was  ever  against  all 
recourse  to  England  for  a  remedy  against  the  pre- 
sent impending  evil;  especially  when  I  observed, 
that  the  addresses  of  both  houses,  after  long  expect- 
ance, produced  nothing  butallEPORT,  altogether  io 
favour  of  Wood;  upon  which  I  made  some  obser- 
vations in  a  former  letter,  and  might  at  least  have 
made  as  many  more ;  for  it  is  a  paper  of  as  singular 
a  nature  as  I  ever  beheld. 

But  I  mistake ;  for,  before  this  Report  was  made, 
his  majesty's  most  gracious  answer  to  the  house  of 
lords  was  sent,  over  and  printed ;  wherein  are  these 
words,  granting  the  patent  for  coining  halfpence 
and  farthings,  agreeable  to  the  practice  op  his 
ROYAL  pbbdecessors,  &c.  That  king  Charles  II. 
and  king  James  II.  (and  they  only),  did  grant 
patents  for  this  purpose  is  indisputable,  and  1  have 
shown  it  at  large.  Their  patents  were  passed  un- 
der the  great  seal  of  Ireland,  by  references  to  Ire- 
land ;,  the  copper  to  be  coined  in  Ireland ;  the  pa- 
tentee was  bound,  on  demand,  t6  receive  his  coin 
back  in  Ireland,  and  pay  silver  and  gold  in  return. 
Wood's  patent  was  made  under  the  great  seal  of 
England ;  the  brass  coined  in  England ;  not  the  least 
reference  made  to  Ireland^  the  sum  immense,  aad 
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the  patentee  under  no  obligation  to  receive  it  again, 
and  give  good  money  for  it.  This  I  only  mention, 
because,  in  my  private  thoughts,  I  have  sometimes 
made  a  query,  whether  the  penner  of  those  words 
in  his  majesty's  most  gracious  answer,  "  agreeable 
to  the  practice  of  his  royal  predecessors,''  had  ma- 
turely considered  the  several  circumstances,  which, 
in  my  poor  opinion,  seem  to  make  a  difference. 

Let  me  now  say  something  concerning  the  other 
great  cause  of  some  people's  fear,  as  Wood  has 
taught  the  London  newswriter  to  express  it,  that 
his  excellency  the  lord*lieutenant  is  coming  over  to 
settle  Wood's  halfpence. 

We  know  very  well,  that  the  lords-lieutenants, 
for  several  years  past,  have  not  thought  this  king- 
dom worthy  the  honour  of  their  residence,  longer 
than  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  king's  busi- 
ness; which,  consequently,  wanted  no  speed  in  the 
dispatch.  And  therefore  it  naturally  fell  into  most 
men's  thoughts,  that  a  new'  governor,  coming  at  an 
unusual  time,  must  portend  some  unusual  business 
to  be  done  ;  especially  if  the  common  report  be  true, 
that  the  parliament,  prorogued  to  I  know  not  when, 
is,  by  a  new  summons,  revoking  that  prorogation,  to 
assemble  soon  after  the  arrival ;  for  which  extraor- 
dinary proceeding  the  lawyers  on  the  other  side  the 
water  have,  by  great  good  fortune,  found  two  pre- 
cedents. 

All  this  being  granted,  it  can  never  enter  into 
my  head,  that  so  little  a  creature  as  Wood,  could 
find  credit  enough  with  the  king  and  his  ministers, 
to  have  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  sent  hither  in 
a  hurry  upon  his  errand. 

For,  let  us  take  the  whole  matter  nakedly,  as  it 
lies  before  us,  without  the  refinements  of  some  peo- 
ple, with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do.     Here  is  a 
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patent  granted  under  the  great  seal  of  England,  up« 
on  false  suggestions,  to  one  William>Wood,  for  coin- 
ing copper-halfpence  for  Ireland :  the  parliament 
here,  upon  apprehensions  of  the  worst  consequences 
from  the  said  patent,  address  the  king  to  have  it 
recalled :  this  is  refused,  and  a  committee  of  the 
privy-council  report  to  his  majesty,  that  Wood  has 
performed  the  conditions  of  his  patent.  He  then 
is  left  to  do  the  best  he  can  with  his  halfpence,  no 
man  being  obliged  to  receive  them ;  the  people 
here,  being  likewise  left  to  themselves,  unite  as  one 
man,  resolving  they  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 
his  ware.  By  this  plain  account  of  the  fact,  it  is 
manifest  that  the  king  and  his  ministry  are  wholly 
out  of  the  case,  and  the  matter  is  left  to  be  disputed 
between  him  and  us.  Will  any  man  therefore  at- 
tempt to  persuade  me,  that  a  lord-lieutenant  is  to 
be  dispatched  over  in  great  ha$te  before  the  ordi- 
nary time,  and  a  parliament  summoned  by  antici- 
pating a  prorogation,  merely  to  put  a  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  into  the  pocket  of  a  sharper,  by  the  ruin 
of  a  most  loyal  kingdom  ? 

But  supposing  all  this  to  be  true  :  by  what  argu- 
ments could  a  lord-lieutenant,  prevail  on  the  same 
parliament,  which  addressed  with  so  much  zeal 
and  earnestness  against  this  evil,  to  pass  it  into  a 
law  ?  I  am  sure  their  opinion  of  Wood  and  his  pro* 
ject  is  not  mended  sinOe  their  last  prorogation :  and, 
supposing  those  methods  should  be  used,  which 
detractors  tell  us  have  been  sometimes  put  in  pracr 
tice  for  gaining  votes,  it  is  well  known,  that  in  this 
kingdom  there  are  few  employments  to  be  given ; 
and  if  there  were  more,  it  is  as  well  known  to  whose 
share  they  must  fall. 

But,  because  great  numbers  of  you  are  altogether 
ignorant  of  the  affairs  of  your  country,  I  will  tell 
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you  some  reasons  why  there  are  so  few  employ- 
ments to  be  disposed  of  in  this  kingdom.  All  con- 
siderable offices  for  life  are  here  possessed  by  those 
to  whom  the  reversions  were  granted ;  and  these 
have  been  generally  followers  of  the  chief  gover- 
nors, or  persons  who  had  interest  in  the  court  of 
England :  so  the  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton  holds 
that  great  office  of  master  of  the  rolls;  the  Lord 
Palmerstown  is  first  remembrancer,  worth  near 
20001.  per  annum.  One  Dodington,  secretary  to 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  begged  the  reversion  of  clerk 
of  the  pells,  worth  2,5001.  a  year,  which  he  now 
enjoys  by  the  death  of  the  Lord  Newtown*  Mr 
Southwell  is  secretarv  of  state,  and  the  Earl  of  Bur- 
lington  lord  high  treasurer  of  Ireland  by  inheritance. 
These  are  only  a  few  among  many  others,  which  I 
have  been  told  of,  but  cannot  remember.  Nay,  the 
reversion  of  several  employments  during  pleasure, 
is  granted  the  same  way.  This,  among  many  others, 
is  a  circumstance,  whereby  the  kingdom  of  Ireland 
is  distinguished  from  all  6ther  nations  upon  earth, 
and  makes  it  so  difficult  an  affair  to  get  into  a  civil 
employ,  that  Mr  Addison  was  forced  to  purchase 
an  old  obscure  place,  called  keeper  of  the  records 
in  Bermingham's  tower,  of  ten  pounds  a  year,  and 
to  get  a  salary  of  4001.  aimexed  to  it,  though  all- the 
records  there  are  not  worth  half  a  crown,  either  for 
curiosity  or  use.  ♦  And  we  lately  saw  a  favourite 
secretary  t  descend  to  be  master  of  the  revels,  which 


*  Tickell  notices  this  circumstance  in  his  preface  to  Addison's 
worksy  as  a  mark  of  Queen  Anne's  special  farour  for  Addison^ 
thotigh  Swift  seems  to  have  given  it  a  different  turn. 

f  Mr  Hopkins,  secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  The  ex. 
actions  niad6  bj  this  gentleman  upon  the  players,  in  his  capacity 
pf  master  of  the  lleveb,  aire  the  subject  of  two  satirical  poems^ 
Vol.  XIY.  pages  156,  158. 
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by  his  credit  and  extortion  he  has  made  pretty  con- 
siderable. .  I  say  nothing  of  the  under-treasurer- 
ship,  worth  about  90001.  a  year,  nor  of  the  commis- 
sioners, of  the  revenue,  four  of  whom  generally  live 
in  England ;  for  I  think  none  of  these  are  granted 
in  reversion*  But  the  jest  is,  that  I  have  known, 
upon  occasion,  some  of  these  absent  officers  as  keen 
against  the  interest  of  Ireland,  as  if  they  had  never 
been  indebted  to  her  for  a  single  groat. 

I  confess  I  have  been  sometimes  tempted  to  wish, 
that  this  project  of  Wood  might  succeed  ;  because 
I  reflected  with  some  pleasure,  what  a  jolly  crew 
it  would  bring  over  among  us  of  lords  and  'squires, 
and  pensioners  of  both  sexes,  and  officers  civil  and 
military,  where  we  should  live  together  as  merry 
and  sociable  as  beggars ;  only  with  this  one  abate- 
'  ment,  that  we  should  neither  have  meat  to  feed^  nor 
manufactures  to  clothe  us,  unless  we  could  be  con- 
tent to  prance  about  in  coats  of  mail,  or  eat  brass  as 
ostriches  do  iron. 

I  return  from  this  digression  to  that  which  gave 
me  the  occasion  of  making  it :  and  1  believe  you 
are  now  convinced,  that  if  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land were  as  temptable  as  any  other  assembly  with- 
in a  mile  of  Christendom  (which  God  forbid),  yet 
the  managers  must  of  necessity  fail,  for  want  of 
tools  to  work  with.  But  I  will  yet  go  one  step  far- 
ther, by  supposing  that  a  hundred  new  employ- 
ments were  erected,  on  purpose  to  gratify  compli- 
ers ;  yet  still  an  insuperable  difficulty  would  remain. 
For  it  happens,  I  know  not  how,  that  money  is 
neither  whig  nor  tory,  neither  of  town  nor  country 
party ;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  gentleman 
would  rather  choose  to  live  upon  his  own  estate^ 
which  brings  him  gold  and  silver,  than  with  the 
addition  of  an  employment^  when  his  rents  and  sa- 
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lary  must  both  be  paid  in  Wood's  brass,  at  abov6 
eighty  per  cent,  discount. 

For  these,  and  many  othci*  reasons,  I  am  con- 
"fident  you  need  ndt  be  under  the  least  apprehen- 
sions from  the  sudden  expectation  t)f  the  lord-lieu- 
lenant*,  white  we  contihtte  in  our  ^reSent  hearty 
disposition,  to  alter  which  ho  suitable  temptation 
caih  possibly  be  offered.  And  if,  as  I  have  often 
as^ierted  from  the  best  authority,  the  law  has  hot  lelfk 
a  power  in  the  crown  to  force  any  money,  except 
sterling,  upon  the  subject,  much  less  cart  the  crown 
devolve  sUch  a  poWer  updn  another.  '  ' 

This  I  speak  with  the  utmost  respect  to  the  per-^ 
son  and  dignity  of  his  excellency  the  Lord  Carte- 
ret, whose  character  was  lately  given  me  by  a  gen- 
tlemah  that  has  known  him  from  his  first  appear- 
ance in  the  world.  That  g'entleman  describes  him 
as  a  young  nobleman  of  grejtt  accomplishments, 
excellent  learliing,  regular  in  his  life,  and  of  much 
spirit  and  vivacity.  He  has  since,  as  I  have  heard» 
beete  ethployed  abroad ;  was  principal  secretary  of 
stide  ;  ^Tw!  is  now,  about  the  thirty-seventh  year  of 
his  age,  appointed  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland.  From 
such  a  governor,  this  kingdom  may  reasonably  hope 
for  as  much  prosperity,  as,  under  so  many  discou- 
ragements, it  can  be  capable  of  receiving.f 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  within  the  memory  of  man, 
there  have  been  governors  of  so  much  de;xterity,  as 
to  carry  points  of  terrible  consequence  to  this  king^ 
doin,  by  their  power  with  those  who  are  in  office; 
and  by  their  arts  in  managing  or  deluding  others 
with  oaths,  aflabiiity,  and  even  with  dinners.    If 


■<  >  rj    iM     ■  '  ' 


i»  L<M  €artei>0t,  afterward  EaK  Grantill^-^F. 
-{-  Lerd  Carteret,  as  an  oppoocnt  of  Walp«te,  aiii  m  aH/  nf 
Bolingbroke,  was  in  some  respects  a  ia?ouriCe  of  the  Dean* 

VOL.  VII.  M 
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Wood's  brass  had  in  those  times  been  upon  the  an* 
vil,  it  is  obvious  enough  to  conceive  what  methods 
would  have  been  taken.  Depending  persons  would 
have  been  told  in  plain  terms,  "  that  it  was  a  service 
expected  from  them,  under  the  pain  of  the  public 
business  being  put  into  more  complying  hands." 
<?thers  would  be  allured  by  promises.  To  the  coun- 
try gentlemen,  beside  good  words,  burgundy,  and 
closeting,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  hinted,  "  how 
kindly  it  would  be  taken  to  comply  with  a  royal 
patent,  alltjl}ough  it  were  not  compulsory:  that  Tf  any 
inconveniencies  ensued,  it  might  be  made  up  with 
Other  graces  or  favours  hereafter:  that  gentlemen 
ought  to  consider  whether  it  weje  prudent  or  safe 
ta  disgust  England.  They  would  be  desired  to 
think  of  some  good  bills  for  encouraging  of  trade, 
and  setting  the  poor  to  work;  some  farther  acts 
against  popery,  and  for  uniting  protestants/'  There 
would  be  solemn  engagements,  *^  that  we  should 
never  be  troubled  with  above  forty  thousand  pounds 
in  his  coin,  and  all  of  the  best  and  weightiest  sort, 
fpr  which  we  should  only  give  our  manufactures  in 
exchange,  and  keep  our  gold  and  silver  at  home/* 
Perhaps  a  seasonable  report  of  some  invasion  would 
have  been  spread  in  the  most  proper  juncture; 
which  is  a  great  smoother  of  rubs  in  public  proceed- 
ings :  and  we  should  have  been  told,  *'  that  this  was 
no  time  to  create  differences,  when  the  kingdom  was 
in  danger." 

These,  I  say,  and  the  like  methods,  would,  in 
corrupt  times,  have  been  taken  to  let  in  this  deluge 
of  brass  among  us ;  and  I  am  confident,  even  then> 
would  not  have  succeeded ;  much  less  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  so  excellent  a  person  as  the  Lord 
Carteret;  and  in  a  country  where  the  people  of  all 
ranks,  parties,  and  denominations,  are  convinced  to 
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a  man,  that  the  utter  undoing  of  themselves  and 
their  posterity  for  ever,  will  be  dated  from  the  ad- 
mission of  that  execrable  coin :  that  if  it  once  enters^ 
it  can  be  no  more  confined  to  a  small  or  moderate 
quantity,  than  a  plague  can  be  confined  to  a  few  fa- 
milies ;  and  that  no  equivalent  can  be  given  by  any 
earthly  power,  any  more  than  a  dead  carcass  can  be 
recovered  to  life  by  a  cordial. 

There  is  one  comfortable  circumstance  in  this 
universal  opposition  to  Mr  Wood,  that  the  people 
sent  over  hither  from  England,  to  fill  up  our  vacan- 
cies, exclesiastical,  civil,  and  military,  are  all  on  our 
side.  Money,  the  great  divider  of  the  world,  has, 
by  a  strange  revolution,  been  the  great  uniter.  of 
a  most  divided  people.  Who  would  leave  a  hun* 
dred  pounds  a-year  in  England  (a  country  of  free<- 
dom)  to  be  paid  a  thousand  in  Ireland  out  of  Wood's 
exchequer  I  The  gentleman  they  have  lately  niiade 
primate,*  would  never  quit  his  seat  in  an  English 
house  of  lords,  and  his  preferments  at  Oxford  and 
Bristol,  worth  twelve  hundred  pounds  a-year,  for 
four  times  the  denomination  here,  but  not  half  the 
value ;  therefore  I  expect  to  hear  he  will  be  as  good 
an  Irishman,  at  least  upon  this  one  article,  as  any 
of  his  brethren,  or  even  of  us,  who  have  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  born  in  this  island.  For,  those, 
who  in  the  common  phrase  do  not  come  hither  to 
learn  the  language,  would  never  change  a  better 
country  for  a  worse,'  to  receive  brass  instead  of 
gold. 

Another  slander  spread  by  Wood  and  his  emis- 
saries, is,  <^  that  by  opposing  him,  we  discover  an 
inclination  to  throw  off  our  dependence  upon  the 


*  Dr  Hugh  Boulter.'F. 
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cfc^wft  of  EtiglanS/*  ,  Pray  observe  how  itnportairt 
a  person  is  this  same  Williatn  Wood,  atid  how  the 
ptrblic  weal  of  two  -kingdoms  is  mvolVed  in  Ms 
{private  interest.  First,  all  those  who  reftise  to  take 
his  coin  afepapiists;  for  he  tdkus,  **'tbat  noriebui 
papists  are  associated  against  him."  Secondly, 
•*  they  dispute  the  king's  prerogative:"  Thifftly, 
**  they  are  ripe  for  rebellion."  And,  Iburthly, 
**  thefy  are  going  to  shake  off  their  dependence 'tipon 
the  crown  of  England;"  that  is  to  say,  4:bey  are 
going  to  choose  another  king ;  for  there  can  be  tio 
Other  ttiestning  in  this  expression,  hOwe^^r  some 
may  pretend  to  strain  it* 

And  this  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  ei^lainitrg 
to  those  who  are  ignorant,  another  pOiiit,  which  has 
t^ten  swelled  in  my  breast.    Those  who  Oome  over 
hither  to  uis  from  England,  and  some  Weak  people 
Hmong  ourselves,  whc^never  in  discourse  we  thtfke 
'in(^ntiOn  of  liberty  and  property,  shake  thi&ir  besads, 
and  tellus,  that  "  Ireland  is  a  depending  kingdom,''* 
as  ifthey  would  seem  by  this  phrase  to  intend,  thdt 
the  pe&ple  of  Ireland  are  in  some  state  df  slavery  <* 
'dependence  different  from  those  of  England :  whenet- 
^«s  a  depending  kingdom  is  a  modern  term  of  IM, 
tmkfaown  as  I  have  heard  to  all  ancient  oivilians, 
and  Writers  upon  government;  and  Ireland  is,  on 
the  cbntrary,  called  in  some  statutes  "  an  imperial 
'Cl*(>wn,"  as  held  Only  from  Ood;  which  is  as  high  It 
*  style  as  any  kingdom  is  capable  of  reed ving.  There- 
fore, by  this  expression,  ^' a  depending  kingdom/' 
-there  is  no  more  to  be  understood,  than  that,4>y  a 
statute  made' here  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  Heniy 


*  This  passage  contains  the  pith  and  essence  of  the  whole  con^ 
troTersy.    It  was  one  of  those  selected  for  prosecution  by  the., 
GoTernment. 


r 
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VIII.,  tfce  krng,  a-nd  his  successors^  are  to  be  king's 
'  imperial  of  this  realni^  as  united  ^nd  knit  to  the  im- 
perial erown  of- England.  I  have  looked  over  atf 
the  Ea^lifih  and  Irish  statutes^  without  finding  any 
lavvr  that  makes  If  eland  depend  upon  England,  any 
m^ve  than  England  does  upon  Jretandy  We  have 
indeed  obliged  ourselves  to  have  the  same  king  wit^ 
thexB ;  and  consequently  they  are  obliged  to  have 
the  same  king  with  us.  For  the  law  was  made  by 
our  own  parliament ;  and  our  ancestors  theti  were 
HOt  such  fools  (whatever  they  were  in  the  precede 
iDg  reign)  to  bring  themselves  under  I  know,  hot 
what  dependence^  which  is  now  talked  of,*  without 
fti^y  ground  of  law,  r^isoh,  or  common  sense. 

I-*et  whoever  thinks  otherwise,  I,  M.  B.,  drapier, 
desire  to  be  excepted:  for  I  diieclape,  next' under 
Ckod,  I  depend'  only  on  the  king  my  sovereign,  and 
ou  the  hiws  of  my  own  country.  And  I  aoY  so  far 
frdm  depending  upon  the  people  of  England^  that 
if  ^bfey  shouki  ever  rebel  against  my  sovereign  (whicfc 
God  lorbid)  I  would  be  ready,  at  the  first  command 
from  his  majesty,  to  take  arms  against  them,  as  some 
of  my  countrymen  did  against  theirs  at  Preston. 
And  if  such  a  rebellion  should  prove  $o  successful  as 
to  fix  the  pretender  on  the  throne  of  England,  I 
would  venture  to  transgress  that  statute  so  fer^  as  to 
lose  every  drcm  of  my  blood  to  hinder  him  from 
being  king  of  Ireland.  * 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  within  th^  i^einory  of  man, 
the  parliaments  of  England  have  sometimes  stssum- 
ed  the  power  of  binding  this  kingdom  by  laws  eu- 
acted  there  ^-j"  wherein  they  were  at  first  openly  op- 


•  This  paragraph  gave  great  ofience.     See  Letter  V- — F, 

+  Particularly  in  t^e  reign  of  William  IIL  vhon  this  doctrine 
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posed  (as  far  as  truth,  reason^  and  justice  are  capa* 
ble  of  opposing)  by  the  famous  Mr  Molineux  *  an 
English  gentleman  bom  here,  as  well  as  by  several 
of  the  greatest  patriots  and  best  whigs  in  England ; 
but  the  love  and  torrent  of  power  prevailed.  In* 
deed  the  arguments  on  both  sides  were  invincible. 
For,  in  reason,  all  government  without  the  consent 
of  the  governed,  is  the  very  definition  of  slavery: 
but,  in  fact,  eleven  men  well  armed  will  certainly 
subdue  one  single  man  in  his  shirt.  But  I  have 
done ;  for  those  who  have  used  power  to  cramp  li- 
berty, have  gone  so  far  as  to  resent  even  the  liberty 
of  complaining:  although  a  man  upon  the  rack  was 
never  known  to  be  refused  the  liberty  of  roaring  as 
loud  as  he  thought  fit. 

And  as  we  are  apt  to  sink  too  much  under  un« 
reasonable  fears,  so  we  are  too  soon  inclined  to  be 
raised  by  groundless  hopes,  according  to  the  nature 
of  all  consumptive  bodies  like  ours.  Thus  it  has 
been  given  about,  for  several  days  past,  that  some- 
body in  England  empowered  a  second  somebody,  to 
write  to  a  third  somebody  here,  to  assure  us  that 
we  should  pomore  be  troubled  with  these  halfpence. 
And  this  is  reported  to  have  been  done  by  the  same 
person,  f  who  is  said  to  have  sworn  some  months 
ago,  ^^  that  he  would  ram  them  down  our  throats,'* 
though  I  doubt  they  would  stick  in  our  stomachs : 

'  of  English  supremacy  was  assumed,  m  order  to  discredit  the  ao* 
thorlty  of  the  Irish  paiiiamcnt  summoned  by  James  II. 

*  W  illiam  Molyneux,  a  philosopher,  a  scholar,  and  patriot,  the 
friend  of  Locke.  When  this  gentleman  conceWed  that  the  wool- 
len manufactory  of  Ireland  was  in  danger  of  rain,  from  the  op- 
pressive regulations  adopted  by  the  English  government,  he  as- 
serted the  independence  of  his  country,  in  aTract,entitled,^^  The 
Case  of  Ireland's  being  bound  by  acts  of  parliament  in  England 
stated."    It  was  published  in  1698. 

+  Mr  Walpole,  afterwards  Earl  of  Orford. — F. 
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but  whichever  of  these  reports  be  true  or  faise,  it  is 
no  concern  of  ours.  For^  in  this  point,  we  havd 
nothing  to  do  with  English  ministers:  and  I  should 
be  sorry  to  leave  it  in  their  power  to  redress  this 
grievance,  or  to  enforce  it:  for  the  report  of  the 
committee  has  given  me  a  surfeit.  The  remedy  is 
wholly  in  your  own  hands ;  and  therefore  I  have  di- 
gressed a  little,  in  order  to  refesh  and  continue  that 
spirit  so  seasonably  raised  among  you;  and  to  let 
you  see,  that  by  the  laws  of  God,  of  nature,  of  na- 
TKnrs,  and  of  your  country,  you  are  and  ought  to 
be  as  FREE  a  people  as  your  brethren  in  England.  • 
If  the  pamphlets. published  at  London  by  Wood 
aiMl  his  journeymen,  in.  defence  of  bis  cause,  were 
reprinted  here,  and  our  countrymen  could  be  per* 
suaded  to  read  them,  they  would  convince  you 
of  his  wicked  design  more  than  all  I  shall  ever 
be  able  to  say.  In  short,  I  make  him  a  perfect 
saint  in  comparison  of  what  he  appears  ,to  be  from 
the  writings  of  those  whom  he  hires  to  justify  his 
project.  But  he  is  so  far  master  of  the  field  (let 
othei»  guess  the  reason)  that  no  London  printer 
dare  publish  any  paper  written  in  favour  of  Ireland: 
and  here  nobody  as  yet  has  been  so  bold  as  to  pub<> 
lisb  any  thing  in  favour  of  him. 

There  was,  a  few  days  ago,,  a  pamphlet  sent  me 
of  near  fifty  pages,  written  in  favour  of  Mr  Wood 
and  his  coinage,  printed  in  London :  it  is  not  worth 
answering,  because  probably  it  will  never  be  pub<- 
lished  here.  But  it  gave  me  occasion  to  reflect 
upon  an  unhappiness  we  lie  under,  that  the  people 
of  England  are  utterly  ignorant  of  our  case ;  which 
however  is  ntf  wonder,  since  it  is  a  point  they  do  ^^ 
in  the  least  concern  themselves  about,'  farther  than 
perhaps  as  a  subject  of  discourse  in  a  coiFee*house, 
when  they  have  nothing  else  to  talk  of.    For  I  have 
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peasba  to  believe,  that  no  minisier  eter  gdve  httfi9di# 
the  trouble  of  readifig  any  papers  writleo  in  our 
defence^  because  I  suppose  their  opinloqs^  are 
already  detennined^  and  are  formed  wholly  ^p<^n 
the  reports  of  Wood  and  his  aooomplicei;^;  else  it 
would  he  impossible  that  any  mBXi  conki  have  the 
ioapudence  to  write  such  a  pamphlet  as  i  have  men<- 
tioned. 

Our  neighbours^  whose  understandingir  ape  jont 
upon  a  level  with  ours  {which  perhaps  are'  none  of 
the  brightest) >  have  a  sipong  coute^ipt  for-' most 
nation^  but  especially  for  Ireland.  '  "f  h«y  iqok 
upon  us  as  a  sort  of  savs^  I  fish,  wlnMai  ^r  an- 
cestors conquered  several  hundred  years  agp.  Ami 
if  I  sbouid  describe  the  Britons  to  you  as  thejt  wera 
ia  Cassar^a  time^  when  they  painted  their  faoaree,  of 
clothed  themselves  with  the  skins  of  beasts,  I  should 
act  full  as  peaaonably  as  they  do!  If  owev^er^  th#y 
are  so  far  to  be  excused  in  relalion  ta  the  present 
aubj^ol,  t^at  hearing  only  one  d^  of  the  qause,  and 
having  neither  opportunity  nor  curiosity  lo  exai^ine 
the  other»  they  believe  a  lie  merely  for  the^r  ease ; 
and.  conclude,  because  Mr  Wopd  pretends  to  ppw«r, 
he  has  sdso  neaboii  on  his  side. 

Therefore,  to  let  you  see  how  this  case  isr.irepr^ 
aeoDted  in  England  by  'Wood  and  bis  adheDents^;  I 
hxve  thought  it  proper  to  eoLtract  ovir  of  ~lhat  pam«* 
fililet  a  few  of  those,  notorioiua  lalsehoQds>  in  point  of 
feet  and  reasoning,  contained  thereifi;  line  know^ 
ledge  whereof  wiU  confirm  tfiy  countryman  in  their 
Qcvfn  fight  sentiments,  when  they  w^  see,  by  com* 
{Karing  both,  how  nuich  their  enemies  are'  in  tlie 
wrong. 

Firsts  the  wiiiftar  positively  asserts,  '^  that  Wood's 
lialfpenca  weve  current  among  us  for  several  months^ 
wit)t  the  universal  approbation  of  aU  people^  with* 
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6at  one  single  gainsayer^  iand  we  alt,  to  a  man, 
tiiought  oursd^es  bappy  in  haTing  them/' 

SeDon<liy>  be  afflrnas,  ^*  that  we  were  drawn  into 
diidike  of  them  f  only  by  some  onnniag,  eviJ'-design- 
ing  men  aihoDg  us,  •  who  appd^ed  thn  f>atent  of 
Wood  to  get  ianotber  for  themselves. ''* 

Thirdly*^  ^  that  those  ifi^lvdHiOfiit  declared  at  first 
against  Wood^s  patent,  wieire  •  the  y^rjjpr  men  who 
intend  to  get  another  fertheir  own  advantag^.'^ 

Foiirthly^  <<  that  our  fMUsUament  and  privy  ^Gounoil^ 
tile  lord  mayor  4md  aidehnen  of-Dublih;  tbe  grand 
juries  and  merchantt^  and  in  shopt  the  whole  king-* 
doim  nay,  the  very  ^gs/' as'his  expres^s  it,  <^  were 
fond  of  those  hulfp<Uioe^  ^  tiU  they  weii^  inflamed  by 
those  few  designing  p^ersons  afon^said/' 

fifthly^  h|e  saye  directly,  is  that-  all  those  who  op* 
posed  th^  faalipenoe,' wiefe, papists,  and  eaemies  to 
King  George."  .    o    ; 

Thus  lar,  I  am  confident,  the  most  ignorant 
among  you  can  safely  swear,  fi>om  your  own  know* 
ledge,  tnat  the  author  is  a  most  notorious  liar  in  every 
article;  the  direct  contrary  beivig  so  manifest  to  the 
whole  kingdom,  that,  if  '6cbaston  required,  might 
get  it  confirmed  undeis  five  hwidred  thoussmd  hands. 

Sixthly,  he  would  persuacte  us,  *^  that  if  we  sell 
five  shillings  worth  of  oui*  goods  or  manufactures  for 
twa  shillings  and  fourpence  worth  of  copper,  al- 
though the'cepper  were  melted  down,  and  that  we 
ooald  get  five  shillings  in  gold  and  silver  for  the  said 
goods;  yet  to  take  tlie  toid  two  shillings  and  four* 
pence  in  copper,  would  be  greatly '  for  our  advanr 


^nd,  lastly,  he  makes  us  a  very  fair  oflfbr,  as  em- 
powered by  Wood,  "  that  if  we  will  take  off  two 
'  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  his  halfpence  for  our 
goiMlS)  and  likewise  pay  him  three  per  cent,  in- 
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teres!  for  thirty  years  f(M*  a  hundred  and  twenty* 
thousand  pounds  (at  which  he  computes  .the. coin- 
age above  the  intrinsic  value  of  the.coj^per)  for  the 
loan  of  his  coin,  he  will  after  that  time  give  us  good 
money  for  what  halfpence  will  be  then  left/' 

Let  me  place  this  offer  in  as  clear  a  light  as  I  can, 
to  show  the  insupportable  villany  tod  impudence 
of  that  incorrigible  wretch.  ,  "First/*  says  he,  "  I 
will  send  two  hundred:  thousand  pounds  of  my  coin 
into  your  country :  the  copper  I  compute: to  be,  in 
real  value,  ^ighty !  thousand  pounds,  and  I  charge 
you  with  a  hundred-  and  twenty  thousand  pounds 
for  the  coinage;  so  thlaft^>yQu  see,  I  lend  you  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  pounds  for  thirty  years ; 
for  which  you  shall  pay  me  three  per  oeht.,  that  is 
to  say,  three  thousand  six  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  which  in  thirty;  years  will  amount  to  a  hun« 
dred  and  eight  thousand  pounds.  And  when  these 
thirty  years  are  expired,'  return  me  my  copper,  and 
I  will  give  you  good  money  for  it/' 

This  is  the  proposal  made  to  us  by  Wood  in  that 
pamphlet,  written  by  pne  of  his  commissioners :  and 
the  author  is  supposed  to  be  the  same  infamous 
Coleby,  one  of  his  under-swearers  at:  the  committee 
of  council,  who  was  tried  for  robbing  the  treasury 
here,  where  he  was  an  under-clerk.    . 

By  this  proposal,  he  will,  first,  receive  two  hun* 
dred  thousand  pounds  in  goods  or  sterling,  for  as 
much  copper  as  he  values  at  eighty  thousand 
pounds,  but  in  reality  not  worth  thirty  thousand 
pounds.  Secondly,  he  will  receive  for  interest  a 
hundred  and  eight  thousand  pounds :  and  when  our 
children  come  thirty  years  hence  to  return  his  half- 
pence upon  his  executors  (for  before  that  time  he 
will  be  probably  gone  to  his  own  place)  those  exe- 
cutors will  very  reasonably  reject  them  as  raps  and 
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counterfeits,  whic^  they  will  be,  and  millions  of 
them  of  his  own  x^oinage. 

Methinks  I  am  fond  of  such  a  dealer  as  this,  who 
mends  every  day  upon  our  bands,  like  a  Dutch' 
reckoning ;  wherein  if  you  dispute  the  unreason- 
ableness and  exorbitance  of  the  bill,  the  landlord 
shall  bring  it  up  every  time  with  new  additions. 

Although  these,  and  the  like  pamphlets,  publish- 
ed by  Wood  in  London,  are'^  altogether  unknown 
here,  where  nobody  could  read  them  without  as 
much  indignation  as  contempt  would  allow ;  yet  I 
thought  it  proper  to  give  you  a  specimen  how  the 
man  employs  bis  ttmd,  where  he  rides  alone  without 
any  creature  to  contradict '-him;  while  our  pkw 
FRIENDS  there  vtroitder  at  our  silence :  and  the  £ng* 
lish  in  general,  if  they  think  of  this  matter  at  all, 
impute  our  refusal  to  wilfulness  or  disaffection^  just 
as  Wood  and  his  hirelings  are  pleased  to  represent. 

But  ailthough  our  arguments  are  '  not  suffered  to 
be  printed  in  England,  yet  the  consequence  will  be 
of  little  moment.  Let  Wood  endeavcmr  to  persuade 
the  people  there,  that  we  ought  to  receive  his  coin; 
and  let .  me  convince  our  people  here,  that  they 
ought  to  reject  it,  under  pain  of  our  utter  undoing; 
and  then  let  him  do  his  best  and  his  worst. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  nmst  beg  leave,  in  all  humi- 
lity, to  tell  Mr  Woody  that  he  is  guilty  of  great  indis-  ' 
cretion,  by  causing  so  honoui*able  a  name  as  that 
of  Mr  Walpole  to  be  mentioned  so  often,  and  in 
such  a  manner,  upon  this  occasion.  A  short  paper 
printed  at  Bristol,  and  reprinted  here,  reports  Mr 
w  ood  to  say,  "  that  he  wonders  at  the  impudence 
and  insolence  of  the  Irish  in  refusing  his  coin,  and 
ivhat  he  will  do  when  Mr  Walpole  comes  to  town." 
Where,  by  the  way,  he  is  mistaken ;  for  it  is  the 
true  English  people  of  Ireland  who  refuse  it,  al- 
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liboiigK  we  taka  it  for  gnmtjBd  thaft  thie  Irish  will  do. 
so  too  whenever  they  are  si3JI(ed>  In  aoolbieff  print- 
ed paper  oC  his  eootriv^iogy  it  ia  iKMiadly  expressed, 
^f'  that  Mr  Walpole  will  or^m  his  baras»  down  our 
tbj?oats/'  Skttnetioips  it  i»  given  out,  '*  that  weizxust 
either  take. thpse  halfpenoe,  or  eat  our  hrogu.es:" 
and  m  another  newfltettep^  hut  o£  yesterday,  we  read» 
**  that  the^same  great  man  has  s^wora  to.  make  us 
swallow  his  coin  in  fire-balk/' 

ThiA  brings  to  my  mind  the*  kcKNwn  story  of  a 
Scotoh^ian,  who,  receiving  the  ^efiAeace  of  deaib 
with  all  the^  cicoiioistanoes  of  hanging,  belieading, 
quartering^  emboweUing,  and  the  Uke,  cried  ojut, 
M.  Wh«fc  need  all  this  CocntiiaY  ?''  jLod  I  think  we 
hiave  reason  to  ask  the  same  question ;  for,  if  we 
Idtieve  Wood,  here  is  a  dinner  ready  for  us ;  and 
ym  $6e  the  bill  of  fare ;  aud  I  am  sorry  the  drink 
was  forgot,  which  might  easily  be  supplied  with 
melted  lead  and  flamiii^  pitch% 

What  vile  words  are  these  to  put  into  the  mouth 
o£a  great  counseUox,  in  high  tri^st  with  his  ma- 
jesty, and  looked  upou  as  a  prime-minister?  If  Mr 
Wood  has  no  better  a  manner  of  representing  hid 
patrons,  when  I  come  to  be  ^  great  man  he  shaU 
never  be  suffered  to  attend  ^t  my  levee.  This  is 
not  the  style  of  ^  great  minister;  it  savours  too 
much  of  the  kettle  and  the  furnace,  and  came  en- 
tirely out  of  Wood's  forge. 

As  fojR  the  threat  of  making  us  eat  our  brogues, 
we  need  not  be  in  pain  ;  for,  if  hip.  coin  should  pass, 
that  unppiite  covering  for  the  feet  would  no  kuager 
he  a  national  reproach ;  because  thevi  we  should 
have  neither  shoe  uof  brogue  left  in  the  kingdom. 
But  here  the  falsehood  of  Mr  Wood  is  fairly  detect- 
ed; lor  I  am  confident  Mr  Walpole  never  heard  of 
a  b(ogue  in  his  whole  lifeL 

10 
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As  ko  *^  swQiiiowiftg  these  hsdfpettcc  ia  fire-?b«lh/' 
it  is  a  story  equally  improbaMe.     For,  Xo  Execute 
this  operation,  the  nvhole  stock  of  Mr  W()od*s  coia 
and  met^  artist  be  melted  ddwn,  and  moulded  into 
hollow  balls  irith  'wiid'^&re^'RO  bigger  than  a  reason* 
a*ble  throat  may  be  able  to  swallow.     Now,  the 
metsd  he  has  prepared,  '9!id  already  coined,  will 
amount  to  at  least  jfifty  millions  of  halfpence,  to  be 
swallowed  by  a  roillioti^tndti'hisdfof^people:  ilotbat, 
allowing  two  halfpe'ttce  to  eadi  ball,  there  will  be 
about  seventeen  balls  of  wild-fire  a-piece  to  be  swal- 
lowed by  evei:y  person  in  tb«  kimgdoipa.^  and  to  ad- 
minister this  dose,  there  cannot  be    con^eniefH^ly 
fewer  than  fifty  thousand  operators,  allowing  one 
operator  to  every  thirty;  which,  considering  the 
squeamishness  of  some^tomadhs,  and  the  peevish- 
ness of  young  children,  is  but  reasonable.      Now, 
under  correctidti  of  better  judgments,  I  think  the 
trouble  and  dharge  of  such  afi  ex^periment  would 
exceed  the  profit;  and  therefore  I  take  this  report 
to  be  spurious,  or,  at  leavSt,  only  a  new  scheme  of 
Mr  Wood  himself;  which,  to  make  it  pass  thebe^lter 
^  'Ireland)  he  would  father  upon  a  mimster  of  staete* 
Btftlwin  -now  demonstrate,  beyond  all  contra- 
diction, that  Mr  Walpole  is  against  this  project  of 
^Mr  Wood,  and  is  an  entire  friend  to  Ireland,  only 
Iby  this  one  iiivincibie  argmnent ;  that  be  has  the 
universal  o^mion  of  being  a  wise  man,  an  able  mi- 
nister, and  in  all  his  proceedings  pursuing  the  true 
'interest  of  the  ki^g  bis  master;  and  that  as  his  in- 
tegrity is  above  ^all  corruption,  so  is  his  fortune  a- 
bove  all  temptatioti.     I  reckon^  ^tl^refore,  we  ai^ 
.perfectly  safe  from  that  corner,  and  shall  never  be 
under  the  necessity  of  contending  with  so  formi- 
dable a-pawer,  but  be  left  to  possess  our  brogues 
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and  potatoes  in  peace,  as  remote  fiioin  thunder  as 
we  are  from  Jupiter  *. 

I  am,- my  dear  countrymen, 

your  loving  fellow  subject, 
fellow-suilerer,  and  humble  servant. 


Abbot  tlie  same  time  with  thk  letter,  appeared  a  broadnside 
sheet,  called  Tom  Pansibi's  Dream,  written  probably  by  Sheridan, 
who  assumes  that  name  in  the  preface  to  the  Art  of  Pun  ning. 
As  it  most  hare  been  published  'vMth  the  Dean's  knowledge,  and 
probably  underwent  his  corrections,  it  has  title  to  a  place  in 
these  notes* 

TOM  PUNSIBPS  DR£AM. 

£ktCtSt  OVH^MV,  Vtfturd  fJl9t  - 

Eli  tX^i*f  TO  If  fX,fic«l0'iV  l/UtV^KIf  fiL%B§9 

AiKoirt  /SttAiviTriv  $ii/imKHf  i^irr.—- Seph.  Elec. 

Since  the  heat  of  this  business,  which  has  of  late  so  much  and 
so  justly  concerned  this  kingdom,  is  at  last  in  a  great  measure 
over,  we  may  venture  to  abate  something  of  onr  former  zeal  and 
Tigour  in  handling  it,  and,  looking  upon  it  as  an  enemy  almost 
oyerthrown,  consult  more  our  own  amusement  than  its  prejudice, 
in  attacking  it  in  light  excursory  skirmishes*  Thus  much  I 
thought  fit  to  observe,  lest  the  world  should  be  apt  to  make  an 
obvious  pun  upon  me ;  when,  beginning  to  dream  upon  this  oc- 
casion, I  presented  it  with  the  nocturnal  rarings  of  an  unguided 
imagination,  on  a  subject  of  so  great  importance  as  the  final  wel<« 
fare  or  ruin  of  a  whole  nation. 

But  so  it  was,  that  upon  reading  one  of  the  Drapter's  letters^ 
I  fell  asleep,  and  had  the  following  dream : 

The.  first  object  that  struck  me  was  a  woman  of  exquisite  bean* 
ty,  and  a  most  majestic  air,  seated  on  a  throne,  whom,  by  tht^ 
figure  of  a  lion  beneath  her  feet,  and  of  Neptune  who  stood  bjr 
her  and  paid  her  the  most  respectful  homage,  I  easily  knew  to 


*  «<  Procul  ^  JoTC;  procul  a  fulmine*' 
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be  ihB  genias  of  ESngland.  At  some  distance  from  her,  (though 
not  at  so  gireat  a  one  as  seemed  to  be  desired,)  I  obseryed  a  ma- 
tron  cloathed  in  robes  so  tattered  and  torn,  that  they  had  not  on- 
ly Tery  nigh  lost  their  original  air  of  royalty  and  magnificence, 
but  eren  exposed  her  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  in  sereral 
I^aoes,  which,  with  many  other  afflictions,  had  so  affected  her 
that  her  natural  beauty  was  almost  efiaced,  and  her  strength  and 
spirits  TCry  nigh  lost  She  hung  over  a  harp,  with  which,  if 
she  sometimes  endearoured  to  sooth  her  melancholy,  she  had  still 
the  misfortune  to  find  it  more  or  less  out  of  tune ;  particularly^ 
when,  as  I  perceired  at  last,-  it  was  strung  with  a  sort  of  wire  of 
so  base  composition,  that  neither  she  or  I  could  make  any  thing 
of  it  I  took  particular  notice  that,  when  mored  by  a  just  sense 
of  her  wrongs,  she  could  at  any  time  raise  her  head,  she  fixed 
her  eyes  so  stedfastly  on  her  neighbour*  sometimes  with  an  hum- 
bio  and  in  treating,  at  others  with  a  more  bold  and  resentful  re- 
gard, that  I  could  not  help  (however  improbable  it  should  seem 
from  her  generous  and  august  appearance,)  in  a  great  measure  to 
attribute  her  misfortunes  to  her ;  but  this  I  shall  submit  to  the 
judgment  of  the  world. 

1  should  now  at  last  mention  her  name,  were  not  these  circum- 
stances too  unhappily  singular  to  make  that  any  way  necessary. 

As  I  was  taken  up  with  many  melancholy  reflections  on  this 
moTing  object,  I  was  on  a  sudden  interrupted  by  a  little  sort  of 
an  uproar,  which,  upon  turning  my  eyes  towards  it,  1  found 
arose  from  a  crowd  of  people  behind  her  throne.  The  cause  it 
seems  was  this : 

There  was,  I  perceived  among  them,  the  god  of  merchandise^ 
with  his  sandals  mostly  of  brass,,  but  not  without  a  small  propor- 
tion of  gold  and  silver,  and  his  wings  chiefly  of  the  two  latter 
metals,  but  allayed  with  a  little  of  the  former.  With  those  he 
used  to  trudge  up  and  down  to  furnish  them  with  necessaries  ; 
with  these  he'd  take  a  flight  to  other  countries,  but  not  so  dex- 
trously  or  to  so  good  purpose  as  in  other  places  of  his  office,  not 
so  much  for  want  of  encouragement  among  them  here,  as  on  ac- 
count of  the  haughty  jealousy  of  theinneighbours,  who,  it  seems, 
dreading  in  them  a  rival,  took  care  to  clip  hb  wings  and  cir- 
cumscribe his  flights ;  die  former,  more  especially,  being  by 
these  and  other  means  so  much  worn,  he  performed  his  office  but 
lamely,  which  gave  occasion  to  some  who  had  their  own  private 
interest  more  at  heart  than  that  of  the  public,  to  patch  u|^  some  of 
the  places  of  his  office  with  a  metal  of  the  same  nature,  indeed, 
but  so  slight  and  base,  that  though  at  first  it  might  serve  to  carry 
him  oh  their  errands,  it  soon  fuled,  and  by  degrees  grew  entirely 
useless ;  insomuch  tlut  he  would  rat&er  be  retarded  than  promot- 
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cd  in  hb  bnsiaeBs ;  adi  this  occasioned  (he  above  dbtarbaioe 
amoDg  his  depeodaots,  who  thereapoo  tamed  their  «je8  towards 
their  mistress,  for /by  this  time  sine  will,  I  presiuae,  be  belter 
koown  by  that  tluia  the  more  homely  and  soejabk  oaaie  of 
neif  hbour,  and  not  daring  of  late  to  say  or  do  any  thing  with* 
out  her  approbation,  made  several  humble  applkatJibM  to  hei^ 
breeching  that  she  would  continue  them  that  Aberty  ei  refitting 
these  implements  themselves^  which  th&  had  .been  fermarly  pisaa* 
ed  graoiooffly  to  allow  them ;   but  these^  howteirer  feawniable^ 
wetfeull  rejected,  whereupon  i  observed  acerlain  parson  (blweaii 
ili-*]ooking  fellow)  from  among  a  great  number  of  p^o^e  that 
stood  beh^d  the  genius  of  England,  who  during  the  wliole^Uftir 
had  kept  his  eyes  intently  fixed  on  his  neighbours,  watching  UM 
their  modojls,  iike  a  hawk  hoTering  over  his  quarry^  and  with 
just  the  same  design :  Him,  i  say,  I  observed  to  turn  oS  hastily, 
and  make  towards  the  throne,  Hrhere  being  arrived,  after  some 
IHneparations  re(ttttsite,  he  preferred  a  petition,  setting  forth  the 
wants  and  lieoessities  (but  taking  care  to  mako  'em  appear  at 
lesst  four  times  greater  than  they  really  were)  of  his  neighbo^ara, 
or  as  he  might  have  more  truly  and  honestly  said,  his  own^  both 
which,  for  the  latter,  though  not  eipmessed,  he  chiefly  intended, 
but  modestly  or  rather  knavishly  left  to  be  understood,  he  beg* 
ged  the  royal  ttdcnse  to  redress^  by  supplying  thsee  "defects  which 
were  the  occasion  of  'em.     This  humble  suppliant,  i  observed, 
both  before  and  after  this  petition,  seemed  to  emfdoy  bis  utmoat 
industry  and  art,  to  iasinuate  himself  into  the  good  graces  of  two 
persons  that  stood  on  each  side  the  throne* ;  the  one  on  the  right 
iras  a  lady  of  a  la^rge  make,  and  swarthy  completion  ;  :die  other 
a  man  that  seemed  to  be  between  Mif  and  sixty,  whd  had  IHI  nir 
of  deep  designing  thought :  These  two  he  mantiged  wilth  a  great 
deal  of  snrt ;  for  the  hidy  he  employed  ail  the  little  arts  that  irtB 
her  sex  ;  particularly  i  observed  that  he  frequently  took  hold  of 
her  hand  as  in  raptures  to  kiss  it,  in  such  a  manner  as  nude  me 
susftcct  she  did  not  always  draw  it  back  enipiy ;  for  this  he  did 
so  shly,  that  it  was  not  easy  for  any  body  to  heoertsiaof  it.  The 
man^  on  the  other  hand^  hie  piled  his  own  wi^  with  poHtios,  ao* 
monArating  to  him  the  several  things  he  had  before  the  throae  ; 
wfaich^  however,  as  might  be  fffesamed  from  his  manner  of  «i^ 
tending  to  them,  seemed  to  make  little  smfw-eseioiL;  bat  when  h^ 
camie  to  lay  before  him  the  i^reat  advnats^  that  might  aoeraa 
from  thcBoe  to  their  mistress,  add  coasequontiy  'tx>  him,  hehenvd 
hhn  with  the  utsMSt  eagerness  and  salisfaotioii  ^  fat  (fost  having 
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liekiflsed  his  hand  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  the  lady's,  and  so 
retired.  By  these  and  the  like  means,  he  soon  brought  over  both 
parties  to  him,  who  with  a  whisper  or  two  procured  him  the 
license ;  whereupon  he  immediately-  fell  to  making  up  a  metal, 
if  it  deserved  the  name,  of  a  very  strange  composition,  where- 
with  he  purposed  to  refit  the  implements  of  that  useful  deity,  but 
in  such  a  manner  that,  for  the  base  metal  he  put  into  them,  he 
would  take  care  to  draw  away  from  them  an  infinitely  more  than 
proportionable  quantity  of  gold  and  siWer,  and  thereby  render  him 
almost  incapable  of  taking  flight  to  foreign  countries ;  nay,  at 
last  perhaps  utterly  so,  when  under  pretence  of  their  not  being 
completed,  he  should  filch  in  more  of  his  metal,  and  filch  away 
more  of  theirs. 

Theise  things  being  therefore  prepared,  he  sends  'em  over  to 
his  neighbours,   and  there  endeavoured  to  get  them  admitted  by 
fair  words  and  promises,  being  too  sensible  that  they  were  not  of  . 
themselves  the  most  willing  to  accept  of  his  favoilr  ;  and  indeM 
he  was  not  deceived  ;  for  they  being  advertised  of  his  designs, 
had  taken  the  alarm,  and  had  almost  to  a  man  united  in  one  com- 
mon  faction  against  him.     This  generous  ardour  had  first  taken 
hold  of  the  most  active  and  important  part ;  and  if  I  may  be  aU 
lowed  thence  to  call  it,  the  heart  of  this  body,  from  thence 
was,  on  otie  side,  by  a  quick  passage,  and  in  its  more  refined  parts, 
communicated  through  the  blood  to  the  contemplative  and  rea* 
loning,  the  head,  which  it  inspired  with  noble  thoughts  and  reso- 
lutions  ;  and  on  the  other,  to  the  inferior  extremities,  which  were 
thereby  rendered  more  expedite  andreadier  to  obey  the  dictates  of 
the  head  in  a  rougher  method  of  opposition ;  from  each  of  which 
extremities,  being  carried  back  to  its  fountain,  it  was  returned  to 
them  from  thence  ;  and  so  backwards  and  forwards  till  the  cifcu. 
lation  and  union    were  confirmed  and  completed;  the  sordid, 
unnatural,  ofifensive  parts,  being  in  the  mean  time  thrown  off  a^ 
dregs  of  nature  and  nuisances  of  human  society ;  but  of  these  in 
so  well-tempered  a  constitution  there  were  but  few ;  however, 
when  there  were  any  to  be  found,  though,  they  had  been  of  the 
most  exalted  nature,  and  bore  most  noble  offices  in  this  body,  by 
any  corruption  become  so,  they  shared  the  common  fate,  with 
this  only  difference,  that  they  were  rejected  with  greater  scorn 
and  contempt  on  account  of  their  former  dignity,  as  was  found  in 
one  notorious  instance.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  among  all  the^ 
parts  that  were  serviceable  to  the  consrtitution  on  this  occasion, 
there  was  not  one  more  so  than  a  certain  one,  whose  name  indeed 
is  not  openly  known,  but  whose  good  offices  and  usefulness  are 
too  great  ever  to  be  forgotten ;  for  it,  by  its  nice  diligence  and 
skill,  delected  out  things  of  the  most  noble  and  exquisite  nature, 
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by  iDfosiBg  and  dispersing  them  to  enliTea  and  inTigoiaiB  tlifl 
whole  body 9  which  how  effectually  they  did. our  bold  projector 
sadly  experienced;  for  finding  all  his  endearours  to  pass  his 
ware  upon  them  disappointed,  he  withdrew :  But  his  patroa  on 
the  other  side,  being  informed  of  what  had  passed,  fell  into  a  most 
terrible  passion,  and  threatened  they  say,  I  know  not  what,  of 
making  to  swallow  and  ramming  down  throats.  But  while  they 
were  in  deep  conference  together,  metbought  all  on  a  sudden 
a  trap-door  dropped,  and  down  fell  our  projector.  This  unex- 
pected accident  did  on  many  accounts  not  a  little  alarm  the 
throne,  and  gaye  it  but  too  great  occasion  to  reflect  a  little  on 
what  had  been  doing,  as  what  a  mean  ordinary  fellow  it  had  en* 
trusted  with  the  care  of  an-affair  of  so  great  consequence,  that 
though  their  neighbour's  refusal  might  possibly  hare  put  him  to 
such  straits  as  might  be  the  great  occasion  of  this  disgrace,  yet 
that  very  refusal  could  not  be  uniTersai  and  resolute  without 
some  reason^  which  could  arise  from  nothing  else  but  the  unsea* 
sonablenessor  un worthiness  of  his  offers,  or  both,  and  he,  conse* 
quently,  might  deserve  as  much  to  suffer  as  they  did ;  now  for  the 
better  information,  therefore,  in  these  surmises,  some  of  the 
neighbours  might  be  consulted,  who  confirmmg  them  things, 
seemed  to  bear  a  good  pace,  and  be  in  a  very  fair  way  of  clearing 
up.  When  I  awoke,  I  cannot  say  whether  more  pleased  at  the 
present  posture  of  affairs,  when  1  recollected  how  indifferent  an 
one  they  had  lately  been  in,  or  anxious,  when  upon  considering 
that  they  were  not  jet  firm  and  settled ;  I  was  led  to  reflect  in 
general  on  the  uncertainty  of  events,  and  in  particular  on  the 
small  reason  the  persons  in  hand  can  have  to  promise  themselves 
prosperous  ones,  especially  when  they  are  depending  in  that  part 
of  the  world. 

Dublin,  printed  in  the  year  1724-5r 
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TO  TUB 


GRAND  JURY, 

CONCERNING    THR    BILL     PREPARING    AGAINST    THK 
PRINTER  OP  THE  DRAPIEr's  FOURTH  LETTER. 


[This  piece,  as  its  title  expresses,  was  publislied  when  the  bill 
against  Hartliiig  was  to  be  brought  before  the  grand  jury ;  and 
there  were  several  other  pieces  printed  at  the  same  time,  to  in- 
fluence their  minds  upon  the  momentous  question  to  be  pre- 
sented to  them.  Among  these  are  some  verses  addressed  to  the 
citizens,  which  appear  among  the  poetry  of  this  volume.] 


Nov.  11, 1724. 

Since  a  bill  is  preparing  for  the  grand  jury  to  find 
against  the  printer  of  the  Drapier's  last  letter,  there 
are  several  things  maturely  to  be  considered  by 
those  gentlemen  before  they  determine  upon  it. 

First,  they  are  to  consider,  that  the  author  of  the 
said  pamphlet  did  write  three  other  discourses  oii 
the  same  subject,  which,  instead  of  being  censured, 
were  u;niversally  approved  by  the  whole  nation,  and 
were  allowed  to  have  raised  and  continued  that  spi- 
rit amoilg  us,  which  has  hitherto  kept  out  Wood's 
coin  'y  for^alI  men  will  grant^  that  if  those  pamphlets 
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had  not  been-written,  his  coin  must  .have  overraa 
the  nation  some  months  ago. 

Secondly,  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  this  pamph- 
let, against  which  a  proclamation  has  been  issued, 
is  written  by  the  same  author :  that  nobody  ever 
doubted  the  innocence  and  goodness  of  his  design; 
that  he  appears,  through  the  whole  tenor  of  it,  to  be 
a  loyal  subject  to  his  majesty,  and  devoted  to  the 
house  of  Hanover>  and  declares  himself  in  a  man- 
ner peculiarly  zealous  against  the  pretender.  And 
if  such  a  writer,  in  four  several  treatises  on  so  nice 
a  subject,  where  a  royal  patent  is  concerned,  and 
where  it  was  necessary  to  speak  of  England  and  of 
liberty,  should  in  one  or  two  places  happen  to  let 
fall  an  inadvertent  expression,  it  would  be  hard  to 
condemn  him,  after  all  the  good  he  had  done,  espe* 
cially  when  we  consider  that  he  could  have  no  pos- 
sible design  in  view  either  of  honour  or  profit,  but 
purely  the  good  of  his  country. 

Thirdly,  it  ought  to  be  well  considered,  whether 
any  one  expression  in  the  said  pamphlet  be  really 
liable  to  a  just  exception,  much  less  to  be  found 
^'  wicked,  malicious,  seditious,  reflecting  upon  his 
majesty  and  his  ministry,"  &c. 

The  two  points  in  that  pamphlet,  which  it  is  said 
the  prosecutors  intend  chiefly  to  fix  on^  are^  first, 
where  the  author  mentions  the  penner  of  the  king's 
answer.  First,  it  is  well  known  Jbis  majesty  is  not 
master  of  the  English  tongue ;  and  therefore  it  is 
necessary  that  some  other  person  should  be  employ- 
ed to  pen  what  he  has  to  say  or  write  in  that  lan- 
guage. Secondly,  his  majesty's  answer  is  not  in 
the  first  person,  but  in  the  third.  It  is  not  said,  wb 
are  concerned,  or  our  royal  predecessors ;  but  his 
MAJESTY  is  concerned,  and  his  royal  predecessors. 
By  which  it  is  plain^  these  are^  properly  not  the 
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words  of  his  noiajesty;  but  supposed  to  be  taken 
from  him,  and  transmitted  hither  by  one  of  his  mi- 
nisters. Thirdly,  it  will  be  easily  seen,  that  the  au- 
thor of  the  pamphlet  delivers  his  sentiments  upon 
this  particular  with  the  utmost  caution  and  respect, 
as  any  impartial  reader  will  observe. 

The  second  paragraph,  which  it  is  said  will  be 
taken  notice  of  as  a  motive  to  find  the  bill,  is  what 
the  author  says  of  Ireland's  being  a  dependent  king^* 
dom  :  he  explains  all  the  dependence  he  knows  of; 
which  is  a  law  made  in  Ireland,  whereby  it  is  enac-^ 
ted,  ^'  that  whoever  is  king  of  England  shall  be  king 
of  Ireland."  Before  this  explanation  be  condemned, 
and  the  bill  found  upon- it,  if  would  be  proper  that 
some  lawyers  should  fully  inform  the  jury  what 
other  law  there  is,  either  statute  or  common,  for 
this  dependency ;  and  if  there  be  no  law,  there  is  no 
transgression. 

The  fourth  thing  very  maturely  to  be  considered 
by  the  jury,  is,  what  influence  their  finding  the  bill 
may  have  upon  the  kingdom  :  The  people  in  gene- 
ral find  no  fault  in  the  Drapier's  last  book,  any  more 
than  in  the  three  former ;  and  therefore,  when  they 
hear  it  is  condemned  by  a  grand  jury  of  Dublin, 
they  will  conclude  it  is  done  in  favour  of  Wood's 
coin  ;  they  will  think  we  of  this  town  have  changed 
our  minds,  and  intend  to  take  those  halFpence,  and 
therefore  that  it  will  be  in  vain  for  them  to  stand 
out :  so  that  the  question  comes  to  this.  Which  will 
be  of  the  worst  consequence  i  to  let  pass  one  or  two 
expressions,  at  the  worst  only  unwary,  in  a  book 
■written  for  the  public  service ;  or  to  leave  a  free 
open  passage  for  Wood's  brass  to  overrun  us,  by 
which  we  shall  be  undone  for  ever. 

The  fifth  thing  to  be  considered  is,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  grand  jury,  being  merchants  and  prin- 
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cispal  shopkeepers,  can  have  no  suitable  iteipptsition 
oiEered  them,  as  a  recompense  for  the  mischief  th.ey 
will  do  and  suffer  by  letting  in  tl^is  CQln )  nor  can 
be  at  any  loss  or  danger  by  rejecting  fcbe  bill.  They 
do  not  expect  any  employments  in  the  state,  to 
make  up  in  their  own  private  advaotageii>  the  de- 
struction of  their  country;  whereas  those  who  go 
about  to  advise^  entice^  or  threaten  them  to  find  that 
bill,  have  great  employments  which  they  h^^ve  a 
mind  to  keep,  or  to  get  greater ;  as  it  was  likewise 
the  case  of  all  those  who  signed  the  proclamation  to 
have  the  author  prosecuted*     And  therefore  it  is 
Icnown,  that  his  grace  the  lord  archbishop  of  Dublin, 
so  Benowned  for  his  piety  and  wisdom,  and  love  of 
his  country,  absolutely  refused  to  condemn  the  book 
or  the  autbor. 

Lastly,  it  ought  to  be  considered  what  conse- 
quence the  finding  of  the  bill  may  have  upon  a  poor 
ionan,  perfectly  innocent;  I  mean  the  printer.     A 
lawyer  may  pick  out  expressions,  and  make  them 
liable  to  exception,  where  no. other  man  is  able  to 
'find  any.     But  how  can  it  be  supposed  that  an  ig- 
norant printer  can  be  such  a  critic  ?  He  knew  the 
.authoi^s  desigp  was  honest,  and  approxred  by  the 
whole  kingdom  :  he  advised  with  friend^,  who  told 
him  there  was  no  harm  in  the  book,  and  b^  could 
see  none  himself :  it  was  sent  him  in  aa  unknown 
.hand ;  but  the  same  in  which  he  received  t^e  three 
former.    He  and  his  wife  have  offered  to  take  their 
•  oaths  that  they  knew  not  the  author.    And  there- 
lore,  to  find  a  bill  that  may  bring  punishm<^nt  up<m 
the  innocent,  will  appear  very  hard,  to  say  po  worse. 
For  it  will  be  impossible  to  find  the  author,  unless 
he  will  please  to  discover  himself;  although  I  won- 
der be  ever  concealed  his  name ;  but  I  suppose 
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what  he  did  at  first  out  of  modesty,  he  continues  to 
do  out  of  prudence.     God  protect  us  and  him. 

I  will  conclude  all  with  a  fable  ascribed  to  De- 
mosthenes. He  had  served  the  people  of  Athens 
with  great  fidelity  in  the  station  of  an  orator ;  when, 
upon  a  certain  occasion,  apprehending  to  be  deliver- 
ed over  to  his  enemies,  he  told  the  Athenians,  his 
countrymen,  the  following  story :  Once  upon  a 
time  the  wolves  desired  a  league  with  the  sheep,  up- 
on this  condition,  that  the  cause  of  strife  might  be 
taken  away,  which  was  the  shepherds  and  mastiffs : 
this  being  granted,  the  wolves,  without  all  fear,  made 
havoc  of  the  sheep  *. 


*  Inflaeoced  by  the  arguments  set  forth  in  the  text,  the  Grand 
Jury  threw  out  the  bill  agMSt  Harding.  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Whitshed,  -who  had  proceeded  witbgi?eat  Tiolenoe  against  Waters, 
the  printer  of  the  Dean's  Proposal  for  the  universal  use  of  Irish 
Manufactures,  showed  the  same  indecorous  eagerness  upon  the 
present  occasion.  He  demanded,  with  passion,  the  reasons  upon 
■which  the  jury  founded  their  verdict  of  Ignaramusy  although  it 
-was  in  fact  requiring  th^m,  contrary  to  the  lyith  tfi^y  had  takai,4p 
^sclose  their  fellows'  counsel  and  their  own.  And  Anally^  when 
he  could  make  no  impression  upon  the  jurors,  he  discharged  them 
in  great  wrath. 

From  two  broadside  ballads  which  were  published  on  the  occa* 
sion,  it  appear^,  that  there  was  amoog  the  jurors  a  person  of 
Ji*rench  extraction,  who  did  not  concur  with  his  brethren  in  opi* 
nion*  One  of  these,  entitled  An  excellent  New  Song,  is  received 
into  thepoetry  of  this  volume;  the  other,  entitled,  A  New  Poem, 
ascribed  to  the  honourable  gentlemen  of  the  late  Grand  Jury^  haa 
no  title  to  that  distinction.  Both  stigmatize  the  coadact  of  the  in^ 
.dU?idaal  juror  alluded  to. 
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[The  Lord  Chief  Justice  Whitshed  had  i|o  sooner  shewn  the  im* 
potent  yiolence  of  his  resentpent,  by  discharging  the  grand 
^ury  that  refused  to  find  the  bill  against  Harding,  the  printer^ 
than  he  received  diverse  broad  hints  of  the  iiiega^itj  of  his  pro. 
ceedjngs.  Amongst  others  the  following  extract  was  generally 
distributed  through  the  Qity  of  Dublin.] 


l^XTRACT  FPOM  A  BOOK  ENTITLBID  "  AN  EXACT  COL- 
LECTION OF  THE  DEBATE  OP  THE  HOUSE  OF  COM- 
MONS, HELD  AT  WESTMINSTER,  OCTOBER  21,  1680,*' 

page  150. 

^^  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons^  in  Eng- 

landy  November  13,  ]  680. 

*^  Several  persons  being  exarnined  about  the  dis- 
missing a  grand  jury  in  Middlesex,  the  house  came 
to  the  following  resolutions  2 

"  Resolved,  that  the  discharging  of  a  grand  jury 
by  any  judge,  before  the  end  of  the  term,  assizes, 
or  sessions,  while  matters  are  under  their  copsider- 
ation,  and  not  presented,  is  arbitrary^  illegal,  de- 
structive to  public  justice,  a  manifest  violation  of  his 
oath,  ^.nd  is  a  means  to  subvert  thp  fundainental 
laws  of  this  kingdom. 

Resolved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  proceedings -of  the  judges  in  Westminster- 
faall ;  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  here- 
in, to  this  house." 

I 
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phe  two  following  seyere  letters  are  directly  addressed  to  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Whitshed,  and  were  generally  circiilated.  They 
probably  underwent  Swift's  correction,  though  they  haye  too 
much  of  a  legal  cast  to  haye  been  written  by  the  Dein  himself. 
They  are  here  inserted  from  two  rare  broad-side  sheets,,  making 
a  material  part  of  this  celebrated  controversy.  They  were  per- 
haps composed  by  Mr  "^Robert  Lindsay,  distinguished  by  Swift 
in  his  letter  to  Lord  Middleton  as  an  eminent  lawyer,  as  well 
as  a  man  of  yirtue  and  learning,  whose  legal  advice  he  used 
4nnog  the  whole  controversy.} 


J  Letter  from  a  Friend  to  the  Right  Hon* 


Celeri,  qnanto  quis  servitio  promptior,  opibm  et  lionoribiis  extoHerentnr : 
Invalido  legnm  anxilio»  quae  vi»  ambita«  postremo  pecunaa  turbabantur^— 
Tatii.  Ail, 


To  THE  RioHT  Honourable 


I  FEA&  your  lordship,  in  your  wonted  zeal  for  the  interest  of 
your  country,  will  think  this  paper  very  unseasonable ;  but  I 
am  very  confident  not  more  than  one  man  of  this  kingdom  will 
be  of  your  lordship's  judgment 

In  matters  of  law,  your  opinion  has  from  our  first  acquaintance 
entirely  guided  me,  and  the  things  you  have  assured  me  I  might 
depended  upon  as  law  have  few  of  them  escaped  ray  memory, 
though  I  have  had  but  little  conversation  with  you  since  you  first 
appeared  in  parliament,  and  moved  the  house  to  resolve,  that  it 
js  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  judges  of  this  kingdom  to  go 
through  their  circuits  ;  nor  have  i  had  any  since  you  fell  sick^ 
and  was  made  solicitor-general. 

I  have  often  heard  your  lordship  affirm,  and  therefore  I  do  af. 
firm  it,  that  the  great  ends  for  which  grand  juries  were  instituted^ 
were  the  support  of  the  government,  the  safety  of  every  man's 
life  and  fortnno  i  it  being  necessary  some  should  be  trusted  to 
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inquire  afte^  all  disturbers  of  the  peace^  that  thej  might  be  prose- 
cuted and  brought  to  condign  punishment ;  and  it  is  no  less  need, 
ful  for  every  man's  quiet  itad  «sfetf,  tiMt  the  trust  of  such  inqui- 
sitions should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  persons  of  understanding  and 
Integrity,  that  will  suffer  no  man  to  be  falsely  accused  or  defamed  ; 
nor  the  lives  of  any  to  be  put  in  jeopardy,  by  the  malicious  con^ 
spiracles  of  great  or  small,  or  the  perjuries  of  any  profligate 
wretches. 

So  material  a  part  of  our  constitution  are  grand  juries,  so  much 
does  the  security  pf  every  subject  depend  upoa  ttheu,  that  .though 
anciently  the  sheriff  was,  by  eipress  law,  chosen  annually  by  the 
people  of  the  county,  and  trusted  with  the  pcy^r  of  the  county, 
yet  the  law  left  not  the  etection  of  grand  juries  to  the  will  of  the 
sh^i^  but  has  described  their  qualifications^  which  if  they  have, 
and  the  sheriff  return  them,  no  man,  nay  no  judge^  can  object  to 
their  being  sworn,  much  less  may  they  to  their  serving  when 
sworn ;  and  to  prevent  the  discretionary  power  (a  new-fashioned 
term)  of  these  judges  over  juries^  you  used  to  say  was  made  the 
statute  of  the  11th  of  Henry  IV. 

Pardon  me,  my  lord,  if  I  venture  to  affirm,  that  a  dissolving 
power  is  a  breach  of  that  law,  or  at  least  an  evasion,  as  eyery 
citizen  in  Dublin  in  Sir  Constantine  Phip's  time  perfectly  under- 
stood, that  disapproving  the  aldermen  lawfully  returned  to  the 
privy-council,  was  in  effect  assuming  the  power  of  ci^oosing  and 
letuming  .  >■«  But  your  lordship  and  (  know  dissolving  and 
disapproving  are  different  terms. 

I  always  understood  from  yowt  lordship  the  trust  and  power  of 
grand  juries  is,  or  ought  to  be  accounted,  amongst  the  greatest, 
and  of  most  concern,  next  to  die  legislative ;  the  honour,  repu- 
tations, fortunesy  and  lives  of  every  maa  being  subject  to  their  oen. 
sure.'  The  kings  of  England  have  an  undoubted  power  of  dissoiring 
parliaments,  but  dissolving^till  one  was  netoiriied  to  their  or  their 
ministers  liking  has  never  been  thought  very  righteous,  and  bea* 
Ten  be  pifbed  never  very  successful. 

I  am' entirely  of- your  lordship's  opinion,  the  oath  of  i|  gmnd 
juryman  is  not  always  sufficiently  considered  by  the  jurors^  whfdk 
is  as  foilovs : 

<<  Yoifi  shallxliligeatly  inquire,  and  true  presentment  makB  of  all 
inch  articles,  matters,  and  things,  as  shall  be  given  you  in  chiU|;e; 
and  of  all.  other  matters  imd  things  as  shall  come  to  your  own 
knowledge,  touching  this  present  serrice^  The  king's  counsel, 
your  fellows',  and  yoi^r  own,  you  shall  keep  seeret/'  Sic.  And 
from,  some  other  men's  heh^vbur,  I  fear  oaths  are  not  always  as 
sacredly  observed  as  they  ought  to  be  :  ^^  the  king's  counsel,  your 
fellows,'  and  your  own,  yo^i  ^hail  keep  secret.''  Though  our 
grandmothers,  my  lord,  might  have  thought  there  was  a  dispens- 
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iflig  pover  ifi  tke  Pope,  you-  and  I  profess  no  power  npon  earth 
can  dispense  with  this  oath  ;  so  tha4:  to  force  a  man  to  discover 
tihe  counsel  he  is  sworn  to  ^^eep,  is  to  force  him  into  direct  per* 

Suppose,  upon  information  taken  before  ypur  lordship  of  a  rape 
committed',  a  bill  c^  indictment  weru  sent  to  a  grand  jury^  and 
the  grand  jury  return  tgnoramus  on  it,  application  is  made  to  the 
court  to  recommend  it  to  them  to  reconsider  it,  and  they  return 
as  foef  )re  ignoramus.  Suppose  a  judge,  with  more  than  decent 
passion,  should  ask  them  their  reasons  (which  is  their  connsel) 
for  so  doing,  nay  should  be  so  particular  as  to  demand  of  them 
whether  they  thought  the  woman  a  whore : — Must  not  all  4;he 
world  conclude  somebody  had  forgot  the  oath  of  a  grand  jury- 
man ?  Yes  sure,  or  his  own,  or  worse.  But  suppose  they  should 
ask  a  juror  a  quesdon  might  crimmate  himself?  My  lord,  you 
know  I  put  not  bare  possibilities,  it  is  generally  belicfved  these 
things  have  been  done  within  an  oak  of  this  town  ;  and  if  I  am 
righdy  informed,  the  restraint  a  jnror  is  under  by  his  oath,  is  so 
well  understood,  thai  a  certain  person  desired  the  cleriL  of  the 
crown  to  change  the  fonn  of  it  by  adding  this  except tioli,*.-^^  unlesi 
by  leave  or  order  of  the  court." 

These  things,  my  lord,  would  seem  strange  in  Westminster- 
Hall,  and  would  be  severely  notsd  in  St  Stephen's  ChapeL  The 
honour  of  the  crown  would  lie  thought  a  very  false,  as  well  as 
:weak  plea  for  such  proceedings  there,  as  indeed  it  is  an  infamous 
one  everywhere  ;  for  'tis  a  scandal  upon  a  king,  if  he  is  repre« 
sented  in  a  court  of  justice  as  if  he  wore  partially  concerned,  or 
father  inclined  to  desire  that  a  party  should  be  found  guilty, 
than  that  he  should  be  declared  innocent 

The  king'^s  interest  and  honour  is  more  concerned  in  the  pro- 
tection of  the  innocent  than  in  the  punishment  of  the  guilty,-  as 
in  all  die  immediate  actions  of  his  majesty  we  find  jthat  maxim 
pnrsued,  a  maxim  can  never  run  a  pria^e  Into  excesses.  We  do 
not  only  find  those  princes  represented-  in  history  under  odious 
characters  who  have  basely  betrayed  the  innjocent,  b4it  such  as 
by  their  spies  and  informers  were  too  inquisitive  aftei*  the  guilty, 
whereas  none  was  ever  blamed  for  clemency,  or  for  being  too 
gentle  interpreters  of  the  law.  Though  Trajan  was  an  excellent 
prince,  endowed  with  all  heroical  virtnes  ;  yet  the  most  eloquent 
writers,  and  his  best  friends,  found  nothing  more  to  be  praked 
in  his  government,  than  that  in  his  t^me,  all  men  might  think 
what  they  pleased,  and  every  man  speak  what  he  thought.  This  I 
say,  that  if  any  amqngsj;  us,  by  viopent  measures,  .and  a  dictato- 
rial behavior,  havo  raised  jealousies  in  the  minds  of  his  m— — y's 
laithfal  subjects^  the  blame  may  lie  at  their  door. 
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I  know  it  has  been  said  for  his  m-*^*y's  service,  grand  jorieif 
may  be  forced  to  discoyer  their  counsels  ;  but  you  will  confess 
a  king  can  do  nothing  against  Jaw^  nor  will  any  honest  man 
judge  that  for  his  seryice  which  is  not  warranted  by  Jaw.  If 
a  constant  uninterrupted  usage  can  give  the  force  of  law,  then  the 
grand  jurymen  are  bound  by  law,  as  well  as  by  their  oaths,  to 
keep  the  king's,  their  fellows',  and  their  own  counsel  secret. 
Bracton  and  Britton  in  their  several  generations  bear  witness 
that  it  was  then  practised ;  and  greater  proof  of  it  needs  Dot 
be  sought,  than  the  disputes  that  appear  by  the  Jaw-books  to 
baTe  been  amongst  the  ancient  lawyers,  Whether  it  was  trea« 
son  or  felony  for  a  grand  juryman  to  discover  their  counsels  ? 
The  trust  of  grand  juries  was  in  those  days  thought  so  sacred, 
and  thdr  secrecy  of  so  great  concern  to  the  idngdom,  that  who* 
soever  should  break  their  oaths,  was  by  all  thought  worthy  to 
die,  only  some  would  have  them  suffer  as  traitors,  others  as 
felons. 

If  a  king's  commands  should  come  to  the  judges  of  a  court 
of  justice  or  to  a  jury,  desiring  them  to  vary  from  the  direc- 
tion of  the  law,  (which  it  is  criminal  to  say,  and  no  man  ought 
to  be  believed  therein)  they  are  bound  by  their  oaths  not  to  re« 
gard  them.  ThesUtute  of  2d  of  £dw.  III.  8th  and  20th  Edw.  III. 
1.  are  express ;  and  the  substanqi  of  these  and  other  statutes  is 
inserted  into  the  oaths  taken  by  every  judge ;  and  if  they  be  un«. 
der  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  tie  in  the  execution  of  justice,  to 
hold  for  nothing  the  commands  of  the  king  under  the  great  seal, 
then  surely  political  views  and  schemes,  the  pleasure  or  displeap 
sure:  of  a  minister,  in  the  like  case,  ought  to  be  less  than  no* 
thing. 

It  is  a  strange  doctrine  that  men  must  sacrifice  the  law  to  se- 
cure their  properties.  If  the  law  is  to  be  fashioned  for  every  oc« 
casion ;  if  grand  jurymen,  contrary  to  their  oaths,  must  discover 
their  fellows'  and  their  own  counsels,  and  betray  the  trust  the 
law  has  reposed  in  them ;  if  they  must  subject  the  reasons  of 
their  verdicts  to  the  censure  of  the  judges,  whom  the  law  did  ne- 
Ter  design  to  trust  with  the  liberty,  property,  or  good  name  of 
.their  fellow  subjects,*- no  man  can  say  he  has  any  security  for 
his  life  or  fortune,  and  they  who  do  not  themselves,  may  how- 
ever see  their  best  friends  and  nearest  relations  suffer  the  utmost 
violences  and  oppressions. 

Which  leads  me  to  say  a  few  words  of  the  petit  jury,  not  for- 
getting Mr  Walters.  I  am  assured  by  an  eminent  lawyer,  that  tlie 
power  and  office  of  a  petit  jury  is  judicial ;  that  they  only  are 
the  judges  from  whose  sentence  the  indigent  are  to  expect  life  or 
death.    Upon  their  integrity  and  understanding  the  lives  of  all 
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that  are  brougbt  in  judgment  do  ultimatelj  depend ;  from  their 
Terdict  there  lies  no  appeal,  by  finding  guilty  or  not  guilty. 
They  do  complicately  resolve  both  law  and  fact.  As  it  hath 
been  the  law,  so  it  hath  always  been  the  custom  and  practice  of 
these  juries  (except  as  before)  upoft  all  general  issues,  pleaded  in 
cases  civil  as  well  as  criminal,  to  judge  both  of  the  law  and  fact. 
So  it  is  sud  in  the  report  of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Vaughan  in 
Bushell's  case,  that  these  juries  determine  the  law  in  all  matters 
where  isstue  is  joined  and  tried,  in  the  principal  case,  whether  the 
issue  be  abont  trespass  or  debt,  or  decision  in  assizes,  or  a  tort, 
or  any  such  like ;  unless  they  should  please  to  give  a  special  ver- 
dict, with  an  implicate  faith  in  the  judgment  of  the  court,  to 
which  none  can  oblige  them  against  their  wills* 

It  is  certjkin  we  may  hope  to  see  the  trust  of  a  grand  juryman 
best  discharged  when  gentlemen  of  the  best  fortunes  and  under* 
standings  attend  that  service ;  but  it  is  as  certain  we  must  never 
expect  to  see  such  men  or  juries,  if,  for  dififering  with  a  judge 
in  opinion^  when  they  only  are  the  lawful  judges,  they  are  lia« 
ble  to  be  treated  like  villains',  like  perjurers,  and  enemies  to 
their  king  and  country  ;  I  say,  my  lord,  such  behaviour  to  ju. 
ries  will  make  all  gentlemen  avoid  that  duty,  and  instead  of 
men  of  interest,  of  reputation,  and  abilities,  our  lives,  our  for. 
tunes,  and  our  reputations  must  depend  upon  the  basest  and 
meanest  of  the  people. 

I  know  it  is  commonly  said,  boni  judicis  est  ampUare  jurism 
dictionem.  But  I  take  that  to  be  better  advice,  which  was  gi« 
ven  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon  upon  swearing  a  judge: 
That  he  would  take  care  to  contain  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
within  the  ancient  mere-stones,  without  removing  the  mark. 

I  intend  to  pay  my  respects  to  your  lordship  once  every 
month  'till  the  meeting  of  the  parliament,  when  our  betters  may- 
consider  of  these  matters,  and  therefore  will  not  trouble  you  with 
any  more  on  this  subject  at  present ;  but  conclude,  most  heartily 
praying  — — 

That  from  depending  upon  the  will  of  a  judge,  who  may  be 
corrupted  or  swayed  by  his  own  passions,  interests,  or  the  im- 
pulse of  such  as  support  him,  and  may  advance  him  to  great- 
er honours,  the  God  of  mercy  and  of  justice  deliver  thb  na. 
tion. 

I  am,  my  lord, 
Tour  lordship's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

December  1,  1 724.  N.  N* 
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A  Second  Letter  from  a  Friend  to  the  Sight  Honourable 


tJbi  fiemel  recto  deeratnm  est  in  |>neceps  pervepitnr       o  rectis  in  vitia,  ■ 

yitiis  Id  prava,  a  pravis  in  prsbcipitia.     VelU  Pater. 

»• 

Self-love  i»  the  love  of  one's  self,  and  of  every  thing   else  tor  one's  own 
sake :  It  makes  a  man  the  idolater  of  himself^  and  the  tyrant  of  others. 

Rochrfimeandi^ 


My  Lord» 

I  THINK  the  best  service  men  employed  by  his  majesty  can  do 
for  him  and  this  country,  is  to  shew  such  prudence  and  temper 
in  their  behaviotirs  as  may  convince  every  man  they  are  not  in- 
trusted with  any  power  but  what  is  necessary,  and  will  always  be 
exercised  for  the  advantage  and  security  of  his  majesty's  subjects. 

For  my  own  part  I  hold  it  the  duty  of  every  man,  though  he 
has  not  the  honour  of  serving  his  majesty  in  public  employment, 
not  only  not  to  misrepresent  the  actions  of  his  servants^  but,  in 
matters  of  small  concern,  to  wink  at  their  follies  and  mistakes* 
I  know  the  Jacobites  and  Papists,  our  irrecon'cileable  enemies, 
are  too  watchful  to  lay  hold  of  every  occasion  to  misrepresent  his 

]^ y^  and  torn  the  faults  of  ambitious  and  self-interested  ser- 

yants  upon  the  best  of  kings. 

I  hear  some  men  say,  that  in  my  last  to  your  lordship,  there 
appears  more  of  the  satyrist  than  becomes  a  man  engaged  merely 
in  the  defence  of  liberty  and  justice :  but  I  am  satisfied  I  can 
with  charity  affirm,  they  are  either  such  as  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  several  steps  have  been  taken  to  bring  this  poor  country  into 
ruin  and  disgrace,  or  they  are  of  *  the  number  of  tho^  who  have 
had  a  share  in  the  actings  and  contrivances  against  it ;  for;  my 
lord,  he  must  rather  be  ah  insensible  stoic  than  an  angry  cynic, 
who  can  survey  the  measures  of  some  meuwithoUt  horror  and  in. 
dignation. — To  see  men  act  as  if  they  had  never  taken  an  oath  of 
fidelity  to  their  king,  whose  interest  is  inseparable  from  that  of 
his  people,  but  had  sworn  to  support  the  ruinous  projects  of 
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abaundooed  men  (of  whaterer  taction)  must  rouse  the  most  lethar- 
gic, tf  honest  soul. 

I  who  have  always  prolessed  myself  a  whig,  do  confess  it  has 
mine. 

I  beg  lieare,  in  this  place,  to  explain  what  I  intended  in  my  last, 
bjthe  words,  **  unless  by  leave  or  order  ofthecouH,*Mest  whilst 
I  plead  for  jiistrce  I  should  do  an  injury  to  your  lordship. 

I  do  declare  I  never  heard  that  story  of  your  lordship,  and  I 
bope  no  man:  did  believe  it  of  you.  My  intention  was,  hy  that 
hirrt,  to  remember  you  of  Judge  U — p— n,  and  a  certain  assizes 
held  at  Wlcklow,  as  I  believe  your  lordship  understood  it,  and 
as  I  now  desice  alt  the  world  may. 

Having  learned  from  your  lordship  and  other  lawyers  of  un- 
doubted abilities,  that  no  ju^e  ought,  by  threats  or  circumven- 
tion, to  mfike  a  grand.jury.man  discover  the  king's  counsels,  his 
fellows'}  or  his  crwn,  I  should  not  at  present  say  any  thing  in  sup- 
port of  that  position;  but  that  I  find  a  most  ridiculous  and  false 
explanation  seem  to  mislead  some  men  in  that  point :  Say  they, 
by  the  word  counsel  is  understood  such  bills  as  are  before  the 
giaod-jary,  and  the  evidence  the  prosecutors  for  the  crown  have 
to  support  the  charge  against  the  subject ;  lest  that  being 
known,  the  party  indictable*  may  fly  from  justice,  or  he  may  pro- 
care  false  witnesses  to  discredit  the  evidence  for  the  king,  or  he 
may,  by  bribes  and  other  indireot  measures,  take  off  the  witnesses 
for  the  crown. 

I  confess  I  take  that  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  word  counsel, 
but  I  am  certain  that  is  not  all  that  is  meant  by  it ;  that  is  what 
most  be  understood  when  it  is  called  the  king's  counsel,  id  est^ 
the  counsel  ot  reasons  for  which  the  king,  by  his  servants,  his 
attomey.general,  or  coroner,  has  drawA  and  sent  to  the  grand- 
jary,  a  charge  against  a  subject 

Hut  the  counsel  of  a  juror  is  a  different  thing ;  it  is  the  evidence, 
the  motives,  and  reasons  that  induce  him  or  his  fellow  jurors  to 
SBkj  bilia  vera,  or  ignoramus^  and  the  opinion  he  or  they  happen 
to  be  of  when  the  question  is  put  by  the  foreman  for  finding  or 
not  finding :  This  counsel  every  man  is  sworn  to  keep  secret, 
that  so  their  opinion  and  advice  may  not  be  of  prejudice  to  them 
hereafter ;  that  as  they  are  sworn  to  act  without  favour  or  af- 
fection, so  may  they  also  act  without  fear.  Whereas,  were  it 
otherwise,  the  spirit  of  revenge  is  so  universal,  there  are  but  few 
cases  wherein  a  juror  could  act  with  safety  to  himself:  Either  the 
prosecuted,  as  where  the  bill  is  found,  or  the  prosecutor,  where 
it  is  returned  ign&rafnttSy  may  contrive  to  defame  the  jurors  who 
difier  from  thmn  in  opinion,  as  1  am  told'  has  happened  to  some 
Tery  honest  citizens  who  are  represented  to  be  Jacobites  since 
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fheir  opinions  irere known  to  be  against  >  •    ■  r-i 

And  sometimes  reyenge  or  ambition  may  prompt  men  to  carry  it 
farther,  as  in  the  case  of  Mr  Wilmer,  who^  in  King  Charles  the 
Second's  time,  was  very  severely  handled  for  being  one  of  the  ig^ 
noramus  jury.  It  is  not  necessary  to  say  whom  he  disobliged  by 
being  so.         But,  if  I  remember  right,  his  case  was  this. 

He  was  a  merchant  (and  as  I  sa'«d,  an  ignoramus  juryman),  had 
coTenanted  with  a  servant  boy  to  serve  him  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  accordingly  sent  him  beyond  sea.  Upon  suggestion  and  af* 
fidavit,  by  which  any  person  might  have  it,  a  writ  de  homine  re» 
plegiando  was' granted  against  Mr  Wilmer ;  the  sheriffs  would 
have  returned  on  the  writ  the  agreement  and  the  boy's  consent, 
but  the  court,  (in  the  case  of  this  Wilmer,)  Easter,  34.  cha.  ii.  in 
B.  R.  ruled  they  must  return  replegiari  fecimusy  or  elangavitf 
that  is,  they  had  replevy'd  the  boy,  or  that  Wilmer  had  carried 
him  away  where  they  could  not  find  him  ;  in  which  last  case  Mr 
Wilmer,  though  an  innocent  person,  must  have  gone  to  goal  un- 
til he  brought  the  boy  into  court,  or  he  must  have  b^n  out*- 
lawed.-*— Shower's  Rep.  2.  Part. 

I  do  not  say  this,  that  I  think  the  same  thing  will  be  practised 
again,  or  any  thing  like  it,  though  I  know  that  very. homely  pro. 
verb,  more  ways  lof  killing  a  dog  than  hanging  him.— -But  I  in- 
stance it  to  shew  the  counsels  of  every  grand  juryman  shonld  be 
kept  secret,  that  he  may  act  freely,  and  without  apprehensions  of 
resentment  from  the  prosecuted  or  prosecutor. 

.  My  reHolution,  when  I  writ  to  you  last,  was  not  to  have  said  any 
thing  in  this  concerning  the  powers  of  dissolving  or  dispensing; 
but  as  1  have  been  forced  to  say  something  of  the  dispensing,  for 
the  same  reason  I  must  of  the  dissolving  power — a  power  un- 
doubtedly in  effect  including  that  of  returning,  ivhich  makes  me 
wish  two  men  of  great  interest  in  this  kingdom,  differing  in  every 
other  thing,  had  not  undertaken  to  defend  it,  or  they  had  better 
reasons  for  it  than  1  have  yet  heard. 

'Tis  said,  ^^  this  power  is  in  the  court,  as  a  right  of  resistance  is 
in  the  people,  as  the  people  have  a  power  superior  to  the  prero- 
gative of  the  prince,  though  no  written  or  express  law  for  it;  so, 
of  necessity,  though  no  statute  directs  it,  and  it  may  seem  to  over- 
turn the  greatest  security  men  have  for  their  liberties^  yet  the 
court  has  a  power  of  dissolving  grand.jttries,  if  they  refuse  to  find 
or  present  as  the  court  shall  direct." 

Pray  let  us  consider  how  well  this  concludes. 

The  people  may  do  any  thing  in  defence  of  their  lives,  thdr  re- 
ligion, and  liberties,  and  consequently  resistance  is  lawful ;  there- 
fore an  inferior  court,  a  bene  placUo  judge  may>  ■  Monstrous 
absurdity ! 
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Another,  I  am.  sorry  I  cannot  say  more  modest,  argamnkt  to 
support  it  is  this. — 

"  Considering,  say  they,  grand  juries,  it  is  but  reasonable 
a  discretionary  power  of  dissol?ing  them  should  be  lodged  in  the 
judges*" 

By  the  words,  considering  grand  juries,  I  must  understand^ 
considering  their  understanding,  their  fortunes^  or  their  integrity  ; 
for  from  a  want  of  one  or  more  of  those  qualifications  must  arise 
the  reason  of  such  a  discretionary  power  in  the  judges. 

Though  I  shall  not  urge  it  as  far  as  I  could,  1  will  venture  to 
say  the  argument  is  at  least  as  strong  the  other  way— considering 
the  judges.; 

First,  as. to  their  understandings,  it  must  be  confessed  the 
benches  are  infinitely  superior  to  the  lower  professors  of  the  law  : 
Yet  surely  it  cannot  give  offence  to  say  the  gentlemen  of  the  se- 
veral counties  have  understandings  sufficient  to  discharge  the  duty 
of  grand  jurymen. — If  want  of  fortune  be  an  objection  to  grand 
jurymen,  a  pari  ratione  it  is  an  objection  to  some  other  men. 
Besides  that,  the  fact  is  not  true,  for  in  their  circuits,  no  judge 
goes  into  any  county  where  he  does  not  meet  at  least  a  dozea 
geatlemen  returned  upon  every  grand  jury,  every  one  of  whom 
have  better  estates  than  he  himself  has— —and  the^e  not  during 
pleasure ;  which  last  consideration  saves  me  the  trouble  of  shew- 
ing the  weakness  of  the  objection  in  the  third  qualification. 

Ay.  But  it  was  a  necessary  expedient  to  keep  out  Wood's 
l)rass« 

Are  the  properties  of  the  commons  of  this  kingdom  better  se- 
cured by  the  knight.errantry  of  that  day  ?  In  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  what  are  we  to  believe  ?  Has  the  undaunted  spirit,  the 
tremendous  voice  of frightened  Wood  and  his  ac- 
complices from  any  further  attempts  ?  Or  ralher  has  not  the  rea- 
dy compliance  of  encouraged  them  to  further  trials  ? 
The  officers  and  attendants  of  his  court  may  tremble  when  he 
frowns,  but  who  else  regards  it  more  than  they  do  one  of  Wood's 
farthings. 

<<  There  is  no  comparison,  says  another,  between  the  affair  of 

Sir  W.  Scroggs  and  this  of Sir  W.  discharged  a  grand 

jury  because  they  were  about  to  present  the  Duke  of  York  for 

being  a  Papist,  but discharged  the  grand  jury  for  not 

presenting  a  paper  he  recommended  to  them  to  present  as  scanda- 
lous, (and  in  which,  I  say,  he  was  a  pa.rty  reflected  on.") 

I  agree  there  is  a  mighty  difierence,  but  whom  does  it  make 
for? 

A  grand  jury  of  a  hundred  (part  of  a  county)  takes  upon  them 
to  present  a  no  less  considerable  person  than  the  kiag'ji  brother 
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mnd  heir  presumptiTe  of  the  crown  ;  the  chief- justice  thinks  this 
a  matter  of  too  niDch  moment  for  men  of  such  to  meddle  in,  but 
a  matter  more  proper  for  the  consideration  of  parliament.  I  would 
not  be  nnderstood  to  condemn  the  jury  ;  1  think  they  acted  as 
became  honest  Englishmen  and  lovers  of  their  cook  try  ;  but  I 
say,  if  judges  could  in  any  case  be  allowed  to  proceed  by  rules  of 
policy,  surely  here  was  a  sufficient  excuse.  HoweTer  the  com- 
mons impeached  him. 

The  determinations  of  ignorant  or  wicked  judges,  as  they  are 
•precedents  of  little  weight,  so  they  are  but  of  little  danger,  and 
therefore  it  will  become  the  commons  at  all  times  to  animaidYert 
most  carefully  upon  the  actions  of  the  most  knowing  men  in  that 
profession. 

1  say,  my  lord,  at  all  times,  because  I  hear  former  merit  is 
pleaded  to  screen  this  action  from  any  inquiry. 

I  am  sepsible  much  is  due  to  the  man  who  has  always  preferred 
the  public  interest  to  his  private  advantages  as  ■  has 

done.  When  a  man  has  signalized  himself,  when  he  has  suffered 
for  that  principle,  he  deserves  universal  respect.  Yet  men  should 
act  agreeably  to-  the  motive  of  that  respect,  and  not  ruin  the  li- 
berty of  their  country  to  show  their  gratitude  ;  and  so,  my  lord, 
where  a  man  (las  the  least  pretence  to  that  character^  1  think  His 
best  to  pass  over  small  offences,  but  never  such  as  will  eotail  dan* 
ger  and  dishonour  upon  us  and  our  posterity. 

The  Romans,  my  lord,  when  a  question  was  in  the  senate, 
whether  they  should  ransom  fifteen  thousand  citizens  who  had 
merited  ranch,  by  their  former  victories,  but  losing  one  battle 
were  taken  prisoners  ?  were  determined  by  the  advices  of  that 
noble  Roman  Attilius  Regnlus,  not  to  redeem  them,  as  men  un- 
worthy their  farther  care,  though  probably  it  was  their  misfor- 
tunes not  their  fauks  lost  that  day : 

Fla^itio  addicis 
Damnum :  ncque  omissos  colores 
JLana  refert  niedieata  fuco : 

He  thought  they  were  not  worthy  to  be  trusted  again :  — — — i— 
To  show  them  pity,  in  his  mind,  would  betray  the  Romans  ta 
perpetual  danger :  £t  exemplo  trahenti 

Pemiciem  veniens  in  aevum 
Si  non  peiiret  immiseiabilis 
Capliva  pubes. 

I  hear  some  precedents  have  been  lately  found  oat  to  justify 
that  memorable  action  ;  but  if  precedents  must  contronl  reason 
and  justice,  if  a  man  may  swear  he  will  keep  his  coonsds  secrot, 
HAd  yet  by  precedents  may  ye  forced  to  diTulge  them^  I  wouU 
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geotleraea  yery  seriously  to  cdasider  the  danger  we  are  in  ; 
and  examiae  what  precedents  there  are  on  each  side  of  the  ques* 
tion ;  for  my  part  I  think  the  commons  of  England  are  not  a  worse 
precedent  than  the  judges  of  England. 

Besides  It  most  be  remembered  that  precedents  in  some  cases 
will  not  excnse  a  judge,  even  where  they  are  according  to  thenn* 
doabted  law  of  the  land ;  as,  for  instance, 

Suppose  a  man  says  wiiat  is  true,  not  knowing  It  to  be  truCi 
though  it  be  logically  a  trutb  as  it  is  distinguished,  yet  it  is  mo- 
rally false;  and  so,  suppose  a  judge  give  judgment  according  to 
law,  not  knowing  it  to  be  so,  as  if  ne  did  not  know  the  reason  of 
it  at  that  time,  but  bethought  himself  of  a  reason  or  precedent 
for  it  afterwards,  though  thie  judgment  be  legal  and  according  to 
precedent,  yet  the  pronouncing  of  it  is  unjust;  and  the  judge 
shall  be  condemned  in  the  opinions  of  all  men  :  As  happened  to  the 
Lord  Chief  Justice  Pophum,  a  persbn  of  great  learning  and  parts^ 
who,  upon  the  trial  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  when  Sir  Walter  ob* 
jected  to  reading  or  giving  in  eridcnce  Lord  Cobham's  affidavit^ 
taken  iu  his  absence,  without  producing  the  lord  fkce  to  face,  the 
lord  being  then  forthcoming,  the  chiet  justice  over-ruled  the  ob- 
jection, and  was  of  opinion  it  should  be  given  in  evidence  against 
Sir  Walter  ;  and,  summing  up  the  evidence  to  the  jttry,  the  chief- 
justice  said^  just  then  it  came  into  his  mind,  why  the  accuser 
sdhookl  not  come  face  to  face  to  the  prisoner,  because,  &c.    Now 
if  aay  judge  has  since  found  precedents,  or  has  since  picked  up 
the  opinion  of  lawyers,  I  fear  he  will  come  within  the  case  1  have 
pot* 

i  foresee,  if  ever  this  question  happens  to  be  debated,  yon 
know  where,  gentlemen  will  be  divided ;  some  will  be  desirous  to 
do  their  country  justice,  and  free  us  from  »U-#ature  danger  of  this 
kind ;  others  upon  motives  not  quite  so  laudable,  will  strive  to 
screen,  and  with  others  private  friendship  will  prevail :  fiut  £ 
would  recommend  to  your  friends,  who  really  love  their  coun* 
try,  to  consider  the  several  circumstances  concurring  in  your 
lordship  which  probably  may  not  in  your  successor  :  Let  them 
suppose  a  person  were  to  fill  your  place  from  whose  manifest  ig^ 
Bomnoe  in  the  law,  we  may  reasonably  conclude,  his  only  merit 
is  an  inveteracy  and  hatred  to  this  country  :  1  say  how  could 
your  best  friends  excuse  themselves,  if,  in  regard  to  your  lord* 
^Ip,  they  should  suffer  such  a  precedent  to  be  handed  down  to 
such  a  man,  unobserved  or  un censured  ? 

IsTenit  etiam  asmnlos  infaelix  nequitia«— Ambitious  men  have 
fiot  always  been  deterred  by  the  unhappy  fate  of  their  predeqes- 
eors,  Quid  si  floreat  vigeatqncv?  But  what  lengths  will  they  run  if 

injustice  and  corruption  shall  ridd  triumpliant  i 


[    212     ] 

Had  somebody  received  a  reprimand  upon  his  knees  in  a  pro- 
per place,  for  treating  a  printer's  jury  like  men  conyicted  of  per- 
jury,  forcing  tbem  to  find  a  special  Terdict,  I  dare  to  say  he  had 
not  been  quite  so  hardy  as  to  have  discharged  the  grand  jury  or 
treated  them  in  the  manner  he  did,  because  they  had  not  an  impli- 
cit faith  in  the  court ;  nor  had  he  dared  not  to  receive  a  present- 
ment made  by  the  second  grand  jury  against  Wood's  farthings, 
upon  pretence  it  was  informal,  which  I  mention  because  the 
worthy  Drapier  has  mistaken  the  fact.. 

Some  of  your  lordship's  screens,  I  hear,  advise  you  to  show 
great  humility  and  contrition  for  what  is  past,  as  the  only  means 
to  appease  the  just  indignation  all  sorts  of  men  have  conceived a« 
gainst  you.  Were  I  well  secured  you  will  not  recommend  this  let- 
ter to  the  next  graud  jury  to  be  presented.  I  could  give  you  more 
seasonable  advice ;  but,  happen  as  it  may^  I  will  venture  to  give 
you  a  little. 

Fawning  and  cajoling  will  have  but  little  effect  on  those  who 
have  had  the  honour  of  your  acquaintance  these  ten  years  past; 
for  Caligula,  who  used  to  hide  his  head  if  he  heard  the  thunder, 
would  piss  upon  the  stktues  of  the  gods  when  he  thought  the  dan- 
ger over.  ■■   ■      A  better  expedient  is  this,  — 

Tell  men  the  Drapier  is  a  Tory  and  a  Jacobite.  That  he  writ 
the  Conduct  of  the  Allies*  That  he  writ  not  his  letter  with  a  de- 
sign to  keep  out  Wood's  halfpence,  but  to  bring  in  the  pretender; 
persuade  them,  if  you  can,  the  dispute  is  no  longer  about  the  pow- 
er of  judges  over  juries,  nor- how  much  the  liberty  of  the  subject 
is  endangered  by  dissolving  them  at  pleasure,  but  that  it  is  now 

become  mere  Whig  a\id  Tory,  a  dispute  between  his  m y's 

friends  and  the  Jacobites  ;  and  it  were  better  to  see  a  thousand 
grand  juries  discharged,  than  the  Tories  carry  a  question  though 
in  the  right.  Hoc  vulnera  pro  liheriate  puhlica  except^  hunc  ocm 
culum  pro  vobis.impendL  Try  this  cant,  pin  a  cloth  over  your 
eyes,  look  very  dismal,  and  cry,  ^^  I  ^as  turned  out  of  employ- 
ment, when  the  Drapier  was  rewarded  with  a  D— — y."  I 
say,  my  lord,  if  you  can  once  bring  matters  thus  to  bear,  I  hare 
not  the  least  doubt  you  may  escape  without  censure. 

To  your  lordship's  zeal  and  industry,  without  doubt,  is  owing, 
that  the  Papists  and  the  Tories  have  not  delivered  this  kingdom 
oyer  to  the  pretender;  so  Caesar  conquered  Pompey  that  Legum 
Muctor  et  eversor^  a,Qd  it  was  but  just  the  liberty  and  laws  of 
Rome  should  afterwards  depend  upon  his  will  and  pleasure.  The 
Drapier  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Molesworth,  has  made  a  fair  offer ; 
secure  his  country  from  Wood's  coinage,  tiien  condemn  all  he  has 

writ  and  said  as  false  and  scandalous;  when  your  lordship  does  as 
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much,  I  must  confess  it  will  be  somewbat  difficult  to  discoyer  tlw 
impostor. 

Thus,  to  keep  my  word  with  jour  lordship,  I  have,  much  a- 
gainst  my  inclinations  writ  this,  which  shall  be  my  last  upon  the 
ungrateful  subject.  If  I  haye  leisure,  and  find  a  safe  opportunity 
of  giying  it  to  the  printer,  my  next  shall  explain  what  has  long 
duped  the  true  Whigs  of  this  kingdom.  I  mean  honesty  in  the 
worst  of  times. 

Though  your  lordship  object  to  my  last,  that  what  I  write  was 
taken  out  of  Lord  Cooke,  Lord  Sommers,  Sir  William  Jones,  or 
the  writings  of  some  other  great  men,  yet  I  will  yenture  to  end 
this  with  the  sentiments  of  Philip  de  Comines,  upon  some  thoro. 
going  courtiers. 

'^  If  a  sixpenny  tax  is  to  be  raised,  they  cry  by  all  means  it 
ought  to  be  double.  If  the  prince  is  offended  with  any  man,  they 
are  directly  for  hanging  him.  In  other  instances,  they  maintain 
the  same  character.  Aboye  all  things,  they  adyise  their  king  to 
make  himself  terrible,  as  they  themselyes  are  proud,  fierce,  and 
oyerbearing,  in  hopes  to  be  dreaded  by  that  means,  as  if  authority 
and  place  were  their  inheritance." 
I  am,  my  lord, 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most 
j^umble  servant^ 

Jan,  4,  1724-5,  N,  N. 
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THE  PRESENTMENT 
or 

THE  GRAND  JURY 

OF  THE  COUNTY  OP  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN. 


[The  diicliarge  of  the  Grand  Jury  produced  no  change  upon  po. 
pnlar  opinion.  The  next  Grand  Jurj  which  was  summoned, 
immediately  made  the  foUowing  presentment  of  Wood's  half- 
pence as  a  nuisance,] 


tY  HERSAS  several  great  quantities  of  base  metal 
coined,  commonly  called  Wooffs  halfpencCy  have 
been  brought  into  the  port  of  Dublin,  and  lodged  in 
several  houses  of  this  city,  with  an  intention  to  make 
them  pass  clandestinely  among  his  majesty's  sub- 
jects of  this  kingdom,  notwithstanding  the  addres- 
ses of  both  houses  of  parliament,  and  the  privy-coun- 
cil, and  the  declarations  of  most  of  the  corporatioos 
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of  this  city  against  the  said  coin :  And  whereas  his 
majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  leave  his 
loyal  subjects  of  this  kingdom  at  liberty  to  take  or 
refuse  the  said  halfpence  : 

We,  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  the  city  of 
Dublin,  this  Michaelmas  term,  17^4,  having  entire- 
ly at  heart  his  majesty's  interest,  and  the  welfare  of 
our  country,  and  being  thoroughly  sensible  of  the 
great  discouragements  which  trade  hath  suffered  by 
the  apprehensions  of  the  said  coin,  wheteof  we 
have  already  felt  the  dismal  effects;  and  that  the 
currency  thereof  will  inevitably  tend  to  the  great 
diminution  of  his  m^esty's  revenue,  and  the  ruin  of 
us  and  our  posterity,  do  present  all  such  persons  as 
have  attempted,  or  shall  endeavour  by  fraud,  or 
otherwise,  to  impose  the  said  halfpence  upon  us, 
contrary  to  his  majesty's  most  gracious  intentions, 
as  enemies  to  his  majesty's  government,  and  to  the 
safety,  peace,  and  welfare  of  all  his  majesty's 
subjects  of  this  kingdom ;  whose  affections  have 
been  so  eminently  distinguished  by  their  zeal  to 
his  illustrious  family,  before  his  happy  accession 
to  the  throne,  and  by  their  continued  loyalty  ever 

since. 

As  we  do,  with  all  just  gratitude,  acknowledge 
the  services  of  all  such  patriots  as  have  been  emi-* 
nently  zealous  for  the  interest  of  his  majesty  and 
this  country,  in  detecting  the  fraudulent  imposition 
of  the  said  Wood,  and  preventing  the  passing  of  his 
base  coin ;  so  we  do,  at  the  same  time,  declare  our 
abhorrence  and  detestation  of  all  reflections  on  his 
majesty  and  his  government ;  and  that  we  are  ready, 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  defend  his  most  sa- 
cred majesty  against  the  pretender,  and  all  his  ma« 
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jesty's  open  and  secret  enemies,  both  at  home  and 
abroad. 

Given  under  our  hands,  at  the  Grand  Jury 
Chamber,  this  28th  of  November,  172*. 


George  Forbes, 
William  Empson, 
Nathaniel  Pearson^ 
Joseph  Nuttal, 
William  Aston, 
Stearn  Tighe, 
Richard  Walker, 
Edmond  French, 
John  Vereilles, 
Philip  Pearson, 
Thomas  Robins, 
Richard  Dawson, 


David  Tew, 
Thomas  How, 
John  Jones, 
James  Brown, 
Charles  Lyndon, 
Jerom  Bredin, 
John  Sican, 
Anthony  Brunton, 
Thomas  Gaven, 
Daniel  £lwood> 
John  Brunet. 
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LETTER  V. 


TO  THE  RIGHT   HONOURABLE 

THE  LORD  VISCOUNT  MOLESWORTH. 


[Robert  Molesworth,  created  by  George  I.  Viscount  Moles, 
worth  of  Swordes  in  \7\6*  He  was  a  distinguished  Whig,  and 
had  incurred  the  resentment  of  Lord  Oxford's  administration 
In  1713,  for  an  alleged  affront  to  the  clergy  of  Ireland  in 
couTocation.  Lord  Molesworth  was  author  of  seyerai  works  ; 
but  that  by  which  he  is  chiefly  known,  is  an  account  of  Den- 
mark, in  which  he  represents  the  government  as  arbitrary  and 
tyrannical.  This  accusation  gave  great  offence  to  prince  George 
of  Denmark ;  and  to  gratify  his  resentment,  Dr  William  King, 
the  poet,  wrote  some  severe  animadversions  on  Lord  Moles* 
worth's  work.  Lord  Molesworth.  was  also  author  of  somf 
agricultural  treatises^  of  which  Swift  highly  approved.] 


^^  They  compassed  me  about  also  with  words  of  deceit^  and 

fought  against  me  without  a  cause* 
"  For  my  love  they  are  my  adversaries ;  but  I  give  myself  unto 

prayer, 
^'  And  they  have  rewarded  me  evil  for  good,  and  hatred  for  m j 

love.'      P^lm  cix.  3,  4,  5. 
^'  Seek  not  to  be  judge,  being  not  able  to  take  away  iniquity  ; 

lest  at  any  time  thou  fear  the  person, of  the  mighty^  and  lay 

a  stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  thy  uprie^htness. 
^^  Offend  not  against  the  multitude  of  a  city,  and  then  thou  slialt 

cast  not  thyself  down  among  the  people. 
^^  Bind  not  one  isin  upon  asiother,  for  in  one  thou  shalt  not  be  un« 

punished."     Eccl.  vii.  6,  7,  8. 

Nonjam  prima. peto  Mnestheusy  neque  vincere  certo: 
Quanquam  0 1  sed  superent^  quibus  koc^  Neptune^  dedistu  * 

Vine.  Mn.  V.  1 94. 
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P I  leek  not  now  the  foremost  pafan  to  gain ; 
Thongb  yet — but,  ah !  tii^t  haughty  wish  is  yHin ! 
Itet  those  «iyoy  it  whom  the  gods  ordain.  '  Dryoen. 
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DIRECTIONS  TO  THE  PRINTER. 

From  my  Shop  ia  St  Francis  Street; 
Dec.  24,  1724. 

MR  HARDING, 

When  I  sent  you  my  former  papers,  I  cannot  say 
I  intended  you  either  good  or  hurt ;  and  yet  you 
have  happened,  through  my  means,  to  receive  both. 
I  pray  God  deliver  you  from  any  more  of  the  latter, 
and  increase  the  former-  Your  trade,  particularly 
in  this  kingdom^  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  unfortu- 
nately circumstantiated  :  for  as  you  deal  in  the  most 
worthless  kind  of  trash,  the  penny  productions  of 
pennyless  scribblers ;  so  you  often  venture  your  li- 
berty, and  sometimes  your  lives,  for  the  purchase 
of  half-a-crown ;  and,  by  your  own  ignorance,  are 
punished  for  other  mens  actions. 

I  am  afraid,  you  in  particular  think  you  have 
reason  to  complain  of  me,  for  your  own  and  your 
wife's  confinement  in  prison,  to  your  great  expence, 
as  well  as  hardship  ;  and  for  a  prosecution  still  im- 
pending. But  I  will  tell  you,  Mr  Harding,  how 
that  matter  stands.  Since  the  press  has  lain  under 
so  strict  an  inspection,  those  who  have  a  mind  to 
inform  the  world  are  become  so  cautious,  as  to  keep 
themselves,  if  possible,  out  of  the  way  of  danger. 
My  custom,  therefore,  is  to  dictate  to  a  pFentice, 
who  can  write  in  a  feigned  hand ;  and  what  is  writ- 
ten we  send  to  your  houde  by  a  blackguard  boy  *. 


.    *  This  was  pretty  nearly  the  Dean's  real  method  of  tonduct* 
ing  this  controversy.    His  butler  acted  ltd  amaAnensIs* 
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Bat,  at  tiie  same  time,  I  do  assure  you,  upon  my 
reputation,  that  I  never  did  send  you  any  thing  for 
which  I  thought  you  could  possibly  be  called  to  an 
account.  Aud  you  will  be  my  witness,  that  I  al- 
ways desired  you,  by  letter,  to  take  some  good  ad- 
vice before  you  ventured  to  print ;  because  I  knew 
the  dexterity  of  dealers  in  the  law,  at  finding  out 
something  to  fasten  on,  where  no  evil  is  meant.  I 
am  told,  indeed,  that  you  did  accordingly  consult 
several  very  able  persons,  and  even  some  who  after- 
ward appeared  against  you :  to  which  I  can  only 
answer,  that  you  must  either  change  your  advisers, 
or  determine  to  print  nothing  that  comes  from  a 
Drapier. 

I  desire  you  to  send  the  inclosed  letter  directed 
**  to  my  Lord  Viscount  Molesworth,  at  his  house  at 
Brackdenstown,  near  Swords  ;*'  but  I  would  have  it 
sent  printed,  for  the  convenience. of  his  Lordship's 
reading ;  because  this  counterfeit  hand  of  my  ap- 
prentice is  not  very  legible.  And  if  you  think  fit 
to  publish  it,  I  would  have  you  first  get  it  read  over 
by  some  notable  lawyer.  I  am  assured,  you  will 
find  enough  of  them,  who  are  friends  to  the  Dra* 
pier,  and  will  do  it  without  a  fee;  which  I  am  afraid 
you  can  ill  affoYd  after  all  your  expences.  For,  al- 
though I  have  taken  so  much  care,  that  I  think  it 
impossible  to  find  a  topic  out  of  the  following  pa- 
pers for  sending  you  again  to  prison,  yet  I  will  not 
venture  to  be  your  guarantee. 

This  ensuing  letter  contains  only  a  short  account 
of  myself,  and  an  humble  apology  for  my  former 
pamphlets,  especially  the  last,  with  little  mention 
of  Mr  Wood  or  his  halfpence  ;  because  I  have  al- 
ready said  enough  upon  that  subject,  until  occasion 
Bhall  be  given  for  new  fears  i  and^  in  that  case,  you 
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may  perhaps  hear  from  me  again.     I  am  your 
friend  and  servant^ 

M.  B. 

P.  S.  For  want  of  intercourse  between  you  and 
me,  which  I  never  will  suffer,  your  people  are  apt 
to  make  very  gross  errors  in  the  press,  which  I  de« 
fire  you  will  provide  against. 


LETTER  V. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

THE  LORD  VISCOUNT  MOLESWORTH, 

» 

AT  HIS  HOUSE  AT  BRACKDENSTOWN, 
NEAR  SWORDS.. 


From  my  Shop  in  St  Francii  Street^ 
JDec.  14,  1724. 

My  Lord, 

1  REFLECT  too  late  on  the  maxim  of  common  ob- 
servers, '*  that  those  who  meddle  in  matters  out  of 
their  calling,  will  have  reason  to  repent;*'  which  is 
now  verified  in  me :  for,  by  engaging  in  the  trade 
of  a  writer,  I  have  drawn  upon  myself  the  displea- 
sure of  the  government,  signified  by  a  proclamation, 
promising  a  reward  of  three  hundred  pounds  to  the 
first  faithful  subject  who  shall  be  able  and  inclined 
to  inform  against  me ;  to  which  I  may  add,  the 
laudable  zeal  and  industry  of  my  lord  chief-justice 
Whitshed,  in  his  endeavours  to  discover  so  danger- 
ous a  person.  Therefore,  whether  I  repent  or  not, 
I  have  certainly  cause  to  do  so ;  and  the  commfon 
observation  still  stands  good. 

It  will  sometimes  happen,  I  know  not  how,  in 
the  course  of  human  affairs,  that  a  man  shall  be 
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* 
made  liable  to  legal  animadversion,  where  he  has- 
nothing  to  answer  for  either  to  God  or  his  country, 
and  condemned  at  Westminster-hall  for  what  he 
will  never  be  charged  with  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment. 

After  strictly  examining  my  own  heart,  and  con- 
sulting some  divines  of  great  reputation,  I  cannot 
accuse  myself  of  any  malice  or  wickedness  against 
the  public  ;  of  any  designs  to  sow  sedition  ;  of  re- 
flecting on  the  king  and  bis  ministers  ;  of  of  endea- 
vouring to  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
this  kingdom  from  those  of  England*.  All  I  can 
charge  myself  with  is,  a  weak  attempt  to  serve  a 
nation  in  danger  of  destruction  by  a  most  wicked 
and  malicious  projector,  without  waiting  until  I 
were  called  to  its  assistance.  Which  attempt,  how- 
ever it  may  perhaps  give  me  the  title  of  pragmati- 
col  and  overweening^  will  never  lie  a  burden  upon 
my  conscience.  God  knows  whether  I  may  not, 
with  all  my  caution,  have  already  run  myself  into  a 
second  danger,  by  offering  thus  much*  in  my  own 
vindication.  For  I  have  heard  of  a  judge,  who, 
upon  the  criminal's  appeal  to  the  dreadful  day  of 
judgment,  told  him,  he  had  incurred  a  premunirej 
jfor  appealing  to  a  foreign  jurisdiction ;  and  of  ano- 
ther in  Wales,  who  severely  checked  the  prisoner 
for  offering  the  same  plea ;  taxing  him  with  ^  re* 
fleeting  on  the  court  by  such  a  comparison ;  because 
comparisons  were  odious.'* 

But,  in  ord^r  to  make  some  excuse  for  being 
more  speculative  than  others  of  my  condition,  I  desire 
your  Lordship's  pardon,  while  I  am  doing  a  very 
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foolish  thing ;  which  is,  to  give  you  some  little  ac- 
count of  myself.* 

I  was  bred  at  a  free-school,  where  I  acquired 
some  little  kno^vledge  in  the  Latin  tongue.  I 
served  my  apprenticeship  in  I^ndon,  and  there  set 
up  for  myself  with  good  success ;  until,  by  the  death 
of  some  friends,  and  the  misfortunes  of  others,  I  re- 
turned into  this  kingdom ;  and  began  to  employ  my 
thoughts  in  cultivating  the  woollen  manufacture 
through  all  its  branches ;  wherein  I  met  with  great 
discouragement,  and  powerful  opposers,  whose  ob- 
jections appeared  to  me  very  strange  and  singular. 
They  argued,  "  that  the  people  of  England  would 
be  offended  if  our  manufactures  wert;  brought  to 
equal  theirs  ;  and  even  some  of  the  weaving  trade 
were  my  enemies  ;  which  I  could  not  but  look 
upon  as  absurd  and  unnatural.  I  remember  your 
lordship,  at  that  time,  did  me  the  honour  to  come 
into  my  shop,  where  I  showed  you  a  piece  of  black 
and  white  stuff  just  sent  from  the  dyer  *  ;  which  you 
were  pleased  to  approve  of,  and  be  my  customer 
for. 

However,  I  was  so  mortified  that  I  resolved  for 
the  future  to  sit  quietly  in  my  shop,  and  deal  in 
common  goods,  like  the  rest  of  my  brethren ;  until 
it  happened,  some  months  ago,  considering  with 
myself  that  the  lower  and  poorer  sort  of  people 
wanted  a  plain,  strong,  coarse  stuff,  to  defend  them 
against  cold  easterly  winds,  which  then  blew  very 
fierce  and  blasting  for  a  long  time  together  ;  I  con- 
trived onef  on  purpose,  which  sold  very  well  all 
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over  the  kingdom,  and  preserved  many  thousandis^ 
from  agues.  I  then  made  a  second  and  a  third 
kind  of  stuffs  *  for  the  gentry,  with  the  same  suc- 
cess; insomuch,  that  an  ague  has  hardly  been  heard 
of  for  some  time. 

This  incited  me  so  far,  that  I  ventured  upon  a 
7  fourth  piece  f ,  made  of  the  best  Irish  wool  I  could 

get ;  and  I  thought  it  grave  and  rich  enough  to  be 
worn  by  the  best  lord*  or  judge  of  the  land.  But  of 
late  some  great  folks  complain,  as  I  hear,  "  that 
-  when  they  had  it  on,  they  felt  a  shuddering  in  their 
limbs;  and  have  thrown  it  off* in  a  rage  ;  cursing  to 
hell  the  poorDrapier  who  invented  it:  so  that  I  am 
determined  never  to  work  for  persons  of  quality 
again;  except  for  your  lordship,  and  a  very  few 
more. 

I  assure  your  lordship,  upon  the  word  of  an  ho- 
nest citizen,  that  I  am  not  richer,  by  the  value  of 
one  of  Mr  Wood's  halfpence,  with  the  sale  of  all 
the  several  stuffs  I  have  contrived  :  for,  I  give  the 
whole  profit  to  the  dyers  and  pressers  J.  And 
therefore  I  hope  you  will  please  to  believe,  that  no 
other  motive,  beside  the  love  of  my  country,  could 
engage  me  to  busy  my  head  and  hands,  to  the  loss 
of  my  time,  and  the  gain  of  nothing  but  vexation 
and  ill-will. 

I  have  now  in  hand  one  piece  of  stuff*,  to  be 
woven  on  purpose  for  your  lordship ;  although  I 
might  be  ashamed  to  offer  it  to  you,  after  I  have 
confessed  that  it  will  be  made  only  from  the  shreds 


•  The  second  and  third  letters. 

f  The  fourth  letter,  against  which  the  proclamation  was  issued. 
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and  remnants  of  the  wool  employed  in  the  former. 
However,  I  shall  work  it  up  as  well  as  I  can  \  and 
at  worst,  you  need  only  give  it  among  your  tenants. 

I  am  very  sensible  how  ill  your  lordship  is  likely 
to  be  entertained  with  the  pedantry  of  a  drapier 
in  the  terms  of  his  own  trade.  How  will  the  mattisir 
be  meiided,  when  you  find  me  entering  again,  al- 
though very  sparingly,  into  an  atfair  of  s^ate  ?  for 
such  is  now  grown  the  controversy  with  Mr  Wood, 
if  some  great  lawyers  are  to  be  credited;  And  as  it 
often  happens  at  play^  that  men  begin  with  far- 
things, and  go  on  to  gold,  till  some .  of  them  lose 
their  estates  and  die  in  jail ;  so  it  may  possibly  fall 
out  in  my  case>  that  by  playing  too  long  with  Mr 
Wood's  halfpence,  I  may  be  drawn  in  to  pay  a  fine 
double  to  the  reward  for  betraying  me,  be  sent  to 
prison,  and' not  be  delivered  thence  until  I  shall 
have  paid  the  uttermost  farthiiig. 

There  are,  my  lord,  three  sorts  of  persons,  with 
whom  I  am  resolved  never  to  dispute  :  a  highway- 
man with  a  pistol  at  my  bresust ;  a  troop  of  dragoons, 
who  come  to  plunder  my  house ;  and  a  man  of  tha 
law,  who  can  make  a  merit  of  accusing  me.  In 
each  of  these  cases,  which  are  almost  the  same,  the 
best  method  is  to  keiep  out  of  the  way  ;  and  the  next 
best  is,  to  deliver  your  money,  surrender  your  house, 
and  confess  nothmg. 

I  am  told,  that  the  two  points  in  my  last  letter, 
from  which  an  occasion  of  offence  has  been  taken, 
are,  where  I  mention  his  majesty's  answer  to  the 
dddress'  of  the  house  of  lords  upon  Mr  Wood's  pa- 
tent; and  where  I  discourse  upon  Ireland's  being  a 
dependent  kingdom.  As  to  the  former,  I  can  only 
say,  that  I  have  treated  it  with  the  utmost  fespect 
aiKl  caution ;  and  I  thought  it  necesssary  to  show 
where'  Wood's  patent  differed,  in  many  essential 

TOL.  VII.  p 
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parts,  frcflto  all  bUiers  that  ever  had  beea  granted ; 
because  the  contrary  had,  foh  want  of  due  informa- 
.tion,  been  so  strongly  and  96.  largely  asserted.    As 
%o  the  other,  of  Ireland's  d^piendency,  I  confess  to 
have  ofteti  heard  it  oientioiiedy  but  was  rtever  able 
to  understand  what  it  meant.    This  ^ave  me  the 
curiosity  to  inquire  among  several  eminent  lawyers, 
who  professed  they  knew  nothing  of  the  matter*    I 
then  turned  over  all  the  statutes  of  both  ^kingdoms, 
without.thq.least  information,  farther,  than  an  Irish 
act,   that   I  quoted,   of  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII. 
uniting  Ireland  to  Englandi  under  one  king.    I  can- 
not say  I  was  sorry  to  be  disappointed  in  my  search, 
because  it  is  certain  I  could  be  contented  to  depend 
only  upon  God  and  my  prince^  and  the  laws  of  my 
own  country,  after  the  manner  of  other'  nations. 
But  since  my  betters  are  of  a  different  opinion,  and 
desire  farther  dependencies,  I  shall  outwardly  sub- 
mit ;  yet  still  insisting,  in  my  own  heart,  upoii  the 
exception!  made,  of  M.  B.,  drapier.     Indeed  that 
hint  was  borrowjcd  from  an  idle  story  I  had  heard 
.  in  England,  which  perhaps  may  be  common  and 
beaten.;  but  because  it  insinuates  neither  treason 
nor  sedition,  I  will  just  barely  relate  it 

Some  hundr^ed  years  ago,  when  the  peers  were  so 
great  that  the  commons  were  looked  upon  as  little 
better  than  their  dependents,  a  bill  was  brought  in 
for  making  some  new  additions  to  the  power  and 
privileges  of  the  peerage.  After,  it  was.  read,  one 
,  Mr  Drewe,  a  member  of  the  bouse, .  stood  up,  and 
said,  he  very  much  approved  the  bill;  and  would 
.  give  his  vote  to  have  it  pass  ;  but  however,  for  some 
reasons  \>est  kno^n  to;  faiaiself>  he  dfesired.tbata 
clause  mighjb  be  insertejd  for  excepting  the  family 
of.  the  Dfewes.  The  oddness  of  the  proposition 
taught ,  oti^ers  to  r0fl€ict.  a  little  5  and  the  bill  was 
thrown  out. 
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Whether  I  were  mistaken,  or  went  too  far  in  ex^ 
arainingthe  dependency,  must  be  left  to  the  im- 
partial judgment  of  the  world,  as  well  as  to  the 
courts  of  judicature;  although,  indeed,  not  in  so 
effectual  and  decisive  a  manner.  But  to  affirm,  as 
I  b(Bar  some  do,  in  order  to  countenance  a  fearful 
and  servile  spirit,  that  this  point  did  not  belong  to 
my  subject,  is  a  false  and  foolish  objection.  There 
were  several  scandalous  reports  industriously  spread 
by  Wood  and  his  accomplices,  to  discourage  all 
opposition  against  his  infamous  project.  They  gave 
it  out,  **  that  we  were  prepared  for  a  rebellion; 
that  we  disputed  the  king's  prerogative,  and  were 
shaking  off  our  dependency/'  The  first  went  so 
far,  and  obtained  so  much  belief  against  the  most 
visible  demonstrations  to  the  contrary,  that  a  great 
person  of  this  kingdom,  now  in  England,  sent  over 
such  an  account  of  it  to  his  friends,  as  would  make 
any  good  subject  both  grieve  and  tremble.  I  thought 
it  therefore  necessary  to  treat  that  calumny  as  it 
deserved.  Then  I  proved,  by  an  invincible  argu- 
ment, that  we  could  have  nq  intention  to  dispute 
his  majesty's  prerogative;  because  the  prerogative 
was  not  concerned  in  th^  question;  the  civilians 
and  lawyers  of  all  nations  agreeing  that  copper  is 
not  money.  And  lastly,  to  clear  us  from  the  impu- 
tation of  shaking  off  our  dependency,  I  showed 
wherein  I  thought,  and  shall  ever  think,  this  depen- 
dence consisted;  and  cited  the  statute  above  men- 
tioned made  in  Ireland,  by  which  it  is  enacted, 
**  that  whoever  is  king  of  England,  shall  be  king  of 
Ireland,  and  that  the  two  kingdoms  shall  be  for 
ever  knit  together  under  one  king.*'  This,  as  I  con- 
ceived, did  wholly  acquit  us  of  intending  to  break 
our  dependency  ; .  because  it  was  altogether  out  of 


238  THE  drapier's  letters. 

ft  ■  a  * 

our  power :  for  surely  tio  king  of  England  will  ever 
consent  to  the  repeal  of  th.is  statute. 

But  upon  this  article  I  am  charged  with  a  heavier 
accusation.  It  is  said,  ^'  I  went  too  far,  when  I 
declared,  that,  if  ever  the  pretender  should  come  to 
be  fixed  upon  the  throne  of  England  (which  God 
forbid),  I  would  so  far  venture  to  transgress  this 
statute,  that  I  would  lose  the  last  drop  of  my-  blood, 
before  I  would  submit  to  him  as  king  of  Ireland." 

This  I  hear^  on  all  sides,  is  the  strongest  and 
weightiest  objection  against  me;  ind  which  has 
given  the  linost  offence ;  that  I  should  be  so  bold  to 
declare  against  a  direct  statute;  and  that  any  motive, 

'how  strong  soever,  could  make  me  reject  a  king, 
whoni  England  should  receive.  Now,  if  in  defend- 
ing myself  from  this  accusation  I' should  freely 
confess,  "  that  I  went  too  far;  that  the  expression 
was  very  indiscreet,  although  bccasion^^d  by  my 
zeal  for  his  present  majesty,  and  his  protestant^ine 
in  the  house  of  Hanover;  that  I  shall  be  careful 
never  to  offebd  again  in  the  like  kind ;  and  that  I 
hope  this  ftee  acknowledgement  and  sorrow  for  my 
error  will  be  some  atonement,  and  a  little  soften  the 
hearts  of  my  powerful  adversaries:**    I  say,  if  I 

'  should  offer  such  a  defence  as  this,  I  do  not  doubt 

i1)ut  some  people  would  wrest  it  to  an  ill  meaning, 
by  a  spiteful  interpretation.  And  therefore,  since  I 
cannot  think  of  any  other  answer,  which  that  para- 

'graph  can  admit,  I  will  leave  it  to  the  mercy  of 
every  candid  reader ;  but  still  vi^ithout  recanting  my 
own  opinion.' 

I  will  now  vtSnture  to  tell  your  Lordship  a  secret, 

"wherein  I  fear  you  are  too  deeply  concet^ned.  You 
will  therefore  please  to  know,  that  this  habit  of 
writing  and  discoursing,  wherein  I  unfortunately 
differ  from  almost  the  whole  kingdom,  and  am  apt 


to  grate  the  ears  of  more  than  I  could  wish,  w^. 
acquired  during  my  appre^tioeship  in  X^ondon,  and) 
along  residence  there  after  I  had  set  up  for  myself.^ 
Upon  my  return  and  settlement  here,.  I  thought  t! 
had  only  changed  one  cpuatry  of  freedom  for  ano*! 
ther.    I  had  been  long  conversing  with  the  writings, 
of  your  lordship  *,  Mr  Locke,  Mr  Molineux,  Colo-;, 
nel  Sidney,  and  otlier  dangerous  authors,  who  talk  \ 
of  liberty  as  a  blessing  to  which  the  whole  race  of 
mankind  has  an  original  title,  whereof  nothing  hut 
unlawful  force  can  divest  them.     I  knew  a  great  deal 
of  the  several  Gothic  institutions  in  Europe  j  and  by^ 
what  incidents  and  events  they  came  to.be  destroyr. 
ed :  and  I  eter  thought  it  the  most  uncontrouled^ 
and  universally  agreed  maxim,  ihsX  Jreedom  consists- 
in  a  people's  being  governed  by  laws  made  with 
their  own  consent;  and  slavery  in  the  contrary.     I- 
have  been  likewise  told,  and  believed  it  lo  be  true^ 
that  lil^efty  And  property  are  words  of  known  use 
and  sig^incation  in  this  kingdom;  and  ^hat  the  very 
Iaw^f«srs  pretend  to.  understand  and  have  them  ofteri. 
in  their  mou'lhs.  •  These  were  the  errofs  which  have 
misled  me  ;  and  to  which  alone  I  must  impute  the 
severe  treatment  I  have  received,,   jBiit;  I  shall  ii\ 
time  grow  wiser,  and  learn  to  consider  my  driver, 
and  the  road  I  am  in,  and  with  whom  I  am  -  yok6d;i: 
This  I  will  venture  t6  say;  that  the  'holdest  j^nd 
most  obnoxious  word's  I  ever  delivered,  .would,  in 
England,  have  only  cKposed  me  as  ;9.  stupid  fool, 
who  went  to  prove  that  •  the  sun  shone^  on  a  clear 
summer's  day :  and  I  have  witnesses  r^ady  to  de- 
pose, that  your  lordship  has  said  and  v^rit  fi'fty  times 


'.  1 


*  AlIadiDg  to  Lord  Molesworth's  account  of  the  arbitrarj 
fOTerument  of  Denmark. 
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worse;  and  What  is  still  an  aggravatipti,  with  in- 
finitely mofe  wit  and  learning,  and  stronger  argu- 
ments: so  that,  as  politics  liih,  I  do  not  know  a 
person  of  more  exceptionable  principles  than  your- 
self;  and  if  ever  I  shall  be  discovered,  I  think  you 
will  be  bound  in  honour  to  pay  my  fine,  and  sup- 
port me  in  prison ;  or  else  1  may  chance  to  inform 
a^^ainst  you,  by  way  of  rieprisal  *. 


.       'H  >      ■  ■     ■  I      ■<        I  > 


*  One  would  scarcely  suppose  that  the  Dean's  peculiar  mode 
of  couching  a  com plitbent  tinder  the  guise  of  a  roproacli  could 
possibly  be  knisititerpreted*  Yet  the  author  of  dike  of  the  Terj 
few  tracts  which  at  this  period  appeared  upon  the  iOfher  side, 
affects  to  understand  tb^  pas9a|;e  as  a  serious  threat  of  ^iojdging 
infprmation. 

^'  Now,  Sir,  somts  people  are  of  opinion  that  you  carried  ^is 
too  far,  inasmuch  as  you  become  a  precedent  to  informers.;  otkers, 
tb^y^n  }ntimat^  to  his  lordship  the.n^is^rable  circamslapee  you 
are.  in  by-  the  m^napes  of  the  prentice  to  whom  you  dictate ; 
tbey  conceive  your  declaring  to  inform  if  not  fce'4  to.  tbe  con- 
trary,  signifies  ^our  s^id  prentice  on  the  least  occasiob  ito  swear, 
if  you  don't  forthwith  deliver  him  bis  indentures  afd  half  of 
your  stock  to  set  up  trade  with,  bp-will  inforin  agi^nst  you, 
bring  you  to  justice,  be  disimssed  b^  law,  and  get  the  promised 
Is.  ^00  to  begin  trade  with.  How  near  the^  conceptions  be  to 
truth  I  can't  tell  ;'but  I  know  people  think  that  word  inform 
unseasonable,  iiiaemuch  as  Wood^s  accomplices  would  embrace  the 
linage  of  any  precedent.     .       i     '      ^  ■ 

*^  I  believe ;Slr»  the  accomm^at^<^  of  all  matters  conperpiDg 
Wood's  coin  will  pi\t  a  stop  to  your  writing  on  the  subject,  ana 
I  am  positive  (though  all  would  gladly  'read  your  work)  that  the 
aversion  with  which  all  Irishmen  detest  Wood  is  so  great  that 
they  need  no  farther  advice  on  tbit  oc^sion ;  for  not  one  |n^rph« 
ant  but,  to  manifest  his  detestatlpn  of  Ij^at  cursed  pri^ect,  but  has 
got  in  larg^  characters  o'er  his  window,  It  won't  take  Wood's 
coin :  And  to  n)y  own  knowledge  a^inan  who  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  called  William  Wood  went  lately  to  a  notary-public's 
office,  and  paid  half  a  crown  in  good  halfpence  for  the  drawing 

a  petition  to  hi^  grace  the  lord  bishop  of to,  get  his, name 

altered  from  William.     Sec  another  ihstancc  of  a  public  spirit ! 
pis  wife,  as  much  ioceiised  at  "f^ood  as  t|ie  husband  at  William 
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Intbe mean  time,  I  be^ yoiir  lordship  to  receive 
my  confesrsion,  that 'if  thet^  be  any  such  thing  as  a 
depeiidehcy  'of  Ireland  upon  England,  otherwise 
than  as  rl  feave  explained  it,  either  by  the  law  of 
God,  of  niature,  of  reason,  of  nations,  or  of  the  land 
(which  lifihall  die  rather  than  grant),  then  was  the 
proclamat^x^h  against  me  the  niost  merciful  that  ever 
was  put  out;  and  instead  6f  accusing  me  as  nfialici^ 
ous,  wicked,^  and  seditious,  it  might  have  beeti  di- 
rectly, as  guilty  of  high  treason. 

All  I  desire  is,  that  the  cause  of  my  country 
against  Mr  Wood  may.  not  suffer  by  any  inadver- 
tency of  mine.  Whether  Ireland  depends  upon 
England,  or  only  upon  God,  the  king,  and  the  law, 
I  hope  no- man  will  assert  that  it  depei^ds  upon  Mr 
Wood-  i  should  be  heartily  sorry  that  this  com* 
mendabye^spirit  against^me  should  accidentally  (and 
what,' i:  hope,  was  lie ver  intended)  strike  a  damp 
upon  that  spirit  in  all  ranks  and  corporations  of  men 
against  the,  desperate  , and  ruinous  design  of  Mr 
Wood.,  •  Let  my  countryman  blot  oat  those  parts  iii 
my  last .  letter  whiph  they-  drslike ;  and  let  no  rust 
remain*  oh  ipy  swiMrd,  to  cure  the  wounds  I  have 
given  <to  oiir  most  mortal  enemy.  When  Sir  Charles 
Sedieyiikrafiitaking' the  oaths,  where  several  things 
were  to  be  renounced,  he  said,  "  he  loved  renoun- 
cing'^* lasked;*  *«  if'  any  «ilore  were  to  Jbte  renounced ; 
for  he  wiasi-ready  to  renonni^e  a^' much  as  they 


I 


'  i;  ;    !    ■ < '    ' .     >  / "  t — !.'  ?-"■'■ ^ 

makes  affidarit  that  she  will  'sUe'(or  an  order  of  divorcement,  in 
case  the  husband  would'  not  change  the  surname  toThnber. 

^^  Thus  Sir  you  see  how  great  an  aversion  yutt  liave  raised  in 
all  Irishmisn  -against  WoofI  ilnd  his  project,  for  which  yon  may 
always  expect  the  prayer  of  those  you  preserved*'*— Seasonable 
advice  to  M.  B«  Drapier,  occatiiou'd  by  his  }etter  to  the  Right 
Honondible  Lord  Viscount  IjAolesworth, 
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pleased."  Although  I  am  not  so  thorough  a  rfi- 
Bouncer,  yet  let  me  have  but  good  citv-securitjr 
against  this  pestilent  coinage^  and  I  shall  be  ready 
not  only  to  renounce  every  syllable  in  all  hiy  four 
letters,  but  to  deliver  them  cheerfully  with  my  own 
hands  into  those  of  the  common  hangmafi,  to  be 
burnt  with  no  better  company  than  the. coiner's 
effigies,  if  any  part  of  it  has  escaped  out  of  the  se« 
cular  hands  of  my  faithful  friends,  the  common 
people. 

But,  whatever  the  sentiments  of  some  people  Dciay 
be,  1  think  it  is  agreed  that  many  of  those  who  sub* 
scribed  against  me,  are  on  the  side  of  a  vast  majo- 
rity in  the  kingdom  who  opposed  Mr  Wpod;  and 
it  was  with  great  satisfaction  that  I  observed  some 
right  honourable  names  very  amicably  joined  with 
my  own,  at  the  bottom  of  a  strong  declaration 
jtgainst  him  aud  his  coin.  But  if  the  admission  of 
it  among  us  be  already  determined,  the  Worthy 
pierson,  who  is  to  betray  me,  ought  in  prudence  to 
do  it  with  all  convenient  speed ;  or  else.il  may  be 
difficult  to  find  three  hunidred  pounds  sterling  for 
the  discharge  of  his  hire,  when  the  public  shall 
h^ve  lost  five  hundred  thousand,  if  there  be  so  much 
in  the  oatiiCKi ;  beside  four  fifths  of  its  annusd  income 
for  ever.  ...,.-.••  >    -  .  ^  . 

1  am  told  by .  lawyers, .  that  rin'  quarrels  t>b€ftween 
inan  and  mw^^  it>is  of  much .  weight '  whiohof '  then! 
gave  the  first  provocation,  or  struck  the  first  blow. 
It  is  manifest  that  Mr  Wood  has  done  i)Oth :  and 
therefore  Ish^ould  humbly  propose  to  hav^  him  first 
lianged,  and  his  dross  thrown  into  the  sea :  after 
which  the  Drapier  will  be  ready  to  stand  his  trial. 
"  It  must  needs  be  that  offences  come,  but  woe 
unto  him  by  whom  the  offence  comes," '  If  Mr 
Wood  had  held  his  hand^  every  body  else  would 


LRTTBR  T.  S39 

have  held  their  tongues :  8(nd  th^ii  there  would  have 
been  little  need  of  pampbl^s,  juries,  or  proclama* 
tions  upon  this  occasion^  The  provocation  must 
needs  have  been  very  great^  which  could  stir  up  an 
obscure,  indolent  Drapier,  to  become  an.  author* 
One  would  almost  think,  the  very  stones  iothe  street, 
would  rise  up  in  such  a  cause :  and  I  am  not  sore 
tliey  will  t¥)t  do  so  against  Mr  Wood,  if  eyer.  he 
comes  within  trbeir  reach«  It  is  a  knowq  story  of 
the  dumb, boy,  whose  toqgue  forced  a  passage  for 
speech  by  the  horror  ofseeing  a daggerat bis  father's 
throat.  Thi^  may  lessen  the  wonder,  that  a^  ttades4 
man»  hid  in  privacy  and  silence,  sh<>ald  Qty  out| 
when  the,  life.  at)d  being  of  his  political  motiier  are 
attempted  before  his  face».and  by  so  infamous  a 
wretch-  ..?.•.  ^ 

Bui  in  the  mean  time,  Mr  Wood,  the  destroyer  of 
a  kingdom^;  walks  about  m  tri^imph.  (unless  it  be 
true  that  he  is  in  jail  for  debt) ;  while  he,  wliio  en^ 
deavoured  !tQ  aasert  the  liberty  of  his  (Country,  i& 
forced  to  [hide  his  head  for  occasionally  dealing  in  a 
matter  of  cootroversy «  However,  I  am  not  the  first 
who  has .  been  condemned  to  death  for  gaining  a 
great  victory  over  a  powerful  enemy,  by  disobeying 
for  once  the  strict  orders  of  military  discipline. 

I. am  now  resolved  to  £ollow  (after  the, usual  pro- 
ceeding of  mankind^  because  it  is  too  late)  the  ad- 
vice given  me*,  by  a  certain  Dean*.  He  showed 
the  mistake  I  was  in.  of.  trusting  to  the  general  good- 
will.of  the  peoplei;  /^  that  I  had  succeedied  hitherto 
better  than  could  be  expected :  but  that  some  un- 
fortunate circumstantial  lapse  would  bring  nie  within 
the  reach  of  power :  that  my  good  intentions  would 


*  The  attthor  is  8upp<Med  te  mean  himself^— »F. 
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be  no  security  against  those  who  watched  every 
motion  of  my  pen  in  the  bitterness  of  my  soul.'' 
He  produced  an  instance  of  '<  a  writer  as  innocent, 
as  disinterested,  and  as  :W6ll-meaning  as  myself  ^ ; 
who  had  written  a  very  seasonable  and  inoffensive 
treatise,  exhorting  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to 
wear  their  own  manufactures  f;  for  which,  how- 
ever, the  printer  was  prosecuted  with  the  utmost 
virulence^  the  jury  sent  back  nine  times;  and  the 
man  given  up  to  the  mercy  of  the  coiiit/*  The 
Dean  farther  observed,  ^^  that  I  was  in  a  manner 
left  alone  to  stand  the  battle ;  while  others^  who  had 
ten  thousand  times  better  talents  than  a  Drapier, 
were  so  prudent  as  to  lie  still;  and  perhaps  thought 
it  no  unpleasant  amusement  to  look  on  ^itb  safety, 
while  another  was  giving  them  diversion  at  the 
hazard  of  his  liberty  and  fortune ;  and  thought  they 
made  a  sufficient  recompence  by  a  little'  applause. 
Whereupon  he  concluded  with  a  short  story  of  a 
Jew ,  at  Madrid,  who,  being  condemned  to  the  fire 
on  account  of  his  religion,  a  crowd  of  school-boys 
following  him  to  the  stakej  and  apprehending  they 
might  lose  their  sport  if  he  should  happen  to  recant, 
would  often  clap  him  on  the  back,  and, cry,  ''  Sia 
frrme^  M<nfse:  Moses,  continue  steadfast.'' 

I  allow  this  gentleman's-  advice  to  have  been  very 
good,  and  his  observations- just ;  and  in  dne  respect 
my  condition  is  worse  than  that  of  th'e  Jew;  for  no 
recantation  will  save  me.  However,  it 'should  seem, 
4>y  some  late  proceedings,  that  my  state  is  not  at> 


*  Where  the  printer,  who  had  the  author  in  his  power,  was 
prosecuted  with  the  utmost  zeal,  the  jury,  &c*  1st  Edit   ' 

f  The  author  means  himself  again ;  in  the  discourse  adrising 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  wear  theit  own  manofactuses*— F. 
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together  deplorable.  This  I  can  impute  to  nothing 
but  the  steadiness  of  two  impartial  grand  juries; 
which  ha$  confirmed  in  me  an  opinion  I  have  long 
eotertained;  that,  as  philosophers  say,  virtue  is 
seated  in  the  middle;  so,  in  another  sense,  the  little 
virtue  left  in  the  world,  is  chiefly  to  be  found  among 
the  middle  rank  of  mankind,  who  are  neither aHored 
out  of  her  paths^by  ambition,  nordrivenbypoverty.- 
Since  the  proclamation  occasioned  by  my  last 
letter,  and  a  due  preparation  for  proceeding  against 
me  in  a  court  of  justice,  there  have  been  two  print- 
ed papers  clandestinely  spread  about;  whereof  no 
man  is  able  to  trace  the  original,  farther  than  by 
conjecture;  which,  with  its  usuftl  charity,  lAys 
thejB  to  my  account.  The  former  is  entitled^ "  Sea- 
sonable Advice,"  and  appears  to  have  been  intefnd- 
ed  for  information  of  the  grand  jury,  upon  the  sup-^ 
position  of  a  bill  to  be  prepared  against  Iteat  letter. 
The  other  is  an  extract  from  a'  printed  book  of  Par- 
liamentary Proceedings,  in  the  year  .1680-  eontain*-' 
ing  an  angry  resolution  of  the  house  of  commons  ini 
Efigland,  against  dissolving  grand  juries.  A^  to  the 
former,  your  lordship  will  find  it  to  be  the  Vork  of 
a  more  artfUl  hand  than  that  of  a  common  Dtapien 
It  has  l>een  censured  for  endeavouring  to  influence 
the  minds  of  a  jury,  which  ought  to  be  wholly  free 
and  unbiasse({;  and  for  that  reason  it  is  'manifest, 
that  no  judge  was  ever  known,  cither  upon  or  off 
the  bench,  either  by  himself  or  his  dependents^  to 
use  the  least  insinuation  that  might  possibly  tiff^ct 
the  passions  or  interests  of  any  onfe  single  juryman, 
much  less  of  a  whole  jury ;  whereof  every  man  must 
be  convinced,  who  will  just  give  himself  the  trouble 
to  dip  into  the  common  printed  trials:  so  as  it  is 
amazing  to  think,  what  a  number  of  upright  j  udges 
there  have  been  in  both  kingdoms,  for  above  sixty 
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jears  past ;  which,  considering  how  long  they  held 
their  offices  during  pleasure^  as  they  still  dp  among 
us.  I  account  next  to  a  miracle. 

As  to  the  other  paper,  1  must  confess  it  is  a  sharp 
censure  from  an  English  house  of  commons  against 
dissolving  grand  juries  by  any  judge,  before  the 
end  of  the  term,  assizes,  m  sessions,  while  matters 
are  under  their  consideration,  and  not  presented ; 
as  {^rbitrary,  illegal,  destructive  to  public  justice,  a 
manifest  violation  of  his  oath,  and  as  a  means  to 
subvert  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

However,  the  publisher  seems  to  have  been  mis- 
taken in  what  he  aimed  at.     For  whatever  depen- 
dence there  may  be  of  Ireland  upon  England,  I 
hope  he  would  not  insinuate,  that  the  proceedings 
of  a  iQfd  chief-justice  in  Ireland  must  depend  upon 
a  resolution  of  an  English  house  of  commons.     Be- 
sides,  ti>a|l    resolution^    although  it  were  levelled 
agaiD$t  ^  particular  lord  chief-justice.  Sir  William 
Sproggs,  yet  the  occasion  was  directly  contrary. 
For  Scroggs  dissolved  the  grand  jury  of  London  for 
fear  they  should  present;  but  ours  in  Dublin  wiis 
dissolved,  because  they  would  not  present ;  which 
wonderfully  alters  the  case.  And  therefore  a  second 
grand  jury  supplied  that  defect,  by  making  a  pre* 
sentment*  that  pleased  the  whole  kingclom.  How- 
ever, I  think  it  is  agreed  by  all  parties,  that  both 
theoneand  the  other  jury  behaved Vhemselves  in 
such  a  manner,  as  ought  to  be  remembered  to  their 
honour^  while  there  shall  be  any  regard!  left  among 
us  for  virtue  or  public  spirit. 

I  am  confident  your  lordship  will.be  of  my  septi-' 
menu  in  one  thing ;  that  some  short  plain  authentic 


'^  See  tlie  Presentmeot  deaouiiciiig  Wood's  halfpence*^ 
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tract  might  be  published  for  the  information  both  of 
petty  and  grawd  juries,  hovr  fartheir  power  reaches, 
and  where  it  is  limited ;  and  that  a  printed  copy  of 
such  a  treatise  'might  be  deposited  in  every  court,  to 
be  consulted' by  the  jurymen,  before  they  consider 
of  their  verdict :  by  which  abundance  of  inconve- 
niences would  be  avoided,  whereof  innumerable  in^« 
stances  might  be  produced  from  former  times:  be- 
cause I  will  say  nothing  of  the  present. 

I  have  read  soniewhere  of  an  eastern  king,  who 
put  a  judge  to  death  for  an  iniquitous  sentence,  and 
ordered  his  hide  to  be  stuffed  into  a  cushion,  and 
placed  upon  the  tribunal  fbr'the  son  to  sit  on,  who 
was  preferred  to  his  father's  office.  I  fandy,  shch  a 
memorial  miglit  not  have  been  unuseful  to  a  son  of 
Sir  William  Scroggs,  and  that  both  he'and  ht^  suc- 
cessors would  often  wriggle  in  their  seats,  as  long^  as 
the  cushion  lasted.  I  wish  the  relator  had  told  us 
what  number  of  such  cushions 'there  might  be  in 
that  country. 

I  cannot  but  observe  to  your  lordship,  hoW  nice 
and  dangerous  a  point  it  is  grown,  for  a  private  per- 
son to  inforrti-the  people,  even  in  an  affair  where  the 
public  interest  and  safety  are  so  highly  concerned, 
as  that  of  Mr  Wood ;  and  this  in  a  country  where 
loyalty  is  woven  into  the  hearts  of  the  people,  seems 
a  little  extraordinary.  Sir  William  Scroggs  was  the 
first  who  introduced  that  commendable  acuteness 
into  the  courts  of  judicature  ;  but  how  far  this  prac-. 
tice  has  been  imitated  by  his  successors,  or  strained 
upon  oceaston,  is  out  of  my  knowledge.  When 
pamphlets  unpJeasing  to  the  ministry  were  present- 
ed as  libels,  he  would  order  the  offensive  paragraphs 
to  be  read  before  him  ♦  ;  ahd  he  was  often  so  very 

f.  ' — — r— ~ 

*  And  said  it  was  strange  that  the  judges  and  lawyers  of' the 
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happy  in  applying  the  initial  letters  of  names,  and 
expounding  dubioug  hiats  (the  two  common  expe- 
dients among  writers  of  that  class  for  ^scaping  the 
law),4hat  be  discovered  much  more  than  ever  the 
authors  intended  ;  as  many  of  them,  or  their  print- 
ers, found  to  tbeir  cost.  If  such  methods  are  to  be 
followed  in  examining  what  I  bave  already  written, 
or  may  write  hereafter,  upon  the  subject  of  Mr 
Wood,  I  defy  any  man  of  fifty  times  my  under« 
standing  and  caution  to  avoid  being  entrapped  :  un- 
less he  will  be  content  tp  write  what  none  will  read, 
by  repealing  over  the  old  arguments  and  computa- 
tions^ whereof  the  world  is  already  grown  weary.  So 
that  my  good  friend  Harding  lies  under  this  dilem- 
ma; either  (.to  let  my  learned  works  hang  for  ever 
drying  upon  his  lines  y  or  venture  to  publish  them 
at  the  hazard  of  being  laid  by  the  heels. 

I  Aeed  not  tell  your  lordship  where  the  difficulty 
lies.  It  is  true,  that  the  king  and  the  laws  permit 
us  to  refuse  this  coin  of  Mr  Wood  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  it  is  equally  true,  that  the  king  and  the  laws 
permit  us  to  receive  it.  Now,  it  is  barely  possible, 
that  the  ministers  in  England  may  not  suppose  the 
consequences  of  uttering  that  brass  among  us,  to  be 
so  ruinous  as  we  apprehend ;  because,  perhaps  if 
they  understood  it  in  that  light,  they  would,  in  com- 
mon t^umanity  *,  use  their  credit  with  his  majesty 
for  saving,  a  most  loyal  kingdom  ffom  destruction. 
But,  as  long  as  it  shall  please  .those  great  persons  to 
think  that  coin  will  not  be  so.  very  pernicious  to  us, 
we  lie  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  censured  as 


King*^  Beqcb  sjiould  be  daller  than  all  the. people  of  Eoglaad. 
1st  edit. 

*  They  isre  persons  of  too  mtich  honour  and  jmttce  not  to 
use*~i8C  edit.  . : 
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obsiinate  in  not!  complying  wilh  a  royal  patent. 
Tiierefore- nothing  remains  bat  to  make  use  of  thai 
liberty,  which  the  king  and  the  laws  have  left  us,  by 
continuing  to  r^fasethi^  coin;;  and  by  frequent  re-^ 
membrance^  to  keep  up  that  spirit  raised  against  it^ 
whijch  otherwise:  may  be  apt  to  flag,  and  perhaps  la 
rtime  to  sink,  altogether.  .  For  any  public  order  a- 
gainst  receiving  or  uttering  Mr  Wood's  halfpence, 
is  not  reasonably  to  he  .expected  in  this  kingdom, 
without  directions  from  EngVand ;  which  I  think  no 
body  presumes,  or  is  so  sanguine  as  to  hope.  ^ 

But- to  confess  the  truth^my  lord,  I  begin  to  grow 
weary  olmy  dffice  as  a  writer;  and  coukl  h^irtily 
wish  it  were  devoked  upon  my  brethren,- the  mak^ 
ers  of  songs  and'  ballads^  who  perhaps. are  the,  best 
qualified  iri;  p^Tfesent  to  gather '  up  the  gleanings 
of  this  corittoversy.  As.to  niysetf,  it  has  beta  my 
misfortune  to  begin,  and .  pursue  it,  upon  a  wrong 
foundation. .  For,  having  detected  the  frauds  and 
falsehoods  of  this  vile  impostor  Wood  in  ev^ry  part, 
I  foolishly  disdained  to  have  recourse  to  whining, 
lam£;ating,  and  crying  fqr  mercy ;  but  rMber  chose 
to  appeal  to  law  and  liberty,  and  the  coounon  rights 
of  mankind,  without  considering  the  climate  I  w4s 
m. 

Since  your  last  residence  in  Ireland,  I  frequently 
have  taken  my  nag  to  ride  about  your  grounds ; 
where  I  fancied  myself  to  feel  an  air  of  freedom 
breathing  round  me ;  and  I  am  glad  the  low  condi- 
tion of  a  tradesman  did  not  qualify  me  to  \^ait  on 
you  at  your  house ;  for  then,  I  am  afraid,  my  writ-! 
ings  would  not  have  escaped  severer  censures. 
But  I  have  lately  sold  my .  nag,  and  honestly 
told  his  greatest  fault,  which  was  that  of  snuf- 
fing up  the  air  about  Brackdenstown  ;  whereby  he 
became  such  a  lover  of  liberty,  that  I  could  scarce 
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hold  him  in.  I  have  likewise  buried,  at  the  bottom 
of  a  strong  chest,  yonr  lordship's  writings,  under  a 
heap  of  others,  that  treat  of  liberty  ;  and  spread  over 
a  layer  or  two  of  Hobbes,  Firmer,  Boditi,  and  many 
more  authors  of  that  stamp,  to  be  readiest  at  hana 
whenever  I  shall  be-  disposed  to  take  up  a  new  set 
of  principles  in  government.  In  the  mean  time  I 
design  quietly  to  look  to  my  shop,  and  keep  as  far 
out  of  your  lordship^s  influence  'as  possible  :  and  if 
you  ever  see  any  more  of  my  writings  on  this  sub- 
ject, I  promise  you  shall  find  them  as  innocent,  as 
insipid,  and  without  a  sting,  as  what  I  have  nolv  of- 
fered you.  But,  if  your  londship  will  please  to  give 
me  an  easy  lease  of  some  part  of  your  estate  in  York- 
shire, thither  will  I  carry  my  chest;  and  turning  it 
upside  down,  resume  my  political  reading  where  I 
left  off;  feed  on  plain  homely  fare,  and  live  and  die 
a  free  honest  English  farmer ;  but  not  without  re- 
:  gret  for  leaving  my  countrymen  under  the  dread  of 
the  braasen  talons  of  Mr  Wood  :-^my  most  loyal  and 
innocent  countrymen  ;  to  whom  I  owe  so  much  for 
their  good  opinion  of  me,  and  my  poor  endeavours 
to  serve  them.  I  am  with  the  greatest  respect,  my 
lord> 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servant^ 

M.  B. 
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ADVERTISEMENT  TO  THE  READER*. 

The  former  of,  the  two  foIIowiDg  papers  is  dated  October  6th 
1734,  by  which  it  appears  to  be  written  a  little  after  the  proo 
clamation  against  the  author  of  the  Drapier's  fourth  letter*  It 
IS  delivered  with  much  caution,  because  the  author  confesses 
himself  to  be  Dean  of  St  Patrick's,  and  I  could  discover  his 
name  subscribed  at  the  end  of  the  original,  although  blotted  out 
by  some  other  hand*  I  can  tell  no  other  reason  why  it  was  not 
printed,  than  what  I  have  heard,  that  the  writer,  finding  how 
effectually  the  Drapier  had  succeeded,  and  at  the  same  time  how 
highly  the  people  in  power  seemed  to  be  displeased,  thought  it 
more  prudent  to  keep  it  in  his  cabinet.  However,  having  re- 
ceived some  encouragement  to  collect  into  one  volume  ail  the 
papers  relating  to  Ireland,  supposed  to  be  written  by  the  Dra* 
pier,  and  knowing  how  favourably  the  author's  writings  of 
that  kind  have  been  received  by  the  public,  to  make  the  volume 
more  complete,  I  procured  a  copy  of  the  following  letter  from 
one  of  the  author's  friends  with  whom  it  was  left  while  the  au- 
thor was  in  England ;  and  I  have  printed  it  as  near  as  I  could 
in  the  order  of  time. 

The  next  treatise  is  called  <^  An  Address,''  &c*  It  is  without  a 
date ;  but  seems  to  be  written  during  the  first  session  of  parlia« 
ment  in  Lprd  Carteret's  government.  The  title  of  this  address 
is  in  the  usual  form,  by  M.  B.  Drapier.  There  is  but  a  small 
part  of  it  that  relates  to  William  Wood  and  his  coin.  The  rest 
contains  several  proposals  for  the  improvement  of  Ireland;  the 


*  This  advertisement  is  restored  from  the  edition  1735< 
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many  discouragements  it  lies  under ;  and  what  are  the  best  re- 
medies against  them. 
By  many  passages  in  some  of  the  Drapier's  former  letters,  but 
particularly  in  the  following  Address,  concerning  the  great 
drain  of  money  from  Ireland  by  absentees,  importation  of  fo. 
reign  goods,  balances  of  trade,  and  the  like,  it  appears  that 
the  author  had  taken  much  pains,  and  been  well  informed  in  the 
business  of  computing ;  all  his  reasonings  upon  that  subject,  al- 
though he  doth  not  here  descend  to  particular  sums,  agreeing 
generally  with  the  accounts  given  by  others  who  haye  since 
made  that  inquiry  their  particular  study.  And  it  is  obser- 
Table,  that,  in  this  address,  as  well  as  in  one  of  his  printed  let- 
ters^ he  hath  specified  several  articles  that  have  not  been  taken 
notice  of  by  o^ers  who  came  ^fter  him. 
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LETTER  VI. 


TO  THE 

LORD  CHANCELLOR  MIDDLETON. 


Deanery. house,  Oct.  1724. 

My  Lord, 

1  DESIRE  you  will  consider  me  as  a  member,  who 
comes  in  at  the  latter  end  of  a  debate ;  or  as  a  law- 
yer who  speaks  to  a  cause  when  the  matter  has  been 
almost  exhausted  by  those  who  spoke  before. 

I  remember,  some  months  ago,  I  was  at  your 
house  upon  a  commission,  where  I  am  one  of  the 
governors ;  but  I  went  thither,  not  so  much  on  ac- 
count of  the  commission,  as  to  ask  you  some  ques- 
tions concerning  Mr  Wood's  patent  to  coin  half- 
pence for  Ireland ;  where  you  very  freely  told  me, 
in  a  mixed  company,  how  much  you  had  been 
always  against  that  wicked  project  *;  which  raised 
in  me  an  esteem  for  you  so  far,  that  I  went  in  a  few 
days  to  make  you  a  visit,  after  many  years*  inter- 
mission.    I  am  likewise  told,  that  your  son  wrote 


*  Lord  Middletoo,  though  he  signed  the  proclamation  against 
the  Drapier,  was  an  enemy  to  Wood's  project,  according  to  se- 
veral passages  in  these  letters.^H. 
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two  letters  from  London  (one  of  which  I  have 
seen)  empowering  those,  to  whom  they  were  di- 
rected, to  assure  his  friends,  that  whereas  there 
was  a  malicious  report  spread  of  his  engaging 
himself  to  Mr  Walpole  for  forty  thousand  pounds 
of  Wood's  coin  to  be  received  in  Ireland,  the 
said  report  was  false  and  groundless  ;  and  he  had 
never  discoursed  with  that  minister  on  this  sub- 
ject, nor  would  ever  give  his  consent  to  have  one 
farthing  of  th^  said  eoin  current  here.  And  al- 
though it  be  a  long  time  since  I  have  given  myself 
the  trouble  of  conversing  with  people  of  titles  or 
stations,  yet  I  have  been  told  by  those  who  can 
take  up  with  such  amusements,  that  there  is  not  a 
considerable  person  of  the  kingdom  scrupulous  in 
any  sort  to  declare  his  opinion.  But  all  this  is 
needless  to  allege,  when  we  consider,  that  the  ruin- 
ous consequences  of  Wood's  patent  have  been  so 
strongly  represented  by  both  houses  of  parliament ; 
by  the  privy-council ;  the  lord  mayor  aiid  aldermen 
of  Dublin;  by  so  many  corporations ;  and  the  con- 
qurr^ce  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  most  coun- 
ties at  their  quarter  sessions,  without  any  regard  to 
party,  religion,  or  nation. 

1  concluc|e  from  hence,  that  the  currency  of  these 
hal4>^nce,  would,  in  the  universal  opinion  of  our 
people^  be  utterly  destructive  to  this  kingdom;  and 
consequently,  that  it  is  every  man's  duty  not  only 
to  refuse  this  coin  himself,  but,  as  far  as  in  him  lies, 
to  persuade  others  to  do  the  like  :  and  whether  this 
be  (lone  in  private  or  in  print,  is  all  a  case;  as  no 
layman  is  forbidden  to  write,  or  to  discourse  upon 
religious  or  moral  sulyects,  although  he  may  not  do 
it  in  a  pulpit,  at  least  in  our  church.  Neither  is 
this  all  siffair  df  stiate,  *niitil  ^ti^ority  *^aU  think  fit 
to  declare  it  so :  or  if  you  should  tind^rsTalnd  it  in 


tb9tt  seiise,  yet  y<^u,  wiU  pleasa  tov  ooiisid^r*  tli^t  I 
am  not  now  preaching. 

Therefore  I  do  tbink  it  «iy  daty»  Siiric^  ibte,  Dr^- 
pier  will  probably  be  no  n^ore  heard  of,  m  hf  1K> 
supply  his  place,  93  oot  to  iftcur  hw  fg^tmie ;  for  I 
have  learned  froj»  old  experieaof^  that  thwe  are 
times,  whereiu  a  maot  ought  to  ]be  qautioqs,  ^  wajl 
as  innocent.  I  therefore  hope,  that,  preserving  both 
those  characters,  I  may  be  allowed,  by  offering  new 
arguments,  or  enforcing  old  ones,  to  refresh  the  me- 
mory of  my  fellow-subjects,  and  keep  up  ^hat  good 
spirit  raised  among  them,  to  preserve  thea\selves 
from  utter  ruin  by  lawful  means,  and  such  as  are 
permitted  by  his  majesty. 

I  believe  you  will  please  to  allow  me  two  propo- 
sitions: first,  that  we  are  a  most  loyal  people ;  aqd 
secondly,  that  we  are  a  free  people,  in  the  <;omn)on 
acceptation  of  that  word,  applied  to  a  subject  under 
a  limited  monarch.  I  know  very  well^  that  you 
and  I  did,  many  years  ago,  in  discourse  differ  much» 
in  the  presence  of  lord  Wharton,  about  the  meaning 
of  that  word  liber  it/,  with  relation  to  Ireland.  But,  if 
you  will  not  allow  us  to  be  a  free  people,  there  ia  only 
another  appellation  left,  which  I  doubt  my  lord  chirf- 
justice  Whitshed  would  call  me  to  account  for,  if  I 
venture  to  bestow :  for  I  observed  (and  I  shall  n^ver 
forget  upon  what  occasion)  the  device  upon  his 
coach  to  be,  libertas  ei  natale  $olum^  at  the  very 
point  of  time  when  he  was  sitting  in  his  CQurt,  and 
perjuring  himself  to  betray  both  *. 

Now,  as  for  our  loyalty  to  his  present  m^esty, 
if  it  has  ever  been  equalled  in  any  other  part  of  his 


*  See  the  severe  poetical  paraphrase  written  by  the  Dean  oa 
Whitshed's  laotto* 
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dominions,  I  am  sure  it  has  never  been  exceeded : 
and  I  am  confident  he  has  not  a  minister  in  Eng- 
land, who  could  ever  call  it  once  in  question ;  but 
that  some  hard  rumours  at  least  have  been  trans- 
mitted from  the  other  side  of  the  water,  I  suppose 
you  will  not  doubt :  and  rumours  of  the  severest 
kind ;  which  many  good  people  have  imputed  to 
indirect  proceedings  of  Mr  Wood  and  his  emissaries: 
as  if  he  endeavoured  it  should  be  thought,  that  our 
loyalty  depended  upon  the  test  of  refusing  or  tak- 
ing his  copper.  Now,  as  I  am  sure  you  will  admit 
us  to  be  a  loyal  people,  so  you  will  think  it  par- 
donable in  us  to  hope  for  all  proper  marks  of  favour 
and  protection  from  so  gracious  a  king,  that  a  loyal 
and  free  people  can  expect :  among  which,  we  all 
agree  in  reckoning  this  to  be  one,  that  Wood's  half- 
pence may  never  have  entrance  into  this  kingdom. 
And  this  we  shall  continue  to  wish,  when  we  dare 
no  longer  .express  our  wishes ;  although  there  were 
no  such  mortal  as  a  drapier  in  the  world. 

I  am  heartily  sorry  that  any  writer  should,  in  a 
cause  so  generally  approved,  give  occasion  to  the 
government  and  council  to  charge  him  with  para- 
graphs "  highly  reflecting  upon  his  majesty  and 
his  ministers ;  tending  to  alienate  the  affections  of 
his  good  subjects  in  England  and  Ireland  from  each 
other,  and  to  promote  sedition  among  the  people*." 
I  must  confess  that,  with  many  others,  I  thought  he 
meant  well ;  although  he  might  have  the  failing  of 
better  writers,  not  to  be  always  fortunate  in  the 
manner  of  expressing  himself. 

However,  since  the  Drapier  is  but  one  man^  I 
phall  think  I  do  a  public  service  by  asserting,  that 


\^ 


*  The  expressions  of  the  Proclamation^ 
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the  rest  of  my  countrymen  are  wholly  free  from 
learning  out  of  his  pamphlets  to  reflect  on  the  king 
or  his  ministers,  and  to  breed  sedition. 

I  solemnly  declare,  that  I  never  once  heard  the 
least  refleotion  cast  upon  the  king,  on  the  subject 
of  Mr  Wood's  coin  :  for  in  many  discourses  on  this 
matter,  I  do  not  remember  his  majesty's  name  to  be 
so  much  as  mentioned.  As  to  the  ministry  in  Eng- 
land, the  only  two  persons  hinted  at,  were,  the  Duke 
of  Grafton  and  Mr  Walpole  :  the  former,  as  I  have 
heard  you  and  a  hundred  others  affirm,  declared 
"that  he  never  saw  the  patent  in  favour  of  Mr 
Wood,  before  it  was  passed,"  although  he  was  then 
lord-lieutenant :  and  therefore  I  suppose  every  body 
believes  that  his  grace  has  been  wholly  unconcern- 
ed in  it  ever  since. 

Mr  Walpole  was  indeed  supposed  to  be  underr 
stood  by  the  letter  W.  in  several  newspapers ; 
where  it  is  said  that  some  expressions  fell  from  him 
not  very  favourable  to  the  people  of  Ireland ;  for 
the  truth  of  which  the  kingdom  is  not  to  answer, 
any  more  than  for  the  discretion  of  the  publishers. 
You  observe,  the  Drapier  wholly  clears  Mr  Walpole 
of  this  charge  by  very  strong  arguments  ;  and 
speaks  of  him  with  civility,  I  cannot  deny  myself 
to  have  been  often  present,  where  the  company 
gave  their  opinion,  that  Mr  Walpole  favoured  Mr 
Wood's  projects,  which  I  always  contradicted;  and 
for  my  own  part  never  once  opened  my  lips  against 
that  minister,  either  in  mixed  or  particular  meetings; 
and  my  reason  for  this  reservedness  was,  because  it 
pleased  him  in  the  queen's  time  (I  mean  queen 
Anne  of  ever  blessed  memory)  to  make  a  speech 
directly  against  me  by  name,  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, as  1  was  tpld  a  very  few  minutes  after,  in  the 
court  of  requests,  by  more-than  fifty  members. 
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But  you,  who  are  in  a  great  station  here  (if  any 
thing  here  may  be  called  great),  cannot  be  igno- 
rant, that  whoever  is  understood  by  public  voice  to 
be  chief  minister,  will,  among  the  general  talkers, 
share  the  blame,  whether  justly  or  not,  of  every 
thing  that  is  disliked ;  which  I  CQuld  easily  make 
appear  in  many  instances  from  my  own  knowledge, 
while  I  was  in  the  world ;  and  particularly  in  the 
case  of  the  greatest,  the  wisest,  and  the  most  ua- 
corrupt  minister  I  ever  conversed  with  *. 

But  whatever  unpleasing  opinion  some  people 
might  conceive  of  Mr  Walpole,  on  account  of  those 
halfpence,  I  dare  boldly  affirm  it  was  entirely  ow- 
ing to  Mr  Wood.  Many  persons  of  credit  come 
from  England,  have  affirmed  to  me  and  others,  that 
they  have  seen  letters  under  his  hand,  full  of  arro- 
gance and  insolence  towards  Ireland,  and  boasting 
of  his  favour  with  Mr  Walpole ;  which  is  highly 
probable  ;  because  he  reasonably  thought  it  for  his 
interest  to  spread  such  a  report,  and  because  it  is 
the  known  talent  of  low  and  little  spirits,  to  have  a 
great  man's  name  perpetually  in  their  mouths  f* 

Thus  I  have  sufficiently  justified  the  people  of 
Ireland  from  learning  any  bad  lesson  out  of  the 
Drapier's  pamphlets,  with  regard  to^his  majesty  and 
his  ministers :  and  therefore,  if  those  papers  were 
intended  to  sow  sedition  among  us,  God  be  thanked 
the  seeds  have  fallen  upon  a  very  improper  soiU 
'  As  to  alienating  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
England  and  Ireland  from  each  other,  I  believe  the 
Drapier,  whatever  his  intentions  were,  has  left  that 
matter  just  as  he  found  it. 


*  Supposed  to  be  the  lord- treasurer  O:iford«— «H. 
i-  Mr  Coxf ,  in  his  account  of  this  traqsactiqn,  admits,  and  ceo* 
suxes  this  i  ncltf  cretion  of  Wood. 
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I  have  lived  long  in  both  kingdoms,  as  well  in 
country  as  in  town ;  and  therefore  take  myself  to 
be  as  well  informed  as  most  men,  in  the  disposi- 
tions of  each  people  toward  the  other.  By  the  peo- 
ple, I  understand  here  only"  the  bulk  of  the  common 
people :  and  I  desire  no  lawyer  may  distort  or  ex- 
lend  my  meaning. 

There  is  a  vein  of  industry  and  parsimony,  that 
runs  through  the  whole  people  of  England,  wbich^ 
added  to  the  easiness  of  their  rents,  makes  them  rich 
and  sturdy.  As  to  Ireland,  they  know  little  more 
of  it  than  they  do  of  Mexico :  farther  than  that  it  is 
a  country  subject  to  the  king  of  England^  full  of 
bogs,  inhabited  by  wild  Irish  Papists^  who  are  kept 
in  awe  by  mercenary  troops  sent  from  thence :  and 
their  general  opinion  is,  that  it  were  better  for  Eng- 
land if  this  whole  island  were  sunk  into  the  sea ;  for 
they  have  a  tradition,  that  every  forty  years  there 
must  be  a  rebellion  in  Ireland.  I  have  seen  the 
grossest  suppositions  passed  upon  them :  ^'  that  the 
wild  Irish  were  taken  in  toils;  but  that  in  sometime 
they  would  grow  so  tame  as  to  eat  out  of  your 
hands.''  I  have  been  asked  by  hundreds,  and  par- 
ticularly by  my  neighbours  your  tenants  at  Pepper- 
harrow,  **  whether  I  had  come  from  Ireland  by 
sea  ?"  and,  upon  the  arrival  of  an  Irishman  to  a  coun- 
try town,  I  have  known  crowds  coming  about  him, 
and  wondering  to  see  him  look  so  much  better  than 
themselves. 

A  gentleman  now  in  Dublin  affirms,  ^^  that, 
passing  some  months  ago  through  Northampton, 
and  finding  the  whole  town  in  a  flurry,  with  bells^ 
bonfires,  and  illuminations ;  upon  asking  the  cause^ 
he  was  told  that  it  was  for  joy  that  the  Irish  had 
submitted  to  receive  Wood's  halfpence."  This,  I 
think,  plainly  shows  what  sentiments  that  large 
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town  has  of  us ;  and  how  little  they  made  it  their 
own  case;  although  they  lie  directly  iii  our  way  to 
London,  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  frequently 
convinced  that  we  have  human  shapes. 

As  to  the  people  of  this  kingdom,  they  consist 
either  of  Irish  Papists,  who  are  as  inconsiderable,  in 
point  of  power,  as  the  women  and  children  ;  or  of 
English  Protestants,  who  love  their  brethren  of  that 
kingdom^  although  they  may  possibly  sometimes 
complain  when  they  think  they  are  hardly  used. 
However,  I  confess  1  do  not  see  that  it  is  of  any 
great  consequence,  how  the  personal  affections 
•stand  to  each  other,  while  the  sea  divides  them,  and 
while  they  continue  in  their  loyalty  to  th^  same 
prince.  And  yet  I  wifl  appeal  to  you,  whether 
those  from  England  have  reason  to  complain,  when 
they  come  hither  in  pursuit  of  their  fortunes  ?  or, 
whether  the  people  of  Ireland  have  reason  to  boast, 
when  they  go  to  England  u^on  the  same  design  ? 

My  second  proposition  was,  that  we  of  Ireland 
are  a  free  people :  this,  I  suppose,  you  will  allow, 
at  least  with  certain  limitations  remaining  in  your 
own  breast.     However,  I  am  sure  it  is  not  criminal 
to  affirm  it ;  because  the  words  liberty  and  proper- 
ty, as  applied  to  the  subject,  are  often  mentioned  in 
both  houses  of  parliament,  as  well  as  in  yours  and 
other  d^urts  below  :  whence  it  must  follow,  that  the 
people  of  Ireland  do  or  ought  to  enjoy  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  common  and  statute  law :  such  as  to  be 
tried  by  juries,  to  pay  no  money  without  their  own 
.consent  as  represented  in  parliament,  and  the  like. 
If  this  be  so,  and  if  it  be  universally  agreed  that  a 
free  people. cannot  by  law  be  coipapelled  to  take  any 
money  in  payment^  except  gold  and  silver,,  I  do 
4iot  see  why  any  man  should  be  hindered,from  cau- 
t^oninghis  countrymen  against  this  coin  of.  WiUi^ni 
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Wood,  who  is  endeavouring  by  fraud  to  roh  us  of 
that  property  which  the  laws  have  secured.  If  I 
am  mistaken,  and  this  copper  can  be  obtruded  on 
us,  I  would  put  the  Drapier*s  case  in  another  light, 
by  supposing,  that  a  person  going  into  his  shop 
would  agree  for  thirty  shillings  worth  of  goods,  and 
force  the  seller  to  take  his  payment  in  a  parcel  of 
copper  pieces  intrinsically  not  worth  above  a  crown : 
I  desire  to  know  whether  the  Drapier  would  not  be. 
actually  iV)bbedof  five  and  twenty  shillings;  and  how 
far  he  would  be  said  to  be  master  of  his  property  ? 
The  same  question  may  be  applied  to  rents,  and 
debts  on  bond  or  mortgage,  and  to  all  kind  of  com- 
merce whatsoever. 

Give  me  leave  to  do,  what  the  Drapier  has  done 
more  than  once  before  me  ;  which  is,  to  relate  the 
naked  fact,  as  it  stands  in  the  view  of  the  world. 

One  William  Wood,  Esq.  a  hardwareman,  ob- 
tains by  fraud  a  patent  in  England  to  coin  108,0001. 
in  copper,  to  pass  in  Ireland,  leaving  us  liberty  to 
take  or  to  refuse.  The  people  here,  in  all  sorts  of 
bodies  and  representatives,  do  openly  and  heartily 
declare,  that  they  will  not  accept  this  coin.  To  jus- 
tify these  declarations,  they  generally  offer  tv^o'rea- 
sons ;  first,  because  by  the  words  of  the  patent  they 
are  left  to  their  own  choice ;  and,  secondly,  because 
they  are  not  obliged  by  law :  so  that  you  see  there 
is,  helium  atque  virum,  a  kingdom  on  one  side,  and 
William  Wood  on  the  other.  And  if  Mr  Wood 
gets  the  victory  at  the  expence  of  Ireland's  ruin, 
and  the  profit  of  one  or  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds  (I  mean  by  continuing  and  counterfeiting 
as  long  as  he  lives)  for  himiself,  I  doubt,  both  pre- 
sent and  future  ages  will  at  least  think  it  a  very  sin- 
gular scheme. 

If  this  fact  be  truly  stated,  I  must  confess  I  look 
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upon  it  as  my  daty,  so  far  as  God  has  enabled  me, 
and  as  long  as  I  keep  within  the  bounds  of  truths 
of  duty,  and  of  decency,  to  warn  my  fellow-subjects, 
as  they  value  their  king,  their  country,  and  all  that 
ought  or  can  be  dear  to  them,  never  to  admit  this 
pernicious  coin ;  no  not  so  much  as  one  single  half- 
penny; for  if  one  single  thief  forces  the  door,  it  is  in 
Tain  to  talk  of  keeping  out  the  whole  crew  behind. 
'  And  while  I  shsdl  be  thus  employed,  I  will  never 
give  myself  lea  veto  suppose,  that  what  I  ,aay  can  ei- 
ther offend  my  lord-lieutenant,  whose  person  and 
great  qualities  I  have  always  highly  respected  (as  I 
am  sure  his  excellency  will  be  cay  witness),  or  the 
ministers  in  England,  with  whom  I  have  nothing  to 
do,  or  they  with  me ;  mlich  less  the  privy-council 
here,  who,  as  I  am  informed,  did  send  an  address  to 
bis  majesty  against  Mr  Wood's  coin ;  which,  if  it 
be  a  mistake,  I  desire  I  may  be  not  accused  for  a 
spreader  of  false  news :  but  I  confess  I  am  so  great 
a  stranger  to  affairs,  that,  for  any  thing  I  know,  the 
whole  body  of  the  council  may  since  have  been 
changed :  and  although  I  observe  some  of  the  very 
same  Yiames  in  a  late  declaration  against  that  coin, 
which  I  saw  subscribed  to  the  proclamation  against 
the  Drapier,  yet  possibly  they  may  be  different 
persons ;  for  they  are  utterly  unknown  to  me>  and 
are  likely  to  continue  so. 

In  this  controversy,  where  the  reasoners  on  each 
side  are  divided  by  St  George's  Channel  his  majes- 
ty's prerogative  perhaps  would  not  have  been  men- 
tioned, if  Mr  Wood  and  his  advocates  had  not  made 
it  necessary,  by  giving  out  that  the  currency  of  his 
coin  should  be  enforced  by  a  proclamation.  The 
traders  and  common  people  of  the  kingdom  were 
heartily  willing  to  refuse  this  coin ;  but  the  fear  of 
lat  proclamation  brought  along  with  it  most  dreadful 
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apprehensions.  It  was  therefore  absolutely  neces- 
saiy  for  the  Drapier  to  remove  this  difficulty ;  and 
accordingly,  in  one  of  his  former  pamphlets,  he 
produced  invincible  arguments  (wherever  he  pick'^ 
ed  them  up),  that  the  king's  prerogative  was  not  at 
all  concerned  in  the  matter;  since  the  law  had  suf« 
fkiently  provided  against  any  coin  to  be  imposed 
on  the  subject,  except  gold  and  silver ;  and  that 
copper  is  not  money,  but  as  it  has  been  properly 
called,  nummorum  famwlus. 

The  three  former  letters  from  the  Drapier  having 
not  received  any  public  censure,  I  look  upon  them 
to  be  without  exception ;  and  that  the  good  people 
of  the  kingdom  ought  to  i^ead  them  often,  in  order 
.to  keep  up  that  spirit  raised  against  this  destructive 
coin  of  Mr  Wood.  As  for  his  last  letter,  against 
which  a  proclamation  is  issued,  I  shall  only  say, 
that  I  could  wish  it  were  stripped  of  all  that  can  be 
anyway  exceptionable;  which  I  would  not  think 
it  below  me  to  undertake,  if  my  abilities  were  equal; 
but,  being  naturally  somewhat  slow  of  comprehen- 
sion,  no  lawyer,  and  apt  to  believe  the  best  of  those 
who  profess  good  .designs,  without  any  visible  mo* 
tive  either  of  profit  or  honour ;  I  might  pore  for 
ever,  without  distinguishing  the  cockle  from  the 
com. 

Tliat  which  I  am  told  gives  the  greatest  offence 
in  this  last  letter,  is,  where  the  Drapier  affirms, 
"  that,  "if  a  rebellion  should  prove  so  successful  as  to 
fix  the  pretender  on  the  throne  of  England,  be 
would  venture  so  far  to  transgress  the  Irish  statute, 
which  unites  Ireland  to  England  under  one  king,  as 
to  lose  every  drop  of  his  blood  to  hinder  him  from 
being  king  of  Ireland." 

i  shall  not  presume  to  vindicate  any  man,  who 
%pe«ily  declares  he  would  transgress  a  statute ;  afud. 
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a  statute  of  such  importance :  but,  with  the  most 
humble  submission  and  desire  of  pardon  for  a  very 
innocent  mistake,  t  should  be  apt  to  think,  that  the 
loyal  intention  of  the  writer  might  be  at  least  some 
small  extenuation  of  his  crime ;  for  in  this  I  confess 
myself  to  think  with  the  Drapier. 

I  have  not  been  hitherto  told  of  any  other  objec- 
tions against  that  pamphlet;  but  I  suppose  they 
will  all  appear  at  the  prosecution  of  the  Drapier. 
And  I  think,  whoever  in  his  own  conscience  be- 
lieves the  said'  pamphlet  to  be  ^'  wicked  and  malici- 
ous, seditious  and  scandalous,  highly  reflecting  up- 
on his  majesty  and  his  ministers,' '  &c.  would  do 
well  to  discover  the  author  (as  little  a  friend  as  I  am 
to  the  trade  of  informers),  although*  the  reward  of 
3001.  had  not  been  tacked  to  the  discovery.  I 
own,  it  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  hear 
the  arguments  not  only  of  judges,  but  of  lawyers 
upon  this  case :  because  you  cannot  but  know, 
there  often  happen  occasions,  wherein  it  would  be 
very  convenient  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  should 
be  informed  how  they  ought  to  conduct  themselves ; 
and  therefore  it  has  been  the  wisdom  of  the  English 
parliaments  to  be  very  reserved  in  limiting  the  press. 
When  a  bill  is  debating  in  either  house  of  parlia- 
ment  there,  nothing  is  more  usual  than  to  have  the 
controversy  handled  by  pamphlets  on  both  sides, 
without  the  least  animadversion  upon  the  authors. 

So  here,  in  the  case  of  Mr  Wood  and  his  coin, 
since  the  two  houses  gave  their  opinion  by  addres- 
ses, how  dangerous  the  currency  of  copper  would  be 
to  Ireland,  it  was,  without  all  question,  both  lawful 
and  convenient,  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  should 
be  let  more  particularly  into  the  nature  of  the  dan- 
ger they  were  in,  and  of  the  remedies  that  were  in 
their  own  power,  if  they  would  have  the  sense  to 
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apply  them ;  and  this  cannot  be  more  conveniently 
done,  than  by  particular  persons,  to  whom  God  has 
given  2Seal  and  understanding  sufficient  for  such  an 
undertaking.  Thus  it  happened  in  the  case  of  that 
destructive  project  for  a  bank  in  Ireland,  which  was 
brought  into  parliament  a  few  years  ago ;  and  it 
was  allowed  that  the  arguments  and  writings  of 
some  without  doors  contributed  very  much  to  reject 
it. 

Now,  I  should  be  heartily  glad,  if  some  able  law- 
yers would  prescribe  the  limits,  how  far  a  private 
man  may  venture  in  delivering  his  thoughts  upon 
public  matters ;  because  a  true  lover  of  his  country 
may  think  it  hard  to  be  a  quiet  stander-by,  and  an 
indolent  looker*on,  while  a  public  error  prevails,  by 
which  a  whole  nation  may  be  ruined.  Every  man 
who  enjoys  property,  has  some  share  in  the  public ; 
and  therefore  the  care  of  the  public  is,  in  some  de- 
gree, every  such  man's  concern. 
•  To  come  to  particulars ;  I  could  wish  to  know. 
Whether  it  be  utterly  unlawful  in  any  writer  so 
much  as  to  mention  the  prerogative ;  at  least  so  far 
as  to  bring  it  into  doubt  upon  any  point  whatsoever  } 
I  know  it  is  often  debated  in  Westminster-hall ;  and 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  as  well  as  other  eminent  lawyers^ 
do  frequently  handle  that  subject  in  their  books. 

Secondly,  How  far  the  prerogative  extends  to 
force  coin  upon  the  subject,  which  is  not  sterling  y 
such  as  lead,  brass,  copper,  mixt  metal,  shells,  lea- 
ther, or  any  other  material ;  and  fix  upon  it  what- 
ever denomination  the  crown  shall  think  fit  ? 

Thirdly,  What  is  really  and  truly  meant  by  that 
phrase  of  ^^  a  depending  kingdom,''  as  applied  to 
Ireland,  and  wherein  that  dependency  consists  ? 

Lastly,  In  what  points  relating  to  liberty  and  pro- 
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perty,  the  people  of  Ireland  differ,  or  at  leaat  ought' 
to  differ,  from  those  of  England  ? 

If  these  particulars  were  made  so  clear  that  none 
could  mistake  them,  it  wouid  be  of  infinite  ease  and 
use  to  the  kingdom,  and  either  prevent  or  isilence 
all  discontents* 

My  Lord  Sqmers,  the  greatest  man  I  eyer  knew 
of  your  roi>e,  and  whose  thoughts  of  Ireland  diffei^ 
as  far  as  heaven  and  earth  from  those  of  some  others 
among  his  brethren  here,  lamented  to  me,  that  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  or  the  privileges  of  parlia^ 
ment,  should  ever  be  liable  to  dispute  in  any  single 
branch  of  either;  by  which  means,  he  said,  the 
public  often  suffered  great  inconveniences,  whereof 
he  gave  me  several  inistances.  I  produce  the  autho- 
rity of  so  eminent  a  person^  to  justify  my  desires 
that  some  high  points  might  be  cleared. 

For  want  of  such  known  ascertainment,  how  £Mr 
a  writer  may  proceed  in  expressing  bis  good  wishes 
for  his  country,  a  person  of  the  most  innocent  in- 
tefntions  may  possibly,  by  the  oratory  and  com* 
ments  of  lawyers,  be  charged  with  many  crimes^ 
which  from  his  very  soul  he  abhors ;  and  consequent- 
ly may  be  ruined  in  his  fortunes,  and  left  to  rot 
mnong  thieves  in  some  stinking  jail,  merely  for  nii»> 
taking  the  purlieos  of  the  law.  I  have  known,  in 
my  life-time,  a  printer  prosecuted  and  convicted  for 
polishing  a  pamphlet,  *  where  the  author's  intea- 
tions,  I  am  confident,  were  as  good  and  innocent^  as 
those  of  a  martyr  at  his  last  prayers.  I  did  very 
lately,  as  1  thought  it  my  duty,  preach  to  the  people 
tinder  my  inspection,  upon  the  subject  of  Mr  Wood's 
corn ;  and  although  i  never  heard  that  my  semion 
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gave  the  lesist  offence,  as  I  am  sure  none  was  intend- 
ed>  yet,  if  it  were  now  printed  and  pablished,  I  can- 
not say  I  would  ensure  it  from  the  hands  of  the 
common  hangman,  or  my  own  person  from  those  of 
a  messenger*. 

I  have  heard  the  late  chief-justice  Holt  affirm, 
that,  in  all  criminal  cases  the  most  favourable  inter- 
pretation should  be  put  upon  words  that  they  can 
possibly  bear.  You  meet  the  same  position  assert- 
ed in  many  trials  for  the  greatest  crimes ;  though 
often  veVy  ill  practised,  by  the  perpetual  corruption 
of  judges.  And  I  remember  at  a  trial  in  Kent, 
where  Sir  George  Rook  was  indicted  for  calling  a 
gentleman  knave  and  villain,  the  lawyer  for  the  de- 
feadant  brought  off  his  client,  by  alleging  that  the 
words  were  not  injurious ;  for  knasve  in  the  old  and 
true  signification  imported  only  a  servant;  and  viU 
lain  in  Latin  is  villicus,  which  is  no  more  than  a 
man  employed  in  country  labour,  or  rather  a  bailiff. 
If  sir  John  Holt's  opinion  were  a  standard  maxim 
for  all  times  and  circumstances,  any  writer,  with  a 
very  small  measure  of  discretion,  might  easily  be 
safe  ;  but  I  doubt,  in  practice,  it  has  been  frequently 
controuled,  at  least  before  his  time :  for  I  take  it  to 
be  an  old  rule  in  law. 

I  have  read,  or  heard,  a  passage  of  Seignior  Gre- 
gorio  Leti,  an  Italian ;  who,  being  in  London,  busy- 
ing himself  with  writing  the  history  of  England,  told 
king  Charles  the  Second,  *^  that  he  endeavoured  as 
much  as  he  could  to  avoid  giving  ofience,  but  found 
it  a  thing  impossible,  although  he  should  have  been 
as  wise  as  Solomon."  The  king  answered,  ^^  that. 
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if  Ihis  were  the  case^  he  had  bett^f  efinploj  hii  time 
in  writing  proverbft,  as  Solomoti  did."  But  Leti  Uy 
under  no  public  neoes^ty  of  Writing ;  neithef  would 
England  haye  been  one  hati^enny  the  better  or  the 
worse,  whether  he  writ  or  not. 

This  I  mentioh,  because  I  know  it  will  readily  be 
objected,  "  What  have  private  men  to  do  with  the 
public?  what  call  had  a  drapier  to  turn  politician^ 
to  meddle  in  matters  of  state!  wduld  not  hiid  time 
have  been  better  employed  in  looking  to  hts  shop ; 
or  his  pen,  in  writing  proverbs,  elegies,  ballads,  gat- 
landis,  and  wonder&i  ?  He  would  then  have  been  out 
of  all  danger,  of  proclamations  and  prosecutions. 
Have  we  not  able  magistrsites  and  counsellors  hour- 
,  ly  watdiing  over  the  public  weal  ?**     All  this  may 
be  tWe :  and  yet,  When  the  addresses  from  both 
houses  of  parliament  against  Wood's  halfpence  failed 
of  success,  if  some  pen  had  not  been  employed  to 
jnfofth  the  people  how  far  they  might  legally  pfo- 
ceed  in  reftising  that  coin ;  to  detect  the  nraud,  the 
artifice^  and  insolence  of  the  coiner ;  and  to  lay  open 
the  most  ruinous  consequences  to  the  whole  king- 
dom,  which  would  inevitably  folldw  from  the  cur- 
rency of  the  isaid  coin ;   I  might  appeal  to  many 
hundred  thousand  people,  whether  any  one  of  thetti 
would  iever  have  had  the  courage  or  sagadity  to  re- 
fuse it. 

If  this  copper  should  begin  to  make  its  way 
among  the  common  ignorant  people,  we  are  inevita- 
bly undone.  It  is  they  who  give  us  thfe  greatest 
apprehension,  being  easily  frighted,  and  greedy  to 
$wallow  misinformations;  for,  if  every  man  were 
wise  enough  to  understand  his  own  interest,  which 
is  every  man^s  principal  study,  there  would  be  no 
need  of  pamphlets  upon  this  occajsion :  but  as  things 
stand^  I  have  thought  it  absolutely  necessary^  from 
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toy  doty  to  God,  my  king,  and  my  country,  to  in-* 
form  the  people  that  the*  proclamation  lately  issued 
against  the  Drapier,  doth  not  in  the  least  affect  the 
c^se  of  Mr  Wood  and  his  coin;  but  only  refers  to  cer«* 
tain  paragraphs  in  the  Drapier's  last  pamphlet  (not 
immediately  relating  to  his  subject,  nor  at  all  to  the 
merits  of  the  cause)   which  the  government  was 
pleased  to  dislike ;  so  that  any  man  has  the  same 
liberty  to  reject,  to  write,  and  to  declare  against  this  i 
coiri,  which  he  had  before:    neither  is  any  mlui: 
obliged  to  belieYe,  that  those  honourable  persons  - 
(whereof  you  arc  the  first)  who  signed  that  memo- ^ 
rable  proclamation  against  the  Drapier,  have  at  all  • 
changed  their  opinions  with  regard  to  Mr  Wood,  or 
his  coin. 

Therefore,  concluding  myself  to  be  thus  far  upoa . 
a  safe  and  sure  foot,  I  &hall  continue  upon  any  pro- ; 
per  occasion,  as  God  enables  nie,  to  revive  and  pre-r 
serve  that  spirit  raised  in  the  i^ation  (whether  the; 
real  author  were  a  real  drapier  or  not  is  little  to  fhe 
purpose)  against  this  horrid  design  of  Mr  Wood ;  at 
the  same  time  carefully  watching  every  stroke  of 
my  pen,  and  venturing  only  to  incur  the  public 
censure  of  the  world,  as  a  writer;   not  of  my  lord 
chief-justice  Whitshed,  as  a  criminal.    Whenever 
an  order  shall  come  out  by  authority,  forbidding  ali 
men^  tipon  the  highest  penalties,  to  offer  any  thing 
in  writing  or  discoufse  against  Mr  Wood  s  half- 
pence, I  shall  certainly  submit.     However,  if  that 
should  happen,  I  am  determined  to  be  somewhat 
more  than  the  last  tnati  in  the  kingdom  to  receive 
them,  because  I  will  never  receive  them  at  all;  for,, 
although  I  know  how  to  be  silent,  I  have  not  yet 
learned  to  pay  active  obedience  against  my  con- 
science and  the  public  safety. . 

I  desire  to  put  a  oase,  which  I  think  the  Drapier 
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in  some  of  his  books  has  put  before  me;  althoagh 
not  so  full  as  it  requires. 

You  know  the  copper  halfpence  in  England  are 
coined  by  the  public ;  and  every  piece  worth  pretty 
near  the  value  of  the  copper.  Now  suppose,  that, 
instead  of  the  public  coinage,  a  patent  had  been 
granted  to  some  private  obscure  person,  for  coining 
a  proportionable  quantity  of  copper  in  that  kingdom, 
to  what  Mr  Wood  is  preparing  in  this;  and  all  of  it 
at  least  five  times  below  the  intrinsic  value:  the 
current  money  of  England  is  reckoned  to  be  twenty 
millions;  and  ours  under  five  hundred  thousand 
pounds;  by  this  computation,  as  Mr  Wood  has 
power  to  give  us  168,000  pounds,  so  the  patentee 
in  England,  by  the  same  proportion,  might  circulate 
four  millions  three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
pounds ;  besides  as  much  more  by  stealth  and  coun- 
terfeits :  I  desire  to  know  from  you,  whether  the 
parliament  might  not  have  addressed  upon  such  an 
occasion;  what  success  they  probably  would  have 
had ;  and  how  many  Drapiers  would  have  risen  to 
pester  the  world  with  pamphlets  ?  Yet  that  kingdom 
would  not  be  so  great  a  sufferer  as  ours  in  the  like 
case ;  because  .their  cash  would  not  be  conveyed . 
into  foreign  countries,  but  be  hid  in  the  chests  of 
cautious  thrifty  men  until  better  times.  Then  I  de- 
sire, for  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  that  you  will 
please  to  inform  me,  why  this  country  is  treated  in 
so  very  different  a  manner  in  a  point  of  such  high 
importance;  whether  it  be  on  account  of  Poining's 
act;  of  subordination;  dependence;  or  any  other 
term  of  art,  which  I  shall  not  contest,  but  am  too 
dull  to  understand. 

I  am  very  sensible  that  the  good  or  ill  success  of 
Mr  Wood  will  affect  you  less  than  any  person  of, 
consequence  in  the  kmgdom ;  because  I  hear  you 


LBTTSS  VI. 


461 


are  so  prudent  as  to  make  all  your  purchases  iti 
fingland:  and  truly  so  would  I,  if  I  had  money,  al- 
though I  were  to  pay  a  hundred  years'  purchase; 
hecause  I  should  be  glad  to  possess  a  freehold  that 
could  not  be  taken  from  me  by  any  law  to  which  I 
did  not  give  my  own  consent;  and  where  I  should 
never  be  in  danger  of  receiving  my  rents  in  mixed 
copper,  at  the  loss  of  sixteen  shillings  in  the  pound. 
Yoii  can  live  in  eai^e  and  plenty  at  Pepper-harrow, 
in  Surrey ;  and  therefore  I  thought  it  extremely  ge- 
nerous and  public-spirited  in  you  to  be  of  the  king* 
dom's  side  in  this  dispute,  by  showing  without  re- 
serve your  disapprobation  of  Mr  Wood's  design :  at 
least  if  you  have  been  so  frank  to  others  as  you  were 
tome;  which  indeed  I  could  not  but  wonder  at» 
considering  how  much  we  differ  in  other  points; 
and  therefore  I  could  get  but  few  believers,  when  I 
attempted  to  justify  you  in  this  article  from  your 
own  words. 

I  would  humbly  offer  another  thought,  which  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  fallen  under  the  Drapier's 
observation.     If  these  halfpence  should  once  gain 
admittance,  it  is  agreed,  that,  in  no  long  space  of 
time,    what  by  the  clandestine  practices  of   the 
coiner^  what  by  his  ,own  counterfeits,  and  those  of 
others,  either  from  abroad  or  at  home,  his  limited 
quantity  would  be  tripled  upon  us,  until  there  would 
not  be  a  grain  of  gold  or  silver  visible  in  the  nation.- 
This  in  my  opinion  would  lay  a  heavy  charge  upon 
the  crown,  by  creating  a  necessity  of  transmitting 
money  from  England  to  pay  the  salaries  at  least  of  the 
principal  civil  officers :  for  I  do  not  conceive  how  a 
judge  (for  instance)  could  support  his  dignity  with 
a  thousand  pounds  a-year  in  Wood's  coin;    which 
would  not  intrinsically  be  worth  near  two  hundred. 
To  argue  that  these  halfpence,  if  no  other  coin  were 
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Qurrent,  wonld  aoswer  the  general  enids  of'<;oiii- 
merce  among  .oun^elyes^.  is  a  great  mistakei:  \and 
the  Drapier  ha$  made  that  matter  too  ctear  to 
BK^mit  an  answer,  by  showing  us  what  every 
Owner  of  land  must  be  forced  to  do  with  the 
products  of  it  in  such  a  distress.  You  may  read  hid 
remarks  at  jarge  in  h;is  second  and  third  letter;  to 
which  la'eferyoq,  •    ,    • 

Before  I  conclude,  I  cannot  but  observe,,  that  for 
several  months  p^st  there  have  mone  papers ;  b^en 
written  in  this  town,  such  as  they  are,  all  upon.tha 
best  public  principle,  the  love  of  our  country,  'than 
perhaps  bad  been  known  in  any  other  nation  m  so 
short  a  time :  I  speak  in  general,  from  the  Drapier 
down  to  the  maker  of  ballads  ;-  and  all  without  any 
regard  to  the  common  motives  of  writers  ;  which  are 
profit^  favour,  and  reputation.  As  to  profit,  I  am 
assured  by  persons  of  credit,  that  the  best  ballad 
upon  Mr  Wood  will  not  yield  above  a  groat  to  the 
author ;  and  the  unfortunate  adventurer  Harding  * 
declares  be  never  made  the  Drapier  any  present, 
except  one  pair  of  scissars.  As  to  favour,  whoever 
thinks  to  make  his  court  by  opposing  Mr  Wood>  is 
^lot  very  deep  in  politics.  And  as  to  reputation, 
'«pertain]y  no  man  of  worth  and  learning  would  em<>- 
ploy  his  pen  upon  so  transitory  a  subject,  and  in.  so 
pbscure  a  corner  of  the  world,  to  distinguish  himself 
as  an  author.  So  that  I  look  upon  myself,  the 
X>rapier,  and  my  numerous  brethren,  to  be  all  true 
patriots  in  our  several  degrees. 

All  that  the  public  can  expect  for  the  future,  is, 
only  to  be  sometimes  warned  to  beware  <^  Mr 
Wood's  halfpence;  and  to  be  referred  for  conviction 


« 

*  The  printer  of  the  Dmpier's  Letters.*— F* 


to  the  XJ|»pi?r'ftjfe|s9pa^ ,;  For  tf.  mp,  Q^.ifyp:  ^tm 

perp.i^tttgily.  afiftecfi^g,  cgv^edisfg^  pft, Hefting  q^ 

expr^fi^iqn^j  fpr  ie^r  of ;  >j?ingiiigi Jh^  »rWt%>./^ 
himself,  under  a  prosecution  from  my  lord  (^iji^ 
justice  ,|)}r^\t^h€idv  fnfr,)?ia^*t9  ffijfx, Pfiw^lJrance 
the-^in&dman  in  Don  Quixote,  who  being  soundly 
beaten  by  a  weaver  for  letting  a  stone  (which  he 
always  carried  on  his  shoulder)  fall  upon  a  spa- 
niel, apprehended  that  every  cur  he  met  was  of  the 
same  species. 

For  these  reasons  I  am  convinced,  that  what  I 
have  now  written  will  appear  low  and  insipid ;  but 
if  it  contributes  in  the  least  to  preserve  that  union 
among  us  for  opposing  this  fatal  project  of  Mr 
Wood,  my  pains  will  not  be  altogether  lost. 

I  sent  these  papers  to  an  eminent  lawyer  (and 
yet  a  man  of  virtue  and  learning  into  the  bargain,) 
who  after  many  alterations,  returned  them  back  with 
assuring  me  that  they  are  perfectly  innocent;  with- 
out the  least  mixture  of  treason,  rebellion,  sedition^ 
malice,  disaffection,  reflection,  or  wicked  insinua- 
tion whatsoever. 

If  the  bellman  of  each  parish,  as  he  goes  his  cir- 
cuit, would  cry  out  every  night  "  Past  twelve 
o'clock;  Beware  of  Wood's  halfpence;*'  it  would 
probably  cut  off  the  occasion  for  publishing  any- 
more pamphlets ;  provided  that  in  country  towns  it 
were  done  upon  market-days.  For  my  own  part, 
as  soon  as  it  shall  be  determined  that  it  is  not  against 
law,  I  will  begin  the  experiment  in  the  liberty  of  St 
Patrick's ;  and  hope  my  example  may  be  followed 
in  the  whole  city.  But  if  authority  shall  think  fit  to 
forbid  all  writings  or  discourses  upon  this  subject,  ex- 
cept such  as  are  in  /avouf  of  Mr  Wood,  I  will  obey. 
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as  it  becomes  me;  only,  when  I  am  in  danger  of 
t)ursting,  I  will  go  and  whisper  among  the  reeds, 
not  any  reflection  upon  the  wisdom  of  my  country- 
men; but  only  these  few  words,  BEWARE  OF 
WOOD'S  HALFPENCE.  I  am,  with  due  r^ 
fpect, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

J.S. 


[    264} 


LETTER  VII. 


AN  HUMBLE  ADDRESS  TO  BOTH  HOUSES 


OF  PARLIAMENT.  * 
By'  M.  B„  Dbapibb. 


<*  Multa  gemeat  plagasque  luperbi 
Victoris— «-»*' 


I  HAVE  been  told,  that  petitions  and  addrestes,  to 
either  king  or  parliament^  are  the  right  of  every  sub- 
ject, provided  they  consist  with  that  respect  which 
is  due  to  princes  and  great  assemblies.  Neither  do 
I  remember,  that  the  modest  proposals  or  opinions 
of  private  men  have  been  ill-received,  when  they 
have  not  been  delivered  in  the  style  of  advice; 
which  is  a  presumption  far  from  my  thoughts. 
However,  if  proposals  should  be  looked  upon  as  too 
assuming,'  yet  I  hope  every  man  may  be  suffered  to 
declare  his  own  and  the  nation's  wishes.     For  in- 


*  Thig  address  is  without  a  date;  bat  it  appears  to  hare  been 
written  during  the  first  session  in .  Lord  Carterc^t's  goTcrnment, 
though  it  did  not  appear  till  it  was  insertedi  with  the  preceding 
letter^  in  the  Dnbtin  edition  of  X735,— H. 
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stance;  I  may  be  allowed  to  wish,  that  some  farther 
laws  were  enacted  for  the  advancement  of  trade; 
for  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  now  strangely 
neglected,  against  the  maxims  of  all  wise  nations; 
for  supplying  the  manifest  defects  in  the  acts  con- 
cerning the  plant4tio(i  of  treiesi;  fot  setting  the  poor 
to  work ;  and  many  others. 

Upon  this  prinpi|4f*  I  may^y^pjtnre  ,^9  aiSrm  it  j^s 
the  hearty  wish  of  the  whole  nation,  vfery  few  ex- 
cepted, that  the  paiiiament,  in  this^  session,  would 
begin  by  strictly  examining  into  the  detestable  fraud 
of  one  William  Woodj  now'or  late  of  London,  hard- 
wareman ;  who  illegally  and  clandestinely,  as  ap- 
pears by  your  own  votes  and  addresses,  procured  a 
patent  in  England  for  coining  halfpence  in  that 
kingdom  to  be  current  here.  This,  I  say,  is  the 
wish  of  the  whole  nation,  very  few  excepted ;  and 
upon  account  of  those  few,  is  more  strongly  and 
justly  the  wish  of  the  rest ;  those  few  consisting  ei- 
ther of  Wood^s  confederates,  soipe  pb$<^ure  trades- 
men, or  certain  bold  UNDERTAKERS*,  pfweak 
judgment  and  strong  ambition,,  who  think  to  fi»d 
their  accounts  in  the  ruin  of  the  nation^  by  securing 
or  advancing  themselves.  And  becj|ti^$e  such  mm 
proceed  upon  a  system  of  poUtios,.to.¥?hich  I  would 
fain  hope  you. will  be  always  utter  strangers,  I  shall 
humbly  lay  it  before  you. 

Be  pleiased  to  suppose  me  in  a  station  of  fifteen 
hundred  pounds  a«year,  salary  aiiidiper(}ujsites :  aa4 
likewise  possessed  of  6001.  a  year  rep^  estate*  Th^n 


*  This  was  a  phrase  used  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.,  to  express 
those  dashing  miDisters  who  obtained  power  4»7.  vndortakiDg  to 
carry  through  particnW  fAvonrite  measures  of  thte  crown.  Bat 
the  Dean  applies  it  with  his  usual  studied  ambigmtfr,  ao  ^h4t  it  WJ 
be  explained  as  meaning  schemers  or  projoctonio  §fiiiemU  « 


suppose  a,  d^truotive  project  to  be  on  foot^  buqU 
for  instant  as, this  of  Wood ;. which,  if  it  succeed  ii| 
all  the  conseqn^ncea  naturialiy  to  be  expected. from 
it,  must  8»|ik  the  resits  and  w/ealth  of  the  kingdom 
one  half,  altbongh  I  am  oonfident  it  would  have 
done  so  five-sixths :  suppose,  I  conceive  tll^  the 
eountenailcing»  or  .privately  suppjorting,;  tliis,  pro- 
jeot,  willple^^.thofie  by  whom  I  expect  to  be  pre* 
served,  or  higher  .exalted :  toothing  then  remain$, 
but  to  compute  and  balanoe  v[^y>  gain  aild  my  lossi 
and  sum  up  the  whcde.  I  stippoae  that  I  ahall  ke^p 
my  employ.mcnt:.ten  yeiirst^Qot  to  mention  the  fair 
chance  of  abetter.  This>at  1500L  a  year,. amounts 
in  ten  years  to  1^,0001.  My  eatate,  by  the'Succ6s$ 
of  the  said  project^  sinks  4001.  a  year;  wbich,  at 
twenty  years'  purchase,  is  but  8000K ;  so  that  I  am 
a  clear  gainer  of  70001  •  upon  the  balance.  And 
during  alt  that  period  I  am  possessed  of  power 
and  credit,  can  gratify  my  favourites,  and  take  ven*^ 
geance  on  mine  enemies.  A  kid  if  the  proiect  mis^ 
carry,  my  private  merit  is  still  entire.  This  arith^ 
metic,  as  horrible  as  ^t.  appears,  I  knowingly  affirm 
to  have. been  pitactised  and  applied,  in  conjunctures 
whereon  depended  the  ruin  or  safety  of  a  nation  ; 
although  probably  the  charity  and  virtue  of  a  se-^ 
riate  Will  hardly  be  induced  to  believe,  that  there 
can  be  such  monsters  among  mankind.  And  yet 
the  wise  Lord  Bacon  mentions  a  sort  of.  people  (I 
doubt  the  race  is  not  yet  extinct)  who  would  *^  set  a 
house  on  fire  for  the  convenience  of  roasting  their 
own  eggs  at  the  flame." 

But  whoever  is  old  enough  to  remember,  and  has 
turned  his  thoughts  to  observe  the  course  of  public 
affairs  in  this  kingdom  from  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, must  acknowledge,  that  the  highest  points  of 
interest  and  liberty  have  been  often  sacrificed  to  the 
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avarice  and  ambition  of  particular  persons.  Upon  the 
very  principles  and  arithmetic  that  I  h^e  suppos- 
ed :  the  only  wonder  is,  how  these  artists  were  able 
to  prevail  upon  numbers,  and  influence  even  public 
assemblies,  to  become  instruments  for  effecting  their 
execrable  designs. 

It  is,'  I  think,  in  all  "conscience,  latitude  enough 
for  vice,  if  a  man  in  station  be  allowed  to  act  injus* 
tice  upon  the  usual  principles  of  getting  a  bribe, 
wreaking  his  malice,  serving  his  party^  or  consult* 
ing  his  preferment,  while  his  wickedness  terminates 
in  the  ruin  only  of  particular  persons.  But  to  deli- 
ver  up  our  whole  countr^y,  and  every  living  soul  who 
inhabits  it,  to  certain  destruction,  has  not^  as  I  re* 
member,  been  permitted  by  the  most  favourable  ca- 
suists on  the  side  of  corruption.  It  were  far  better, 
that  all  who  have  had  the  misfortune  to  be  born  in 
this  kingdom,  should  be  rendered  incapable  of  hold- 
ing any  employment  whatsoever  above  the  degree 
of  a  constable  (according  to  the  scheme  and  inten- 
tion of  a  great  minister  *  gone  to  his  own  place)^ 
than  to  live  under  the  daily  apprehension  of  a  few 
false  brethren  among  ourselves.  Because,  in  the 
former  case,  we  should  be  wholly  free  from  the  dan- 
ger of  being  betrayed  ;  since  none  could  then  have 
impudence  enough  to  pretend  any  public  good. 

It  is  true,  that  in  this  desperate  ajffair  of  the  new 
halfpence,  1  have  not  heard  of  any  man  above  my 
own  degree  of  a  shopkeeper,  to  have  been  hitherto 
so  bold  as  in  direct  times  to  vindicate  the  fatal  pro- 
ject ;  although  I  have  been  told  of  some  very  moUi* 
fying  expressions  which  were  used,  and  very  gentle 
expedients  proposed  and  handed  about,  when  it  first 


*  The  Earl  of  SunderfamdH-^H. 


came  under  deb9.te :  but,  since  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple have  been  so  far  opened,  that  the  most  ignorant 
can  plainly  see  their,  own  ruin  in  the  success  of 
Wood's  attempt,  these  grand  compounders  have  been 
more  cautious^. 

But  that  the  same  spirit  still  subsists,  has  mani- 
festly appeared  (amongother  instances  of  great  qom- 
pliance)  from  certain  circumstances  that  have  at« 
tended  some  late  proceedings  in  a  court  of  judica* 
ture.  There  is  not  any  common-place  more  fre- 
quently insisted  on  by  those  who  treat  of  our  con- 
stitution, than  the  great  happiness  and  es^cellency  of 
trials  by  juries  ;  yet,  if  this  blessed  part  of  our  law 
be  eludible  at  pleasure,  by  ^the  force  of  power, 
frowns,  and  artifice,  we  shall  have  little  reason  to 
boast  of  our  advantage  in  this  particular,  over  other 
states  or  kingdoms  in  Europe*  And  surely  these 
high  proceedings,  exercised  in  a  point  that  so  near- 
ly coaoerned  the  life-blood  of  the  people,  their  ne- 
cessary subsistence,  their  very  food  and  raiment,  and 
even  the  public  peace,  will  not  allow  any  favourable 
appearance ;  because  it  was  obvious,  that  so  much 
superabundant  zeal  coald  have  no  other  design,  or 
produce  any  other  effect,  than  to  damp  that  spirit 
raised  in  the  nation  against  this  accursed  scheme  of 
William  Wood  and  his  abettors ;  to  which  spirit  a- 
lone  we  owe,  and  for  ever  must  owe,  our  being  hi- 
therto preserved,  and  our  hopes  of  being  preserved 
for  the  future,  if  it  can  be  kept  up,  and  strongly 
countenanced  by  your  •  wise  assemblies.  I  wish  I 
could  account  for  such  a  demeanour  upon  a  more 
charitable  foundation  than  that  of  putting  our  inte*- 
rest  in  over  balance  with  the  ruin  of  our  country. 


*  AliadiDg  to  Sir  Robert  W^ipole's  oTerture* 
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I  remember  some  months  ago,  when  this  afikirwiu 
fresh  in  discourse,  a  person  nearly  allied  to  SOME- 
BODY,  or  (as  the  hawkers  called  him)  NOBODY, 
who  was  thought  deeply  concerned,  went  about  Wrj 
diligently  among  his  acquaintance,  to  show  the  bad 
consequences  that  might  follow  from  any  public  re- 
sentment, to  the  disadvantage  of  his  ally,  Mr  Wood; 
principally  alleging  the  danger  of  all  employments 
being  disposed  of  from  England.   One  of  these  eniis* 
saries  came  to  me,  and  urged  the  same  top^ic ;  I  afts- 
wer^d  naturally,  "that  Iknew  there  was  no  office 
of  any  kind  which  a  man  from  England  might  not 
have;  if  he  thought  it  worth  his  asking ;  and  that  I 
looked  upon  all  who  had  the  disadvantage  of  being 
born  here,  as  only  in  the  conditions  of  Teasere  and 
gleaners."     Neither  could  I  forbear  tnentioning  the 
known  fable  of  "  the  countryman,  who  entreated 
his  ass  to  fly,  for  fear  of  being  taken  by  the  enemy; 
but  the  ass  refused  to  give  himself  that  trouble,  and 
tipon  a  very  wise  reason,  because  he  could  not  pos- 
sibly change  his  present  master  for  a  worse ;  the 
enemy  could  not  make  him  fere  harder,  beat  him 
more  cruelly,  or  load  him  with  heavier  burdens." 

Upon  these,  and  many  other  considerations,  I  may 
affirm  it  to  be  the  wish  of  the  whole  nation,  that  tlie 
power  and  privileges  of  juries  were  declared,  ascer- 
tained, and  confirmed  by  the  legislature ;  and  that 
whoever  has  been  manifestly  known  to  violate 
them,  might  be  stigmatized  by  public  censure ;  not 
from  any  hope  that  such  a  censure  will  amend  their 
practices,  or  hurt  their  interest  (for  it  may  probably 
operate  quite  contrary  in  both),  but  that  the  nation  J 
may  know  their  enemies  from  their  fri<6nds. 

I  say  not  this  with,  any  xegard  or  view  to  mvself ; 
for  I  write  in  great  security  ^  and  am  resolvea  that 
mone  shall  merit  at  my  cxpence^  farther  than  by 
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showing  their  zeal  to  discover,  prosecute,  arid  con- 
demn me,  for  endeavouring  to  do  my  duty*  in  serv- 
ing my  country ;  and  yet  I  am  conscious  to  tnyself, 
that  I  never  Had  the  least  intention  to  reflect  on  his 
majesty's  ministers,  nor  on  any  other  person,  except 
William  Wood,  whom  I  neither  did,  nor  do  yet, 
conceive  to  be  of  that  number.  However,  some 
would  have  it,  that  I  went  too  far ;  but  I  suppose 
they  will  now  allow  themselves  mistaken.  I  am 
sure  I  might  easily  have  gonfe  farther,  and  I  think  I 
could  not  easily  have  fared  worse.  And  therefore  I 
was  no  farther  affected  with  their  proclamation,  and 
subsequent  proceedings,  than  a  good  clergyman  is 
with  the  sins  of  the  people.  And  as  to  the  poor 
printer,  he  is  now  gone  to  appear  before  a  higher, 
and  before  a  righteous  tribunal. 

As  my  intention  is  only  to  lay  before  your  great 
assemblies  the  general  wishes  of  the  nation ;  and 
as  I  have  alrelidy  dleclared  it  our  principal  wish,  that 
your  first  proceeding  would  be  to  examine  into  the 
pernicious  fraud  of  William  Wood ;  so  I  must  add, 
as  the  universal  opinion,  that  all  schemes  of  commu- 
tation, composition,  and  the  like  expedients,  either 
avowed  or  implied,  will  be  of  the  most  pernicious 
consequences  to  the  public ;  against  the  dignity  of 
a  free  kingdom;  and  prove  an  encouragement  to 
future  adventurers  in  the  same  destructive  projects. 
For  it  is  a  maxim,  which  no  man  at  present  dilsputes, 
that  even  a  connivance  to  admit  one  thousand  poundtl 
in  these  hlilfpence,  will  produce,  tti  time,  the  same 
ruinous  effects,  as  if  we  openly  consented  to  admit 
a  tnillioU.  *  It  were  therefore  infinitely  more  safe 
and  eligible  to  leave  things  in  the  doubtful,  melan-r 
Choly  state  they  are  at  present  (which  however  God 
forbid),  and  trust  entirely  to  the  general  aversion  of 
bur  people  against  this  coin,  using  all  honest  endea- 
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yours  to  preserve,  contiaue,  and  iiicreasfe  that  dyef^ 
sloQ,  than  submit  to  apply  those  palliatives^  wbieh 
weak,  perfidious,  or  abject  politicians  are,  upoii  all 
occasions,  and  in  ail  diseases,  so  ready  to  admini-^ 
ster. 

In  the  small  compass  of  my  reading  (which  how- 
ever has  been  more  extensive  than  is  usual  to  men 
of  my  inferior  calling),  I  have  observed  that  griev- 
ances have  always  preceded  supplies;  and  if  ever 
grievances  had  a  title  to  such  pre-eminence,  it  must 
be  this  of  Wood ;  because  it  is  not  only  the  greatest 
grievance  that  any  country  could  suffer,  but  a  griev- 
ance of  8.uch  a  kind,  that,  if  it  should  take  effect, 
would  make  it  impossible  for  us  to  give  any  supplies 
at  all,  except  in  adulterate  copper;  unless  a  tax 
were  laid  for  paying  the  civil  and  military  lists,  and 
the  large  pensions,  with  real  commodities  instead  of 
money  ;  which,  however,  might  be  liable  to  some 
few  objections,  as  well  as  difficulties :  for  although 
the  common  soldiers  might  be  content  with  beef, 
and  mutton,  and  wool,  and  malt,  and  leather ;  yet  I 
am  in  some  doubt  as  to  the  generals,  the  colonels, 
the  numerous  pensioners,  the  civil  officers  and  others, 
who  all  live  in  England  upon  Irish  pay,  as  well  as 
those  few  who  reside  among  us  only  because  thejr 
cannot  help  it. 

There  is  one  particular,  which,  although  I  have 
mentioned  more  than  once  in.  some  of  my  former 
papers,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  to  repeat,  and  a  little 
enlarge  upon  it;  because  I  do  not  remember  to 
have  read  or  heard  of  the  like  in  the  history  of  any 
age  or  country ;  neither  do  I  ever  reflect  upon  it 
without  the  utmost  astonishment. 

After  the  unanimous  addresses  to  his  sacred  ma* 
jesty  against  the  patent  of  Wood,  from  both  houses 
of  parliament,  which  are  the  three  estates  of  the 
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kingdom;  and  likewise  an  address  fron^^tbe  pri-vy- 
(Jouncil,  to  whom,  under  the  chief  goveruors,  the 
whole  administration  is  intrusted ;  the  matter  is  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  council  in  London.  Wood 
and  hislidherents  are  heard  on  one  side^  s^nd  a  few 
voluntefers^' without  any  trust  or  direction  fFOm  hence^ 
onlhd  other.'  The  question  (as  I  remember)  chiefi 
ly  turried  upon  the  want  of  halfpence  in  Ireland,?' 
witnesses  are  called  on  the  behalf  of  Wood,  of  what 
credit  t  have  formerly  shown  :  upon  the  issue,  the 
patenH  i&  found  good  and  legal;  all  bis  majesty's 
ofiicerd  here  (not  excepting  the  military)  command- 
ed to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  make  it  effectual ; 
the  addresses  of  both  houses  of  parliament,  of  the 
privy^council,  and  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  decla- 
rations of  most  counties  and  corporatiotiis  through 
the  kingdom,  are  altogether  laid  asidejr  as  of  no 
weight,  consequence,  or  consideration  whatsoever ; 
and  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  nonsuited,  in  de- 
fault of  appearance ;  ^as  if  it  were  a  ptivate  cause 
between  John  Doe,  plaintiff,  and  William  Roe,  de- 
fendant. 

With  great  respect  to  those  honourable  persons^ 
the  committee  of  council  in  XiOndon,  I  have  not  un- 
derwood- them  to  be  our  governors,  counsellors,  or 
judges.  Neither  did^our  case  turn  at  all  upon  the 
question,  whether  Ireland  wanted  halfpence  or  no. 
For  there  is  no  doubt,  but  we  do  want  both  half- 
pence, -gold,  and  'silver ;  and  we  have  numberless 
other  wants,  and  some  that  we  are  not  .so  much  as 
allowed  to  name,  although  they  are  peculiar  to  this 
nation:  to  which  no  other  is i subject,  whom  God 
has  blessed  with  religion  and  laws,  or  any  degree  of 
soil  and  sunshine ;  but  for  what  demerits  on  our 
side^  I  am  altogether  in  the  dark. 

But  I  do  not  remember  that  our  want  of  half- 
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pence  was  either  affirmed,  or  denied,  in  any  df  our 
addresses  or  declarations  against  those  of  Wood* 
We  alleged  the  fraudulent  obtaining  and  e^ecaiiiig 
of  his  patent ;  the  baseness  of  his .  metal ;  and  « the 
prodigious  -sum  to  be  coined,  which  mi^ht  be  in- 
creased by  fitealth,  from  foreign  importation,  and 
his  own  counterfeits,  as  well  as  those  iH  •  honie^ 
whereby  we  must  infallibly  lose  ail  our  iUtle  gold 
and  silver,  and  all  our  poof  remainder  of  a  very  li- 
jRiited  and  discouraged  trade.  We  ur^edt  tiiat  the 
patent  was  passed  without  the  least  teferemce  hither; 
and  without  mention  of  any  security  given  by  Wood 
to  receive  his  own  halfpence  upon  demand ;  both 
which  are  contpary  to  all  contrary  proceedings  in 
the  like  cases.  These  iand  many  other  arguments 
we  offered ;  but  still  the  patent  went  on«  and  at  this 
day  our  ruin  would  have  been  half-completed,  if 
<Tod  in  his  mercy  had  not  raised  a  universal  detes- 
tation of  these  halfpence  in  the  whole  lcingdom»  with 
a  firm  resolution  never  to  receive  them ;  since  we 
isire  Dot  under  obligatioiis  to  do  so,  by  any  law,  either 
human  or  divine. 

But  in  the  name:  of  God,  and  of  aU  justice  and 
piety,  when  the  king's  majesty  was  pleaaed  that 
•this  patent  should  pass,  is  it  not  to  be.  understood, 
that  he  conceived,  believed,  and  intended  it  as  a 
gracious  act,  for  the  ^ad  and  benefit  of  his  sub« 
jects,  for  the  advantage  of  a  great  and  fruitful  king- 
dom; of  the  most  loyal  kingdom  npon  earth,  where 
no  hand  or  voice  was  ever  lifted  up  against  him ;  a 
kingdom,  where  the  passage  ts  not  of  three  hours 
from  Britain,  and  a  kingdom '  where  papists  have 
less  power  and  Jess  land  than  in  England  ?  Can  it 
it  be  denied,  or  doubted,  that  his  majesty's  ministers 
understood  and  proposed  the  same  end,  the  good  of 
this  nation,  when  they  adidsed  the  pasaing  of  this 
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patent  ?  Can  the  person  of  Wood  be  otherwise  re- 
garded, than  as  the  instrument,  the  mechanic,  the 
head-workman,  to  prepare  his  furnace,  his  fuel,  his 
metal,  and  his  stamps  ?  If  I  employ  a  shoe-boy,  is  it 
in  view  to  his  advantage,  or  to  my  own  conveni- 
ence ?  I  mention  the  person  of  William  Wood  alone, 
because  no  other  appears ;  and  we  are  not  to  reason 
upon  surmises;  neither  would  it  avail,  if  they  had 
a  real  foundation. 

Allowing  therefore  (for  we  cannot  do  less)  that 
this  patent  for  the  coining  of  halfpence  was  wholly 
intended  by  a  gracious  king,  and  a  wise  public-spi- 
rited ministry,  for  the  advantage  of  Ireland;  yet 
when  the  whole  kingdom  to  a  man,  for  whose  good 
the  patent  was  designed,  do,  upon  maturest  consi- 
deration, universally  join  in  openly  declaring,  pro- 
testing, addressing,  petitioning  against  thepe  half- 
pence, as  the  most  ruinous  project  that  ever  was 
set  on  foot  to  complete  the  slavery  and  destruction 
of  a  poor  innocent  country ;  is  it,  was  it,  can  it,  or 
will  it  ever  be  a  question,  not,  whether  such  a  king- 
dom, or  William  Wood,  should  be  a  gainer;  but 
whether  such  a  kingdom  should  be  whcwly  undone, 
destroyed,  sunk,  depopulated,  made  a  scene  of  mi* 
sery  and  desolation,  for  the  sake  of  William  Wood  > 
God  of  his  infinite  mercy  avert  this  dreadful  judg- 
ment !  and  it  is  our  universal  wish,  that  God  would 
put  \K  into  your  hearts,  to  be  his  instruments  for  sq 
good  a  work. 

for  my  own  part,  who  am  but  one  man,  of  ob- 
scure condition,  I  do  solemnly  declare,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  AJmighty'<3rod,  that  I  will  jsuffer  the  most 
ignominious  and  torturing  death,  rather  than  submit 
to  receive  this  accursed  coin,  or  any  other  that  shall 
be  tiable  to  these  objections,  until  they  shall  be  for- 
ced lipoA  me  by  a  law  of  my  own  country  \  and^  if 
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that  shall  ever  happen,  I  will  transport  myself  into 
some  foreign  land,  and  eat  the  bread  of  poverty 
among  a  free  people. 

Am  I  legally  punishable  for. these  expressions? 
shall  another  proclamation  issue  against  me,  be- 
cause I  presume  to  take  my  country's  part  against 
tf  illiam  Wood,  where  her  final  destruction  is  in- 
tended? But  whenever  you  shall  please  to  impose 
silence  upon  me,  I  will  submit ;.  because  L  look 
upon  your  unanimous  voice  to  be  the  voice  of  the 
nation ;  and  this  I  have  been  taught,  and  do  believe, 
to  be  in  some  manner  the  voice  of  God. 

The  great  ignominy  of  a  whole,  kingdom  lying 
so  long  at  mercy  under  so  vile  an  adversary,  is  such 
a  deplorable  aggravation,  that  the*  utmost  expres- 
sions of  shame  and  rage  are  too  low  to  set  it  forth ; 
and  therefore  I  shall  leave  it  to  receive  such  a  re- 
sentment as  is  worthy  of  a  parliament. 

It.  is  likewise  our  universal  wish,  that  his  majesty 
should  grant  liberty  to  coin  halfpence  in  this  king- 
dom for  our  own  use,  under  such  restriction  as  a 
parliament  here  shall  advise :  since  the  power  of 
coining  even  gold  and  silver  is  possessed  by  every 
petty  prince  abroad ;  and  was  always  practised  by 
Scotland  to  the  very  time  of  the  union  :  yet  surely 
Scotland,  as  to  soil,  climate,  and  extent,  is  not  in  it- 
self the  fourth  part  th^  value  of  Ireland ;  for  Bishop 
Burnet  says,  "  it  is  not  above  the  fortieth  part  in  va- 
lue to  the  rest  of  Britain  /'  and  with  respect  to  the 
profit, that  England  gains  fronpk  hence,  not  the  forty 
thousandth  part.  Although  I  miiist  confess,  that  a 
mote  in  the  eye,  or  athorn  in  the  side,  is  more  dan- 
gerous and  painful,  than  a  beam  or  spike  at  a  dis- 
tance. 

The  histories  of  England,  and  of  most  other  coon* 
tjies,  abound  in  relating  the  miserable^  and  some- 
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tknes  the  most  tragical,  effects  from  the  abuses  of 
coin  by  debasing  the  metal,  by  lessening  or  enhan- 
cing the  value  upon  occasions,  to  the  public  loss ;  of 
which  we  have  an  example  within  our  owu  memoiy 
in  England,  and  another  very  lately  in  France,  ft 
is  the  tenderest  point  of  government,  affecting  every 
individual  in  the  highest  degree.  When  the  value 
of  money  is  arbitrary  or  unsettled,  no  man  can  well 
be  said  to  have  any  property  at  all ;  nor  is  any 
wound  so  suddenly  felt,  so  hardly  cured,  or  that 
leaves  such  deep  and  lasting  scars  behind. 

I  coneeive  this  poor  unhappy  island  to  have  a 
title  to  some  indulgence  from  England;  not  only 
upon  the  score  of  Christianity,  natural  equity,  and 
the  general  rights  of  mankind,  but  chiefly  on  ac- 
count of  that  immense  profit  they  receive  fr6m  us ; 
without  which,  that  kingdom  would  make  a  very 
different  figure  in  Europe,  from  what  it  does  at  pre- 
sent. 

The  rents  of  land  in  Ireland,  since  they  have  been 
of  late  so  enormously  raised  and  screwed  up,  may 
be  computed]  to  about  two  millions ;  whereof  one- 
third  part  at  least  is  directly  transmitted  to  those 
who  are  perpetual  absentees  in  England ;  as  I  find 
by  a  computation  made  with  the  assistance  of  seve« 
ral  skilful  gentlemen. 

The  other  articles,  by  which  we  are  altogether 
losers,  and  England  a  gainer,  we  found  to  amount 
to  almost  as  much  more. 

I  will  only  set  down  as  many  heads  of  them  as  I 
can  remember,  and  leave  them  to  the  consideration 
of  those  who  understand  accounts  better  than  I  pre- 
tend to  do. 

>  The  occasional  absentees,  for  business,  health,  or 

diversion. 

Three-fourths  of  the  revenue  of  the  chief  govern 
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Hor,  dtiring  his  absettcei  \  ithidk  is  niBUsklly  four  fifthi 
of  his  governixient. 

The  Whole  revenue  of  tht  post-office. 

The  numerous  pensions  paid  to  persons  in  Emg- 
land. 

The  pay  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  anoby  absait 
in  England,  which  is  a  great  sum. 

Four  commissioners  of  the  revenue,  always  ab« 
sent. 

Civil  employments,  very  numerous,  and  of  great 
incomie. 

The  vast  chai'ge  of  appeals  to  the  house  of  lords, 
aild  to  the  court  of  delegates. 

Studlents  at  the  inns  of  courts  and  the  two  oniver* 
sities. 

Eighty  thousand  pounds  sent  yearly  to  England 
for  coals :  whereof  the  prime  cost  is  nothings,  4nd 
therefore  the  profit  wholly  theirs. 

One  hundred  thousand  pounds  paid  several  years 
past  for  corn  sent  over  hither  from  England ;  tlie 
effect  of  our  own  great  wisdom  in  discouraging 
agriculture. 

The  kind  liberty  granted  us  of  wearing  Irtdiab 
ituffs,  and  calicoes,  to  gratify  the  vanity  and  foUy 
cxf  our  women ;  which,  beside  the  profit  to  England, 
is  an  inconceivable  loss  to  us,  forcing  the  weavers 
to  beg  in  our  streets,  or  transport  themselV'es  to  fo- 
reign countries. 

The  prodigious  loss  to  us,  and  gain  to  England, 
by  selling  them  all  our  wool  at  their  own  ratte ; 
whereof  the  manufacture  exceeds  above  ten  times 
the  prime  cost :  a  proceeding  without  example  in 
the  Christian  or  heathen  world. 

Our  otvn  wool  returned  upon  us  in  English  miatiu- 
factures,  to  our  infinite  shame  and  damage^  and  tb^ 
great  advantage  of  £^ngland. 
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The  full  profit  of  all  mines  accruing  to  England^ 
an  effect  of  great  negligence  and  stupidity. 

An  affectation  among  us  of  liking  all  kind  of 
good^  made  in  England. 

These,  and.  many  other  articles  which  I  cannot 
recollect  at  present,  are  agreed  by  judicious  men  to 
amount  to  near  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  jp^r 
annumj  clear  profit  to  England  * ;  and  upon  the 
whole,  let  any  man  look  into  those  authors  who 
write  upon  the  subject  of  commerce,  he  shall  find*, 
that  there  is  not  one  single  article  in  the  essentials 
or  circumstances  of  trade,  whereby  a  country  can 
be  a  loser,  which  w^e  do  .not  possess  in  the  highest 
perfection ;  somewhat  in  every  particular,  that  heart; 
a  kind  of  analogy  to  William  Wood  ;  and  now  the 
branches  are  all  cut  off,  he  stands  ready  with  his 
axe  at  the  root. 

Upon  this  subject  of  perpetual  absentees,  I  have 
iqient  some  time  in  very  insignificant  relHections ; 
and  considering  the  usual  motives  of  human  actions, 
which  are  pleasure,  profit,  and  ambition,  I  cannot 
yet  comprehend  how  those  persons  find  their  ac* 
count  in  any  of  the  three,  I  speak  not  of  those 
English  peers  or  gentlemen,  who,  beside  their  estates 
at  home,  have  possessions  here,  for  in  that  case  the 
matter  is  desperate;  but  I  meto  these  lords,  and 
wealthy  knights,  or  squires,  whose  birth,  and  partly 
'  their  education,  and  all  their  fortune  (except  some 
trifle,  and  that  in  a  very  few  instances),  are  in  this 
kingdom.     I  knew  many  of  them  well  enough  dur- 
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*  Many  of  the  above  articles  haye  been  since  particularly  com- 
puted in,  ^*  A  List  of  the  Absentees  of  Ireland,  and  the  yearly 
value  of  their  Estates  and  Incomes  spent  abroad.'-  •  By  Thomas 
Pfior,  Es^mteA-rF*  .    *      ; 
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ing  several  years,  when  I  resided  in  England:  and 
truly  I  could  not  discover  that  the  figure  they  made 
was  by  any  means  a  subject  for  envy  ;  at  least  it 
gave  me  two  very  different  passions.  For,  exceptr 
ing  the  advantage  of  going  now  and  then  to  an 
opera,  or  sometimes  appearing  behind  a  crowd  at 
court,  or  adding  to  the  ring  of  coaches  at  Hyde 
Park,  or  losing  their  money  at  the  chocolate^ houses 
or  getting  news,  votes,  and  minutes,  about  five  days 
before  us  in  Dublin ;  I  say,  beside  these,  and  a  few 
other  privileges  of  less  importance,  their  temptatioos 
to  live  in  London  were  beyond  my  knowledge  or 
conception.  And  1  used  to  wonder,  how  a  man  of 
birth  and  spirit  could  endure  to  be  wholly  insigni- 
ficant and  obscure  in  a  foreign  country,  when  he 
might  live  with  lustre  in  his  own  ;  and  even  ^t  less 
than  half  that  expense,  which  he  strains  himself  to 
make  without  obtaining  any  one.  end,  except  that 
which  happened  to  the  frog,  when  he  would  needs 
contend  for  size  with  the  ox.  I  have  been  told  by 
scholars,  that  Caesar  said  ^^  he  would  rather  be  the 
first  man  in  I  know  not  what  village,  than  the  se- 
cond in  Rome.'*  This  perhaps  was  a  thought  only- 
fit  for  Cqesar :  but  to  be  preceded  by  thousands,  and 
neglected  by  millions ;  to  b^  wholly  without  power, 
figure,  influence,  honour,  credit,  or  distinction,,  is 
not  in  my  poor  opinion  9^  very  amiable  situation  of 
life,  to  a  person  of  title  or  wealthy  who  can  so  cheap- 
ly and  easily  shine  in  his  native  country. 

But,  beside  the  depopulating  of  the  kingdom, 
leaving  so  many  parts  of  it  wild  and  uncultivated, 
the  ruin  of  so  many  country  seats  and  plantations, 
the  cutting  down  of  all  the  woods  to  supply  expen- 
ses in  England;  the  absence  df  so  many  noble  and 
wealthy  persons  has  been  the  cause  of  another  fatal 
consequence,  which  few  perhaps.  Jiave  l^Kk  ^w^r^ 
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of.  For,  if  that  very  consideirable  number  of'  lords, 
who  possess  the  amplest  fortunes  here,  ;had  been 
content  to  live  at  home,  and  attend .  the  affairs  of 
their  own  country  in  parliament;  the  weight,  re- 
putation, and  dignity  thereby  added. to  that  noble 
house,  would,  in  all  human  probability,  have  pre- 
vented certain  proceedings,  which  are  now  ever  to 
be  lamented,  because  they  never  can  be .  remedied : 
and  we  might  have  then  decided  our  own  proper- 
ties among  ourselves,  without  being  forced  to  travel 
five  hundred. miles  by  sea  and  land  to  another  king- 
dom for  justice,  to  our  infinite  expense,  vexation, 
and  trouble ;  which  is  a  mark  of  servitude  without 
example  from  the  practice  of  «ny  age  or  nation  in 
the  world*  .       .-     f        . 

I  havesometimes.  wondered,  upon  what  motives 
the  peerage  of  Engla^nd  were  so  desirous  to  deter- 
mine our.  controversies  ;  becausle  I  have 'been  as- 
sured, and  partly  know,  that  the  frequent  /apjpeals 
frcNsi  hence  have  been  very,  irksome  to  thaA  illustri- 
ous body :  and  whoever  has  frequented  the  Painted 
Chamber  and  Courts  of  Requests,  must  have;  ob^erv^ 
ed,  that  they  are  never  so  nobly  filled  'te  when  an 
Irish  appeal  is  under  debate* 

The  peers  of  Scotland,  who  are  very  numerous, 
were  content  to  reside  in  their  castles  and  houses  in 
that  bleak  and  barren  climMe.;  and  although  some 
of  them  made  frequent  journeys  tp  London;  yet  I 
do  not  remember  any  of  their  greatest  families,  till 
very  lately,  to  ihave  made,. .  England  their  constant 
habUaticMi  befone  the  union ;  br»  if  they  did,r  I  am 
'sufe  Hw^gendrally  to 'their  own  advwt^ge;  and 
whatever .  ttfa^y;  gQt>  wa^ '  em  ployed  to  cultivate  and 
dncreaseitheirtovvn  estates;  a^id  by  that meaiis  enrich 
:  themBelves  and'.theif  CQunitry . 
1   As*  io .  the  great  nttmber  0f  rich  absentb^s  imder 
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th^  degtee  of  peers ;  what  particular  ill  eflSecIs  their 
abseiled  may  have  Hpon  this  kingdom,  beside  those 
already  mentioned,  may  perhaps  be  too  tender  a 
point  for  me  to  touch.  Bat  whether  those  who  live 
iu  another  kingdom  upon  great  estates  here,aad 
have  lost  all  regard  to  their  own  country,  farther 
than  upon  account  of  the  revenues  they  receive 
from  it ;  I  say,  whether  such  persons  may  not  be 
prevailed  on  to  recommend  others  to  vacant  seats, 
who  have  no  interest  here  except  a  precarious  em- 
ployment, and  consequently  can  have  no  views,  but 
to  preserve  what  they  have  got,  or  to  be  higher  ad- 
vanced ;  this,  I  am  sure,  is  a  very  melancholy  ques- 
tion, if  it  be  a  questioh  at  all. 

But,  beside  the  prodigious  profit  which'  Eoglaod 
receives,  by  the  transmittal  thither  of  two  thirds  of 
the  revenues  of  this^  whole  kingdom,  it  has  another 
mighty  advantage,  by  making  our  cotintry  a  recep- 
tacle, -wherein  to  disburden  themselves  of  their 
supernumerary  pretenders  to  offices ;  persons  of 
second*- rate  merit  in  theii*  own  country^  who,  like 
birds  of  passage,  most  of  them  thrive  and  fatten 
here,  and  fly  off  when  their  credit  and  employments 
are  at  an  end.  So  that  Ireland  may  ju^ly  say,  what 
Luther  said  of  himself,  POOR  Ireland  makes  many 
rich ! 

If  amid  all  our  difficulties  I  should  venture  to  as- 
sert, that  we  have  one  great  advantage,  provided 
we  could  improve  it  as  we  ought,  I*  believe  most  of 
my  readers  would  be  loqg  in  conjecturingwhat  pos- 
sible advantage  could  ever  firil  to  o«ir  share.  Hoir- 
ever,  it  is>  certaif^,'that  all  the  regular >seeds.  of  party 
and  IftctJott  atriongiiis;  are  entirely  noolidd' t>ut :  and 
•if  any^nei^'Ones  shtdl  spring  up,  fhey ' hwst  be  of 
equivocal  generation,  without  atiyisbed  <at  aU;  abd 
iwiil)jas%t)e  imputed  to  a  de^r^e'ic^  stiipidity,  be- 
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yond  even  what  we  have  been  ever  charged  with 
upon  the  score  of  our  birth-place  and  climate. 

The  parties  in  this  kingdom  (including  those  of 
modem  date)  are,  first,  of  those  who  have  been 
charged  or  suspected  to  fayour  the  pretender; 
and  those  who  were  zealous  opposers  of  him.  Se- 
condly, of  those  who  were  for  and  against  a  tolera<^ 
tion  of  dissenters  by  law.  Thirdly,  of  hi^h  and  low 
church;  or  (to  speak  in  the  cant  of  the  times)  of 
whig  and  and  tory.  And  fourthly,  of  court  and 
country.  If  there  be  any  more,  they  are  beyond 
my  observation  or  politics ;  for,  as  to  subaltern  or 
occasional  parties,  they  have  been  ail  derivations 
from  the  same  originals. 

Now  it  is  manifest,  that  all  these  incitements  to 
Hs^tion,  party,  and  division,  are  wholly  removed 
from  among  us«  For,  as  to  the  pretender,  his  cause 
is  both  desperate  and  obsolete.  There  kre  yery  few 
iiow  alive,  who  were  men  in  his  father's  time,  and  in 
Ibat  prince's  interest ;  and  in  all  others,  the  obliga- 
tion of  conscience  has  no  place.  *  Even  the  Papists 
in  general,  of  any  substance  dr  estates,  and  their 
priests  almost  universally,  are  what  we  call  whigs, 
iti  the  sense  which  by  that  word  is  generally  under* 
stood.  They  feel  the  smart,  and  see  the  scars  of 
their  former  wounds ;  and  very  well  know,  that  they 
must  be  made  a  sacrifice  to.  the  least  attempts  toward 
a  change ;  although  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they 
would  be  glad  to  have  their  superstition  restored^ 
tinder  any  prince  whatsoever.. 

Secdndly,  The  dissenters /at*e  now  itolerated  by 
law }  neither,  do  we  observe  ^y  murmars.ak  {^resient 
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from  tliat  quarter,  except  those  reasbnable  com* 
plaints  they  make  of  persecution,  because-  they  are* 
excluded  from  civil  employments ;  but  their  num- 
ber beings  very  small  in  either  house  of  parliament, 
they  are  not  yet  in  a  situation  to  erect  a  party :  be- 
cause, however  indifferent  men  may  be  with  regard 
to  religion,  they  are  now  grown  wise,  enough  io 
know,  that  if  such  a  latitude  were  allowed  to  dissen- 
ters, the  few  small  employments  left  us  in  cities  and* 
corporations,  would  find  other  hands  to  lay  hold  on 
them. 

Thirdly,  The  dispute  between  high  and  low 
church  is  now  at  an  end;  two-thirds  of  the  bishops 
having  been  promoted  in  this  reign,  /and  most  of 
them  from  England,  *  who  have  bestowed  all  prefer- 
ments in  their  gift  to  those  they  could  well  confide 
in:  the  deaneries  all,  except  three,  aacl  many  prin' 
cipal  church-livings, '  are  in  the  donation  of  the 
crown:'  so  that  we  already  possess  such  a  body  of 
dergy,  as  will  never  engage' in  controversy  upon 
that  antiqi^iated  iahd  exploded  subject. 

Lastly,  As  to  court  and  country  parties,  so  famous 
and  avowed  under  most  reigns  in  English  parlia* 
mentsc  this  kingdom  has  not,  for  several  years  past, 
been  a  proper  scene,  whereon  to  exercise  such  con- 
tentions; and  is  now  less  proper  than  ever;  many 
great  employments  for  life  being  in  distant  hands, 
and  the. reversions  diligently  watched,  and  secured; 
the  temporary  ones  of  any  inviting  value  are  all  be<- 
stowed  elsewhere,  as  fast /as  thisy  drop ;  and  the  few 
retnaimn^g^areof  too  low  consideratioii  to  create  con- 
tests'al^oMtthem,  except^  among  yoonger .  br others, 
or  tradesmen  like  myself.  And  therefore,  to  insti- 
tute a  court  and  country  party,  witbbuV  maferials, 
•wouid'bea¥eiy>newsystem.in'p<ailitics^  and  what  I 
believe  was  never  thought  on  before:  nor,  unless  in 


a  nation  of  ideots^  can  ever  ^6ueceed;Lf0r:tbfe  mo9£ 
ignorant  Irish  cotlager  will  not  s<ill  'his  cow:»for  a 
groat.  .    J   . ,     • 

Therefore  I  conclude,  that  all  partyaod  (uction^ 
with  regard  to  public  proceedings,  are  now  extin» 
guished  in  this  kingdom ;  neither  does  it :  appear  in 
view  how  they  can  possibly  revive,  unless  some  new 
causes  be  administered  ;•  which  cannot  he  dohe^ 
without  crossing  the  interests,  of  those  who  are  the 
greatest  igainers  by  continuing  the  same  i  measures^ 
And  general  calamities  without  hope  of  redress^  are 
allowed  to  be  the  great  nniters  of  mankind. 

However  we  may  dislike  the  causes,  yet  this  effect 
of  begetting  a  universal  concord  among  us,  in  all 
national  debates,  as  well  as  in  cities,  corporations, 
and  country  neighbourhoods,  may  keep  us  at  ieast 
alive,  and  in  a  condition  to  eat  the  little  bread,  al- 
lowed us,  in  peace  and  amity.     I  have  heard  of  a 
quarrel  in  a  tavern,  where  'all  were  at  daggers  drawv- 
ing,  till  one  of  the  company  cried  out,  desiring  |o 
know  tlie  subject  of  the  quarrel :  which  when  none 
of;  them  could  tell,  they  put  up  their  swords,  "sat 
down,  and  passed  the  rest  of  the  evening  in  quiet.. 
The. former  part  hks  beeo  our  case,  1  hope  the  latter 
will  be  so  too;  that  we  shall  sit  down  amicably  to- 
gether, at  least  until  we  have  something  that  may 
give  us  a  title  to  fall  out,  since  nature  has  instructed 
even  a  brood  of  goslings  to  stick  together,  while  the 
lute  is  hovering  over  their  heads. 

It  is  certain,  that  a  firm  union  in  any  country, 
where  every  man  wishes  the  same  thing  with  rela- 
tion to  the  public,  may,  in  several  points  of  the 
greatest .  importance,  in  some  measure  supply  the 
.defect  of  power,  and  even  of  those  rights,  which  are 
the  natural  and  undoubted  inheritance  of  mankind. 
If  the  univctrsal  wish  of  the  nation  upon  any  point 
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were  declared,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  house 
of  comoiond,  and  a  reasonable  number  of  lords,  I 
should  think  myself  obliged  in  conscience  to  act  in 
my  sphere  according  to  that  vote ;  because,  in  all 
free  natiions,  I  take  the  proper  definition  of  law  to 
be  the  will  of  the  majority  of  those  who  have  the 
property  in  land ;  which,  if  there  be  a  monarchy, 
is  to  be  confirmed  by  the  royal  assent.  And  although 
such  votes  or  declarattons  have  not  received  such  a 
isonfifmation  for  cei^tain  accidental  reasons,  yet  I 
think  they  ought  to  be  of  much  weight  with  the 
subject,  provided  they  neither  oppose  the  king's 
prerogative,  endanger  the  peace  of  the  nation,  nor 
infringe  any  law  already  in  force ;  none  of  which 
however  can  reasonably  be  supposed.  Thus,  for 
instance,  if  nine  in  ten  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  a  reasonable  number  of  native  temporal  peers, 
should  declare,  that  whoever  received  or  uttered 
brass  coin,  except  under  certain  limitations  and 
e^cjQrities,  should  be  deemed  as  enemies  to  the  king 
jind  the  nation ;  I  should  think  it  a  heinous  sin  in 
myself  to  act  contrary  to  such  a  vote:  and  if  the 
isame  power  should  declare  the  same  censure,  against 
those  who  wore  Indian  stuffs  and  calicoes,  or  wool- 
len manufactures  imported  from  abroad,  whereby 
this  nation  is  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb  of  misery,  I 
should  readily,  heartily,  and  cheerfully  pay  obe* 
dience;  ajid  to  my  utmost  power  persuade  others  to 
do  the  like :  because  there  is  no  law  of  this  land  ob- 
ligtog  us  either  to  receive  such  coin,  or  to  wear  such 
foreign  manufactures. 

Upon  this  last  article,  I  could  humbly  wish,  that 
the  reverend  the  clergy  would  set  us  an  example, 
by  contenting  themselves  with  wearing  gowns  and 
pther  bahilimetits  of  Irish  drapery ;  which,  as  it 
would  be  some  incitement  to  the  laity,  and  set  many 
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hands  to  work,  so  ih&y  would  £nd  their  adtrantage 
an  the  cheapness,  which  is  a  circumstance  not  to  be 
neglected  by  too  many  among  that  venerable  body. 
And  in  order  to  this  I  could  heartily  desire,  that  the 
most  ingeoioiis  artists  of  the  weaving  trade,  could 
codtFive  some  decent  stuffs  and  silk  for  dergymen 
at  reasooablie  rates. 

I  hare  pressed  several  of  our  most  substantial 
brethren,  that  the  whole  corporation  of  weavers  in 
silk  and  woollen  would  publish  some  proposals  (1 
wish  tb^  would  do  it  to  both  houses  of  parliament) 
inviting  persons  of  all  degrees,  and  of  both  sexes, 
to  wear  the  woollen  and  silk  manufactures  of  our 
own  country  9  entering  into  sblemn,  mutual  engage- 
flsents,  that  the  buyer  shall  have  good,  substantial, 
merchantabW  ware  for  his  money,  and  at  a  certain 
rate,  wiUiout;  the  trouble  of  cheapening :  so  that  if  I 
sent  a  ckild  for  a  piece  of  stuff  of  a  particular  colour 
and  tinenees,  I  should  be  sure  not  to  be  deceived ; 
or,  if  I  had  reason  to  complain,  the  corporation 
should  give  me  immediate  satisf^c*tion ;  and  the  name 
of  the  tpadestnan,  who  did  me  the  wrong,  should  be 
published,  and  warning^given  not  to  deal  with  him 
for  the  feture^  unless  the  matter  plainly  appeared 
to  be  a  mistake;  for,  beside  the  trouble  of  going 
from  shop  to  sl^,  an  ignorant  customer  runs  the 
hazard  of  being  cheated  in .  the  price  and  goodness 
of  what  he  buys,  being  forced  to  an  unequal  combat 
iwtth  a  deKtrous  and  dishonest  man  in  his  own  cal- 
ling. Thfiis  4»ur  goods  fall  under  a  general  disrepu- 
tation; and  the  gentry  call  for  English  cloth,or  silk^ 
from  an  opinion  they  have  (and  often  too  justly  by* 
our  own  faults)  that  the  goodness  more  than  makes 
up  for  the  difference  of  price. 

Besides,  it  has  been  the  sottish  and  ruinous  prac- 
tice of  us  tradesmen,  upon  any  great  demand  of 
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goods^  .^ith^r  ^t  home  or  fronts  abroad^  to  raise  the 
prices  iininecliately»  and^manufacture  the  said  goods 
more  slightly, and  fraudulently  than  before. 

Of  this  foyl  and  foolish  jproceeding,  too  manjr 
instances  might  be  produced:;  and  I  cannot  forbear 
mentioning  one>  whereby  this  poor  kingdom  has 
received  such  a  fatal  blow,  in  the  only  article  of 
trade  allowed  us  of  any  importance,  that  nothing 
but  the  success  of  Wood's  project  could  outdo  it. 
During  the  late  plague  in  France,  the  Spbniardsy 
who  buy.  their  linen  cloths  in  that  kingdom^  not 
daring  to  venture  thither  for  fear  of  infection,  a  very 
great  demand  was  made  here  for  that  commodity, 
and  exported  to  Spain  :  but,  whether  by  the  ignor- 
ance of  the  merchants,  or  dishonesty  of  the  .North- 
ern weavers,  or  the  collusion  of  both^  the  ware  was 
so  bad,  and  the  price  so  excessive,  that,  except  some 
small  quantity,  which  was  sold  below  the  prime  cost, 
the  greatest  part  was  returned:  and  I.  have  been 
told  by  very  intelligent  persons,  that  if  we  had  been 
fair  dealers,  the.  whole  current  of  the  linen  trade  to 
Spain  yvould  have  taken  its  course  from  hence. 

If  any  punishments  were  to  be  inflicted  on  num- 
bers of  men,  surely  there  could  none  be  thought  too 
great  for  such  a  race  of  traitors,  and  enemies  to  God 
and  their  country-;  wiio,  for  the  prospect  of  a  little 
present  gain,  do  not  only  ruin  themselves  (for  that 
alone  would  be  an  example  to  the  rest,  and  a  bles- 
sing to  the  nation)  but  sell  their  souls  to  hell,  and 
their  country  to  destruction.  And  if  th^.  plague 
could  have  been  confined  only  to  those  who  were 
partakers  in  the  guilt,  had  it  travelled  hither  from 
Marseilles,  those  wretches  would  have  died  with 
less  title  to  pity  than  a  highwayman  going  to  the 
gallows. 

But  it  happens  very  unluckily,  that  for  some  time 
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past  all  endeavours  or  proposals  from  piri  vate  per  - 
sons  to  advance  the  public  service,  however  honest- 
ly and  innocently  designed,  have  been  called  Jlffing 
in  the  king's  face ;  and  this,  to  my  kn%)wledge,  has 
been  the  style  of  some  persons,  whose  ancestors  (I 
mean  those  among  them  who,  had  any)  and  thenri- 
selves,  have  been  flying  in  princes*  faces  these  four- 
score years  ;  and  from  their  own  inclinations  would 
do  so  still,  if  their  interest  did  not  lead  them  rather 
to  fly  in  the  face  of  a  kingdom,  which  has  given 
them  wings  to  enable  them  for  such  ap  flight. 

Thus,  about  four  years  ago,  when  a  discourse  wast 
published  endeavouring  to  persuade  our  people  to 
wear  their  own  woollen  manufactures,  full  of  the 
most  dutiful  expressions  to  the  king,  and  without 
the  least  party  hint,  it  was  termed  "  flying  in  the 
king's  face;**  the  printer  was  prosecuted  in  the 
manner  we  all  remember,  and  I  hope  it  will  some-^ 
where  be  remembered  farther,  the  jury  kept  elevefn 
hours,  and  sent  back  nine  times,  till  they  were  un- 
der the  necessity  of  leaving  the  prisoner  to  the  mer- 
cy of  the  court,  by  a  special  verdict ;  the  ju  *ge  on 
the  bench  invoking  God  for  his  witness,  when  he 
asserted  ^'  that  the  author's  design  was  to  bring  in 
the  pi^tender." 

And  thus  also  my  own  poor  endeavours,  to  pre- 
vent the  fuin  of  my  country  by  the  admission  of 
Wood's  coiii,  Were  called  by  the  same  persons  "  fly* 
ingin  the  king^s  face;"  which  I  directly  deny;  for 
I  cannot  allow  that  vile  representation  of  the  myal 
countenance  in  William  Wood's  adulterate  copper 
to  be  his  sacred  majesty's  face;  or,  if  it  wefre^  ray 
flying  was  not  againi^tthe  impression,  but  the  base- 
ness  of  the  metal ;  because  I  well  remembered  that 
the  image  which  Nebuchadnezzar  commanded  to 
be  set  up  for  all  men  to  fail  down  and  worship  it, 
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was  not  of  copper,  but  pure  geid.  And  I  ^m  bear^ 
tily  sorry  we  have  so  few  royal  imagi^s  of  that  metal 
among  us;  the  sight  whereof,  although  it  Qo\\\d 
hardly  increase  our  veneration  for  his  ii>ajesty> 
which  is  already  so  great,  yet  would  very  much  eu- 
Ivfj^n  it  with  the  mixture  of  comfort  and  satisfac- 
tion. 

Alexander  the  Gr^at  would  puffer  no  statuary  ex* 
c^pt  Phidias,  to  carve  bis  image  in  stone  or  metal. 
How  niust  he  have  treated  such  an  operator  as 
Wood,  who  gpes  about  with  sackfuls  of;  drp^s^  odi^ 
Qusly  n^isrepresenting  his  prince's  Qountepance; 
and  would  force  them  by  thousands  upon  every  on^ 
of  qs  at  above  six  tim^^s  the  value ! 

But  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  objected  by 
WilUam  Wood  himself,  together  with  hi^  fayQureFs, 
abettor^,  supporters,  either  public  or  privojte  5  by 
those  who  cqnnJve  at  this  project,  or  disoounten^oce 
bis  ppposei^,  for  fear  of  lessening  their  favQur,  or 
hazarding  their  employments ;  by  those  who  endea* 
vojur  to  4amp  the  spirit  of  the  people,  raised  against 
this  coin^j  4>r  check  the  honest  ^ealpf  svoh  aq  by 
xk^ix  waitings  pr  discourses  do  all  they  QaQk  to  keep 
it  up;  by  those  softeners,  sweeteners^  coo^poQiyiei^ 
and  expedient-mongers,  who  shake  their  hl^^s  so 
strqnglyjt  that  we  can  hear  tiheir  pockets  jiii^gl^;  I 
d.id  never  imagine,  that,  in  detecting  the  p^act ipeg 
of  £[\ieh  enemies  to  the  kingdom,  I  was  %ing  ia  the 
king's  fac^ ;  pr  thought  they  vvere  better  repi^a^atr 
ers  of  hi^  majesty,  than  that  very  coin,  for  wbi^ 
they  are  secret  or  open  advocates. 

.  If  I  w^re  allowed  to  recite  on^  these  wish^  of 
the  nation,  which  may  be  in  our  power  to  attain^  I 
think  :they  might  be  summed  up  in  these  following* 

First,  That  an  end  might  be  jput  to  our  a|>p]:^hen- 
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sions  of  Wood's  halfpence,  and  to  any  danger  of  the 
like  destructive  scheme  for  the  future.  ' 

Secdadly,  That  halfpence  niight  be  coined  in  this 
kingdem  fby  a  public  mint,  with  due  limitations. 

Thirdly,  That  the  serts*  of  both  house^  of  parlia- 
ment; at  least  of  the.  house  of  commons^  were  de-. 
dared,  by  soihe  unanimous  and  hearty  votes,  against 
wearing  any  silk  or  woUien  manufactut^s  imported 
from  abroad;  as  likei^me  against  wearing  Indian 
silks  or  calicoes,  which  are  forbidden  under  the 
highest'penalties  in  England :  and  it  behoves  us  to 
take  exa]yi{^e  fivDm  so  wise  a  nation ;  because  we  are 
under  a  gi'onter  necessity  to  do  so,  since  we  are'not 
allowed  ^tojelcport  any  woollen  mmiiiActxires  of  our 
own,v  which  is  the  principal  branch  6f  feteigh  trade 
in  £agiElnd.<  ^ 

FoupHbly,  That  some  effectual  tnetTA)ds  may  be 
take»  to. civilize  the  poorer  sort  of  our  natives,  in 
ail  those  parts  of  this  kingdom  wherd  the  Irish' 
abound,'  by  ii^roducing  among  them  our  language 
and>eustoms;*  for  want  of  which,  they  live  in  the 
u^ost  ignorance,  barbarity,  and  poverty,  giving 
themselves  wholly  up  to  idleness,  nastiness,  and 
thievery,  to  the  very  great  and  just  reproach  of  too 
many  landlords.  And,  if  I  had  in  me  the  least  spirit 
of  a  projector,  I  would  engage  that  this  might  be 
effected  in  a  few  years  at  a  very  inconsiderable 
charge^ 


P  Snce  tkia  hint  was  suggested,  scTeral  useful  seminaries  have 
been  ioatitvloil,  under  tlie  name  of  ^^  Charter  Working  Schools," 
in  Irelaad|  supported  by  the;  royal  beuefaqtion  of  a  thousand 
pounds  a-year,  by  a  tax  on  hawkers  and  pedlars,  and  by  Tolun-» 
tary  subscriptions.  The  schools  are  fur  the  education  of  boys 
and  girls  bom  of  popish  parents ;  in  most  of  them,  the  children 
manulactuie  their  own  clothing,  and  the  boys  aire  employed  in 
matters  relative  to  husbandry .-^F* 
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Fifthly,  That  due  encouragemexit  should  be  given 
to  agriculture ;  and  a  stop  put  to  that  pernicious 
practice  of  graziers  iengrossing  vast  quantities  of 
land,  sometjmes  at  great  distance ;  whereby  the 
country  i§  extremely  depopulated^ 

Sixthly,  That  the  defects  in  those .  acts  for  plant- 
ing forest-tf^e&  might  be  fully .  supplied,  since  they 
have  hithertp  ^een  wholly  ineffectual,  except  about 
the  demesnes  of  a  few  gentlemen;  and  even  there,  in 
general,  very  unskilfully  made,  and  thriving  accord- 
ingly.  Neiither  has  there  yet  been  due  care  taken, 
to  preserve  Avhat  is  planted,  or  to  euclose  grounds ; 
not  one  hedge  in  a  hundred  coming. to>nmtprlty,  for 
want  of  skill  aiid  industry.  The  neglect  of  >copsing 
woods  cut  do>wn,  has  likewise  been  of  verjr  ill  .conse- 
quence. And  if  men  were  restrained  from  that  un- 
limited libei^  of  cutting  down  their  own  ^dods,  be- 
fore the  prope;  time,  as  they  are  in  some  <  other 
countries,  it  would  be,  a  mighty  benefit  to  the  king- 
dom. For,  I  believe,  there  is  not  another  eitaaiple 
in  Europe,  of  such  a  prodigious  quantity  of  excel* 
lent  timber  cut  down  in  so  short  a  time,  with  so  litde 
advantage  to  the  country,  either  in  shipping  or 
building.  - 

1  may  add,  that  absurd  practice  of .  cutting  turf 
without  any  regularity ;  whereby  great  quantities  of 
restorable  land  are  made  utterly  desperate,  many 
thousands  of  cattle  destroyed,  the  turf  more  difficult 
to  come  at  and  carry  home,  and  less  fit  for  burning; 
the  air  made  unwholesome  by  stagnating  pools  and 
marshes;  and  the  very  sight  of  such  places  offensive 
to  those  who  ride  by.  Neither  should  that  odious 
custom  be  allowed,  of  cutting  sera ws,  (as  they  call 
them),  which  is  flaying  off  the  green  surface  of  the 
ground,  to  cover  their  cabins,  or  make  up  their 
ditches;  sometimes  in  shallow  soils,  where  all  is 
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gravel  within  a  few  inches;  and  someftimes  in  loW 
ground,  within  a  thin  greensward,  and  sloughy  under^ 
neath;  which  last  turns  all  into  bog  by  this  mis- 
management. And  I  have  heard  from  very  skilful 
country  men,  that  by  th^se  two  practices  in  turf  and 
scraws,  the  kingdom  loses  some  hundreds  of  acres  of 
profiftable  land  every  year;  beside  the  irreparable 
loss  of-' many  skirts  of  bogs,  which  have  a  green 
coat  of  grass;  and  yet  are  mangled  for  turf;  and 
beside  the  want  of  canals  by  regular  cutting,  which 
would  not  only  be  a  great  convenience  for  bringing 
their  turf  home  at  an  easy  rate,  but  likewise  render 
even  the  larger  bogs  more  dry  and  safe  for  summer 
pasture. 

These,  and  some  other  speculations  of  the  like 
kind,  I  had  intended  to  publish  in  a  particular  dis- 
course against  this  session  of  parliament;  because, 
in  some  periods  of  my  life,  I  had  opportunity  and 
curiosity  to  observe  from  what  causes  those  great 
errors  in  every  branch  of  country  management 
have  arisen;  of  which  I  have  now  ventured  to  re- 
late but  few  out  of  very  many;  whereof  -some 
perhaps  would  not  be  Mentioned  without  giving 
offence,  which  I  have  endeavoured  by  all  possible 
means  to  avoid.  And  for  the  same  reason,  I  chose 
to  add  here  the  little  I  thought  proper  to  say  on  this 
subject. 

But,  as  to  the  lands  of  those  who  are  perpetual 
absentees,  I  do  not  see  any  probability  of  their  be- 
ing ever  improved.  In  former  times  their  tenants 
sat  at  easy  rents  ;  but  for  some  years  past  they  have 
been,  generally  speaking,  more  terribly  i^acked  by 
the  dexterity  of  merciless  agents  from  England,  than 
even  those  who  hold  under  the  severest  landlords 
here.  I  was  assured  upon  the  place,  by  a  great 
number  of  credible  people,  that  a  prodigious  estate 
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in  the  county  of  Cork  being  let  upon  lea^s  for  live^, 
and  great  fines  paid,  the  rent  was  so  high,  that  the 
tenants  begged  leave  to  surrender  their  leases,  and 
were  content  to  lose  their  fines. 

The  cultivating  and  improvement  of  la^d  is.cer* 
tainly  a  subject  worthy  of  the  highest  inquiry  in 
any  country,  but  especially  in  ours,  where  we  are 
so  strangely  limited  in  evkry  branch  of  tra^a  that 
can  be  of  no  advantage  to  us,  and  utterly  deprived 
of  those  which  ,  are  of  the  greatest  importance ; 
whereof  I  defy  the  most  learned  jnan  in .  Europe  to 
produce  me  an  example  from  any  other  kingdom  in 
the  world;  for  we  are  denied  the  benefit  which 
'  G*od  and  nature  intended  to  us,  as  manifestly  ap« 
pears  by  our  happy  situation  for  comnierce^,  and.the 
great  number  of  our  eicellent  ports.    So  tbw  I 
think  Httle  is  left  us,  beside  the  cultivatijig  of  our 
own  soil,   encouraging  agricuhure,    and    making 
great  plantations  of  trees,  that  we  might  not  be  uflt- 
der  the  necessity  of  sending  for  corn  and  bark  from 
England,  and  timber  from  Othec  countries.     This 
would  increase  the  number  of  our  inhabitants,  and 
help  to  consume  our  natural  products  as  well  as 
manufactures  at  home.    And  I  shall  never  forget 
what  I  once  ventured  to  say  to  a  great  man  in  Eng- 
land, "  That  few  politicians,  with  all  their  schemes, 
are  half  so  useful  members  of  a  commonwealth  as 
an  honest  farmer;  who,  by  skillfully  draining,  fen- 
cing, manuring,  and  planting,  has  increased  the  in- 
trinsic value  of  a  piece  of  land ;  and  thereby  done 
a  perpetual  service  to  his  country.;*'  which  it  is  a 
great  controversy  whether  any  of  the  former  ever 
,  did  since  the  creation  of  the  world ;  but  no  contro- 
versy at  all  that  .ninety-nine  in  a  hundred  have  done 
abundance  of  mischief. 
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A  PULL  AND  TRUE  ACCOUNI? 

I 

iOF  THE  BOLEMN  PROCESSION  TO  THE  GALLOWS,  AV  T|IE 

EXECUTION  OF  WII.LIAM  WOOD, 

^^Sf^UIRE,  AND  HARDWAREIfAK,  1734>> 

.   ■If-*-'— ?- 

Some  time  ago,  upon  a  report  spread  that  Wil^ 
liam  Wood,  hardwaretnan,  was  concealed  in  his 
brother-in-law's*  house  here  in  Dublin,  a  great 
number  of  people  of  different  conditions,  and  of 
both  sexes,  crowded  about  the  door,  determinately 
bent  to  take  revenge  upon  him  as  a  coiner  and  a 
counterfeiter.  Among  the  rest,  a  certain  curious 
person  standing  in  a  corner,  observed,  that  they  all 
discovered  theijr  resentments  in  the  proper  terms  and 
expressions  of  their  several  trades  and  callings; 
whereof  he  wrote  down  as  many  as  he  cotild  remem/- 
ber ;  and  he  was  pleased  to  communicate  them  to 
me,  with  leave  to  publrsh  them  for  the  use  of  those 
who,  at  any  tinpie  hereafter,  may  be  at  a  loss  for  pro- 
per words  wherein  to  express,  their  good  dispositions 
toward  the  said  William  Wood. 

T^e  people  cried  oiit  to  have  him  delivered  intQ 
their  hands. 

Says  the  parliament  man^  expel  him  from  the 
hfiuse. 


^  One  MolyneuM^  an  itMiatLdaifirtr^F* 
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2d  Parliament  man.     I  second  that  motion. 

Cook.     1*11  baste  him. 

2d  Cook.     I'll  give  him  his  bellyful. 

3d  Cook.     I'll  give  him  a  lick  in  thfe  chaps. 

4th  Cook.     I'll  sowse  him. 

Drunken-man.     I'll  beat  him  as  long  as  I  can 
stand. 

Bookseller.     I'll  turn  over  a  new  /eo/ with  him. 

Saddler:    V\\  pummel  him. 

Glazier.     I'll  make  the  light  shine  through  him. 

Grocer.     I'll  pepper  him. 

Groom,     I'll  curry  him. 

*Pothecary.     I'll  pound  him. 

2d  'Pothecary.     I'll  beat  him  to  mummy. 

Schoolmaster.     I'll  make  him  an  example. 

Rabbit- catch tr.     Y\\  ferret  him. 

Paviour.     I'll  thump  him. 

Coiner.     I'll  give  him  a  rap.  j 

WHIG.     Down  with  him.  I 

TORY.     L>  with  him. 

Miller.     I'll  dash  out  his  griftders. 

2d  Miller.     Dam  him. 

Boatman.     Sink  him. 

Scavenger.     Throw  him  in  the  kennel. 

Dyer.     I'll  beat  him  black  and  blue. 

Bagnio  man.  I'll  make  the  house  too  hot  for  him. 

Whore.     -Poo:  rot  him. 

2d  Whore.     Let  me  alone  with  him. 

Sd  Whore.     Clap  him  up. 

Mustard-maker.     I'll  take  him  by  the  nose. 

Curate      I'll  make  the  devil  come  out  of  him* 
*  Popish  priest.     I'll  send  him  to  the  devil. 

Dancing-master.     I'll  teach  him  better  manners* 

2d  Dancing-master.     I'll  make  him  cut  a  cap«f 
three  story  high. 

Farmer.     I'll  thriwh  hioi. 
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Tailor.     VW  sit  on  his  skirts. 

2d  Tailor.     Hell  is  too  good  for  him. 

dd  Tailor.     Til  pink  bis  doublet. 

4th  Tailor.     Til  make  his  a buttom^ 

Basketmaker.     I'll  hamper  him. 
Fiddler.     I'll  have  him  by  the  ears. 
Sd  Fiddler.     I'll  bang  him  to  some  twne. 
Biirber.     I'll  have  him  by  the  beard. 
gd  Barber.     I'll  pull  his  whiskers.   . 
Sd  Barber.     I'll  make  his  hair  stand  an  end. 
4th  Barber.     I'll  comb  his  locks 
Tinker.     I'll  try  what  w^^a/.he's  made  of. 
Cobbler.     I'll  make  an  end  of  him. 
Tobacconist.     I'll  make  him  set  up  his  pipes* 
2d  Tobacconist.  .  I'll  ihake  him  smoke. 
Goldfinder.     I'll  make  him  stiiik. 
Hackney-coachman.     I'll  make    him  know  his 
driver,  . 

3d  Hackn^y«coachman.  I'll  drive  him  to  the  devil. 

Butcher.     I'll  have  a  limb  of  him. 

2d  Butcher.     Let  us  blow  him  up. 

3d  Butcher.     My  knife  in  him. 

Nurse*     I'll  swaddle  him. 

Anabaptist.     We'll  dip  the  rogue  in  the  pond. 

Ostler.     I'll  rub  him  down. 

Shoemaker.     Set  him  in  the  stocks. 

Banker.     I'll  kick  him  to  half-crowns. 

2d  Banker.     V II  pay  him  off. 

Bowler.     I'll  h^ye  a  rubber  with  him* 

Gamester.     TU  make  his  bones  rattle. 

Boddicemaker.     I'll /aca  his  sides. 

Gardener.     I'll  make  him  wat^  his  plants. 

Alewife.     Vll  reckon  with  hin^. 

Cuckold.     I'll  make  him  pull  in  his  horm* 

Old  woman.     IMl  mumble  him. 

JiwgVDMi.    I'll  throttle  him. 
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But  at  last  the  people  having  received  assurances 
that  William  Wood  was  neither  in  the  house  nor 
kingdom,  appointed  certain  comknissiotiers  to  hang 
him  in.  effigy ;  whereof  the  whole  ceremony  and 
procession  deserve  to  be  transmitted  to  posterity. 

First,  the  way  was  cleared  by  a  detachment  of  the 
black-guards^  with  short  sticks  in  their  hands,  and 
cockades  of  paper  in  their  hats* 

Then  appeared  William  Wood,  Esq.  represented 
to  the  life  by  an  old  piece  of  carved  timber,  taken 
from  the  keel  of  a  ship.  Upon  his  face,  which 
looked  very  dismal,  were  fixed  at'proper  distances 
several  pieces  of  his  own  coin,  to  denote  who  he 
was,  and  to  signify  his  calling  and  his  crime.  He 
wore  on  his  head  a  peruke,  yery  artfully  composed 
of  four  old  mops ;  a  halter  about  his  neck  served 
him  for  a  cravat.  His  clothes  were  indeed  not  so 
neat  and  elegant  as  is  usual  with  persons  in  his  con- 
dition (which  some  censorious  people  imputed  to 
affectation)  for  he  was  covered  with  a  large  rug  of 
several  colours  in  patchwork :  he  was  borne  upon 
the  shoulders  of  an  able-bodied  porter.  In  his 
march  by  St  Stephen's  Greea  he  often  bowed  on 
both  sides,  to  show  his  respects  to  the  company ; 
his  deportment  was  grave ;  and  his  countenance, 
though  somewhat  pensive,  wds  very  composed. 

Behind  him  followed  his  father  alone^  iti  a  long 
mourning-cloak,  with  his  hat  over  hig  nose,  and  a 
handkerchief  in  his  hatid  to  wipe  tears  from  bis 
face. 

Next  in  order  marched  the  executioner  hitnself 
in. person;  whose  venerable  aspect  drew  the  eyes 
of  the  whole  assembly  upon  him ;  but  he  was  farther 
distinguished  by  a  halter,  which  he  bore  tipon  his 
left  shoulder,  as  the  badge  of  bis  office. 

Then  followed  two  persons  hand^in^hand^  the 
one  representing  William  Wood's  brother-int-law ; 
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the  othcJT  a  certain  $addler»  his  intimate  friend, 
whose  nafihe' I  forget.  Each  had  a  small  kettle  in 
his  hand»  wherein  was  a  reasonable  quantity  of  the 
new  halfpence.  At  proper  periods  they  shook  their 
kettles,  which  made  a  melancholy  sotihd,  like  the 
ringing  of  11  kbell  for  their  partner  and  confederate. 

After  tisese  followed  several  officers,  whose  assist<» 
ance  was  necessary  for  the  more  decent  performance 
of  the  great  work  in  hand; 

The  procession  was  closed  with  an  innuiherable 
crowd  of 'peoj)le,.  who  frequently  sent  out  loud  huz- 
zas; which  were  censured  by  wiser  heads  as  a  mark 
of  inhumanity,  and  an  ungenerous  triumph  over  the 
unfortunate,  without  duly  considering  the  various 
vicissitudes  of  human  life.  However,  as  it  becomes 
ati  impartial  historian,  I  will  not  conceal  one  obser- 
vation^  that  Mr  Wood  himself  appeared  wholly  un« 
moved,  without  the  least  alteration  in  bis  counter- 
nance  ;  only  when  he  came  within  sight  of  the  fa^ 
tal  tree,  which  happened  to  be  of  the  same  species 
of  timber  with  his  own  person,  he  seemed  to  be 
somewhat  pensive. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  appeared  undaunt«- 
ied,  nor  was  seen  to  shed  &tear.  He  made  no  re«. 
sistance,  but  submitted  himself  with  great  resigna* 
tion'to  the -hangman,  who  was  indeed  thought  to 
u^  hiiti  with  too  much  roughness,  neither  kissing 
him,  nor  asking  him  pardon.  His  dying  s^B&ca 
wius  printed-,  and  deserves  to  be  written  in  letters  of 
GOLD*  Being  asked  whether  it  were  his  own  true 
genuine  speech,  he  did  not  deny  it.  * 


*  The  speech  alluded  to  may  have  been  written  by  the  Dean 
himself,  in  imitation  of  the  Grub-street  productions,  usually  called 
dying  words.  It  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  published  firoili  s 
loose  broadside^  and  subjoined  to  this  tract. 


300  wood's  execution. 

Those  of  the  softer  sex,  who  attended  the  cere- 
mony, lamented  that  so  comply  and  well  timbered 
a  man  should  come  to  so  untimely  an  end.  He 
hung  but  a  short  time ;  for,  upon  feeling  his  breast, 
they  found  it  cold  and  stiff. 

It  is  strange  to  think,  how  this  melancholy  spec- 
tacle turned  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  compassion. 
When  he  was  cut  down,  the  body  was  carried 
through  the  whole  city  to  gather  contributions  for 
his  waJce ;  and  all  sorts  of  people  showed  their  libe- 
rality according  as  they  were  able.  The  ceremony 
was  performed  in  an  alehouse  of  distinction,  and  in 
a  manner  suitable  to  the  quality  of  the  deceased. 
While  the  attendants  were  discoursing  about  his 
funeral,  a  worthy  member  of  the  assembly  stood  up, 
and  proposed  that  the  body  should  be  carried  out 
the  next  day,  and  burned  with  the  same  pomp  and 
formalities  used  at  his  execution:  which  would  pre- 
vent the  malice  of  his  enemies,  and  all  indignities 
that  might  be  done  to  his  remains.  This  was  agreed 
to;  and  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  following  morn* 
ing  there  appeared  a  second  procession.  But,  burn'- 
ing  not  haying  been  any  part  of  the  sentence,  au- 
thority thought  fit  to  interpose,  and  the  corpse  was 
rescued  by  the  civil  power. 

We  hear  the  body  is  not  yet  interred  ;  which  oc- 
casions many  speculations.  But  what  is  more  won- 
derful, it  is  positively  affirmed,  by  many  who  pre- 
tend to  have  been  eye-witnesses,  that  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  the  least  alteration  in  any  one  linea- 
ment or  feature  of  his  countenance  ;  nor  visible  de- 
cay in  his  whole  frame,  farther  than  what  had  been 
made  by  worms  long  before  his  execution.  The 
solution  of  which  difficulty  I  shall  leave  among  na» 
turalists. 
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GENTLBMENi. 

As  justice  manifestly  proves  the  main*spring  out 
which  men  endowed  with  the  most  noble  faculties 
geiiieraUy ,  move;  90  it  exerts  '  itself  as  the  .most  rigid  ^ 
ai]kt^oni$t;to  human,  pature,  when  once  violated^ . 
even  in  the  most  minute. respect. 

I  .William  Wood>  whose  chief  inclinations  were 
to  leave  you  in  a  wood,  am  sufficiently  convinced 
that  I. have  in  a  great  respect  incurred  your  displeti- . 
sur^  ;  by  aiming  at  your  ruin,  at  the  levelling  of  so. 
noble  a  country  even  to  the  ground,  ihe  inhabit-* 
ants  whereof  never  prejudiced  me  nor  mine.  With 
an  suspect  veiled  pver  with  gloomy  confusion,  and 
a  conscience  .agitated  by  the  greatest  remorse,  I 
am  convinced  I  have  merited,  and  am  liable .  to . 
suf&r  this  punishment,  which  the  laws  of  a  just  and 
a  most  wronged  country  have  deemed  convenient 
to  be  inflicted  on  me.  ^ 

In  the  first  respect,  I  have  most  vilely  abused  a  gift 
conferred  on  me  by  so  good  a  protector  and  so  gra- 
cious a  king;  and  in  the  next  place,  proposed  to  build 
my  fortune  on  the  ruined  foundations  of  an  innocent 
kingdom.  Yet  I  hope  that  my  damnable  inclina- 
tions may  not  survive  me,  or  my  degeneracy  from 
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my  indigent,  yet  honest  ancestors,  remain  an  asper- 
sion to  my  innocent  posterity. 

My  parents*  fortune  proving  insufficient,  and  my 
faculties  somewhat  incapable,  they  endeavoured 
(and  to  be  sure  with  no  smaQ  iexpehde^  to  procure 
me  an  employment,  whereby  I  might  enjoy  an 
honest  living,  and  prove  a  credit  to  bolff  them  and 
myself. 

At  the  expiration  of  my  apprenticeship,  being  by 
an  indenture  bound  to  a  brazier,  they  endeavoured 
by  degrees  to  purchase  for  me  instruments,  and  by 
my  own  sedulity,  I  endeavoured  to  increase  them ; 
but,  setting  up  for  myself,  in  a  short  time  I  came  in- 
t6  tolerable  good  acquaintance,  and^good'buSin^s, 
and  at  length  obtained  a  patent  from  bnr^tftost  grcUv 
cious  king  George,  by  the  interest  6fpthefs,.^r^i%. 
coining  of  halfpence  and  farthings  for  tH^'  ihe^fbwf* 
of  his  majesty's  domiriionsl  caviled  Irelafid.^^'''  *     ''*^>   * 
.  But  I.  like  a  grand  j-^r,  a  desig'nfeg  k-^. 
and  perfidious  r— — n,  !( which  huift We  [Confession,  • 
with  my  life,  I  am  iapt  to  think  are  sufficifeitt''to  maike 
a  restitution  for  my  frustrated  stratagem)  applied  my 
gift  to  a  wrong  use.  .  '  .      '        **  .  ' 

Therefore,  as  it  hath  been  my  misforttme  to  trace 
the  paths  of  unliappiness,  pity  my  diiiconsolate  cdn- 
dition,  reproach  me  not  hereafter  so  vilely  as  ye 
have  done  me  heretofore,  but  let  your  rebukes  be 
mitigated  with  the  sweets  of  lenity,'  and  say  ^s  it 
was  told  to  Alexander  the  coppersmith,  I  have  done 
you  much  wrong,  for  which  I  pray  that  I  may  be 
indulged  at  the  great  bar  of  my  offendted  Creator. 

You'll  see,  gentlemien  of  the  mob,  that  in  a  little 

time,  I  hope  to  find  out  some  way  or  other  to  make 

you  all  satisfaction  for  *  the    great  care  that  you 

•  have  taken  of  me ;  some  of  you  have  made  a  good 

hand  by  me  already,  and  will  make  more  in  a  short 
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time;  but  I  assure  you,  that  you  shau't  have  one 
halfpenny  or  farthing  of  my  money  into  your  coun- 
try, for  I  will  find  some  other  place  for  *em* 

Sure  this  will  quell  your  loud  acclamations  a- 
gainst  me,  and  prevent  any  farther  mobs.  For  the 
performance  of  the  above,  I  give  under  my  hand. 

Will.  Wood. 

Dublin  t  Printed  by  C.  C.  17^4. 
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THE  DRAPIER'S  LETTER 


TO  THE  GOOD  PEOPLE  OF  IRELAND.     1745. 


[In  the  year  1745,  ivhile  the  insurrection  of  that  memorable  pe- 
riod was  raging  in  Scotland,  Lord  Chesterfield  arrived  as  lord- 
lieutenant  in  Ireland.  Swift  was  then  in  a  state  of  absolute 
imbecility,  and  soon  after  dropt  into  the  grave.  But  in  the 
meanwhile,  the  following  paper  was  published  under  so  popular 
a  name,  to  divert  the  Irish  from  acceding  to  the  schemes  of  the 
Jacobites.  The  wit,  spirit,  and  happy  imitation  of  the  Dnu 
pier's  style,  render  it  highly  probable,  that  the  paper  was  drawn 
by  Chesterfield  himself.  It  had  a  great  run,  and  produced  all 
the  effect  upon  the  popular  mind  which  the  author  could  have 
desired.] 


MY  DEAR  COTTNTaYMEN, 

It  is  now  some  considerable  time  sinc6 1  troubled  you  with  my 
advice ;  and,  as  I  am  growing  old  and  infirm,  I  was  in  good  hopes 
to  have  been  quietly  laid  in  my  grave,  before  any  occasion  offer* 
ed  of  addressing  you  again :  out  my  affection  for  you,  which 
does  not  decay,  though  my  poor  body  does,  obliges  me  once  more 
to  put  you  in  mind  of  your  true  interests,  that  you  may  not  un- 
warily run  yourselves  into  danger  and  distress,  for  want  of  an* 
derstanding  or  seriously  considering  it. 

I  have  many  reasons  to  believe,  that  there  are  not  few  among 
you,  who  secretly  rejoice  at  the  rebellion  which  is  now  raised  in 
Scotland ;  and  perhaps  conceive  hopes  of  some  alteration  for  the 
better,  in  their  circumstances  and  condition,  if  it  should  succeed* 
It  is  those  mistaken  people  whom  X  design  to  talk  to  in  this  let- 
ter, and  I  desire  no  more  of  them  than  to  give  me  a  fair  hearing; 
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•xamining  coolly  with  tk^iuselves,  whether  what  I  shall  say  h^ 
true. 

It  is  no  objection  to  ray  speaking  to  them,  that  they  are  gene- 
rally papistd.  I  do  not  know  how  othier  people  are  disposed ; 
but^  for  my  part,  I  hate  no  than  for  his  ivligion ;  I  look  upon  a 
papist  as  my  countryman  and  neighbour,  though  I  happen  myself 
to  be  a  protestant*  And,  if  I  know  what  advice  is  good  for  him^ 
I  can  see  no- reason  why  I  should  not  gire  it  him,  or  why  he 
should  not 'take  it. 

A  papist -lias  sense,  I  Suppose,  like  other  men,  to  see  his  inte- 
rest and  adrantage,  and  the  same  natural  desire  to  embrace  it 
where  he  finds  it ;  and,  if  1  can  show-  him  where  it  lies,  he  will 
not,  i  believe,  kick  it  from  him,  barely  to  spite  me  as  a  protest- 
ant. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  popish  gentry  of  this  kingdom. 
They  would  hardly  take  such  a  plain  man's  advice ;  and,  brides, 
they  have  so  many  ways  of  coming  off  safe  themsetves,  though 
the  poor  people  were  undone,  that  I  need  not  be  concerned  fot 
them. 

My  care  is  for  the  common  people,  the  labourers,  farmerSy 
artificers,  and  tradesmen,  of  this  nation ;  who  are  in  danger  of 
being  deldded  by  their  betters,  and  made  tools  of  to  serve  theiif 
purfjoses,  without  any  advantage  to  themselves.  It  is  possible^ 
that,  among  the  lords  and  squires,  one  perhaps  of  a  hnudred 
would  get  something  by  a  change :  places  and  employments  will 
be  promised  them,  no  doabt ;  and  a  lew  of  those  promises,  per- 
haps, the  French  and  Scotch  friends  of  the  pretender  might  give 
him  leave  to  keep.  But  what  are  the  poorer  sort  the  better  all 
this  while  ?  Will  the  labourer  get  one  farthing  a  day  more  ?  Will 
the  farmer's  rent  be  lowered  f  Will  the  artificer  be  more  employ* 
edj  or  better  paid  ?  Will  the  tradesman  get  more  customers,  or 
have  fewer  scores  upon  his  books? 

I  have  been  bred  in  a  careful  way  of  life ;  and  never  ventuT* 
ed  npon  any  project,  without  consulting  my  pillow  first  how 
touch  I  should  be  a  gainer  in  the  upshot.  I  wish  my  good  boun^ 
trymett  would  do  so  too';  and  before  they  grow  fond  of  change j 
ask  theniselvies  this  sob^r  qaestion.  Whether  it  would  better  their 
'condition  if  it  were  really  brought  about?  If  it  would  not,  to 
what  purpose  do  we  wish  it?  If  the  poor  lafooarer,  when  all  is 
over^  is  to  be  a  labourer  still,  and  earn  his  groat  a  day  as  hardly 
as  he  did  before,  1  cannot  find  why  he  should  think  it  worth 
his  while  to  tenture  a  leg  or  an  arm,  and  the  gallows  too  int6  the 
bargain,  to  be  just  where  \ie  set  out.  If  he  must  dig  and  Mr^ 
when  the  pretender  is  settled  on  the  throne^  be  had  as  ^od  sttclt 
to  It^ow^  forany  dlifettoce  I  tto  see* 

VOL.  rii,  u 
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I  beliere  my  counirjnneQ  are  not  6o  mad  as  to  imagine  tbe  pie- 
tender  can,  or  will,  give  every  one  of  them  estates ;  and  I  am 
sure,  if  he  does  not,  they  can  be  only  where  they  were.  If  a 
farmer  must  pay  his  rent,  I  see  no  reason  that  he  should  be  mnch 
concerned  whether  he  pays  it  to  one  man  or  another.  His  popish 
landlord  will,  I  suppose,  demand  it  as  soon  and  as  strictly  as  a 
protestant;  and,  if  he  does  not  pay  it,  pound  hia  cattle,  or  dis«> 
train  his  goods,  as  readily  at  least. 

I  have  not  observed  that  tenants  to  popish  landlords  wear  tighter 
clothes,  ride  better  cattle,  or  spend  more  money  at  markets  and 
fairs,  than  the  tenants  on  protestant  estates ;  therefore  I  cannot 
believe  they  are  better  used ;  on  tl|e  contrary,  I  know,  from  long 
experience,  that  there  is  more  money  taken  in  my  shop  from  .the 
latter  than  the  former  ;  and  therefore  I  suppose  that,  generally 
speaking,  they  are  in  better  circumstan^^es,  1  could  wish  all  of 
them  had  better  bargains ;  but,  since  they  will  not  be  mended  foy 
the  best  successes  that  .their  own  hearts  could  wish  to  the  pre- 
tender, they  may  as  well  be  quiet,  and  make  the  best  of  such  as 
they  have  already. 

There  is  not  a  more  foplish  trade  than  fighting  for  nothing; 
and  I  hope  my  good  countrymen  will  be  too  wise  to  be  persuad* 
ed  into  it.  Fine  speeches  and  fair  promises  will  not  be  wanting 
to  delude  them ;  but  \et  them  remember  the  warning  I  now  give 
them ;  that,  when  all  is  over,  the  very  best  that  can  befal  them  is, 
to  have  their  labour  for  their  pains,  , 

I  doubt  not  but  you  are  told,  ^^  that  you  will  all  be  made;" 
and  I  do  not  expect  that  you  should  take  my  word  to  the  con* 
trary*  I  desire  only  that  yon  would  trust  the  understanding 
God  has  given  you,  and  not  be  fooled  out  of  your  senses.  Will 
the  manufacturer  be  made,  by  an  entire  stop  to  business  ?  or  the 
tradesman,  by  being  obliged  to  shut  up  shop  ?  And  yet  you  all 
must  know,  that,  in  a  civil  war,  no  work  can  be  carried  on,  oor 
any  trade  go  forward.  I  hope  you  are  not  yet  so  stupid  as  to  think 
that  people  will  build  houses,  buy  rich  furuiturc,  or  make  up  fine 
clothes,  when  we  are 'all  together  by  the  ears,  and  nobody  can 
tell  to  whose  share  they  will  fall  jit  last :  and  if  there  be  no  buy« 
ers,  you  can  have  no  employers.  Merchants  will  not  stock  them- 
selves  with  goods  when  there  is  no  demand  for  them,  to  have  their 
shops  rifled,  and  their  store- houses  broken  open  and  plundered, 
by  one  side  or  the  other. 

Indeed,  my  good  friends  and  countrymen,  let  designing  people 
say  what  they  please,  you  will  all  be  ruined  in  the  struggle,  let  it 
end  which  way  it  will  ;  and  it  well  deserves  your  thoughts^ 
whether  it  is  w.orth  your  while  to  beggar  yourselves  and  famiiies, 
that  the  man's  name  upon  the  throne  may  be  James  instead  oi 
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George.  Toa  will  probably  aee  neither  of  them  while  yon  Uwc^ 
nor  be  one  penny  the  richer  for  the  one  or  for  the  other ;  ahd^ 
if  yon  take  my  advice,  you  will  accordingly  not  trouble  your 
h^s  abont  them. 

You  may  think  it  a  fine  thing,  when  you  get  drunk  over  your 
ale,  to  throw  up  your  caps  and  cry,  **  Long  lire  King  James !" 
but  it  would  be  a  wiser  thing,  to  think  how  you  will  live  your- 
selves, after  you  are  beggared  in  his  cause.  Will  he  make  good 
your  losses  ?  pay  one  man  for  the  plundering  of  his  warehouse^ 
and  another  for  the  rifling  of  his  shop  ?  Will  he  give  you  money, 
think  ye,  to  release  your  own  and  your  wives*  clothes  whichfyou 
must  pawn  for  bread,  because  no  work  is  stirring  ?  Will  he  buy 
new  looms  and  tackle  for  you,  because  yours  have  been  burnt 
and  destroyed  ?  If  you  fancy  so,  you  are  strangely  imposed  upon 
indeed.  He  will  have  other  things  to  do  with  his  money ;  or,  if 
he  had  any  to  spare,  there  will  be  hungry  Frenchmen  enough 
about  him  i!o  snap  it  up  before  it  comes  to  you. 

I  vrill  not  say  any  thing  to  you  about  the  dangers  you  must 
run  in  the  course  of  a  civil  war,  though  they  are  very  dreadful^ 
aod  more  horrid  than  you  can  possibly  imagine,  because  I  cannot 
think  that  there  is  any  need  of  it.  I  have  shown  you  very  plainly, 
thatp  if  you  should  be  deluded  to  take  arms,  you  fight  for  less 
than  nothing,  for  the  undoing  of  yourselves  and  families  ;  and  if 
this  argument  will  not  prevail  upon  you  to  be  quiet,  I  can  only 
pray  for  you,  that  God  will  be  pleased  to  restore  you  to  the  right 
use  of  your  understanding.    I  am. 

Your  old  and  faithful  friend, 

The  DaAPiSR. 


•/ 
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MISCELLANEOUS  TRACTS 

UEpN 

IRISH  AFFAIRS. 


[The  tracts  which  follow  are  a  bright  record  of  the  unceasing  zsd 
with  which  Swift  continaed,  through  successive  years^  and  in* 
deed  until  the  total  decay  of  his  mental  powers,  to  watch  over 
the  interests  of  Ireland,*^to  warn  his  countrymen  of  their  er- 
rors, to  laugh  them  out  of  their  follies,  to  rindicate  their  rights 
against  the  aggressions  of  their  powerful  neighbours ;  and  to  be, 
in  the  expressive  language  of  Scripture,  the  man  set  for  their 
watchman^  to  blow  the  trumpet  and  ni^rn  the  people.] 


[    311    ] 


MAXIMS  CONTROULED  IN  IRELAND. 


THE  TRUTH 

OP 

MAXIMS  IN  STATE  AND  GOVERNMENT 

EXAMINED, 

♦ 

WZTU  RES'EaEMCE  TO  IRELAND. 

Wriiten  in  1734. 


[These  maxims  are  described  by  Mr  Burke,  a^  ^^  a  collection  of 
State  Paradoxes,  abounding  with  great  sense  and  penetration, 
and  on  a  Tery  important  subject^'  -Thoy  form  a  counterpart  to 
the  Essay  on  Public  Absurdities  in  England,  VoL  X.  p.  362.] 


-I  HERE  are  certain  maxims  of  state,  founded  upon 
long  observation  and  experience,  drawn  from  the 
constant  practice  of  the  wisest  nations,  and  from 
the  very  principles  of  government,  nor  even  con- 
trouled  by  any  writer  upon  politics.  Yet  all  these 
maxims  do  necessarily  presuppose  a  kingdom,  or 
commonwealth,  to  have  the  same  natural  rights 
common  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  who  have  entered 
into  civil  society :  for,  if  we  could  conceive^a .  na- 
tion where  each  of  the  inhabitants  had  but  one  eye, 
one  leg,  and  one  hand,  it  is  plain,  before  you  cpuld 


312  MAXIMS  CONTROVLRD  IIN  IRELAND. 

institute  them  into  a  republic,  tliat  an  allowance 
must  be  made  for  those  material  defects,  wherein 
they  differed  from  other  mortals.  Or  imagine  a  le- 
giislature  forming  a  system  for  the  government  of 
Bedlam,  and,  proceeding  upon  the  maxim  that  man 
is  a  sociable  animal,  should  draw  them  out  of  their 
cells,  and  form  them  into  corporations  or  general  as- 
semblies; the  consequence  might  probably  be,  that 
they  would  fall  foul  on  each  other,  or  burn  the  house 
over  their  own  'heads. 

Of  the  like  nature  are  innumerable  errors  com- 
mitted by  crude  and  short  thinkers,  who  reason  up- 
on general  topics  without  the  least  allowance  for  the 
most  important  circumstances^  which  quite  alter  the 
nature  of  the  case. 

This  has  been  the  fate  of  those  small  dealers,  who 
are  every  day  publishing  their  thoughts,  either  on 
paper  or  in  their  assemblies,  for  improving  the  trade 
of  Ireland,  and  referring  us  to  the  practice  and  ex- 
ample of  England,  Holland,  France,  or  other  na- 
tions. 

I  shall  therefore  examine  certain  maxims  of  go- 
vernment, which  generally  pass  for  uncontrouled  in 
the  world,  and  consider  how  far  they  will  suit  with 
the  present  condition  of  this  kingdom. 

First,  it  is  affirmed  by  wise  men,  that  the  dear- 
ness  of  things  necessary  for  life,  in  a  fruitful  coun- 
try, is  aceptd,in  sign  of  wealth  and  great  cpminerce; 
for,  when  isUch  necessaries  are  dear,  it  must  abso- 
lutely follow  that  money  is  cheap  and  plentiful. 

But  this  is  manifestly  faflse  in  Ireland,  for  the  fol- 
lowing reason.  Some  years  ago,  the  species  of 
money  here  did  probably  amount  to  six  or  seven 
hundred  thousand  pounds ;  and  I  have  good  cause 
to  believe,  that  our  remittances  then  did  not  much 
exceed  the  cash  brought  into  us.  But,  by  the  pro- 
digious discouragements  we  have  since  received  iir 
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every  branoh  6f  our  trade,  by  the  frequent  enforce- 
ments and  rigorous  ex^cutiori  of  the  navigation-act^ 
the  tyranny  of  under  costorii-house  officers,  th« 
yearly  addition  of  absentees,  the  payments  to  regi- 
ments abroad,  to  civil  atid  military  officers  residing 
in  England),  the  unexpected  sudden  demands  of 
great  sums  from  the  treasury^  and  some  other  drains 
of  perhaps  as  great  consequence,  we  now  see  our* 
selves  reduced  to  a  state  (since  we  have  no  friends) 
of  being  pitied  by  our  enemies  ;  at  least  if  our  ene- 
mies were  of  such  a  kind,  as  to  be  capable  of  any 
regards  towards  us,  except  of  hatred  and  con- 
tempt. 

Forty  years  are  now  passed  since  the  Revolution, 
when  the  contention  of  the  British  empire  was,  most 
unfortunately  for  us,  and  alt<:^ether  against  the 
psual  course  of  such  mighty  chadges  in  govern- 
ment, decided  in  the  least  important  nation;  but 
with  such  ravages  and  ruin  executed  on  both  sides,. 
Its  to  leAve  the  kingdom  a  desert,  which  in  some 
sort  it  still  continues,  Neither  did  the  long  rebel- 
lions in  l641,  make  half  such  a  destruction  of 
houses^  plantations,  and  personal  wealth,  in  both 
kingdoms,'  as  two  years  campaigns  did  in  ours,  by 
fighting  England's  battles. 

By  slow  degrees,  as  by  the  gentle  treatment  we 
received  under  two  auspicious  reigns  *,  we  grew  able 
to  live  without  running  in  debt.  Our  absentees 
were  but  few :  we  had  great  indulgence  in  trade, 
and  a  considerable  shar^  in  employments  of  church 
and  state ;  and  while  tHe  short  leases  continued, 
which. were  let  some  yelars  after  the  war  ended^ 


*  Those  of  Charles  II.  and.  James  II.  in  which,  for  political 
reasons  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  ^Ireland  was  peculiarly  &Your. 
edj- 
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t^n^iits  paid  their  rents  with  ease  and  cheerfulness^ 
to  the  great  regret  of  their  landlords,  who  had  taken 
up  a  spirit  of  opposition  that  is  not  easily  removed* 
And  although,  in  these  short  leases,  the  rent  was 
gradually  to  increase  after  short  periods,  yet,  as 
soon  as  the  terms  elapsed,  the  land  was  let  to  the 
highest  bidder,  most  commonly  without  the  least 
effectual  clause  for  building  or  planting.  Yet,  by 
many  advantages,  which  this  island  then  possessed, 
and  has  since  utterly  lost,  the  rents  of  land  still 
grew  higher  upon  every  lease  that  expired,  till  they 
have  arrived  at  the  present  exorbitance ;  when  the 
frog,  over-swelling  himself,  burst  at  last. 

With  the  price  of  land  of  necessity  rose  that  of 
corn  and  cattle,  and  all  other  commodities  that 
farmers  deal  in :  hence  likewise,  obviously,  the  rates 
of  all  goods  and  manufactures  among  shopkeepers, 
the  wages  of  ssrvants,  and  hire  of  labourers.  But 
although  our  miseries  came  on  fast,  with  neither 
trade  nor  money  left ;  yet  neither  will  the  landlord 
abate  in  his  rent,  nor  can  the  tenant  abate  in  the 
price  of  what  that  rent  must  be  paid  with,  nor  any 
shopkeeper,  tradesman,  or  labourer  live,  at  lower 
expense  for  food  and  clothing,  than  he  did  before.  * 

I  have  been  the  larger  upon  this  first  head,  be* 
cause  the  same  observations  will  clear  up  and 
strengthen  a  good  deal  of  what  I  shall  affirm  upon 
the  rest. 

The  second  maxim  of  those  who  reason  upon 
trade  and  government,  is,  to  assert  that  low  interest 
is  a  certain  sign  of  greatplenty  of  money  in  a  nation, 
for  which,  as  in  many  other  articles,  they  produce 
the  examples  of  Holland  and  England.  But,  with 
relation  to  Ireland,  this  maxim  is  likewise  entirely 
false. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  the  lowness  of  interest 
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in  any  country.  First,  that  which  is  usually  alleg- 
ed, the  great  plenty  of  species  ;  and  this  is  ohvious. 
The  second  isj  want  of  trade,  which  seldom  falls 
unc)er  common  observation,  Although  it  be  equally 
true:  for,  where  trade  is  altogether  discouraged^ 
there  are  few  borrowers.  In  those  countries  where 
men  can  employ  a  large  stock,  the  young  merchant, 
whose  fortune  may  be  four  or  five  hundred  pounds^ 
will  venture  to  borrow  as  much  more,  and  can  afford 
a  reasonable  interest.  Neither  is  it  easy^  at  thisday^ 
to  find  many  of  those,  whose  business  reaches  to 
employ  even  so  inconsiderable  a  sum,  except  among 
the  importers  of  wine,  who,  as  they  have  most  part 
of  the  present  trade  in  these  parts  of  Ireland  ki 
their  hands,  so  they  are  the  most  exorbitant,  exacts 
ing,  fraudulent  dealers,  that  ever  trafficked  in  any  na- 
tion, and  are  making  all  possible  speed  to  ruin  both 
themselves  and  the  nation. 

From  this  defect  of  gentlemen's  Hot  knowing  how 
to  dispose  of  their  ready  money,  arises  the  high 
purchase  of  lands,  which  in  all  other  countries  is 
reckoned  a  sign  of  wealth.  For,  th6  frugal  squires, 
who  live  below  their  incomes,  have  no  other  way 
to  dispose  of  their  savings  but  by  mortgage  or  pur« 
chase,  by  which  the  rates  of  land  must  naturally 
increase;  and  if  this  trade  continues  long,  under 
the  uncertainty  of  rents,  the  landed  men  of  ready 
money  will  find  it  more  for  their  advantage  to  send 
their  cash  to  England,  and  place  it  in  the  funds ; 
which  I  myself  am  determined  to  do,  the  first  consi- 
derable sum  I  shall  be  master  of. 

J\  has  likewise  been  a  maxim  among  politicians, 
**  That  the  great  increase  of  buildings  in  the  me«> 
tropolis,  argues  a  fiourishing  state/'  But  this,  I 
confess,  has  been  controuled  from  the  example  of 
London ;  when,  by  the  long  and  annual  parliament- 
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ary  session,  such  a  number  of  senators,  with  their 
families,  friends,  adherents,  and  expectants,  draw 
such  prodigious  numbers  to  that  city,  that  the  old 
hospitable  custom  of  lords  and  gentlemen  living  in 
fheiv  ancient  seats  among  their  tenants,  is  almost 
lost  in  England  ;  is  laughed  out  of  doors  ;  insomuch 
that^  in  the  middle  of  summer,  a  legal  house  of 
lords  and  commons  might  be  brought  in  a  few  hours 
to  London,  from  their  country  villas  within  twelve 
miles  round. 

The  case  in  Ireland  is  yet  somewhat  worse :  for 
the  absentees  of  great  estates,  who,  if  they  lived  at 
home,  would  have  many  rich  retainers  in  their 
neighbourhoods,  have  learned  to  rack  their  lands, 
and  shorten  their  leases,  as  much  as  any  residing 
squire;  and  the  few  remaining  of  those  latter, 
having  some  vain  hope  of  employments  i^or  them- 
selves, or  their  children,  and  discouraged  by  the 
beggarliness  and  thievery  of  their  own  miserable 
farmers  and  cottagers,  or  seduced  by  the  vanity  of 
their  wives,  on  pretence  of  their  children's  educa- 
tion (whereof  the  fruits  are  so  apparent),  together 
with  that  most  wonderful,  and  yet  more  unaccount- 
able zeal, .  for  a  seat  in  their  assembly,  though  at 
sotne  years'  purchase  of  their  whole  estates  :  these, 
and  some  other  motives,  have  drawn  such  concourse 
to  this  beggarly  city,  that  the  dealers  of  the  several 
branches  of  building  have  found  out  all  the  commo- 
dious arid  inviting  places  for  erecting  neW  houses; 
while  fifteen  hundred  of  the  old 'ones,  which  is  a 
seventh  part  of  the  whole  city,  are  said  to  be  left 
uninhabited,  and  falling  to  ruin.  Their  method  is 
the  same  with  that  which  was  first  introduced  by 
Dr  Barebone  at  London,  who  died  a  bankrupt. 
The  mason,  the  bricklayer,  the  carpenter,  the  slater, 
and  the  glazier,  take  a  lot  of  ground,  club  to  build 
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one  or  more  houses,  unite  their  credit,  their  stock, 
and  their  money;  and  when  their  work  is  finished, 
sell  it  to  the  best  advantage  they  can.  But,  as  it 
often  happens,  and  more  every  day,  that  their  fund 
will  not  answer  half  their  design,  they  are  forced  to 
undersell  it  at  the  first  story,  and  are  all  reduced  tq 
bepgary.  Insomuch  that  I  know  a  certain  fanatic 
brewer,  who  is  reported  to  have  some  hundreds  of 
houses  in  this^  town,  is  said  to  have  purchased  the 
greatest  part  of  them  at  half  value  from  ruined  un-f 
dertakers  ;  hab  intelligence  of  all  new  houses  where 
the  finishing  is  at  a  stand,  takes  advatitage  of  the 
builder's  distress,  and,  by  the  advantage  of  ready 
money,  gets  fitty  per  cent,  at  least  for  hf§  b$i'rgain. 

It  is  anodiei^  undisputed  maxim  in  gi^verqmentj 
*^  That  people  are  the  riches  of  a  natiou;-*  which  i? 
so  universally  granted,  that  it  will  be  hardly,  par*' 
donable  to  bring  it  into  doubt.  And  I  fvill  gr$iht  i( 
to  be  so  far  true,  even  in  this  island,  that  if  \^e  ha4 
the  Afirican  cu9tom»  or  privilege,  of  selling  our  use- 
less bodies  for  slaves  to  foreigners,  it  would  be  thq 
most  useful  branch  of  our  trade,  by  ridding  us  of  a 
most  unsupportable  burden,  and  bringing  us  mqney 
in  the  stead.  But,  in  our  present  situation,  at  least 
five  children  in  six  who  are  born,  lie  a  dead  weight 
upon  us,  for  want  of  employment.  And  a  very 
skilful  computer  assured  me,  that  above  one  half  of 
the  souls  in  this  kingdom  supported  themselves  by 
begging  and  thievery ;  two  thirds  whereof  would  be 
able  to  get  their  bread  in  any  other  country  upon 
earth.  Trade  is  the  only  incitement  to  labour; 
where  that  fails,  the  poorer  native  must  either  beg, 
steal,  or  starve,  or  be  forced  to  quit  his  country. 
This  has  made  me  often  wish,  for  some  years  past, 
that  instead  of  discouraging  our  people  from  seek^ 
ing  foreign  soil^  the  public  would  rather  pay  for 
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transporting  a]l  our  unnecessary  mortals,  whether 
papists  or  protestants,  to  America ;  as  drawbacks 
are  sometimes  allowed  for  exporting  commodities, 
where  a  nation  is  overstocked.  I  confess  myself  to 
be  touched  with  a  very  sensible  pleasure,  when  I 
hear  of  a  mortality  in  any  country  parish  or  village, 
where  the  wretches  are  forced  to  pay  for  a  filthy 
cabin,  and  two  ridges  of  potatoes,  treble  the  worth ; 
brought  up  to  steal  or  beg,  for  want  of  work;  to 
whom  death  would  be  the  best  thing  to  b^  wished 
for,  on  account  both  of  themselves  and  the  public  ^. 

Among  all  taxes  imposed  by  the  legislature,  those 
upon  luxury  are  universally  allowed  to  be  the  most 
equitable,  and  beneficial  to  the  subject;  and  the 
commonest  reasoner  on  government,  might  fill  a 
volume  with  arguments  on  the  subject.  Yet  here 
again,  by  the  singular  fate  of  Ireland,  this  maxim 
is  utterly  false ;  and  the  putting  of  it  in  practice 
may  have  such  a  pernicious  consequence,  as,  I  cer- 
tainly believe,  the  thoughts  of  the  proposers  were 
not  able  to  reach. 

The  miseries  v^e  suffer  by  our  absentees,  are  of  a 
far  more  extensive  nature  than  seems  to  be  com- 
monly understood.  I  must  vindicate  myself  to  the 
reader  so  far,  as  to  declare  solemnly,  that  what  I 
shall  say  of  those  lords  and  squires,  does  not  arise 
from  the  least  regard  I  have  far  their  understand- 
ings, their  virtues,  or  their  persons :  for,  although  I 
have  not  the  honour  of  the  least  acquaintance  with 
any  one  among  them,  (my  ambition  not  soaring  so 
high)  yet  I  am  too  good  a  witness  of  the  situation 
they  have  been  in  for  thirty  years  past ;  the  venera- 


*  Upon  this  topic  Swift  has  enlarged  with  bitter  sarcasm  in 
the  ''  Modest  Frpposal"  fpr  ^conTei^tiDg  the  children  of  the  poor 
into  an  article  of  food. 
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tion  paid  them  by  the  people,  the  high  esteem  they 
are  in  among  the  prime  nobility  and  gentry,  the 
particular  marks  of  favour  and  distinction  they  re« 
ceive  from  the  court ;  the  weight  and  consequence 
of  their  interest,  added  to  their  great  zeal  and  ap- 
plication for  preventing  any  hardships  their  country 
might  suffer  from  England,  wisely  considering  that 
their  own  fortunes  and  honours  were  embarked  in 
the  same  bottom. 
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THE 

BLUNDERS,  DEFICIENCES,  DISTRESSES, 
AND  MISFORTUNES  OF  aUILCA. 

PROPOSED  TO    CONTAIN    ONE   AND    TWENTY  VOLUMES 

IN  QUARTO. 

Begun  April  30,  17^4.     To  be  continued  Weekly y  if  du0  Etin 

couragement  be  given. 


{Quilca  wad  a  smaU  country  seat  of  Mr  Sheridaa,  by  whom  tt 
was  leQt  to  the  Dean  as  a  summer  residence.  This  grotesque 
account  of  its  deficiences  forms  no  bad  supplement  to  Swift's 
account  of  Ireland.  See  some  ludicrous  verses  on  Quiica. 
Vol.  XV.  p.  UO.} 


But  one  lock  and  a  half  in  the  whole  house. 

The  key  of  the  garden  door  lost. 

The  empty  bottles  all  uncleanable. 

The  vessels  for  drink  very  few  and  leaky. 

The  new  house  going  to  ruin  before  it  is  finished. 

One  hinge  of  the  street  door  broke  off,  and  the 
people  forced  to  go  out  and  come  in  at  the  back- 
door. 

The  door  of  the  Dean's  bed-chamber  full  of  large 
chinks. 

The  beaufet  letting  in  so  much  wind  that  it  almost 
blows  out  the  candles. 
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The  Dean's  bed  threatening  every  night  to  fall 
under  him. 

The  littie  table  loose  and  broken  in  the  joints. 

The  passages  open  over  head,  by  which  the  cats 
pass  continually  into  the  cellar,  and  eat  the  victuals, 
for  which  one  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed 
by  the  sword. 

The  large  table  in  a  very  tottering  condition. 

But  one  chair  in  the  house  fit  for  sitting  on,  and 
that  in  a  very  il!  state  of  health. 

The  kitchen  perpetually  crowded  with  savages. 

Not  a  bit  of  mutton  to  be  had  in  the  country. 

Want  of  beds,  and  a  mutiny  thereupon  among 
the  servants,  until  supplied  from  Kells. 

An  egregious  want  of  all  the  most  common  ne- 
cessary utensils* 

Not  a  bit  of  turf  in  this  cold  weather ;  and  Mrs 
Johnson  and  the  Dean  in  person,  with  all  their  ser- 
vants, forced  to  assist  at  the  bog,  in  gathering  up 
the  wet  bottoms  of  old  clamps. 

The  grate  in  the  ladies'  bed-chamber  broke,  and 
forced  to  be  removed,  by  which  they  were  compel- 
led to  be  without  fire,  the  chimney  smoking  intoler- 
ably ;  and  the  Dean's  great-coat  was  employed  to 
stop  the  wind  from  coming  down  the  chimney,  with- 
out which  expedient  they  must  have  been  starved 
to  death. 

A  messenger  sent  a  mile  to  borrow  an  old  broken 
tun-dish. 

Bottles  stopped  with  bits  of  wood  and  tow,  in- 
stead of  corks. 

Not  one  utensil  for  a  fire,  except  an  old  pair  of 
tongs,  which  travels  through  the  house,  and  is  like- 
wise employed  to  take  the  meat  out  of  the 'pot,  for 
want  of  a  flesh-fork. 

Every  servant  an  arrant  thief  as  to  victuals  and 
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drink,  and  every  coiner  arid  goer  as  arrant  a  thief 
of  every  thing  he  or  she  can  lay  their  hands  on. 

The  spit  blunted  with  poking  into  bogs  for  tim- 
ber, and  tears  the  meat  to  pieces. 

Vellum  atque  fceminam  :  or  a  kitchen  war  be- 
tween nurse  and  a  nasty  crew  of  both  sexes ;  she 
to  preserve  order  and  cleanliness,  they  to  destroy 
both ;  and  they  generally  are  conquerors. 

^pril  2b.  This  morning  the  great  fore-door 
quite  open,  dancing  backward  and  forward  with  all 
its  weight  upon.the  lower  hinge,  which  roust  have 
been  broken  if  the  Dean  had  not  accidentally  come 
and  relieved  it. 

A  jgreat  hole  in  the  floor  of  the  ladies'  chamber, 
every  hour  hazarding  a  broken  leg. 

.  Two  damnable  iron  spikes  erect  on  the  Dean's 
bedstead,  by  which  he  is  in  danger  of  a  broken  shin 
at  rising,  and  going  to  bed. 

The  ladies'  and  Dean's  servants  growing  fast  into 
the  manners  and  thieveries  of  the  natives ;  the  ladies 
themselves  very  much  corrupted  ;  the  Dean  perpe- 
tually storming,  and  in  danger  of  either  losing  all 
his  flesh,  or  sinking  into  barbarity  for  the  sake  of 
peace. 

Mrs  Dingley  full  of  cares  for  herself,  and  blun- 
ders and  negligence  for  her  friends.  Mrs  Johnson 
sick  and  helpless.  The  Dean  deaf  and  fretting; 
the  lady's  maid  awkward  and  clumsy ;  Robert  lazy 
and  forgetful ;  William  a  pragmatical,  ignorant,  and 
conceited  puppy ;  Robin  and  nurse  the  two  great 
and  only  supports  of  the  family. 

Bellum  lactteum :  or  the  milky  battle,  fought  be- 
tween the  Dean  and  the  crew  of  Quilca ;  the  latter 
insisting  on  their  privilege  of  not  milking  till  eleven 
in  the  forenoon;  whereas  Mrs  Johnson  wanted 
milk  at  eight  for  her  health.     In  this  battle  the 
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Dean  got  the  victory ;  but  the  crew  of  Quilca  begin 
to  rebel  again ;  for  it  is  this  day  almost  ten  o'clock, 
and  Mrs  Johnson  has  not  got  her  milk. 

A  proverb  on  the  laziness  and  lodgings  of  the 
servants :  "  The  worse  their  sty — the  longer  they 

lie* 

Two  great  holes  in  the  wall  of  the  laidies'  bed- 
chamber, just  at  the  back  of  the  bed,  and  one  of 
them  directly  behind  Mrs  Johnson's  pillow,  either 
of  which  would  blow  out  a  candle  in  the  calmest 
day. 
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A  SHORT  VIEW 

OF 

THE  STATE  OF  IRELAND.    1727. 


1  AM  assured,  that  it  has  for  some  time  been  prac- 
tised as  a  method  of  making  men's  court,  when 
they  are  asked  about  the  rate  of  lands,  the  abihties 
of  tenants,  the  state  of  trade  and  manufacture  in  this 
kingdom,  and  how  their  rents  are  paid;  to  answer, 
that  in  their  neighbourhood  all  things  are  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition^  the  rent  and  purchase  of  land 
every  day  increasing.  And  if  a  gentleman  happen 
to  be  a  little  more  sincere  in  his  representation, 
beside  being  looked  on  as  not  well-afFected,  he  is  sure 
to  have  a  dozen  contradictors  at  his  elbow.  I  think 
it  is  no  manner  of  secret,  why  these  questions  are 
so  cordially  asked,  or  so  obligingly  answered. 

But  since,  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  this  king- 
dom, I  have  been  using  all  endeavours  to  subdue 
my  indignation ;  to  which  indeed  I  am  not  provok- 
ed by  any  personal  interest,  not  being  the  owner  of 
one  spot  of  ground  in  the  whole  island ;  I  shall  only 
enumerate,  by  rules  generally  known,  and  never 
contradicted,  what  are  the  true  causes  of  any  coun- 
try's flourishing  and  growing  rich;  and  then  exa- 
mine what  effects  arise  from  those  causes  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  first  cause  of  a  kingdom's  thriving  is,  the 
fruitfulness  of  the  soil  to  produce  the  necessaries 
and  conveniences  of  life ;  not  only  sufficient  for  the 
inhabitants,  but  for  exportation  into  other  countries. 
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The  second  is>  the  industry  of  the  people,  in 
working  up  all  their  native  commodities  to  the  lasl 
degree  of  manufacture. 

The  third  is,  the  conveniencjr  of  «afe  ports  and 
havens,  to  carry  out  their  owof. goods  as  much  mar 
nufactured,  and  bring  iu  tliose  of  others  as  little  ma- 
nufactured, as  the  nature  of  natural  commerce  will 
allow. 

The  fourth  is,  that  the  natives  should,  as  much 
as  pofiisible,  export  and  import  their  goods  in  vesr 
sels  of  their  own  timber,  made  .in  their  own  coun^ 
try. 

The  fifth  is,  the  privilege  of  a  free  trade  in  all 
foreign  countVies  which  will  permit  them^  except 
those  who  are  in  war  withtheir  own  prince  or  state. 

The  sixth  is,  by  being  governed  only  bylaws 
made  with  their  own  consent;  for  otherwise  they 
are  not  a  free  people.  And  therefore  all  appeals 
for  justice,  or  applications  for  favour  or  preferment, 
to  another  country,  s^re  so  many  grievous  impo- 
verishments. 

The  seventh  is,-  by  improvement  of  land,  encou* 
ragement  of  agriculture,  and  thereby  increasing  the 
number  of  their  people ;  without  which  any  coun- 
try, however  blessed  by  nature,  must  continue 
poor. 

The  eighth  is,  the  residence  of  the  prince,  or  chief 
administrator  of  the  civil  power. 

The  ninth  is,  the  concourse  of  for43igners,  for  edu- 
cation, curiosity,  or  pleasure,  or  as  to  a  general 
mart  of  trade. 

The  tenth  is,  by  disposing  all  offices  of  honour, 
profit,  or  trust,  only  to  the  natives ;  or  at  least  with 
very  few  exceptions,  where  strangers  nave  lopg  in- 
habited the  country,  aufl  are  supposed  to  understand 
and  regard  the  interests  of  it  as  their  own. 
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The  eleventh  is,  when  the  rents  of  land  and  pro- 
fits of  employment  are  spent  iii  the  country  which 
produced  them,  and  not  in  another;  the  former  of 
which  will  certainly  happeh  where  the  love  of  our 
native  country  prevails. 

The  twelfth  is,  by  the  public  revenues  being  all 
spent  and  employed  at  home,  except  on  the  occa- 
sions of  a  foreign  war. 

The  thirteenth  is,  where  the  people  are  not  ob- 
liged, unless  they  find  it  for  their  own  interest  or 
conveniency,  to  receive  any  monies,  except  of  their 
own  coinage  by  a  public  mint,  after  the  manner  of 
all  civilized  nations. 

The  fourteenth  is,  a  disposition  of  the  people  of 
a  country  to  wear  their  own  manufactures,  and  im- 
port as  few  incitements  to  luxury,  either  in  clothes, 
furniture,  food,  or  drink,  as  they  possibly  can  live 
conveniently  without.    • 

There  are  many  othei<  causes  of  a  nation's  thriv* 
ing,  which  I  at  present  cannot  recollect ;  but  with- 
out advantage  from  at  least  some  of  these,  after 
turning  my  thoughts  a  long  time,  I  am  not  able  to 
discover  whence  our  wealth  proceeds,  and  therefore 
would  gladly  be  better  informed.  In  the  mean 
time  I  will  here  examine  what  share  falls  to  Ireland 
of  these  causes,  or  of  the  effects  and  consequences. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  complain,  but  barely  to 
relate  facts ;  and  the  matter  is  not  of  small  impor* 
tance.  For  it  is  allowed,  that  a  man  who  lives  in  a 
solitary  house,  far  from  help,  is  not  wise  in  endea- 
vouring to  acquire  in  the  neighbourhood  the  repu- 
tation of  being  rich ;  because  those  who  come  for 
gold,  will  go  off  with  pewter  and  brass,  rather  than 
return  empty  :  and  in  the  common  practice  of  the 
world,  those  who  possess  most  wealth,  make  the 
least  parade;  which  they  leave  to  others,  who  have 
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nothing  fUe  to  bear  tbem  out  in  showing,  their  faces 
on  the  Exchange.       ! 

As  to  the  first  cause  of  a  nation's  riches,  being 
the  fertility .  of.  th^i  soil,  as  well  as  tensiperature  of 
climate,  we  have  no  reason  to  compl^^in;  for,  al- 
though the  quantity  of  unprofitable  land  in  this 
kingdoin,  reckoning  bog  .and  rock  and  barren  moun- 
tain, be  double  in  proportion  to  what  it  is  in  Eng- 
land; yet  the  native  productions,  which  both  king- 
doms deal  in,  are  very  near  on  an  equality  in  point 
of  goodness,  and  might,  with  the  same  encourage- 
inenty  be  as  well  manufactured.  I  except  mines  and 
minerals;  in  some  of  which,  however^  we  are  only 
defi^ctive  in  point  of  skill  and  industry. 

In  Jthe  second,  which  is  the  industry  of  the  peo- 
ple, our  misfortune  is  not  altogether  owing  to  our 
own  fault,  but  to  a  million  of  discouragements. 

The  ponveniency  of  ports  and  havens,  which  na- 
ture has  bestowed  so  liberally  on  this  kingdom,  is 
x>f  no  more  use  to  us  than  a  beautiful  prospect  to  a 
man  shut  up  in  ^,  diingeon. 

As  to  shipping  of  its  own,  Ireland  is  so  utterly 
u^aprovided,  that  of  all  the  excellent  timber  cut  <)own 
within  these  fifty  or  sixty  years,  it  can  hardly  be 
said,  that  the  natiopi  has  received  the  benefit  of  one 
valuable  house  to  dwell  in,  or  one  ship  to  tradp 
with. 

Ireland  is  the  only  kingdom  I  ever  heard  or  read 
of,  either  in  ancient  or  modern  story,  which  was  de- 
nied the  liberty  of  exporting  their  native  icommo- 
dities  and  manufactures  wherever  they  pleased,  ex- 
cept to  countries  at  war  with  their,  own  prince  pr 
state :  yet  this  privilege,  by  the  superiority  of  mere 
power,  is  refused  us  in  the  most  momentous  parts  of 
commerce;  beside  an  act  of  navig9.tion,  to  which  we 
pever  consented,  pinned  down  upon  us,  and  rigorous- 
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)y  executed ;  and  a  thousand  other  une:^ampled  cir- 
cumstances, as  grievous  as  they  are  invidiolis  to 
mention.     To  go  on  to  the  rest. 

It  is  too  well  known,  that  we  are  forced  to  obey 
some  laws  we  never  consented  to  ;  which  is  a  con- 
dition I  must  not  call  by  its  true  uncontroverted 
name,  for  fear  of  lord  chief-justice  Whitshed^s  ghost, 
with  his  Libertas  ei  natale  solum  written  for  a  motto 
on  his  coach,  as  it  stood  at  the  door  of  the  court, 
while  he  was  perjuring  himself  to  betray  both. 
Thus  we  are  in  the  condition  of  patients,  who  hiifC 
physic  sent  them  by  doctors  at  a  distance,  stran* 
gers  to  their  constitution  and  the  nature  of  their  dis- 
ease; and  thus  we  are  forced  to  pay  five  hundred 
per  cent,  to  decide  our  properties  * ;  in  all  which 
we  have  likewise  the  honour  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  whole  race  of  mankind. 

As  to  the  improvement  of  land,  those  few  who 
attempt  that  or  planting,  through  covetousness,  or 
want  of  skill,  generally  leave  things  worse  than  they 
were ;  neither  succeeding  in  trees  nor  hedges ;  and 
by  running  into  the  fancy  of  grazing,  after  the  man- 
ner of  the  Scythians,  are  every  day  depopulating 
the  country. 

We  are  so  far  from  having  a  king  to  reside  among 
us,  that  even  the  viceroy  is  generally  absent  four- 
fifths  of  his  time  in  the  government. 

No  strangers  from  other  countries  make  this  a 
part  of  their  travels ;  where  they  can  expect  to  see 
nothing  but  scenes  of  rtiisery  atid  desolation. 

Those  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  born  here, 
have  the  least  title  to  any  considerable  employment; 
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to  which  they  are  seldom  preferred,  but  upon  a  po- 
litical consideration. 

One  third  part  of  the  rents  of  Ireland  is  spent  in 
England ;  which,  with  the  profit  of  employments, 
pensions,  appeals,  journeys  of  pleasure  or  healthy 
^ucation  at  the  inns  of  court  and  both  universities, 
remittances  at  pleasure,  the  pay  of  all  superior  offi- 
cers in  the  army,  and  other  incidents,  will  amount 
to  a  full  half  of  the  income  of  the  whole  kingdom, 
all  clear  profit  to  England. 

We  ar^  denied  the  liberty  of  coining  gold,  silver, 
or  even  copper.  In  the  Isle  of  Man  they  coin 
their  own  silver;  every  petty  prince,  vassal  to  the 
emperor,  can  coin  what  money  he  pleases.  And 
in  this,  as  in  most  of  the  articles  already  mentioned, 
we  are  an  exception  to  all  other  states  or  monarchies 
that  were  ever  known  in  the  world* 

As  to  the  last,  or  fourteenth  article,  we  take  spe- 
cial care  to  act  diametrically  contrary  to  it  in  the 
whole  course  of  our  lives.  Both  sexes,  but  especi«» 
ally  the  woinen,  despise  and  abhor  to  wear  any  of 
their  own  manufactures,  even  those  which  are  bet- 
ter made  than  in  other  countries ;  particularly  a  sort 
of  silk  plaid,  through  which  the  workmen  are  for- 
ced to  run  a  kind  of  gold  thread  that  it  may  pass 
for  Indian.  Even  ale  and  potatoes  are  imported 
from  England,  as  well  as  Corn;  and  our  foreign 
trade  is  little  more  than  importation  of  French  wine, 
for  which  I  am  told  we  pay  ready  money. 

Now,  if  all  this  be  true  (upon  which  I  could  easi- 
ly enlarge),  I  should  ^e  glad  to  know,  by  what  se- 
cret method  it  is,  that  we  grow  a  rich  and  flourish- 
ing people,  without  liberty,  trade,  manufactures,  in- 
habitants, money,  or  the  privilege  of  coining :  with- 
out industry,  labour,  or  improvement  of  land ;  and 
with  more  than  half  the  rent  and  profits  of  the  whole 
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kingdom  annually  exported,  for  which  we  receive 
not  a  single  farthing :  and  to  make  up  all  this,  no- 
thing worth  mentiotiing,  except  the  linen  of  the 
North,  a  trade  casual,  corrupted,  and  at  mercy ;  aod 
some  butter  from  Cork.  If  we  do  flourish,  it  must 
he  against  every  law  of  nature  and  reason  ;  like  the 
thorn  at  Glastonbury,  that  blossoms  in  the  midst 
of  winter. 

I^tthe  worthy  commissioners  who  come  from 
England,  ride  round  the  kingdom,  and  observe  the 
face  of  nature,  or  the  face  of  the  natives;  the  im- 
provement of  the  land ;  the  thriving  numerous  plan- 
tations ;  the  noble  woods ;  the  abundance  and  vici- 
nity of  country  seats;  the  comp^odious  farms,  houses, 
and  bams ;  *  the  towns  and  villages,  where  every 
body  is  busy,  and  thriving  with  all  kind  of  manu^* 
facturers  ;  the  shops  full  of  goods  wrought  to  per- 
fection, and  filled  with  customers ;  the  comfortable 
diet,  and  dress,  and  dwellings  of  the  people ;  the 
vast  number  of  ships  in  our  harbours  and  docks, 
and  shipwrights  in  our  sea^port  towns ;  the  roads, 
crowded  with  carriers,  laden  with  rich  aianufac- 
tures;  the  perpetual  concourse  to  and  fro  of  pom* 
pons  equipages. 

With  what  envy  and  admiration  would  those 
gentlemen  return  from  so  delightful  a  progress! 
what  glorious  reports  would  they  make,  when  they 
went  back  to  England ! 

But  my  heart  is  too  heavy  to  continue  this  irony 
longer:  for  it  is  manifest,  that  whatever  stranger 
took  such  a  journey,  would  be  apt  to  think  himself 
travelling  in  Lapland  or  Ysland,  rather  than  in  a 
country  so  favoured  by  nature  as  ours,  both  in  fruit- 
fulness  of  soil  and  temperature  of  climate.  The 
miserable  dress,  and  diet,  and  dwelling  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  general  desolation  in  most  parts  of  the 
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kingdom';  the  old  seats  of  th^  nobility  and  gentry 
all  in  ruins,  and  no  new  ones  itx  their  stead;  the  fa- . 
milies  of  farmers,  who  pay  gresit  r^nts,  living  in  filth 
and  nastiness  upon  butter-milk  ^d  potatoes^  with- 
out a  shoe  or  stocking  to  their  feet,  or  a  house  so 
convenient  as  an  EngUsh  hog-sty  to  reqeive  them. 
These  indeed  may  be  cooifortable  ;sights  to  an  Eng- 
lish spectator ;  who  comes  for  a  short  time,  only  to 
learn  the  language,  and  returns  back  to  his  own 
country,  whither  he  finds  all  his  wealth  transmitted. 

Nostra  miseria  magna  est  s     . 

'.'  •  •  ...  , 

*  There  is  not  one  argument  used  to  prove  the. 
riches  of  Ireland,  which  is  not  a  logical  demonstra-. 
tion  of  its  poverty.  The  rise  of  our  rents  is  squeez-. 
ed  out  of  the. very  blood,  and  vitals,  and  clothes, 
and  dwellings  of  the  tenants,  who  live  worse  than 
English  beggars.  .Thelowness  of  interest^  in  all 
other  countries  a  sign  of  wealth,  is  in  us  a  proof  of 
misery ;  there  being  no  trade  to  employ  any  bor- 
rower. Hence  alone  comes  the  dearness  of  land, 
^nce  the  savers  have  no  other  way  to  lay  out  their 
money :  hence  the  dearness  of  necessaries  of  life ; 
because  the  tenants  cannot  afford  to.  pay  such  ex- 
travagant rates  for  land  (which  they  must  take  or  go 
a-begging),  without  raising  the  price  of  cattle  and 
of  corn,  although  themselves  should  live  upon  chaff. 
Hence  our  increase  of  building  in  this  city ;  because 
workmen  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  employ  one 
another,  and  one  half  of  them  are  infallibly  undone. 
Hence  the  daily  iilcrease  of  bankers,  who  may  be  a 
necessary  evil  in  a  trading  country,  but  so  ruinous 
in  ours ;.  who,  for  their  private  advantage,  have  sent 
away  ^1  our  silver,  and  one  third  of  our  gold ;  so 
that  within  three  years  past  the  running  cash  of  the 
nation,  which  was  about  five  hundred  thousand 
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pounds,  is  now  less  than  two,  and  mast  daily  dimi- 
nish, unless  we  have  liberty  to  coin,  as  wdl  as  that 
important  kingdom  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  the  mean- 
est principality  in  the  German  empire,  as  I  before 
observed. 

I  have  sometimes  thought,  that  this  paradox  of 
the  kingdom's  growing  rich,  is  chiefly  owing  to  those 
worthy  gentlemen  the  bankers  :  who;  except  some 
custom-house  officers,  birds  of  passage,  oppressive 
thrifty  squires,  and  a  few  others  who  shall  be  name- 
less, are  the  only  thriving  people  among  us  :  and  I 
have  often  wished  that  a  law  were  enacted  to  hang 
up  half  a  dozen  bankers  every  year,  and  thereby  in- 
terpose at  least  some  short  delay  to  the  farther  ruin 
of  Ireland. 

Ye  are  idle !  ye  are  idle  I  answered  Pharaoh  to 
the  Israelites,  when  they  complained  to  his  majesty 
that  they  were  forced  to  make  bricks  without  straw. 

England  enjoys  every  one  of  those  advantages 
for  enriching  a  nation,  which  I  have  above  enu- 
merated; and,  into  the  bargain,  a  good  million  re<< 
turned  to  them  every  year  without  labour  or  hazard, 
or  one  farthing  value  received  on  our  side  :  but  how 
long  we  shall  be  able  to  continue  the  payment,  I  am 
not  under  the  least  conceriL  One  thing  I  know, 
that,  when  the  hen  is  starved  to  death,  there  will  be 
ho  more  golden  eggs. 

I  think  it  a  little  unhospitable,  and  others  may 
call  it  a  subtile  piece  of  malice,  that  because  there 
may  be  a  dozen  families  in  this  town,  able  to  enter- 
tiain  their  English  friends  in  a  geperous  manner  at 
their  tables,  their  guests  upon  their  return  to  Eng- 
land shall  report  that  we  wallow  in  riches  and  lux- 
tiry. 

Yet  I  confess  I  have  known  an  hospital,  where 
all  the  household  officers  grew  rich ;  while  the  poor, 
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for  whose  sake  it  was  built,  were  almost  starving  for 
want  of  food  and  raiment. 

To  conclude :  If  Ireland  be  a  rich  and  flourish- 
ing kingdom,  its  wealth  and  prosperity  must  be  ow- 
ing to  certain  causes,  that  are  yet  concealed  from 
the  whole  race  of  mankind  ;  and  the  effects  are 
equally  invisible.  We  need  not  wonder  at  stran- 
gers, when  they  deliver  such  paradoxes ;  but  a  na- 
tive and  inhabitant  of  this  kingdom,  who  gives  the 
same  verdict,  must  be  either  ignorant  to  stupidity,  or 
a  man-pleaser  at  the  expense  of  all  honour,  con- 
science, and  truth* 
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STORY 
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INJURED  LADY: 

WRITTEN  BT  HERSELF, 

L\  A  LETTER  TO  HEft  FRIEND. 

WITH  HIS  ANSWER. 


SIR, 

Sring  ruined  by  the  inconsistency  and  unkindness 
of  a  lover,  I  hope  a  true  and  plain  relation  of  my 
misfortunes  may  be  of  use  and  warning  to  credulous 
maids,  never  to  put  too  much  trust  in  deceitful 
men. 

A  gentleman  *  in  the  neighbourhood  had  two 
mistresses,  another  and  myself  f  ;  and  he  pretended 
honourable  love  to  us  both.  Our  three  houses  stood 
pretty  near  one  another ;  his  was  parted  from  mine 
by  a  river  J,  and  from  my  rival's  by  an  old  broken 
wall  II .  But  before  I  enter  into  the  particulars  of 
this  gentleman's  hard  usage  of  me,  I  will  give  a 


*  England.  f  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
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THE    INJURY  LADY.  335 

very  just  and  impartial  character  of  my  rival  and 
myself.  • 

As  to  her  person,  'she  is  tall  and  lean,  and  very  ill 
shaped ;  she  has  bad  features,  and  a  worse  com- 
plexion;  she  has  a  stinking  breath,  and  twenty  ill 
smells  about  her  besides ;  which  are  yet  more  tin- 
sufferable  by  her  natural  sluttishness :  for  she  is  al- 
ways lousy,  and  never  without  the  itch.  As  to  her 
other  qualities,  she  has  no  reputation  either  for  vir- 
tue, honesty,  truth,  or  manners :  and  it  is  no  wonder, 
considering  what  her  education  has  been.  Scolding 
and  cursing  are  her  common  conversation.  To  sum 
up  all ;  she  is  poor  and  beggarly,  and  gets  a  sorry 
maintenance  by  pilfering  wherever  she  comes.  As 
for  this  gentleman,  who  is  now  so  fond  of  her,  she 
still  bears  him  an  invincible  hatred ;  reviles  him  to 
his  face,  and  rails  at  him  in  all  companies.  Her 
house  is  frequented  by  a  company  of  rogues  and 
thieves,  and  pickpockets,  whom  she  encourages  to 
rob  his  henroosts,  steal  his  com  and  cattle,  and  do 
him  all  manner  of  mischief.  *  She  has  been  known 
to  come  at  the  head  of  these  rascals,  and  beat  her 
lover  until  he  was  sore  from  head  to  foot,  and  then 
force  him  to  pay  for  the  trouble  she  was  at.  Once, 
attended  with  a  crew  of  ragamuffins,  she  broke  into 
his  house,  turned  all  things  topsy-turvy,  and  then  set 
it  on  fire.  At  the  same  time  she  told  so  many  lies 
among  his  servants,  that  \t  set  them  all  by  the  ears, 
and  his  poor  steward  t  was  knocked  on  the  head  -, 
for  which  I  think,  and  so  does  all  the  country,  that 
she  ought  to  be  answerable.  To  conclude  her  cha- 
racter: she  is  of  a  different  religion,  being  a  pres- 
byterian  of  the  most  rank  and  violent  kind,  and  con- 


*  The  Saotuh  Highlander^.  f  Charles  I. 
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9eqiiei>tly  having  aa  inveterate  hatred  to  the 
church ;  yet  I  am  sure,  I  have  been  always  told, 
that  in  marriage  there  ought  to  be  a  uuiou  of  minds 
as  well  as  of  persons. 

I  will  now  give  my  own  character,  and  shall  do 
it  1^  few  words,  and  with  modesty  and  truth. 

I  was  reckoned  to  be  as  handsome  as  any  in  our 
neighbourhood,  until  I  became  pale  and  thin  with 
gri^  ai>d  ill  usage.  I  am  still  /air  enough,  and 
have,  I  think,  no  very  ill  features  about  m^«  They 
that  see.  me  now  will  hardly  allow  me  ever  to  have 
had  any  great  share  of  beauty ;  for,  beside  being  so 
much  pJtered,  I  go  always  mobbed,  and  in. an  ud- 
dress,  9B  well  out  of  neglect  as  indeed  for  want  of 
clothes  to  appear  in.  I  might  add  to  all  this,  that 
I  was  born  to  a  good  estate,  although  it  now  turns  to 
little  account  under  the  oppressions  I  endure,  and 
has  beep  the  true  cause  of  all  my  misfortuoes. 

Some  years  ago,  this  gantleman,  taking  a  fancy 
either  to  my  person  or  fortune,  made  his  addresses 
to  me :  which,  being  then  young  and  foolish,  I  too 
readily  admitted^  he  seemed  to  use  me  with  so 
much  tenderness,  and  his  conversation  was  so  very 
engaging,  that  all  my  constancy  and  virtue  were  too 
30on  overcome;  and  to  dwell  no  longer  upon  a 
theme  that  causes  such  bitter  reflections^  I  must  con- 
fess with  shame,  that  I  was  undone  Ipy  the  common 
arts  practised  upon  all  easy  credulous  virgins,  half 
by  fprce,  and  half  by  eonsent,  after  solemn  vows 
and  protestations  of  imarriage.  When  he  had  once 
got  possession,  he  soon  began  to  play  the  usual  part 
of  a  too  fortunate  lover,  affecting  on  All  occasions  to 
show  his  authority,  and  to  act  ljk^  a  cpnqueror. 
First,  he  found  fault  with  the  government  of  my 
famHy,  which  I  grant  was  none  of  the  best,  consist- 
ing of  ignorant  illiterate  creatures :  for  at  that  time 
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I  knew  but  1i%tle  of  the  world.  Ih  compHaiiGe  to 
him,  therefore,  I  agreed  to  fall  inlo  his  ways  Kdd 
mei^ods  of  living;  I  consented  that  hfs  steward 
shoaid  govern  my  house,  and  have  liberty  to  employ 
an  under  steward,  *  who  should  receive  hisdirectionB. 
My  lover  proceeded  farther,  turned  away  several  old 
servants  and  tenants,  aad  supplying  me  with  others 
from  bis  own  house,  these  grew  so  domineering  and 
unreasonable,  that  there  was  no  quiet,  and  I  heard 
of  nothing  but  perpetual  quarrels,  which  sdthough  i 
Gould  not  possibly  help^  yet  my  lover  laid  all  the 
blame  aad  punishment  upon  me ;  and  upon  every 
falling  out,  still  turned  away  more  of  my  people, 
and  supplied  me  in  their  stead  with  a  number  of 
fellows  and  dependents  of  his  owti,  whom  h^  had 
no  other  way  to  provide  for.  Overcome  by  love, 
and  to  avoid  noise  and  contention,  I  yielded  to  all 
his  usurpations;  and  finding  it  in  vain  to  resist,  I 
thought  it  my  best  policy  to  itiake  my  court  to  my 
new  servants,  and  draw  them  to  my  interests ;  I  fed 
them  from  my  own  table  with  the  best  I  had,  put 
my  new  tenants  on  the  choice  parts  <lf  my  land,  and 
treated  them  all  so  kindly,  that  they  began  to  lov6 
me  as  well  as  their  master.  In  process  of  time  all 
my  old  servants  were  gone,  and  I  had  not  a  creature 
about  me,  nor  above  one  or  two  tenants  but  what 
were  of  his  choosing ;  yet  I  had  the  good  luck,  by 
gentle  usage,  to  bring  over  the  greatest  part  of  them 
to  my  side.  When  my  lover  observed  this,  he  be* 
gan  to  alter  his  language;^  and  to  those  who  inquired 
about  nae,  he  would  answer,  that  I  was  an  old*  de- 
pendent upon  his  family,  whom  he  had  placed  on 
some  concerns  of  his  own;  and  he  began  to  use  me 


*  The  1ord4iea tenant. 
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accordingly*  neglecting  by  degrees  all  common  ci- 
vility in  his  behaviour*  1  shall  never  forget  the 
speech  he  made  me  one  morning,  which  he  deli- 
vered with  all  the  gravity  in  the  world.  He  put  me 
in  mind  of  the  vast  obligations  I  lay  under  to  him  ia 
sending  me  so  many  of  his  people  tor  my  own  good, 
and  to  teach  me  manners:  that  it  had  cost  him  tea 
times  more  than  I  was  worth  to  maintain  me ;  that 
it  had  been  much  better  for  him  if  I  had  been 
damned,  or  burnt,  or  sunk  to  the  bottom  of  the 
3ea:  that  it  was  reasonable  I  should  strain  myself  as 
far  as  I  was  able  to  reimburse  him  some  of  bis 
charges:  that  from  henceforward  he  expected  his 
word  should  be  a  law  to  me  in  all  things;  that  I 
must  maintain  a  parish  watch  against  thieves  and 
robbers,  and  give  salaries  to  an  overseer,  a  constable, 
and  others,  all  of  his  own  choosing,  whom  he  would 
send  from  time  to  time  to  be  spies  upon  me ;  that,  to 
enable  me  the  better  in  supporting  these  expenses, 
my  tenants  should  be  obliged  to  carry  all  their  goods 
cross  the  river  to  his  own  town  market,  and  pay  toll 
on  both  sides,  and  then  sell  them  at  half  value.  But 
because  we  were  a  nasty  sort  of  people,  and  that  he 
could  not  endure  to  touch  any  thing  we  had  a  band 
in,  and  likewise  because  he  wanted  work  to  employ 
his  own  folks,  therefore  we  must  send  all  our  goods 
to  his  market  just  in  their  naturals;  the  milk  imme- 
diately from  the  cow,  without  making  it  into  cheese 
or  butter;  the  corn  in  the  ear;  the  grass  as  it  is 
mowed ;  the '  wool  as  it  comes  from  the  sheep's 
back  ;  and  bring  the  fruit  upon  the  branch,  that  he 
might  not  be  obliged  to  eat  it  after  our  filthy  hands: 
that  if  a.tenant  carried  but  a  piece  of  bread  and 
cheese  to  eat  by  the  way,  or  an  inch  of  worsted  to 
mend  his  stockings,  he  should  forfeit  his  whole  par- 
cel :  and  because  a  company  of  rogues  usually  plyed 

10 


AN  INJURED  LADY.  839 

oi\  the  river  between  ug,  who  often  robbed  my  te* 
Hants  of  their  goods  and  boats,  he  ordered  a  water- 
man of  his  to  guard  them,  whose  manner  was  to  be 
out  of  the  way  until  the  poor  wretches  were  plaDder-* 
ed;  then  to  overtake  the  thieves,  and  seize  ^\l  as  a 
lawful  pris^e  to  his  master  and  himself.  It  would  be 
endless  to  repeat  a  hundred  other  hardships  he  has 
put  upon  me ;  but  it  is  a  general  rule,  that  when- 
ever he  imagines  the  smallest  advantage  will  redound 
to  one  of  his  footboys  by  any  new  oppression  of  ine 
and  my  whole  family  and  estate,  he  never  disputes 
it  a  inoment.  All  this  has  rendered  me  so  very  in- 
significant and  contemptible  at  home,  that  some  ser- 
vants, to  whom  I  pay  the  greatest  wages,  and  many 
tenants,  who  have  the  most  beneficial  leases,  are 
gone  over  to  live  with  him ;  yet  I  am  bound  to  con- 
tinue their  wages,  and  pay  their  rents ;  by  which 
means  one-third  part  of  my  whole  income  is  spent 
on  his  estate,  and  above  another  third  by  his  tolls 
and  markets:  and  my  poor  tenants  are  so  sunk  and 
impoverished, that  instead  of  maintaining  nie  suitably 
to  my  quality,  they  can  hardly  find  me  clothes  to 
keep  me  warm,  or  provide  the  common  necessaries 
of  life  for  themselves. 

Matters  being  in  this  posture  between  me  and  my 
lover,  I  received  intelligence  that  he  had  been,  for 
some  time  making  very  pressing  overtures  of  mar- 
riage to  my  rival,  until  there  happened  some  misun- 
derstanditigs  between  them ;  she  gave  him  ill  words, 
and  threatened  to  break  off  all  commerce  with  him* 
He,  on  the  other  side,  having  either  acquired  cou- 
rage by  his  triumphs  over  me,  or  supposing  her  as 
tame  a  fool  as  I,  thought  at  first  to  carry  it  with  a 
high  hand ;  but  hearing  at  the  same  time,  that  she 
had  thoughts  of  making  some  private  proposals  to 
join  with  me  against  him,  and  doubting,  with  very 
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good  reason,  that  I  would  readily  accept  them,  he 
seemed  v^ry  much  disconcerted.*  This  I  thought 
was  a  proper  occasion  to  show  some  great  example 
of  generosity  and  love ;  and  so  without  farther  cod- 
flideration,  I  sent  him  word,  that  hearing  there  was 
iikely  to  be  a  quarrel  between  him  and  my  rival, 
aotwithstanding  all  that  had  passed^  and  without 
binding  him  to  any  conditions  in  my  own  favour,  I 
would  stand  by  him  against  her  and  all  the  world, 
while  I  had  a  penny  in  my  purse,  or  a  petticoat  to 
pawn.  This  message  was  subscribed  by  all  my 
chief  tenants;  and  proved  so  powerful,  that  my 
rival  iinmediately  grew  more  tractable  upon  it.  The 
result  of  which  was,  that  there  is  now  a  treaty  of 
marriage  f  concluded  between  them,  the  wedding 
clothes  are  bought,  and  nothing  remains  but  to  per- 
form the  ceremony,  which  is  put  off  for  some  days, 
because  they  design  it  to  be  a  public  wedding. 
And  to  reward  my  love,  constancy,  and  generosity, 
he  has  bestowed  on  me  the  office  of  being  sempstress 
to  his  grooms  and  footmen,  which  I  am  forced  to 
accept  or  starve.  X  Yet  in  the  midst  of  this  my  situa- 
tion, I  cannot  but  have  some  pity  for  this  deluded 
man,  to  cast  himself  away  on  an  infamous  creature, 
who,  whatever  she  pretends,  I  can  prove  would  at 
this  very  minute  rather  be  a  whore  to  a  certain  great 
man,  §  that  shall  be  nameless,  if  she  might  have  her 


>■  .Wi.   i^inaw  11      II, ^«      I     I    HI  ■    ■»■■■■      m     ■■    iiiiiWi   iiii«|i«i    I  ■  I      I      I  mil      ,     i^         ■-..■■- 

*  The  spirit  of  opposition  and  emnitj  to  England,  declared  bj 
fhd  Scotish  a^t  of  security,  accovding  to  Swiff  s  view  of  the  leh- 
tioiis  between  the  countries,  l^t  iio  ^ItenuUtfe  bpl  fMi  iii|ioB  or  a 
wi|r.    See  Vol.  IV.  p.  4%^ 

-f  Traity  of  upion. 

^  The  linen  trade  of  Ireland. 

%  Alluding  to  the  Jacobitioal  spirit  aad  hatred  of  the  nnioa 
predomiiant  in  8cotifui4 
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will.  For  my  pstrt  I  think,  and  so'dofes'  all  tli6  cbun-^ 
try  tooy  that  the  man  is  possessed;  at  least  noiie  of 
us  are  able  to  imagine  What  he  can  possibly  see  in 
het,  unless  she  has  bewitched  him^  or  given  him 
some  powder.        < 

I  am  sore  I  never  sought  this  alliance,  and  you 
can  bear  me  witness  that  I  might  have  had  other 
matches;  nay  if  I  were  lightly  disposed,  I  ^^duld 
still  perhaps  have  offers,  that  some,  who  hold  their 
heads  higher,  would  be  glad  to  accept.  But  alas  I 
I  never  had  any  such  wicked  thought ;  all  I  ijk>w 
desire  is,  only  to  ei^oy  a  little  quiet,  to  be  free  f^on^ 
the  persecutions  of  this  unreasonable  man,  and  that 
he  iVill  let  me  manage  my  own  little  fortune  to  the 
best  advantage ;  for  which  I  will  uitdertake  to  pay 
him  a  considerable  pension  every  year,  much  more 
considersd^le  than  what  he  now  gets  by  his  oppre^ 
sions ;  for  he  must  needs  find  himself  a  loser  at  last, 
when  he  has  drained  me  and  my  tenants  so  dry,  that 
we  shall  not  have  a  penny  for  him  or  ourselves. 
There  is  one  imposition  of  his  I  had  almost  forgot, 
which  I  think  unsufTerable,  and  will  appeal  to  you, 
or  any  reasonable  person,  whether  it  be  so  or  not. 
1  told  you  before,  that  by  an  old  compact  we  agreed 
to  have  the  same  steward;  at  which  time  I  consented 
likewise  to  regulate  my  family  and  estate  by  the  same 
method  with  him,  which  he  then  showed  me  written 
down  in  form,  and  I  approved  of.  *  Now,  the  turn 
he  thinks  fit  to  give  this  compact  of  ours  is  very  ex- 
traordinary; for  he  pretends,  that  whatever  orders 


*  AlladiDg  to  the  33d  Henry  yill.  provIdiDg  that  the  King 
and  his  successors  should  be  kings  imperial  of  both  l^iigdoins',  on 
"which  the  enemies  of  Irish  independence  foanded  titeH  arguments 
against  it. 
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he  shall  think  fit  to  prescribe  for  the  future  in  his 
facnil J,  he  may,  if  he  will,  compel  mine  to  obs£rve 
them  without  asking  my  advice,  or  hearing  my  resu 
sons. .  So  that  I  must  not  make  a  lease  without  bis 
Consent,  or  give  any  directions  for  the  well-govern- 
ing' of  my  family,  but  wha^t  he  countermands  when- 
ever he  pleases.  Jhis  leaves  me  at  such  confusion 
BXid  uncertainty,  that;  my  servants  know  not  when  to 
obey  me;  and  my  tenants,  although  many  of  them 
be  very  well  inclined,  seem  quite  at  a  loss. 

But  I  am  too  tedious  upon  this  melancholy  sub* 
ject,"  which  however  I  hope  you  will  forgive,  since 
the  happiness  of  my  whole  life  depends  upon  it.  I 
desire  you  will  think  a  while,,  and  give  your  best  ad- 
vice what  measures  I  shall  take  with  prudence,  jus- 
tice, courage,  and  hpnour,  to  protect  ray  liberty  and 
fortune  against  the  hardships  and  severities  I  lie  un- 
der from  that  uctkind,  inconstant  man.         . 
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Madam^ 

I  HAVE  received  your  ladyship's  letter,  and  care- 
fully considered  every  part  of  it,  and  shall  give  you 
my  opinion  how  you  ought  to  proceed  for  your  own 
security.     Bat,  first  I  must  beg  leave  to  tell  yxmr 
ladyship,  that  you  were  guilty  of  an  unpardonable 
weakness  the  other  day,  in  making  that  offer  to  your 
lover  of  standing  by  him  in  any  quarrel  he  might 
have  with  your  rival.    You  know  veiy  well,  that  she 
began  to  apprehend  he  had  designs  oi  using  her  ^as 
h^  '  had  done  you ;  and  common  prudence  might 
have  directed  you  rather  to  have  entered  inio  some 
measures  with  her  for  joining  against  him,  iiutil  he 
might  at  least  be  brought  to  solne  reasonable  ternis'c 
but  your  invincible  hatred  to  that  lady: has  carried 
your  resentments  so  high^  ^^  to  be  tbeidause  of  your 
ruin ;  yet  if  you  please  to  consider,  this  aversion  of 
yours  began  a  good^-wriile  before  she  became  your 
rival,  and  was  taken  up  by  y :m.and  your  fiaroily  in  a 
sort  of  complimeai<,to  your  iov^r,  who  foraierly  had 
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a  great  abhorrence  of  her.  It  is  true,  since  that  time 
you  have  suffered  very  much  by  her  encroachments 
upon  your  estate,*  but  she  never  pretended  to  govern 
and  direct  you ;  and  now  you  have  drawn  a  new 
enemy  upon  yourself;  for  I  think  you  may  count 
upon  all  the  ill  oflSces  she  can  possibly  do  you  by 
her  credit  with  her  husband  \  Whereas,  if  instead  of 
openly  declaring  against  her  without  any  provoca- 
tion, you  had  but  sat  still  awhile,  and  said  nothing, 
that  gentleman  wo<iid  have  lessened  his  severity  to 
you  out  of  perfect  fear.  This  wesikness  of  yours 
you  call  generosity;  but  I  doubt  there  was  more  in 
the  matter:  in  short,  Madam,  I  have  good  reasons 
to  think  you  were  betrayed  \b  it  by  the  pernicious 
counsel  of  some  about  you ;  for  to  my  certain  know- 
ledge, several  of  your  tenants  and  servants,  to  whpm 
you  have  been  very  kind,  are  as  arrant  rascal^  as 
ai^y.  in  the  oouBiryi  I  cannot  bvit  obsen^  i^bat  a 
Blighty  .difference  there  is^  in  one  particular,  b^tWjien 
y^Qm  ladyship  and  your  rivaL  Hatting  y ieMed  ttp 
J0m  person,  you  thought  nothing  etl^e  worth  defend- 
Hig^  ^uvi.tfaerefore  you  will  not  now  insisi  upon  Iboge 
Tery  conditiotiSy  for  which  you  yielded  at  first.  Bat 
yburladjrshipoannot  be  ignorant^  that  some  jtM 
fliticfe  yoiii*  rival  did  the  saitie  ihing,  and  upon  tio 
fsonditions  at  ail ;  nay  this  gentleman  kept  hef  as  a 
tiii^,  and  yet  made  her  pay  for  her  diet  and'  Ibdg* 
ing  f.  But,  it  being  at  a  time  when  he  bad  no  stew* 
Stitdj  and  bis  fttmily  out  of  order^  she  stole  away 5  dfid 
h»a  now  got  the  trick  vefy  well  known  among  the 
women  of  the  town,  to  grant  a  man  the  favour  ov^r 
Ai^t,  and  the  next  day  hare  the  impudence  to  deny 


*  Disturbances  excited  by  tlie  Scotish  colonists  in  Ulster, 
f  The  BabjogadoA  of  Scedand  b;  Gromwell. 
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it  to  his  face.  But  it  is  too  late  to  reproach  you 
with  any  former  oversights,  which  cannot  now  be 
rectified,  I  know  the  matters  of  fact,  as  you  relate 
them,  are  true  and  fairly  represented.  My  advice 
iberefore  is  this:  get  your  tenants:  together  as  soon 
as  you  conveniently  can,  and  make  them  agree  to 
the  following  resolutions : 

First,  That  your  fetnily  and  teMmts  have  ne  de- 
pendence upon  the  said  gentleman,  farther  thau  by 
the  old  agreement,  which  obliges  you  to  have  the 
same  steward,  and  to  regulate  your  household  by 
such  methods  as  you  should  both  agree  to. 

Beoondly,  That  you.  will  tU)t*  cdrry  your  goods^  t^ 
the  market  of  his'town^  unliess  you  please^  nor  be 
liritfdered  from  carrying  thew  aay  where  else; 

Thirdly,  That  theiservaritsyou  pay  wag^es to  shall 
live  at  home,  or  forfeit  their  places^ 

Fourthly,  That  whatev^er  leiase  you  makd  to  a 
fetlant)  it  shall  not  be  in  his  power  to  breik  it. 

If  he  will  agree  to  these  articles^  I  advise  you  to 
cotitribtite  as  largely  a^  yoq  can  to  all  ohargeTof 
parish  and'cobnty. 

I  can  assure  you,  seversll  of  thitt  ga^tlleman'fe 
Subtest  tenants  anid  servimt^  are  at^inst  his  severe 
usage  of  you,  rand  would  be  glad  of  an  oocaviotn  to 
convince  the  rest  of  their  erroTi  if  fon  will  not  be 
wanti  ng  to  y oursel  f. 

If  the  genttoman  refuses  theta  jpsd  and  reasonable 
idfiers,  pray  \misie  know  it,  and  peiiiaps  I  nmf  Ihink 
of  something  else  tliat  will  b^  more  effectual. 

I  am, 

Maoam^ 
Your  ladyship's,  etc.  . 
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OBSERVATIONS 

OCGASiaNED  BY  READING  A  PAPER  BNOTITLED   ^'  THE 
CASE  OF  THE  WOaLLBN  MANUFACTURES  OF  DUBLI^/' 


Xhb  paper  called  "  The  Case  of  the  Woollen  Ma- 
nufactures,''  &c.  is  very  well  drawn  up.  The  rear 
sonings  of  the  author  are  just,  the  facts  true,  and 
the  consequences  natural.  But  his  censure  of  those 
seven  vile  citizens,  who  import  such  a  quantity  of 
silk  stuffs  and  woollen  cloth  from  England,  is  a 
hundred  times  gentler  than  enemies  to  their  country 
deserve;  because  i  think  no  punishment  in  l3iis 
world  can  be  great  enough  for  them^  without  imme- 
diate repentance  and  amendment.  But,  after  all, 
the  writer  of  that  paper  has  very  lightly  touched 
•one  point  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  very 
poorly  answered  the  main  objection,  that  the  clo* 
thiers  ai*e  defective  both  in  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  their  goods. 

Yw  my  own  part^  when  I  consider  the  several 
societies  of  ha^ndicraftsmen  in  all  kinds,  as  welt  as 
shopkeepers,  in  this  city,  after  eighteen  years'  expe- 
rience of  their  dealings,  I  atn  at  a  loss  to  know  in 
which  of  these  societies  the  most  or  least  honesty  is 
to  be  found.  .  For  in^ance,  when  any  trade  comes 
first  into  my  head,  upon  examination  I  determine  it 
exceeds  all  other  fraud.  But  after  I  have  consi- 
dered them  all  round,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  or 
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experience  reaches,  I  am  at  a  los^  to  determine^ 
and  to  save  trouble  I  put  them  all  upon  a  par.  This 
t  chiefly  apply  to  those  societies  of  men  who  get 
their  livelihood  by  the  labour  of  their  hands.  For, 
as  to  shopkeepers^  I  cannot  deny  that  I  have  found 
some  few  honest  men  among  them,  taking  the  word 
honest  in  the  largest  and  most  charitable  sense.  But 
as  to  handicraftsmen,  although  I  shall  endeavour  to 
believe  it  possible  to  find  a  fair  dealer  among  their 
clans,  yet  I  confess  it  has  never  been  once  my  good 
fortune  to  employ  one  single  workman,  who  did  not 
cheat  me  at  all  times  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  ia 
the  materials,  the  work,  and  the  price.  One  uni- 
versal maxim  I  have  constantly  observed  among 
4hem,  that  they  would  rather  get  a  shilling  by  cheat- 
ing you,  than  twenty  in  the  honest  way  of  dealing, 
although  they .  were  sure  to  lose  your  custom,  as 
well  as  that  of  others,  whom  you  might  probably 
recommend  to  them. 

This,  I  must  own,  is  the  natural  consequence  of 
poverty  and  oppression.  These  wretched  people 
catch  at  any  thing  to  save  them  a  minute  longer 
from  drowning.  Thus  Ireland  is  the  poorest  of  all 
civilized  countries  in  Europe,,  with  every  natural 
advantage  to  make  it  one  of  the  richest. 

As  to  the  grand  objection,  which  this  writer 
slubbers  over  in  so  cai^less  a  manner,  because  in- 
deed it  was  impossible  to  find  a  satisfactory  answer, 
I  mean  the  knavery  of  our  woollen  manufactures  iii 
general,  I  shall  relate  some  facts,  which  I  had  more 
opportunities \o  observe  than  usually  fall  in  the  way 
of  men  who  are  not  of  the  trade.  *  For  some  years, 
the  master  and  wardens,  with  many  of  their  princi- 
pal workmen  and  shopkeefiers,  came  often  to  the 
•  Deanery  to  relate  their  grievances,  and  to  desire  my 
advice  as  well  as  my  assistance.     What  reasons 
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liiighl  move  them  to  thiS'  pi*0GepdiDg»  I.  lean;  to 
publiCGODJectnre^  The  trwth  is,  that  the  wooUen 
manofactare  of  this  kingdom  sat  always  Bearest  m^ 
heart  But  the  greatest  difficuit^r  liay  in  these  per- 
petual dif^rences  between  the  felxopkeepers  and  the 
workmen  they  employed.  Ten  or  a  do;seii  of  these 
]atter  often  came  to  the  Deanery  with  their  conu 
plaints,  which  I  often  repeated  to  the  shopkeepers. 
As,  that  they  brought  their  prices  too  low  for  a  poor 
weaver  to  get  his  bread  by  ;  and  instesid  of  ready 
money  for  their  labour  on  Saturdays,  they  §^ve  them 
Only  such  a  quantity  of  cloth' or  stuff,  at  the  highest 
i^ate,  which  the  poor  men  wene  often  fdrced  to  sell 
dne*third  below  the  rate,  to  supply  their  urgent  ne- 
cessities* On  the  other  side,  the  shopke^ors  coiti* 
plained  of  idleness,  and  want  of  skills  or  t)are,  or 
honesty^  in  their  workmen ;  and  probably  tbeir  ac- 
icusations  on  both  sides  were  just. 

Whenever  the  weavers,  in  a  body,  cametontiefe^ 
'advice,  I  gave  it  freely,  that:  they  should  cqnirive 
some  way  to  bring  their  goods  into  reputation ^ .  and 
give  up  that  abominable  principle  of  endeavouring 
to  thrive  by  impoising  bad  ware  at  high  prices  to 
-their  cu$tomers,  whereby  no  shopkeeper  can  rea- 
sonably expect  to  thrive.  For,  beside  the  dread' of 
God's  anger  (which  is  a  motive  of  small  force  aifeong 
them)^  they  may  be  sure  that  no  buyer  of  coo^tbn 
setise  will  return  to  the  same  shop  where  hi  was 
once  or  twice  defrauded.  That  gentlemen  aid 
ladies,  when  they  found  nothing  but  deiteit  in  the 
sale  of  Irish  cloths  arid  stuffs,  would  act*  as  they 
ought  to  do,  both  in  prudence  and  resentment,  in 
going  to  those  very  bad  cittaens:  the  writer  mentions, 
and  purchase  English  goods. 

I  went  fartlter,  and  proposed  that  ten  or  a  do2en 
of  the  most  substantial  wooHen-drapers  should  join 
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\n  publishing  an  advertisement,  signed  with  their 
names,  to  the  following  purpose :  That  for  the  better 
encouragement  of  all  gentlemen,  &c.  the  persons 
undernamed  did  bind  themselves  mutually  to  sell 
their  several  cloths  and  stuffs  (naming  each  kind)  at 
the  lowest  rale,  right  merchantable  goods,  of  such  a 
breadth,  which  they  would  warrant  to  be  good  ac- 
cording to  the  several  prices;  and  that  if  a  child  of 
ten  years  old  were  sent  with  money,  and  directions 
what  cloth  or  stuff  to  buy,  he  should  not  be  wrong- 
ed in  any  one  article.  And  that  whoever  should 
think  himself  ill-used  in  any  of  the  said  shops,  he 
should  have  his  money  again  from  the  seller,  of, 
upon  his  refusal,  from  the  rest  of  the  said  subscribr 
ers,  who,  if  they  found'the  bqyer  discontented  with 
the  cloth  or  stuff,  should  be  obliged  to  refund  the 
iponey ;  and  if  the  seller  refused  to  repay  them,  and 
take  his  g©ods  again,  should  publicly  advertise  that 
they  would  answer  for  none  of  his  goods  any  more. 
This  would  be  to  establish  credit,  upon  which  all 
trade  depends. 

I  proposed  this  scheme  several  times  to  the  cor- 
poration of  weavers,  as  well  as  to  the  manufacturers, 
when  tlvey  came  to  apply  for  my  advice  at  tl>e dean- 
ery? house.  I  likewise  went  to  the  shops  of  several 
woollen-drapers  upon  the  same  errand,  but  always 
ia  vain;  for  they  perpetually  gave  me  the  deaf  ear, 
and  avoided  entering  into  discourse  upon  that  pro- 
posal :  I  suppose,  because  the}'  thought  it  was  ia 
vaiUj  and  that  the  spirit  of  fraud  had  gotten  too  deep 
and  universal  a  possession  to  be  driven  out  by  any 
afgiHnents  fipom  interest^  reason,  or  conscience. 
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A  LETTER 

TO  THE  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBUN*,    , 

CONCERNING  THE   WEAVERS. 


My  Lord, 

1  HE  corporation  of  weavers  in  the  woollen  manu* 
facture,  who  have  so  often  attended  your  grace,  and 
called  upon  me  with  their  schemes  and  proposals, 
were  with  me  on  Thursday  last;  when  he  who  spoke 
for  the  rest,  and  in  the  name  of  his  absent  brethren, 
said,  "  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  whole  body,  that 
if  somewhat  was  written  at  this  time,  by  an  able 
hand,  to .  persuade  the  people  of  this  kingdom  to 
wear  their  own  woollen  manufactures^  it  might  be 
of  good  use  to  the  nation  in  general,  and  preserve 
many  hundreds  of  their  trade  firom  starving/*  To 
which  I  answered,  **  That  it  was  hard  for  any  man 
of  common  spirit  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  such  spe- 
culations, without  discovering  a  resentment,  which 
people  are  too  delicate  to  bear."  For  I  will  not 
deny  to  your  grace,  that  I  cannot  reflect  on  the  sin- 
gular condition  of  this  country,  different  from  all 
others  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  without  some 


*  Dr  William  King,  the  correspondent  and  friend  of  our  author* 
That  prelate's  attachment  to  the  cause  which  Swift  advocated  9^ 
warmly,  is  alluded  to  in  the  proposal  for  the  Use  of  Irish  MauE* 
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emotion ;  and  without  often  examining,  as  I  pass  the 
streets,  whether  those  animals  which  come  in  mjr 
way,  with  two  legs  and  human  faces,  clad  and  erect, 
be  of  the  same  species  with  what  I  have  seen  very- 
like  them  in  England  as  to  the  outward  shape,  but 
differing  in  their  notions,  natures,  smd  intellectuals, 
raor^  than  any  two  kinds  of  brutes  in  the  forest; 
which  any  man  of  common  prudence  would  immer 
diately  discover,  by  persuading  them  to  define  what 
they  meant  by  law,  liberty,  property,  courage, 
reason,  loyalty,  or  religion. 

One  thing,  my  lord,  1  am  very  confident  of;  thlit 
if  God  Almighty,  for  our  sins,  would  most  justly 
send  us  a  pestilence,  whoever  should  dare  to  dis- 
cover his  grief  in  public  for  such  a  visitation,  would 
certainly  be  censured  for  disaffection  to  the  gorem- 
ment :  for  I  solemnly  profess  that  I  do  not  know 
one  calamity  we  have  undergone  these  many  years, 
which  any  man,  whose  opinions  were  not  in  fashion, 
dared  to  lapient,  without  being  openly  charged 
with  that  imputation.  And  this  is  the  harder,  be< 
cause  although  a  mother,  when  she  has  corrected 
her  child,  may  sometimes  force  it  to  kiss  the  rod, 
yet  she  will  never  give  that  power  to  the  footboy  or 
the  scullion. 

My  lord,  there  are  two  things  for  thepeople  of 
this  kingdom  to  consider:  first,  their  present  evil 
condition ;  and  secondly,  what  can  be  done  in  some 
degree  to  remedy  it. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  particular  description  of 
our  present  misery ;  it  has  been  already  done  in 
several  papers,  and  very  fully  in  one  entitled,  **  A  . 
short  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland."  It  will  be 
enough  to  mention  the  entire  want  of  trade,  the 
navigation-act  executed  with  the  utmost  rigour,  the 
remission  of  a  million  every  year  to  England,  the 
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rainous  importation  of  foreign  luxury  and  vteity, 
{he  oppression  of  landlords,  and  discoMragenient  of 
agriculture. 

Now  all  thiese  evils  are  wiiboul;  tlie  possibility  of 
a  cure,  except  that  of  importations;  a«id  to  fence 
agiunst  ruinous  folly*  will  be.  always  in  our  power, 
iq  spite  of  the  discouragements,  fnortificattons;  con- 
tempt, hatred,  and  opposition,  we  labour  under: 
but  our  trade  will  never  mend,  the  navigation-act 
never  be  softened^  our  absentees  never  return,  our 
endless  foreign  payments  never  be  lessened^  our  owu 
landlords  never  be  leas  exacting. 

All  other  schemes  for  preserving  this  kingdom 
from  utter  ruin,  are  idle  and  visionary;  cona^equentljr 
drawn  from  wrong  reasoning,  and  frooi  general 
topics,  which,  for  the  same  causes  that  they  may 
be  true  in  all  nations,  are  certainly  false  in  ours;  as 
J  have  told  the  public  often  enough,  but  with  as 
little  effect  as  what  I  shall  say  at  present  13  likely  to 
produce. 

I  am  weary  of  so  msuiy  abortive  projects  for  the 
advancement  of  trade ;  of  so  many  crude  proposals, 
in  letters  sent  me  from  unknown  hands ;  of  so  many 
contradictory  speculations,  about  raising  or  sinking 
the  value  of  gold  and  silver:  I  am  not  in  the  least 
sorry  to  hear  of  the  great  numbers  going  to  Ame- 
rica, although  very  much  for  the  causes  that  drive 
them  from  us,  since  the  uncontrouled  maxim, 
"  That  people  are  the  riches  of  a  nation,''  is  no 
maxim  here  under  our  circumstances.  We  have 
ueither  manufactures  to  employ  them  about,  nor 
food  to  support  them. 

If  a  private  gentleman's  income  be  sunk  irretriev- 
ably for  ever^  from  a  hundred  pounds  to  fifty,  and 
he  has  no  other  method  to  supply  the  deficiency ;  I 
desire  to  know,  my  lord,  whether  such  a  person  has 
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any  other  course  to  take,  th^a  to  sink  half  his  ex- 
penses in  every  article  of  economy,  to  save  himself- 
from  ruin  and  a  gaol.  Is  not  this  more  than  doQbly 
the  case  of  Ireland,  where  the  want  of  money,  the 
irretrievable  ruin  of  trade,  with  the  other  evils  above 
mentioned,  and  many  more  too  well  known  and 
felt,  and  too  numerous  or  invidious  to  be  related^ 
have  been  gradually  sinking  us,  for  above  a  dozen 
years  past,  to  a  degree,  that  we  are  at  least  by  two 
thirds  in  a  worse  condition  than  was  ever  known 
since  the  Revolution  ?  Therefore,  instead  of  dreams 
and  projects  for  the  advancing  of  trade,  we  have 
nothing  left  but  to  find  out  some  expedient,  whereby 
we  may  reduce  our  expenses  to  our  incomes. 

Yet  this  procedure,  allowed  so  necessary  in  all 
private  families,  and  in  its  own  nature  so  easy  to  be 
put  in  practice,  may  meet  with  strong,  opposition, 
by  the  cowardly  slavish  indulgence  of  the.  men,  to 
the  intolerable  pride,  arrogance,  vanity,  and  luxury 
of  the  women ;  who,  strictly  adhering  to  the  rules 
of  modern  education,  seem  to  employ  their  whole 
jstock  of  invention  in  contriving  new  arts  of  profu- 
sion, faster  than  the  most  parsimonious  husbiaiid  can 
afford:  and,  to  compass  this  work  the  moce  effec- 
tually, their  universal  maxim  is,  to  despise  and  detest 
every  thing  of  the  growth  of  their  own  country,  and 
most  to  vaJue  whatever  comes  from  the  very  remot- 
est parts  of  the  globe.  And  I  api  convinced,  tliat 
if  the  vii^uosi  could  once  find  out  a. world  in  the 
moon,  with  a  passage  to  it,  our  women  would  wear 
nothing  but  what  directly  came  from  thence. 

The  prime-cost  of  wine  yearly  imported  to  Ire- 
land is  valued  at  thirty  thousand  pounds ;  and  the 
tea  (including  coffee  and  chocolate)  at  five  times 
that  sum.  The  lace,  silks,  calicoes,  and  all  other 
tinnecessary  ornaments  for  women,  including  £ng« 
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lish  cloths  and  stuffs,  added  to  the  former  articles, 
make  up  (to  compute  grossly)  about  four  hundred 
tboiTsand  pounds. 

Now  if  weshould  allow  the  thirty  thousand  pounds, 
wherein  the  women  have  their  share,  and  which  is 
al]  we  have  to  comfort  us,  and  deduct  seventy  thou- 
sand pounds  more  for  over-reaching,  there  would  ^ 
still  remain  three  hundred  thousand  pounds,  annual- 
ly spent,  for  unwholesome  drugs  and  unnecessary 
finery:  which  prodigious  sum  would  be  wholly 
saved,  and  many  thousands  of  our  misemble  shop- 
keepers and  manufacturers  comfortably  supported. 

Let  speculative  people  busy  their  brains  as  much 
as  they  please,  there  is  no  other  way  to  prevent  this 
kingdom  from  sinking  for  ever,  than  by  utterly  re- 
nouncing all  foreign  dress  and  luxury. 

It  is  absolutely  so  in  fact,  that  every  husband  of 
any  fortune  in  the  kingdom,  is  nourishing  a  poison- 
ous devorfring  serpent  in  his  bosom,  with  all  the  mis- 
chief, but  with  none  of  its  wisdom. 

If  all  the  women  were  clad  with  the  growth  of 
their  own  country,  they  might  still  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  course  of  foppery ;  and  still  have  room 
left  to  vie  with  each  other,  and  equally  show  their 
wit  and  judgment,  in  deciding  upon  the  variety  of 
Icish  stuffs.  And  if  they  could  be  contented '  with 
their  native  wholesome  slops  for  breakfast,  we  should 
hear  no  more  of  the  spleen,  hysterics,  colics,  palpi- 
tations, and  aisthmas.  They  might  still  be/ allowed 
to  ruin  each  other  and  their  husbands  at  play,  be- 
cause the  inoney  lost  would  circulate  aniong  our- 
selves. 

My  lord,  I  freely  own  it  a  wild  imagination,  that 
any  words  will  cure  the  sottishness  of  men,  or  the 
vanity  of  women :  but  the  kingdom  is  in  a  fair  way 
of  producing  the  most  effectual  remedy,  when  there 
will  not  be  money  left  for  the  common  co  urse  of 
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bajing  and  selliag  the  irery  necessaries  of  life  in  our 
markets^  unless  we  absolutely  change  the  whole 
method  of  our  proceedings.  . 

The  corporation  of  weavers  in  woollen  and  silk, 
who  have  so  frequently  offered,  proposals  both  to 
your  grace  and  to  ine,  are  tlie  hottest  and  coldest 
generation  of  men  that  I  have  known.     About  a 
month  ago,  they  attended  your  grace,  when  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  with  you ;  and  designed  me  th^ 
same  favour.     They  desired  yon  would  recommend 
to  your  clergy  to  wear  gowns  of. Irish  stuffs,  which 
might  {M*obably  -spread  the  example  among  all  theit* 
brethren  in  the  kingdom ;  and  perhaps  among  the 
lawjrers  and. gentlemen  of  the  university,  and  among 
the  citizens  of  those  corporatioms  who  appear  in 
gowns  on  solemn  occasions.     I  then  mentioned  a 
kind  of  stuff,  not  above  eightpence  a  yard,  which 
I  heard  had  been  contrived  by  some  of  the  trade, 
and  was  very  convenient.  I  desired  they  would  pre- 
pare  some  of  that,  or  any  sort  of  black  stuff,  on  a 
certain  day,  when  your  grace  would  appoint  as 
many  clergymen  as  could  readily  be  found  to  meet 
at  your  palace,  and  there  give  their  opinions ;.  and 
that  your  grace's  visitation  approaching,  you  could 
then  have  the  best  opportunity  of  j^eeing  what  could 
be  done  in  a  matter  of  such  consequence,  as  they 
seemed  to  think,  to  tlie  woollen  malnufacture.     But 
instead  of  attending,  as  was  expected^  they  came  to 
me  a  fortnight  after  with  a  new  proposal,  that  some- 
thing should  be  written  by  an  acceptable  and  able 
hand,  to  promote  in  general  the  wearing  oi'  home- 
Knannfactures ;  and  their  civilities  would  iix   that 
work  upon  me.  rl  asked  if  they  had.  prepared  the 
^uffs,  as  they  had  promised,  and  your,  gpace  escpei- 
ted;  but  they  hbd  npt  made  the  least  step  in  thb 
vnalter,  nor^  w  it  apfewe,  thought  of  i%  more,' 
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I  did,  some  years  ago,  -pnyposfe  to  the  masters  and 
principal  dealers  in  the  home- manufactures  of  silk 
anH  wooK  that  they  should  meet  together  ;  arid,  after 
^nature  consideration,  publish  advertisements  tolthe 
following  purpoh^:' 

That  in  order  to  encourageithe  weariii^gof  Insh 
manufabtur^fi.  in  silk  and  Woollen,  they  gave  notice 
lo  .the,  nobility  .and  gentry   of  the  kingdom,  That 
they,  the  landersigncd,  would  enter  into  bonds,  for 
themselves  and  for  each  dtheri  to  sell  the  several 
.sorts  of  stuffs,  cimhs,  and  silks,'  made  to  the^  best 
|)erfection  they  u«ere  able,  for  certain  fiked prices; 
and  in  suchai  iiianner,  that  if  a  child  were  sent,  to 
;^ny  of  their  shops,  the  buyer  might  be  secure  of 
itbe  value  aridvgocKiness  and  ntieaSutc  of  this. ware: 
and,  lest  this  roighi  be  thought  to  look  like^amouo- 
.poly,  ^hy  other  meijlber  of  th^.  trade,  might  be  ad- 
.mitted,  upon  snch  conditions  as  should  be  agreed 
qn.  And  if  any  Iperson  whatsoever  should  complain 
jthat  he  was  illus«d,  in  the  value  atid  goodness  of 
what  he  bought^  tlie  matter  should  be  exammed, 
the  p^son  injured  be  fully  satisfied  by  the  whole 
'corporation  vrithoUt  delay,  and  the  dishonest  seller 
ffee..struck  out  of  .the  society,. unless  it  appeared 
.eyidently  that  the  failure  proceeded  o©iy  from  nus- 
\takje.  ■,   .  .     '  ,••••  •.'..'■       •»  •/•i:.,'-       -  •  -v.;    > 
:     The  mortal  dagger. is,  that : if  ^these. dealers  couW 
1  prevail,  by  the  goodness  and .  cheapness  of  their 
cjotbs  and  stuffs,  to  give  a  tiifw  to  the  prinacipalpech 
pk  of  Ireland  in  favour  of  their  goods  ;  r  theiy  wouW 
.felapse  into  the/ knavish  practice^  peculiar  tOithis 
tkingdom*  whichas  apt  to.  run  ith«opgh»all  trades, 
c^en  so  low  as:a  cjommonaleseller  ^who^ ^.sooft ^ 
he  gets  a  vogue  for  his  liquor,  and  ouksells.  his  »%»- 
to>urs,.thiiiks.h5s/cfedit  wilfc^putiofflthe  wofstch^  ican 
buv,  tillkiB  cuBk)toerB.wiU'-Com«iI»oimonQi  '  [ThuAi'* 
have  known  at  London,  in  a  general  mourning,  the 
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drapers  dye  blackl^  all  their  damsged  goods,  and  sell 
them  at  double  ratesf ;  then  complain,  and  petition 
the  court,  that  they  are  ready  to  starve  by  the  cort- 
tinua*nce  of  the  mourning. 

Therefore,  I  say,  tliose  principal  :  weavers  who 
would  enter  into  such,  a  compact  as  I  have  men* 
tioried,  must  give  sufficieoit  security  against  all  such 
practioiE^ :  for  if  once  the  women  can  persuade  their 
husbands  that  foreign  goods,  beside  the  finery,  will 
be-as.  cheap,  and  do  more  ^service,  our.  last  state  will 
be  worse  than  the  first.  > 

-  I  do  not  here  pretend  to  digest  perfectly  the  me- 
thod by  which  these  principal  shopkeepers  bhall 
proceed,  in  such  a  proposal :  but  my  meaning  is 
clear  enough,  and  cannot  reasonably  be  objected  a- 
gaiost; 

We  have  seen,  what  a  destructive  loss  the  king- 
dom received,  by  the  detestable  fraud  of  the  mer* 
chants,  or  Northern  linen  weavers,  or  bdthj  not- 
withstanding all  the  care  of  the  governors  ot  that 
board,  when  we  had  an  oiffWr  of  commerce  with  th^ 
Spaniards  for  our  linen,  to  the  value,  as  I  am  told, 
of  thirty  thousand  pounds  a  year.  But  while  we 
deal  like  pedlars,  we  shall  practice  like  pedlars,  and 
sacrifice  all  honesty  to  the  present  urging  advaur 
tage. 

What  I  have  said  may  serve  as  an  answer  to  the 
desire  made  me  by  the  corporation  of  weavers,  that 
I  would  offer  my  notions  to  the  public.  As  to  any 
thing  farther,  let  them  apply  themselves  to  the  par- 
liament in  their  next  session.  Let  them  prevail  on 
the  house  of  commons  to  grant  one  very  reasonable 
request :  and  I  shall  think  there  is  still  some  spirit 
left  in  the  nation,  when  1  read  a  vote  to  this  pur- 
pose ;  "  Resolved,  nemine  coriiradicenie.  That  this 
t^iouse  m\\,  for  the  future,,  wear  no  clotlis  but  such 
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as  are  made  of  Irish  growth  or  of  Irish  tmmaiaetiir^t 
nor  will  permit  their  wives  or  children  to  wear  any 
other ;  and  that  they  will,  to  the  utmost,  endeavour 
to  prevail  with  their  friends,  relations,  dependants, 
and  tenants,  to  follow  their  example."  And  if,  at 
the  same  time,  they  could  banish  tea  and  coffee,  and 
china-ware,out  of  their  families,  and  force  their  wives 
to  chat  their  scandal  otrer  an  infusion  of  si^e,  or 
other  wholesome  domestic  vegetables,  we  might  pes-, 
sibly  be  able  to  subsist,  and  pay  our  absentees, 
pensioners,  generals,  civil-officers,  appeals,  colliers, 
temporary-travellers,  students,  schoolboys,  splene- 
tic visitors  of  Bath,  Tunbridge,  and  Epsom,  with 
all  other  smaller  drains,  by  sending  our  crude  un« 
wrought  goods  to  England,  and  receiving  from 
thence,  and  all  other  countries,  nothing  but  what  is 
fully  manufactured,  and  keep  a  few  potatoes  and 
oatmeal  for  our  own  subsistence. 

I  have  been  for  a  dozen  years  past  wisely  prog» 
tiosticaUng  the  present  condition  of  this  kingdom ; 
which  any  human  creature  of  common  sense  could 
foretel,  with  as  little  sagacity  as  myself.  My  mean* 
ing  is,  that  a  consumptive  body  must  needs  die, 
which  has  spent  all  its  spirits,  and  received  no  non* 
rishment.  Yet  I  am  often  tempted  to  pity,  when  I 
hear  the  poor  farmer  and  cottager  lamenting  the 
hardness  of  the  times,  and  imputing  them  either  to 
one  or  two  ill  seasons,  which  better  climates  than 
ours  are  more  exposed  to ;  or  to  scarcity  of  silver, 
which,  to  a  nation  of  liberty,  would  only  be  a  slight 
and  temporary  inconvenience^  to  be  retnoved  at  % 
month's  warning;. 


i    ^9    ] 


ON  BARBAROUS  DENOMINATIONS 

IN  IRELAND. 


■i* 


Sir, 

I  HAVE  been  lately  looking  over  the  advertisements 
in  some  of  your  Dublin  newspapers,  which  are  sent 
me  to  the  country  ;  and  was  much  entertained  with 
a  large  list  of  denominations  of  lands,  to  be  sold  or 
let.  I  am  confident  they  must  be  genuine ;  for  it 
is  impossible  that  either  chance,  or  modern  inven- 
tion, could  sort  the  alphabet  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
make  those  abominable  sounds;  whether  first  in* 
vented  to  invoke  or  fright  away  the  devil,  1  must 
leave  among  the  curious. 

If  I  could  wonder  at  any  thing  barbarous,  ridi- 
culous, or  absurd  among  us,  this  should  be  one  of 
the  first.     I  have  often  lamented  that  Agricola,  the 
father-in-law  of  Tacitus,  was  not  prevailed  on   by 
that  petty  king  from  Ireland,  who  followed  his  camp^ 
to  come  over  and  civilize  us  with  a  conquest,  as  his 
countrymen  did  Britain,  where  several  Roman  appel- 
lations remain  to  this  day,  and  so  would  the  rest  have 
done,  if  that  inundation  of  Angles,   Saxons,    and 
other  northern  people  had  not  changed  them   so 
much  for  the  worse,  although    in  no  comparison 
with  ours.     In  one  of  the  advertisements  just  men- 
tioned, I  encountered  near  a  hundred  words  toge- 
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ther,  which  1  defy  any  creature  in  human  shape, 
except  an  Irishman  of  the  savage  kind,  to  pro- 
nounce ;  neither  would  I  undertake  such  a  task,  to 
be  owner  of  the  lands,  unless  I  had  liberty  to  hu- 
manize the  syllables  twenty  miles  rounds  The  le- 
gislature may  think  what  they  please,  and  that  they 
are  above  copying  the  Romans  in  all  their  conquests 
of  barbarous  nations;  but  I  am  deceived,  if  any 
thing  has  more  contributed  to  prevent  the  Irish  from 
being  tamed,  than  this  encouragement  of  their  lan- 
guage, which  might  be  easily  abolished,  and  become 
a  dead  one  in  half  an  age,  with  little  expense,  and 
less  trouble. 

How  is  it  possible  that  a  gentleman,  who  lives  in 
those  parts  where  the  town- lands  (as  they  call  theniy 
of  his  estate  produce  such  odious  sounds  from  the 
mouth,  the  throat,  and  the  nose,  can  be  able  to  re- 
peat the  words  without  dislocating  every  muscle 
that  is  used  in  speaking,  and  without  applying  the 
same  tone  to  all  other  words,  in  every  language  he 
understands;  as  it  is  plainly  to  be  observed  not 
only  in  those  people  of  the  bletter  sort  who  live  in 
Galway  and  the  Western  parts,  but  in  most  counties 
of  Ireland? 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  city  parts  of  London,  the 
trading  people;  have  an  affected  manner  of  pro- 
aiouncing  ;  and  so,  in  my  time,  had  many  ladies  and 
coxcombs  at  court.  .  It  is  likewise  true,  that  there 
is  an  odd  provincial  cant  in  most  counties  in  Eng- 
land, sometimes  not  very  pleasing  to  the  ear :  and 
the  Scotch  cadence,  as  well  as  expression,  are  offen- 
sive enough.  But  none  of  these  defects  derive  con- 
tempt to  the  speaker :  whereas,  what  we  call  the 
Irish  brogue  is  no  sooner  discovered,  than  it  makes 
the  deliverer  in  the  last  degree  ridiculous  and  de- 
spised j  and  from  such  a  mouth,  a^n  Englishman  eX'* 
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pects  nothing  but  bulls,  blunders,  and  follies.  Nei- 
ther does  it  avail  whether  the  censure  be  reasonable 
or  not,  since  the  fact  is  always  so.  And,  what  is 
yet  worse,  it  is  too  well  known,  that  the  bad  cohse* 
quence  of  this  opinion  affects  those  among  us  who 
are  not  the  least  liable  to  such  reproaches,  farther 
than  the  misfortune  of  being  born  in  Ireland,  al« 
though  of  English  parents,  and  whose  education  has 
been  chiefly  in  that  kingdom. 

I  have  heard  many  gentlemen  among  us  talk 
much  of  the  great  convenience  to  those  Who  live 
in  the  country,  that  they  should  speak  Irish.  It 
may  possibly  be  so  ;  but  I  think  they  should  be  such 
nrho  never  intend  to  visit  England,  upon  pain  of  be- 
ing ridiculous ;  for  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard 
of  any  one  ma.n  that  spoke  Irish,  who  had  not  the 
accent  upon  his  tongue  easily  discernible  to  any 
English  ear. 

But  I  have  wandered  a  little  from  my  subject, 
which  was  only  to  propose  a  wish  that  these  exe- 
crable denominations  were  a  little  better  suited  to  an 
English  mouth,  if  it  were  only  for  the  sake  of  the 
English  lawyers ;  who,  in  trials  upon  appeals  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  find  so  much  difficulty  in  repeating 
the  names,  that  if  the  plaintiff  or  defendant  were  by, 
they  would  never  be  able  to  discover  which  were 
their  own  lands.     But,  beside  this,  I  would  desire, 
not  only  that  the  appellations  of  what  they  call 
towii'landis  were  changed,   but  likewise  of  larger 
districts,  and  several  tpwns,  and  some  counties  ^  and 
particularly  the  seats  of  country-gentlemen,  leaving 
an  alias  to  solve  all  difficulties  in  point  of  law.    But 
I  would  by  no  means  trust  these  alterations  to  the 
owners  themselves  ;  who,  as  they  are  generally  no 
great  clerks,  so  they  seem  to  have  no  large  vocabu- 
larj^  abput  tbem^  nor  to  be  well-skilled  in  prosody. 
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The  titmost  extent  of  their  genius  lies  in  naming 
their  country  habitation  by  a  hill,  anvount^abrook/ 
a  burrow,  a  castle,  a  bawn,  a  ford,  and  the  like  in* 
geoious  conceits.  Yet  these  are  exceeded  by  o- 
thers,  whereof  some  have  contrived  anagramatical 
appellations,  from  half  their  own  and  their  wives' 
names  joined  together ;  others  only  from  the  lady  5 
as,  for  instance,  a .  person,  whose  wife's  name  was 
Elizabeth,  calls  his  seat  by  the  name  of  Bess-boraw. 
There  is  likewise  a  faniious  town,  where  the  worst 
iron  in  the  kingdom  is  made,  and  it  is  called  Swand^ 
Kngbar :  the  original  of  which  name  T  shall  explain, 
lest  the  antiquaries  of  future  ages  might  be  at  a  loss 
to  derive  it.  It  was  a"  most  witty  conceit  of  four 
gentleman,  who  ruined  themselves  with  this  iron 
project.  Sw.  stands  for  Swift  *,  And.  for  SanderSf 
Lingi  for  Darlings  and  Bar.  for  Barry.  Methinks 
I  see  the  four  loggerheads  sitting  in  consult,  like 
SmeciymnuuSy  each  gravely  contributing  a  part  of 
his  own  name,  to  make  up  one  for  their  place  in 
the  iron- work  ;  and  could  wish  they  had  been  bang- 
ed,  as  well  as  undone,  for  their  wit.  But  I  was  most 
pleased  with  the  denomination  of  a  town-land^  which 
I  lately  saw  in  an  advertisement  of  Pue's  paper : 
*'  This  is  to  give  notice,  that  the  lands  of  Douras^ 
alias  WuiG'borough^**  &c.  Now  this  zealous  pro^ 
prietor,  having  a  mind  to  record  his  principles  in 
religion  or  loyalty  to  future  ages,  within  five  miles 
round  him,  for  want  of  other  merit,  though  fit  to 
make  use  of  this  expedient ;  wherein  he  seems  to 
mistake  his  account:  for  this  distinguishing  term 


♦  Swift's  uncle,  Godwin  Swift,  for  whose  memory  he  had  no 
special  regard,  seems  to  ha-ve  been  concerned  in  (his  ingenious 
anagram  add  rnifortunate  project 
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whig  had  a  most  infamous  original,  denoting  amati 
who  favoured  the  fanatic  sect,  and  an  enemy  to 
kings,  and  so  continued  till  this  idea  was  a  little  sof« 
tened,  some  years  after  the  Revolution,  and  during 
a  part  of  her  late  majesty's  reign.  After  which  it 
was  in  disgrace  until  the  queen's  death,  since  which 
time  it  has  indeed  flourished  with  a  witness :  but 
how  long  it  will  continue  so,  in  our  variable  scenog 
or  what  kind  of  mortal  it  may  describe,  is  a  question 
which  this  courtly  landlord  is  not  able  to  answen 
And  therefore  he  should  have  set  a  date  on  the  titl^ 
of  his  borough,  to  let  us  know  what  kind  of  creature 
a  whig  was  in  that  year  of  our  Lord.  I  would  rea« 
dily  assist  notnenclators  of  this  costive  imagination) 
and  therefore  I  propose  to  others  of  the  same  size  in 
thinking,  that,  when  they  are  at  a  loss  about  chris* 
tening  a  country-seat,  instead*  of  straining  their  in- 
vention, they  would  call  it  Booby-borough^  Fooh 
Iftrookj  Puppy-ford^  Coxcombhally  MounUlogger^ 
heady  Dunce Jitil ;  which  are  innocent  appellations^ 
proper  to  express  the  talents  of  the  owners.  But  I 
cannot  reconcile  myself  to  the  prudence  of  this  lord 
of  W HiG-boroughy  because  I  have  not  yet  heard^ 
among  the  presbyterian  squires^  how  much  soever 
their  persons  and  principles  are  in  vogue,  that  atij 
of  them  have  distinguished  their  country  abode  by 
the  name  of  Mount-regicidef  Covenant-hall^  Fana» 
tic- hilly  Roundhead- bawny  Canting-brooky  orMountm 
rebel,  $,nd  the  like:  because  there  may  probably 
come  a  time  when  those  kind  of  sounds  may  not  be 
60  grateful  to  the  ears  of  the  kingdom.  For  I  do  not 
conceive  it  would  be  a  mark  of  discretion,  upoft 
supposing  a  gentlemlini  in  allusion  to  his  name,  or 
the  merit  of  his  ancestors^  to  call  his  houise  Tyburn^ 
hf^lL 

But  th^  scheme  I  would  praposetfwchwiging 
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the*  denoimnations  of  land  into  legible  and  ahdible 
BjWableSy  is  by  employing  some  gentlemen  in  the 
university;  who  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Latin 
tongue,!and.  their  judgment  in  sounds,  might  imi- 
tate the  Roman  way,  by  .translating  those  hideous 
words  into  their  English  meanings,  and  altering  the 
terminatioA.wheire  a  bare  translation  will  i)ot  form 
a  good  cadence  to  the  ear,  or  be  easily  delivered 
from  the.  mouth.  And  whi^n  both  these  means 
happen  to  fail,  then  to  name  the  parcels  of  land 
(iom  the  nature  of  the  soil,  or  some  peculiar  cir- 
cumstance belonging  to  it ;  as,  in  England,  JParn- 
hanif  Oat-'landSy  Black-heath^  Com^bury,  Rye-gate^ 
Ask-'bumkam^  Barn-elms^  Cole^orton^  .  Sandwichj 
and  many  others. 

I  am  likewise  apt  to  quarrel  with  some  titles  of 
lords  among  us,  that  have  a  very  ungracious  sound) 
which  are  apt  to  communicate  mean  ideas  to  those 
who  have  not  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with 
their  persons  or  their  rirtues,,  of  whom  1  have  the 
Inisfortune  to  be  one.  But  I  cannot  pardon  those 
gentlemen  who  have  gotten  titles  since  the  judica- 
ture of  the  peers  among  us  has  been  taken  away,  to 
which  they  all  siibmitted,  with  a  resignation  that  be- 
came good  Christians,  as  undoubtedly  they  are. 
*Hov^ever,.'sinoe  that  time,  I  look  upon  a  graceful 
barmbnious  title  to  be  at  least. forty  per  cent,  in  the 
4ralueiintrinBic  of  an  Irish,  peerage:  and)  since  it  is 
^  cheap  AS ;  the  worst, .  for  >  any  Irish  law  hitherto 
ffihaotedin'Ebglandito'the  contrary^  I  would  advise 
thedettsot,  before  they  ^  pass  their  patents,  to  call 
la cmiiMftltation  of  schodars andmusic^ gentleman, to 
adjust j>  tiii?.  inoosi . importeht  and/  essential  circum- 
^tane^i^  Tb^i  Stic^cb  no^emen,  though  bora  al- 
most under  the  north  pole,  have  much  more  tuna- 
Iflfi  -apit tjlfattioftft  except  ^me  very  i  few,  *  which- 1 
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suppose  were  giren  them  by  the  Irish,  along  with 
their  language,  at  the  time  when  that  kingdom  was 
conquered  and  planted  from  hence;  and  to  this  day 
retain  the  denominations  of  places,  and  surnames  of 
families,  as  all  historians  agree  *. 

I  should  likewise  not  be  s^rfy,  if  the  names  of 
some  bishops'  sees  were  so  much  obliged  to  the 
alphabet,  that  upon  pronouncing  them  we  might 
contract  some  veneration  for -the  order  and  persons 
of  those  reverend  peers,  which  the  gross  ideas  some- 
titines  joined  to  their  titles  are  very  unjustly  apt  t^ 
diminish. 


*  This  reproach'  has  been  certainly  remoTcd'  since  the  Deaii 
flonrished ;  for  the  titles  of  the  Irish  peerages  of  late  creation  haTe 
rather  been  in  the  opposite  extreme,  and  resemble^  in  someinstaar 
eesj  the  appellatives  in  romances  and  noTds. 


I   •> 
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ANSWER  TO  A  PAPER,  &c. 


^le  Memorial  to  wbich  this  Paper  ts  an  answer^  was  written  hf 
Sir  John  Browne,  the  same  person  to  whom  the  Dean  allndes,  as 
one  of  the  witnesses  examined  before  the  council  of  England^ 
in  ftk¥ouv  of  Wood's  project,  and  whom  he  stiffmatizes  as  a 
person  tried  for  a  rape,  and  one  whose  name  stood  recorded  in 
(the  votes  of  the  Irish  House  of  Commons  for  eadeaTouriqif) 
'  ^7  pcrjary  and  subornation,  to  take  away  the  life  of  Joha 
Bingham,  Esq.  See  p.  127  and  149.  Sir  John  Browne,  in 
the  following  letter,  which  appears  to  have  been  sent  shortly 
after  the  Memorial  had  been  submitted  to  the  Dean's  inspect 
tion,  endeavours  to  mollify  Swift  by  submbsion,  and  labours  to 
exculpate  himself,  or  at  least  to  apologize  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  Wood's  afi&ir.  The  Dran  lent  a  compassionate  ear 
to  Sir  John's  application,  and  omitted,  in  future  editions  of  tbe 
Drapier's  third  letter,  those  passages  which  recorded  his  pub- 
lic disgrace.] 


FHOM  SIR  JOHN  BROWNE. 

ksV.  SIR, 

Dawsou  Street,  April  #,  i7i% 
By  a  strange  fatality^  though  you  were  the  only  person  in  tk 
world  from  whom  I  would  conceal  my  being  an  author,  yet  70a 
were  unaccountably  the  only  one  let  into  the  secret  of  it :  the 
ignorant  poor  man  who  was  entrusted  by  me  to  deliver  out  the 
little  books,  though  he  kepi  the  secret  from  all  others,  yet,  from 
Hbe  nature  of  the  subject,  concluded  that  I  could  have  no  ii^^er^ 
in  concealing  it  from  yon,  who  were  so  universally  known  to  p^ 
vtk  indefatigable  promoter  pf.  the  welfare  of  Ireland.     But, 
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though  the  accident  gave  me  some  uneasiness  at  first,  yet,  -vrheii 
I  consider  your  character,  I  cannot  doubt  (however  slender  the 
foundation  of  such  a  hope  may  be  from  any  merits  of  my  own) 
your  generosity  will  oblige  you  to  conceal  what  chance  has  re- 
realed  to  you,  and  incline  you  to  judge  of  me,  not  froni  the  re. 
port  of  my  enemies,  but  from  what  I  appear  in  the  little  tracts 
which  have  waited  on  you. 

1  shall  not  presume,  Sir,  to  detain  you  with  the  narrative  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  parliamentary  accusations  and  voto 
against  me ;  although,  would  you  do  me  the  honour  to  inquire^ 
I  could  easily  convince  you,  from  my  own  particular  case,  that 
men  baTe  two  characters,  one  which  is  either  good  or  bad,  ac- 
cording  to  the  prevailing  number  of  their  friends  or  enemies  : 
and  one  whi(ih-  never  varies  for  either  ;  one  which  has  little  or  no 
regard  to  the  Tirtue  or  vice  of  the  subject,  and  one  which  regards 
that  alone,  is  inherent  (if  I  may  say  so)  in  the  subject,  and  de- 
scribes it  wiiat  it  really  is,  withoUt  regard  either  to  friends  or  ene* 
mies. 

All  I  shall  beg  of  you  is,  to  suspend  your  judgment  upon  it ; 
since  all  parties  allow  that,  although  i  had  several  summons  from 
the  committee  for  Monday,  and  many  evidences  on  the  road  in 
obedience  to  their  summons,  yet  I  was  tied  down  by  the  commit- 
tee the  preceding  Saturday,  and  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  all  my 
evidences,  notwithstanding  any  thing  I  could  urge  to  the  contra. 
ry.  This,  I  hope,  1  may  say  without  injury  to  Mr  Bingham.: 
for  sure  he'  may  be  entirely  innocent,  and  yet  a  magistrate  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  tord  chief-justice,  who  takes  exa« 
miftations  against  him,  examinations  that  do  not  even  contain 
matter  to  form  an  indictment  upon,  may  be  innocent  also. 

It  iihali  suffice  therefore  to  say,  I  went  from'  Ireland  loaded 
-with  the  severest  censures  of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  injured, 
as  I  thought,  and  oppr0s8ed  to  the  greatest  degree  imaginable; 
robbed  of  that  character  which  was  dearer  to  me  than  life  itself; 
and  all  that  by  an  oveirbearing  and  overpowering  interest. 

I  sought  in  England  for  that  peace  au4  protection  which  was 
denied  me  at.  home  My  public  character  followed  me:  my 
countrymen  injured  me.  The  nature  of  man  is  sociable;  I  was 
forced  to  herd  with  strangers.'  A  prime-minister,  engaged  in  the 
success  of  a  scheme,  wants  no  emissaries  to  spy  out  all  that  makes 
for  him,  and  to  fly  with  what  they  have  found  to  their  employer. 
1  was  unfortunately  set  by  those  sort  of  creatures  :  my  sentiments 
on  the  state  of  our  money  matters  were  industriously  lifted 
through  me  ;  and  when  that  was  done,  before  I  knew  any  thing 
of  the  matter,'!  was  served  with  his  majesty's  summons:  in  a 
hurry  I  ran  out  of  towD>  and  staid  in  the  country  a  while ;  but, 
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on  my  return  agaiD)  found  another  summons  at  my  lodgings; 
and)  terrified  by  the  dismal  effects  of  power  at  home  from  risking 
a  second  shipwreck  abroad^  I  yielded  to  it,  and  appeared  at  the 
Cockpit. 

It  is  true,  my  appearance  at  the  Cockpit,  to  those  who  knew 
me  only  by  the  votes  in  the  House  of  Commoas,  must  have  look. 
ed  like  a  design  of  a  revenge ;  and  I  had  many  and  powerful  ene- 
mies, who  gave  all  my  actions  the  worst  colour.  But  to  take 
the  matter  impartially,  Sir,  is  there  no  allowance  to  be  made  for 
a  mind  already  broken  by  the  dismal  effects  of  prevailing  power, 
and  filled  with  the  apprehensions  of  second  dangers?  Is  there  no 
allowance  for  a  man,  young  in  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  un- 
der all  these  fears  and  misfortunes,  jf  he  has  yielded  ,to  the  re- 
peated summons  of  the  council  of  England,  in  wliich  his  Majes- 
ty was  present ;  and  if  he  was  there,  after  a  long  and  strenuoui 
opposition,  forced  to  tell  his  sentiments,  forced,  Sjr,  to  tell  his 
sentiments,  not  in  the  manner  represented  to  the  world,  but  io  a 
manner  the  most  cautious  of  giving  room  for  a  pretence  to  op- 
pose the  inclinations  of  pur  parliament  ? 

But  alas,  the  consequence !— You,  Sir,  the  defender  of  Ireland 
were  soon  engaged  against  me  on  that  account ;  and  that  fatal  ge^ 
sins  of  yours,  in  an  instant,  ruined  my  character  ;  but  even  .ruia- 
bearing  as  it  was,  I  blessed  it:  the  cause  which  you  undertook 
was  dear  to  me ;  and  thougti  fame  is  the  last  thing  which  one 
would  sacrifice  even  for  his  country,  yet  I  parted  wUh.that  with 
pleasure,  while  you  thought  it  necessary  for  the  public  goodsa 
to  do*  But  now  the  end  is  served,  dear  Sir^.  may  not  the  maa 
have  his  mare  again  ?  ^^. 

Plato,  being  told  that  certain  persons  aspersed  bis  character,  and 
represented  him  abroad  as  a  very  ill  man ;  instead  of  expostulat- 
ing with  his  enemies,  and  returning  reproach  for  reproach,  con- 
cealed himself,  saying,  '^  No  matter,  my  friepds ;  ttae  whole  life 
of  Plato  shall  give  his  accusers  the  lie." 

Could  I  set  before  me  a  greater  example  ?  tJnder  the  general 
displeasure  of  my  country,  under  all  the  censures  which  the  rest, 
less  malice  of  my  enemies  could  devise,  and  under  the  keen  edge 
of  the  Drapier's  wit ;  the  only  revenge  in  which  I  indulged  my* 
self  was,  by  a  steady  love  for  my  country,  and  W manifest  acts 
of  affection  thereto,  to  be  a  silent  reproach  to,  the  fpul  tongues  of 
my  enemies. 

Permit  then,  sir^  permit  me  in  peace  to  take  his  great  example; . 
and  no  lorigcr  give  way  to  the  power  of  n|y  eq^mies^by  contina- 
ing  to  oppress  me*     I'hey  have  already  gained  their  cause  by 
you  :  but  Imust  say,  it  was  not  the  sword  of  Ajax,  but  the  ar- 
mour of  Achilles  which  he  put  on^  that  won'  the  iday* 
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The  cause  for  which  you  undertook  my  ruin  was  the  cause  of 
my  conntry  :  it  was  a  good  cause,  aod  you  shall  ever  find  me  of 
that  side.  You  have  carried  it,  and  I  know  you  will  no  longer 
be  my  enemy.  But,  al4s!  as  Jong  as  your  works  subsist,  where- 
ever  they  be  read,  even  ,unto  the  end  of  time,  must  i  be  branded 
as  a  villain  ?  It  is  a  hard  sentence ;  and  yet^  unless  the  spear  of 
Achilles,  the  same  instri^ment  which  gave  the  wound,  administer 
th«  remedy,  it  must  be  so. 

In  short,  sir,  you  must  be  a  man  of  honour;  it  is  not  possible 
that  honour  should  be  wanting,  where  all  the  distinguishing  cha« 
racteristics  of  it  are  found :  I  cannot  doubt  it;  and  therefore  I 
will  let  you  fully  into  a  secret,  which  accident  has  given  you  a 
part  of:  and  I  am  sure  you  will  keep  il;. 

The  source  of  all  my  misfortunes  was  the  yote  of  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  but  I  have  laboured,  however,  as  I  always  shall,  to 
serve  my  country,  and  make  myself  agreeable  to  them :  and,  though 
the  misfortune  of  a  bad  public  character  deprived  me  of  the  pri* 
vate  conversation  of  my  countrymen,  which  is  the  surest  and  bes^ 
way  to  know  our  true  interest ;  yet  I  flatter  myself  that  my 
little  essays  maybe  useful,  at  least  they  may  be  no  bad  beginning  ; 
and  you  know  it  is  easy  to  add  to  a  work  once  begun.  But,  if 
the  work  is  known  to  be  mine,  the  very  name  will  condemn  it,  ' 
and  render  it  useless  to  my  country. 

Whatever  the  faults  may  be,  I  have  publicly  applied  to  you  to 
amend  them,  before  the  bearer's  mistake  made  me  determine  this 
private  application  to  you  ;  and  I  must  say,  that  I  shall  reekoa 
if  no  small  degree  of  honour,  if  yoa  take  that  trouble  upon  yoiu, 

la  the  mean  time,  I  shall  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  keep  a  se- 
cret, which  no  other  person  but  my  printer,  my  bookseller,  and 
the  bearer  knows.     I  am, 

Revprend  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BROWNJE. 


,  ■« 
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ANSWER  TO  A  PAPER 

CALLRD 

A  MEMORIAL 

OF    THE    POOR    INHABITANTS,    TRADESMEN,    AND   LA- 
BOURERS OP  THl!.  KINGDOM  OP  IRELAND.* 


Dublin,  March  ^5,  1738. 

I  rf:ceivrd  a  paper  from  you,  whoever  you  are, 
printed  without  any  name  of  author  or  printer,  and 
sent,  I  suppose,  to  me  among  others,  without  any 
particular  distinction.  It  contains  a  complaint  of 
the  dearness  of  corn;  and  some  schemes  fidr  making 
it  cheaper,  which  I  cannot  approve  of. 

Bat  pray  permit  me,  before  I  go  farther,  to  give 
you  'a  short  history  of  the  steps  by  which  we  arrived 
at  this  hopeful  situation. 

It  was  indeed  the  shameful  practice  of  too  many 
Irish  farmers,  to  wear  out  their  ground  with  plough- 
ing; While,  either  through  poverty,  laziness,  or  ig- 
norance, they  neither  took  care  to  manure  it  as 
they  ouffht,  nor  gave  time  to  any  part  of  the  land 
to  recover  itself ;  and  when  their  leases  were  near 
expiring,  being  assured  that  their  landlords  would 
not  renew,  they  ploughed  even  the  meadows,  and 
made  such  havoc,  that  many  landlords  were  consi- 
derable sufferers  by  it. 

This  gave  birth  to  that  abominable  race  of  gra- 
ziers, who,  upon  expiration  of  the  farmers*  leases, 


*  Tlie  memorial  was  written  by  Sir  John  Browne. 
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w^rt$  i^ady  %o  engross  great  quantities  of  land ;  and 
the  genrllemea  bdving  been  before  often  ill  paid# 
and  itheif  land  worn  oui  of  heart,  virere  loo  easily 
templed,  when  a  riqh  grazier  made  an  offer  to  take 
all  their  land^  and  gi  ve  tbem  security  for  payment. 
Thus,  a  vast  track  of  land,  where  twenty  or  thirty 
faroKers  lived*  together  with  tlieir  cottagers  and  lar 
boupers  in  their  several  cabins,  became  all  desolate, 
and  easily  managed  by  one  or  two  lierdsmen  and 
their  boys.;  whereby  the  master  grazier,  with  little 
trouble,  setized  to  himself  the  livelihood  of  a  hun- 
ddred  people. 

It  mUBt  be  confessed,  that  the  farmers  were  justly 
punished  Ibr  their  knavery,  brutality,  and  folly^ 
8>itt  neither  are  the  squires  and  landlords  to  be  eK«* 
cuaed;  for  to  them  is  owing  the  depopulating  of  the 
couoitry,  the  vast  number  of  beggars,  and  the  ruiA 
of  ijhose  few  sorry  improvements  we  had. 

That  farmers  should  be  limited  in  ploughing,  is 
Viery  reasonable,  and  practised  in  England;  and 
might  have  easily  been  done  here  by  penal  clauses 
in  their  leases :  but  to  deprive  them  in  a  manner 
altogether  from  tilling  their  lands,  was  a  most  stupid 
want  of  thinking. 

Had  the  farmers  been  confined  to  plough  a  cer-* 
tain  quantity  of  land,  with  a  penalty  of  ten  pounds 
an  acre  for  whatever  they  exceeded,  and  farther 
limited  for  the  three  or  four  last  years  of  their  leases, 
.all  this  evil  had  been  prevented ;  the  nation  would 
,  have  saved  a  million  of  money ;  and  been  more  po- 
pulous by  above  two  hundred  thousand  souls*. 


j«'  «i>i 


*  There  is  an  obvious  adrantage  in  what  is  proposed.  If  the 
penalty  come  in  the  course  of  the  lease  to  bear  such  proportion 
as  makes  it  worth  the  farmers  while  to  till  the  ground  eren  at 
tfae.adTimoed'rentithuB  imposed,  it  must  be  in  a  season  of  public 
•carcity,  .nvlien  it  'is  advise^ble  that  aa  qiuoh  corn  Bhould  be 
raised  as  possible.  But  a  positire  prohibition  ctinnot  yield  to 
circuostances* 
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For  a  people,  denied  the  benefit  of  trade,  to 
manage  their  lands  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce 
nothing  but  what  they  are  forbidden  to  trade  with, 
or  only  such  things  as  they  can  neither  export  nor 
manufacture  to  advantage,  is  an  absurdity  that  a 
wild  Indian  would  be  ashamed  of  ^  especially  when 
we  add,  that  we  are  content  to  purchase  this  hope- 
ful commercei,  by  sending  to  foreign  markets  for 
our  daily  bread. 

:  The  grazier's  employment  is  to  feed  great  flocb 
of  sheep,  or  black-cattle,  or  both.  With  regard  to 
sheep,  as  folly  is  usually  accompanied  with  per- 
verseness,  so  it  is  here.  There  is  something  so 
monstrous  to  deal  in  a  commodity  (farther  than  for 
our  own  use)  which  we  are  not  allowed  to  exp<^ 
manufactured,  nor  even  unmanufactured,  but  to  one 
certain  .country,  and  only  to  some  few  ports  in  that 
country  ;  there  is,  I  say,  something  so  sottish,  that 
it  wants  a  name  in  our  language  to  express  it  by: 
and  the  good  of  it  is,  that  the  mbre  sheep  we  have, 
the  fewer  human  creatures  are  left  to  wear  the  wool, 
or  eat  the  flesh.  Ajax  was  mad,  when  he  mistook 
a  flock  of  sheep  for  his  enemies  :  but  we  shall  never 
be  sober,  until  we  have  the  same  way  of  thinking. 

The  other  part  of  the  grazier's  business  is,  what 
we  call  black-cattle,  producing  hides,  tallow,  and 
beef  for  exportation :  all  which  are  good  and  useful 
commodities  if  rightly  managed.  But  it  seems,  the 
greatest  part  of  the  hides  are  sent  out  raw,  for  want 
of  bark  to  tan  them ;  and  that  want  will  'daily  grow 
stronger;  for  I  doubt  the  new  project  of  tanning 
without  it  is  at  an  end.  Out  beef,  I  am  afraid,  still 
continues  scandalous  in  foreign  markets  for  the  old 
reasons.  But  oup  tallow,  for  any  thing  I  know, 
may  be  good.  However,  to  bestow  the  whole  king- 
dom on  beef  and  mutton,  and  thereby  drive  out  half 
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the  people  who  should  eat  their  share,  and  force  the 
rest  to  send  sometimes  as  far  as  Egypt  for  bread  to 
eat  with  it,  is  a  most  peculiar  and  .  distinguished 
piece  of  public  economy,  of  which  I  have  no  com- 
prehension. 

I  know  very  well  thSat  our  ancestors' the  Scythi- 
ans,  and  their  posterity  our  kinsmen  the  Tartars, 
lived  U{jlF()n  the  blood,  and  milk,  and  raw  flesh  of 
their  cattle,  without  one  grain  of  corn;  but  I  con- 
fess myi^elf  so  degenerate,  that  I  am  not  easy  with- 
out bread  to  my  victuals. 

What  amazed  me  for  a  week  or  two,  was  to  see, 
in  this  prodigious  {rfenty  of  cattle,  and  dearth  of 
human  creatures,  and  want  of  bread,  as  well  as 
money  to  buy  it,  that  all  kind  of  flesh^meat  should 
be  monstrously  dear^  beyond  what  was  ever  kiiown 
in  this  kingdom.  I  thought  it  a  defect  in  the,  laws, 
that  there  was  not  some  regulation  in  |he .  price  of 
flesh,  as  well. as  bresld:  but  I  imagine  mysejf  to  have 
guessed  out.  the  reason :.  in  short,  I  am  ^t  to  think^ 
fliat  the  whole  kingdom  is  overstocked,  with  cattle, 
both  black  and  white;  and  as  it  is  observed,  that 
the  poor  Irish  have  a  vanity  to  be  rather  ojjmers  of 
twoiean  cows,  than  one  fat,  although  with  double 
the  charge  of  grazing,  and  but  half  the .  quantity  of 
milk;  (SO  I  concieivte  it  ni^ch  more  difficult  at  pre- 
sent, to  find 'a  fat  bullock  or  wether,  than  it  would 
be  if  half  of  them  were  fairly  knocked  on  the  head: 
fori  am  assured  that:  the  district  in  the  several 
markets  called  Carrion  Row,  is  as  reasonable  as  the 
poor  can  desire ;  only  the  circumstances  of  money 
to  purchase  it,  and  of  trade,  or  labour,  to  purchase  . 
that  money,  are  indeed  wholly  wanting. 

Nowj  sir,  to  return  more  particularly  to  you  and 
your  memorial.  ' 

A  hundred  thousand  barrels  of  wheat,  you  say, 
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shotld  be  itiiported  hither;  and  ten  thoiismiid  poimdi 
premiam  to  the  importers.  Have  you  looked  into 
the  purse  of  the  nation  ?  I  am  no  commissioner  of 
the  treasury ;  but  am  well  assured,  that  the  whole 
running  cash  would  not  supply  you  with  a  smn  to 
purchase  so' much  com,  which,  only . at  twenty 
shillings  a  barrel ,  will  be  a  hundred  thousand  ipounds: 
and  ten  thousand  more  for  the  premium^  But  you 
wtll  traffic  for  your  corn  with  other  gobdts  and 
wher^e  are  those  goods  ?  if  y^ou  had  them,'  they  are 
all  engaged  to  pay  the  rents^  bf  abeentees,  dnd  other 
occasions  in  London,  bei^de  a  huge  bdance  of  trade 
this  yiear  against  iis.  Will  foreigners  take  oar 
bankers'  paper?  I  suppose  th^ey  will  value  it  »t  little 
toote  thto  so  mtich  a  KytAte.  Where  afe  these  rich 
farmers  and  engroHserfe  of  corn,  in' so  bad  a  year, 
tfnd  feo  Tittle  sowing  ?  '    :      ».         «.  : 

You  ar^  ib  paift  for  tw&  shillings  premium^  and 
iRofrget  the  Werity  shillings  for  the  price;  foidmeoit 
the  latter,  and  I  will  engage  for  the  fo^iliBF. ' 

Your  sehe^me  for  a  tax  for  raising  suohva^am  15 
tlU  Visionary,  and  owin^  t©  a  grea*  want  of  koow- 
fcedge  in  the  unise^aMe^  i^tatcof  this  natloUi  Tea, 
Coffee,  lifegar,  fepifcesfj^ind,  and  fei^eigii  tslotbi,  are 
the  paHiiulars  yoliftierrtion,  upon  which  this  tax 
Should  l^e  Vaised;  *I  ^viliJslilowthetwofirit;  beottnte  . 
they  are  uAwht>l^&dtrie:  ^nd'Jithfe  lasi^'lkecjause  I 
should  be  glad  if 'they  .tve^e  all  butifiAd<j  boft  I  beg 
yoU  will  leave  us  our  witie  ti^  ttiafceus  awhile  fcrget 
our  miserj^ ;  or  give-  your  fetyants^  lenive  te  piough 
for  barley.  But  I  will  tell'  ycnl'  a  aiMsrety  which  I 
learned  itiany  years  ago  from  the  commissioners  of 
the  customs  in  London :  they  said,  when  any  com- 
modity appeared  to  be  taxed  above  a  moderate  rate, 
the  consequence  was,  to  lessen  that  branch  of  the 
revehue  by  o^e  half  3  alid  toe  of  those  gentttemeu 
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pleasantly  told  me,  that  the  mistake' of  parliameats, 
ou  such  occasions,  was  owing  to  aa  error  of  com- 
puting two  and  two  to  make  four  ;  whereas  in  the 
business  of  laying  impositions,  two  and  two  never 
made  more  than  one;  which  happens  by  lessening 
the  import,  and  the  strong  temptation  of  running 
such  goods  as  pai  1  high  duties,  at  least  in  this  king- 
dom. Although  the  women  are  as  yain  and  extrar 
vagant,  as  their  lovers  or  thtir  hiisban<ls  can  de- 
serve, and  the  men  are  fond  enough  of  wine;  yet 
the  number  of  both,  who  can  afford  such  expenses 
is  so  small*  that  the  major  part  must  refuse  gratify- 
ing themselves,  and  the  duties  will  rather  be  lessen- 
ed than  increased.  BuU  allowing  no  force  in  this 
argument;  yet  so  preternatural  a  sum  as  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  pounds,  raised  all  on  a  sudden 
(for  there  is  no  dallying  with  hunger,)  is  just  in  pro- 
portion with  raising  9.  million  and  a  half  m  t^nglan^; 
which,  ai$  things  now  stand,  would  probably  bring 
that  opulent  kingdom  under  some  difficulties. 

You  ar^  concerned  how  strange  and  surprising  it 
would  be  in  foreign  parts  to  hear  that  the  poor  were 
starving  in  a  bich  country,  &c.  \ve  you  in  ear- 
nest ?  Is  Ireland  the  rich  country  you  mean  ?  Qr 
are  yow  iqsulting  our  poverty  ?  Were  you  ever  out 
of  Ireland  ?  Qr  were  you  ever. in  it  till  of  late?  You 
^9y  prob^ly  have  a  good  employment,  and  are 
saving  all  you  can  to  purchasie  a  good  estate  in  Eng- 
land. 3ut  l?y  talking  $P  familiarly  of  ope  hundred 
and  ton  thousand  poat\d9»  by  a  tax  upon  a  few  coni- 
modities,  it  is  plain,  yqii  ^re  eitl^er  naturally  or'  af- 
foaedly  ignorant  of  our  present  condition :  or  ^l^e 
you  would  know  and  allow^  th^t  such  a  sum  is  not 
to  be  raised  here,  without  a  general  excise ;  since, 
in,proportion  to  our  wealth,  w,e  pay  ^ready  i^'taxps 

movit  tt^  England  ie¥«r  did,  in  tbe  heighjt  of  wv. 
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And  when  you  have  brought  over  your  corn,  who 
will  be  the  buyers!  most  certainly  not  the  poor, 
who  will  not  be  able  to  purchase  the  twentieth  part 
of  it. 

Sir,  upon  the  whole,  your  paper  is  a  very  crude 
piece,  liaMe  to  more  objections  than  there  are  hnes; 
but  I  think  your  meaning  is  good,. and  so  far  you 
-are  pardonable. 

If  you  will  propose  a  general  contribution  for 

supporting  the  poor  in  potatoes  and  buttermilk,  till 

the  new  corn  comes  in,  perhaps  you  may  succeed 

better;  because  the  thing  at  least  is  possible ;  and  I 

think  if  our  brethren  in  England  would  contribute 

upon  this  emergency,  out  of  the  million  they  gain 

-from  us  every  year,  they  would  do  a  piece  of  justice 

^w  well  as  charity.  In  the  meantime,  go  and  preach 

"to  your  own  tenants,  to  fall  to  the  plough  as  fast  as 

'ihey  can;  .and  prevail   with    your  neighbouring 

:squire9  to  do  the  same  with  theirs;  or  else  die  with 

the  guilt  of  having  driven  away  half  the  inhabitants, 

and  starving  the  rest.     For  as  to  your  scheme  of 

pairing  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  pounds,  it  is 

88  vain  as  that  of  Rabelais,  which  was,  to  squeeze 

out  wind  from  the  posteriors  of  a  dead  ass. 

But  why  all  this  concern  for  the  poor  ?  We  want 
them  not,  as  the  country  is  now  managed;  they 
may  follow  thousands  of  their  leaders,  and  seek 
their  bread  abroad.  Where  the  plough  has  no  work, 
one  family  can  do  the  business  of  fifty,  and  you  may 
send  away  the  other  forty-nine.  An  admirable 
piece  of  husbandry,  never  known  or  practised  by 
*  the  wisest  nations,  who  erroneously  thought  people 
to  be  the  riches  of  a  country  1 

If  so  wretched  a  state  of  things  would  allow  it, 
methinks  I  could  have  a  malicious  pleasure,  after 
all  the  warning  i  have  in  yain  givea  the  public,  at 
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tny  own  peril,  for  several  years  past,  to  see  the  con- 
sequences and  events  answering  in  every  particular. 
I  pretend  to  no  sagacity :  what  I  writ  was  little 
more  than  what  I  had  discoursed  to  several  persons, 
who  were  generally  of  my  opinion ;  and  it  was  ob- 
vious to  every  common  understanding;  that  such 
effects  must  needs  follow  from  such  causes ; — ra  fair 
issue  of  things  begun  upon  party  rage,  while  some 
sacrificed  the  public  to  fury,  and  others  to  ambi- 
tion :  while  a  spirit  of  faction  and  oppression  reign- 
ed  in  every  part  of  the  country,  where  gentlemen, 
instead  of  consulting  the  ease  of  their  tenants,  or  cul- 
tivating th^ir  lands,  were  worrying  one  another  up- 
on points  of  whig  and  tory,  of  high  church  and  low 
church;  which  no  more  concerned  them  than  the 
long  and  fa'mous  controversy  of  strops  for  razors : 
while  agriculture  was  wholly  discouraged,  and  con« 
sbquently  half  the  farmers  and  labourers,  and  poorer 
tradesmen,  forced  to  beggary  or  bauishment.  "  Wis- 
dom crieth  in  the  streets :  Because  I  have  called  on 
you ;  I  have  stretched  out  my  hand,  and  no  man 
regarded ;  but  ye  have  set  at  nought  all  my  coun- 
sels, and  would  none  of  my  reproof;  I  a.lso  will 
laugh  at  your  calamity,  and  mock  when  your  fear 
Cometh/' 

I  have  now  done  with  your  Memorial,  and  freely 
excuse  your  mistakes,  since  you  appear  to  write  as 
a  stranger,  and  as  of  a  country  which  is  left  at  li- 
berty to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  nature,  and  to  make 
the  best  of  those  advantages  which  God  has  given  it, 
in  soil,  climate,  and  situation. 

But  having  lately  sent  out  a  paper,  entitled,  A 
Short  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland ;  and  hearing  of 
an  objection,  that  some  people  think  I  have  treated 
the  memory  <ff  the  late  lord  chief-justice  Wbitshed 
with  an  appearance  of  severity;  since  I  may  not  pro- 
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bably  have  another  opportunity  of  explaining  my- 
self in  that  particular,  I  choose  to  do  it  here.  Laying 
it  therefore  down  for  a  postulatum,  which  I  suppose 
will  be  universally  granted,  that  no  little  creature 
of  bo  mean  a  birth  and  genius,  had  ever  the  honour 
to  be  a  greater  enemy  to  his  country,  and  to  all  kinds 
of  virtue  than  HE,  1  answer  thus ;  whether  there  be 
two  different  goddesses  called  Fame,  as  some  au* 
thors  contend,  or  only  one  gorldess  sounding  two 
different  trumpets,  it  is  certain,  that  people  distin- 
guished for  their  villany,  have  as  good  a  title  to  a 
blast  from  the  proper  trumpet,  as  those  who  are 
mostVenowned  for  their  virtues  have  from  the  otberj 
and  have  equal  reason  to  complain  if  it  be  refused 
them.  And  accordingly  the  names  of  the  most  ce- 
lebrated profligates  have  been  faithfully  transmit- 
ted down  to  posterity.  And  although*  the  person 
here  understood,  acted  his  part  in  an  obscure  cor- 
ner of  the  world,  yet  his  talents  might  have  shone 
with  lustre  enough  in  the  noblest  scene. 

As  to  my  naming  a  person  dead,  the  plain  honcjt 
reason  is  the  best.  He  was  armed  with  power  and 
trill  to  do  mischief,  even  where  he  was  not  provok- 
ed, as  appeared  by  his  prosecuting  two  printers  *, 
one  to  death,  and  both  to  ruin,  who  bad  neither  of- 
fended God  nor  the  king,  nor  hjm  nor  the  public. 

What  an  encouragement  to  vice  is  this  !  If  an  ill 
man  be  alive,  and  in  power,  we  dare  not  attack  him ; 
and  if  he  be  weary  of  the  world,  or  of  his  own  vil- 
laiiies,  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  die,  and  then  his 
reputation  is  safe.  For  these  excellent  casuists  know 
ju3t  Latin  enough  to  have  heard  a  most  foolish  pre* 
cept,  that  de  mortuis  nil  nisi  bonum ;  so  that  if  So- 


*  Edward  Waters  and  John  Harding,— *F. 
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crates,  and  Anytus  his  accuser,  had  happened  to 
die  together,  the  charity  of  survivors  must  either 
have  obliged  them  to  hold  their  peace,  or  fix  the 
the  same  character  on  both.  The  only  crime  of 
charging  the  dead  is,  when  the  least  doubt  remains 
whether  the  accusatiofi  be  true ;  but  when  men  are 
openly  abandoned,  and  lost  to  all  shame,  they  have 
no  reason  to  think  it  hard  if  their  memory  be  re- 
proached. Whoever  reports,  or  otherwise  publish- 
es, any  thing  which  it  is  possible  may  be  false,  that 
man  is  a  slanderer ;  hie  niger  est^  kunc  tu,  Romane^ 
eaveto.  Even  the  least  misrepresentation,  or  aggra- 
vation of  facts,  deserves  the  same  censure  in'some 
degree ;  but  in  this  case  I  am  quite  deceived,  if  my 
error  has  not  been  on  the  side  of  extenuation. 

I  have  now  present  before  me  the  idea  of  some 
persons  (I  kn6W  not  in  what  part  of  the  world)  who 
spend  every  moment  of  their  lives,  and  every  turn 
of  their  thoughts  while  they  are  awake  i(and  proba- 
Wy  of  their  dreams  while  they  sleep)  in  the  most 
Fletefltab\e actions  an^  designs;  who  delight  in  mis- 
thief,  scandal^  and  obloquy,  with  the  .  hatred  and 
^Contempt  of  all  mankind  aga^nsf  them;  but  chiefly 
of  those  aoaong  their  own  party  and  their  own  fami- 
ly; such,  whos<e  :odious  qualities  rival  each  other 
for  perfection :  avarice,  .brutality,  faction,  pride, 
malice,  treacl^epry,  noise,  impudence,  dulness,  igno- 
rance^ vanity,  apd  revenge,  contending  every  mo* 
jnentfor  supeciority  iu  their  breasts.  Such  crea^ 
tures  are  not  to  be  reformed,  neither  is  it  prudent^ 
or  safe,  to  attempt  a  neformation.  Yet,  although, 
their  memories  will  rot,  there  may  be  some  benefit 
for  their  survivors,  to  smell  it  while  it  is  rotting. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 
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SUBJECTS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF 

IRELAND. 


I. 


TO  MESSRS  TRUMAN  AND  LAYFIELD. 
GENTLEMEN, 

1  AM  inclined  to  think  that  I  received  a  letter  from 
you  two,  last  summer,  directed  to  Dublin,  while  I 
■was  in  the  country,  whether  it  was  sent  nac;  and  I 
ordered  an  answer  to  it  to  be  printed,  but  it  seems  it 
had  little  effect,  and  I  suppose  this  will  not  have 
much  more.  But  the  heart  of  this  people  is  waxed 
gross,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their 
eyes  they  have  closed.  And,  gentlemen,  I  am  to 
tell  you  another  thing  ;  that  the  world  is  too  regard- 
IjBss  of  what  we  write  for  public  good :  that  after 
we  have  delivered  our  thoughts,  without  any  pros- 
pect of  advantage,  or  of  reputation,  which  latter  is 
not  to  be  had  but  by  siibscribing  our  names,  we  can- 
not prevail  upon  a.  printer  to  be  at  the  charge  of 
sending  it  it  into  the  world,  unless  we  will  be  at  all 
or  l)alf  the  expense :  and  although  we  are  willing 
enough  to  bestow  our  labours^  we  think  it  unrea- 
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sonable  to  be  out  of  pocket;  because  it  probably, 
may  not  consist  with  the  situation  of  our  affairs. 

I  do  very  much  approve  your  good  intentions, 
and  in  a  great  measure  your  manner  of  declaring 
them ;  and  I  do  imagine  you  intended  that  the  world 
should  not  only  know  your  sentiments,  but  my  an* 
swer,  which  I  shall  impartially  give. 

That  great- prelate*,  in  whose  cover  you  directed 
your  letter,  sent  it  me  in  the  morning;,  and  I  be« 
g^n  my  answer  to-night,  not  knowing  what  intlerrup* 
tion  I  may  meet  with. 

I  have  ordered  your  letter  to  be  printed,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  along  with  my  answer ;  because  I  con-^ 
ceive  it  will  be  more  acceptable  and  informing  to 
the  kingdom. 

I  shall  therefore  now  go  on  to  answer  your  letter 
in  all  manner  of  sincerity. 

>  Although  yont  letter  be  directed  to  me,  yet  I 
take  myself  to  be  only  an  imaginary  person;  for, 
although  I  conjecture  I  had  formerly  one  from  you, 
yet  I  never  answered  it  otherwise  than  in  print:  nei- 
ther was  I  at  a  loss  to  know  the  reasons  why  so 
many  people  of  this  kingdom  were  transporting 
themselves  to  America.  And  if  this  encouragement 
were  owing  to  a  pamphlet  written,  giving  an  ac* 
count  of  the  country  of  Pennsylvania,  to  tempt  peo- 
ple to  go  thither,  I  do  declare  that  those  who 
were  tempted,  by  such  a  narrative,  to  such  a  jouf- 
ney,  were  fpols,  and  the  author  a  most  impudent 
knave ;  at  least,  if  it  b^  the  same  pamphlet  I  saw 
when  it  first  came  out,  which  is  above  twenty-five 
years  ago,  dedicated  to  William  Penn  (whom  by  a 
mistake  you  call  •*  Sir  William  Penn"),  and  styling 


*  Archbishop  King. 
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•him,  by  anthority  of  the 'Scripture)*^  most  noble  go- 
vernor/' For  I  wasTery  W€ll  aoqnaiiited  >with  Pernio 
god  did,  some  years  after,  talk  with  him  upon  lliat 
pamphlet,  and  the  impudence  of  the  ^luthor,  who 
spoke  so  many  things  in  praise  of  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate, which  Penn  himself  did  absolutely  contradict 
For  he  did  assure  me,  '^  That  this  country  wanted 
(iie  shelter  of  mouirtains,  which  left  it  open  to  the 
northern  winds  from  Hudson's  Bay  and  the  Fro^A 
Sea,  which  destroy^ed  oil  plaata^ons  of  Uiees,  anil 
was  even  pernicious  to  all  common  vegetabtes." 
But,  indeed.  New  Ywk,  Virginia^  and  other  parts 
less  northward,  or  more  defended  iiy  monntains,  are 
described  as  eKcelient  countries :  buft,  >apon  what 
conditions  of  advantage  foreigners  go  thitiher,  I  an 
yet  to  seek. 

What  evils  .our  people  avoid  by  running  from 
lience,  is  easier  to  be  determi<ned.  They  conceive 
themselves  to  live  under  the  tyranny  of  tnost  .cmmI 
^Kacling  landlords,  who  have  no  views  farther  thas 
increasing  their  rent*rolls.  Secondly,  You  complain 
lof  the  want  of  trade,  whereof  you  seem  not  to  know 
the  reason.  Thirdly,  You  lament  most  justly  the 
money  spent  by  absentees  in  England.  Fourthly, 
You  complain  that  your  linen  manufacture  declines. 
•Fifthly,  That  your  tithe-collectops  oppress  you. 
Sixthly,  That  your  chiMren  have  no  hopes  of  pre- 
•ferment  in  the  church,  the  revenue,  or  the  army  ;  to 
which  you  might  have  added  the  law,  and  all  civil 
employments  whatsoever.  Seventhly,  You  are  un- 
done for  want  of  silver,  and  want  all  other  money. 

I  could  easily  add  some  other  motives,  which,  to 
men  of  spirit,  who  desire  and  expect,  and  think  they 
deserve  the  common  privileges  of  human  nature, 
would  be  of  more  force,  than  any  you  have  yet 
named,  to  drive  them  out  of  this  kingdom.     But,  as 
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these  specaUtions  may  probably  tiot  much  aiSect 
the  brains  of  your  people,  I  shall  choose  to  let  them 
pass  tinmentioned.  Yet  I  cannot  but  observe,  thait 
my  very  ^ood  and  virtuous  friend,  his  excellency 
Burnet*  (O  Jiliy  nee  tali  indiffne  parentef)  haft 
not  hitherto  been  able  to  persuade  his  vassals,  by  his 
oratory  in  the  style  of  a  commander,  to  settle  a  re- 
venue on  his  viceroyal  person.  I  have  been  likewise 
assured,  that  in  one  of  those  colonies  on  the  coliti- 
neat,  which  nature  has  so  far  favoured,  as  (by  the 
indttfitry  of  the  inhabitants)  to  produce  a  s^reat  quaii^ 
trty  of  excellent  rice,  the  stubborn  people,  having 
been  told  that  the  world  was  wide,  took  it  into  their 
beads  that  they  might  sell  their  own  rice  at  -what- 
ever foreign  market  they  pleased,  and  seem,  by  their 
-practice,  very  unwilling  to  quit  that  opinion. 

But,  to  return  to  my  subject:  I  must  confess  to 
you  both,  that  if  one  reason  of  your  people's  destrt- 
ing  us  be,  the  despair  of  things  growing  better  in 
tiieir  own  country,  I  have  not  one  syllable  to  an- 
swer; because  that  would  be  to  hope  for  what  is 
'impossible  ;  and  so  I  have  been  telling  the  public 
these  ten  years.     For  there  are  three  events  which 


*  William  Barnet,  the  eldest  son  of  Bishop  Bnraet,  was  at 
this  time  governor  of  Massachusets.  He  insisted  upon  a  fixed 
salary  being  settled  upon  him  as  governor,  and  was  inTolted  in 
Varm  disputes  with  the  general  assembly  of  the  prorince  on  that 
account.  At  length  being  deprived  of  his  salary  by  refusing  to 
'ireeeiveitin'the  mode -proposed  by  the  assembly,  he  attempted  to 
iodenmify  liimself  by  imp6sing  a  duty  upon  yessols  leaving  the 
Jiarheur,  to  be  levied,  by  means  of  passes  granted  by  the  governor. 
Tbis  being  coBdplained  of  to  the  king  and  council,  was  disapprove 
ed  as  illegal  and  oppressive.  He  did  not  live  to  see  an  end  of  this 
-controversy;  iindon  hisd^th  in  t71^,'theas^mbly,  nslentJngiii 
thktir  fesctitiiwity  ofdisred  the  arectioa  of  a  noavmoat  to  hit  me* 
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must  precede  any  such  blessing :  First,  a  liberty  of 
trade  ;  secondly^  a  share  of  preferments  in  all  kinds, 
equal  to  the  British  natives;  and  thirdly,  a  return 
of  those  absentees,  who  take  almost  one  half  of  the 
kingdom's  revenue.  As  to  the  first  and  second, 
there  is  nothing  left  us  but  despair;  and  for  the 
thipd,  it  will  never  happen  till  the  kingdom  has  no 
money  to  send  them ;  for  which,  in  my  own  parti* 
cular,  I  shall  not  be  sorry. 

The  exaction  of  landlords  has  indeed  been  a 
grievance  of  above  twenty  years'  standing.  But  as 
to  what  you  object  about  the  severe  clauses  relating 
to  the  improvement,  the  fault  lies  wholly  on  the 
other  side  :  for  the  landlords,  either  by  their  igno- 
rance, or  greediness  of  making  large  rent-rolls,  have 
performed  this  matter  so  ill,  as  we  see  by  experi- 
ence, that  there  is  not  one  tenant  in  five  hundred 
who  has  made  any  improvement  worth  mentioning: 
for  which  I  sippeal  to  any  man  who  rides  thjroogh 
the  kingdom,  where  little  is  to  be  found  among  the 
tenants  but  beggary  and  desolation  ;  the  cabins  df 
the  Scotch  themselves,  in  Ulster,  being  as  dirty  and 
miserable  as  those  of  the  wildest  Irish.  Whereas 
good  firm  penal  laws  for  improvement,  with  a  tole- 
rable easy  rent,  and  a  reasonable  period  of  time, 
would,  in  twenty  years,  have  increased  the  rents  of 
Ireland  at  least  a  third  part  of  the  intrinsic  value. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  speak  with  some  decency 
of  the  clergy,  and  to  ijnpute  the  exactions  you  la- 
ment to  the  managers  or  farmers  of  the  tithes.  But 
you  entirely  mistake  the  fact ;  for  I  defy  the  most 
ivicked  and  the  most  powerful  clergyman  in  the 
kingdom  to  oppress  the  meanest  farmer  in  the  pa- 
rish; and  I  defy  the  sajane  clergy  main  to  prevent 
himself  from  being  eheated  by  the  same  farmer, 
whenever  that  farmer  shall  be  disposed  to  be  knav- 
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ish  or  peevish.     For,  although  the  Ulster  tithing- 
teller  is  more  advantageous  to  the  clergy  than  any- 
other  in  the  kingdom,  yet  the  minister  can  demand 
no  more  than  his  tenth  ;  and  where  the  corn  much 
^cceeds  the  small  tithes,  as,  except  in  some  districts^ 
I  am  told  it  always  does,  he  is  at  the  mercy  of  every 
stubborn  farmer,  especially  of  those  whose  sect  as 
well  as  interest  incline  them  to  opposition.*   How- 
ever, I  take  it  that  your  people  bent  for  America  do 
not  show  the  best  side  of  their  prudence  in  making 
this  one  part  of  their  complaint :  yet  they  are  so  far 
wise^  as  not  to  make  the  payment  of  tithes  a  scru- 
ple of  conscience,  which  is  too  gross  for  any  protest- 
ant  dissenter,  except  a  quaker,  to  pretend.     But^ 
do  your  people  indeed  think,  that  if  tithes  were  abo- 
lished, or  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  landlord, 
after  the  blessed  manner  in  the  Scotch  spiritual  eco- 
nomy, the  tenant  would  sit  easier  in  his  rent  under 
the  same  person,  who  must  be  lord  of  the  soil  and  of 
the  tithe  together  ? 

I  am  ready  enough  to  grant,  that  the  oppression 
of  landlords,  the  utter  ruin  of  trade,  with  its  neces- 
sary consequences,  the  want  of  money,  half  the 
revenues  of  the  kingdom  spent  abroad,  the  continued 
dearth  of  three  years,  and  the  strong  delusion  in  your 
people  by  false  allurement  from  America,  may  be 
the  chief  motives  of  their  eagerness  after  such  !an 
expedition.  But  there  is  likewise  another  tempta- 
tion,  which  is  not  of  inconsiderable  weight ;  which 
is,  their  itch  of  living  in  a  country  where  their  sect 
is  predominant,  and  where  their  eyes  and  consciences 
will  not  be  offended  by  the  stumbling-block  of  cere- 
monies, habits,  and  spiritual  titles.  But  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  that  those  calamities,  whereof  we  are 
innocent,  have  been  sufficient  to  drive  many  fami- 
lies out  of  theij  country,  who  had  no  reason  to  com- 
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plain  of  oppressive  landlords.  For,  while  I  was  last 
year  in  the  northern  parts,  a  person  of  quality, 
whose  estate  was  let  above  twenty  years  ago,  and 
then  at  a  very  reasonable  rent,  some  for  leases  of 
lives,  and  some  perpetuities,  did,  in  a  few  months, 
purchase  eleven  of  those  leases  at  a  very  inconsi- 
derable price,  although  they  were  two  y^ars  ago 
reckoned  to  pay  but  half  value.  Whence  it  is 
manifest  that  our  present  miserable  condition,  and 
the  dismal  prospect  of  worse,  with  other  reasons 
above  assigned,  are  sufficient  to  put  men  upon  try- 
ing this  desperate  experiment,  of  changing  the  scene 
they  are  in,  although  landlords  should,  by  a  miracle, 
become  less  inhuman. 

There  is  hardly  a  scheme  proposed  for  improving 
the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  which  does  not  manifest- 
ly show  the  stupidity  and  ignorance  of  the  proposer; 
and  1  laugh  with  contempt  at  those  weak  wise  heads, 
who  proceed  upon  general  maxims,  or  advise  us  to 
follow  the  examples  of  Holland  and  England.  These 
empirics  talk  by  rote,  without  understanding  the 
constitution  of  the  kingdom  :  as  if  a  physician, 
knowing  that  exercise  contributed  much  to  health, 
should  prescribe  to  his  patient  under  a  severe  fit  of 
the  gout,  to  walk  ten  miles  every  morning.  The 
directions  for  Ireljtnd  are  very  short  and  plain  ;  to 
encourage  agriculture  and  home  consumption,  and 
utterly  discard  all  importations,  which  are  not  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  health  or  life.  And  how  few 
necessaries,  conveniences,  or  even  comf9rts  of  life, 
are  denied  us  by  nature,  or  hot  to  be  attained  by  la- 
bour and  industry  !  Are  those  detestable  extrava- 
gancies of  Flanders  lace,  English  cloths  made  of  our 
own  wool,  and  other  goods,  Italian  or  Indian  silks, 
tea,  coffee,  chocolate^  china-ware,  and  that  profusion 
of  wines,  by  the  knavery  of  merchants  growing 
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dearer  every  season,  with  a  hundred  unnecessary^ 
fopperies,  better  known  to  others  than  me;  are 
these,  I  say,  fit  for  us,  any  more  than  for  the  beg- 
gar who  could  not  eat  his  veal  without  oranges  ?  la 
it  not  the  highest  indignity  to  human  nature,  that 
men  should  be  such  poltroons  as  to  suffer  the  king* 
dom  and  themselves  to  be  undone  by  the  vanity^ 
the  folly,  the  pride,  and  wantonness  of  their  wives^ 
who,  under  their  present  corruptions^  seem  to  be  a 
kind  of  animal  suffered,  for  our  sins,  to  be  sent  into 
the  worid  for  the  destruction  of  families,  societies^ 
and  kingdoms;  and  whose  wliole  study  seems  di- 
rected to  be  as  expensive-  as  they  possibly  can,  ii^ 
every  useless  article  of  living ;  who,  by  long  prac-< 
tice,  can  reconcile  the  most  pernicious  foreign  drugs 
to  their  health  and  pleasure,  provided  they  are  but 
expensive,  as  starlings  grow  fat  with  henbane ;  who 
contract  a  robustness  by  mere  piractice  of  sloth  and 
luxury ;  who  can  play  deep  several  hours  after  mid-* 
night,  sleep  beyond  noon,  revel  upon  Indian  poi-« 
sons,  and  spend  the  revenues  of  a  moderate  family 
to  adorn  a  nauseous,  unwholesome  living  carcass  ? 
Let  those  few  who  are  not  concerned  in  any  part  of 
this  accusation,  suppose  it  unsaid ;  let  the  rest  take 
it  among  them.  Gracious  God,  in  his  m^ercy,  look 
down  upon  a  nation  so  shamefully  besotted ! 

If  I  am  possess(ed  of  a  hundred  pounds  a-year, 
and  by  some  misfortune  it  sinks  to  fifty,  without  a 
possibility  of  ever  being  retrieved  ;  does  it  remain 
a  question,  in  such  an  exigency,  what  I  am  to  do? 
must  not  I  retrench  one  half  in  every  article  of  ex- 
pence  ?  or  retire  to  some  cheap,  distant  part  of  th^ 
country,  where  necessaries  are  at  half*value? 

Is  there  any  mortal  who  can  show  me,  under  the 
circumstances  we  stand  with  our  neighbours,  under 
their  inclinations  towards  us,  under  laws  never  to 
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be  repealed,  under  the  desolatioa  caused  by  absen* 
tees,  under  many  other  circumstances  not  to  be 
mentioned,  that  this  kingdom  can  ever  be  a  nation 
of  trade,  or  subsist  by  any  other  method  than  that 
of  a  reduced  family,  by  the  utmost  parsimony,  in 
the  manner  I  have  already  prescribed  ? 
.   I  am  tired  with  letters  from  many  unreasonable 
welUmeaning  people,  who  are  daily  pressing  me  to 
deliver  my  thoughts  in  this  deplorable  juncture, 
which  upon  many  others  I  have  so   often  done 
in  vain.      What  will  it  import,  that  half  a  score 
people  in  a  coffee-house  may  happen  to  read  this 
paper,  and  even  the  majority  of  those  few  differ  in 
every  sentiment  from  me  ?  If  the  farmer  be  not  al« 
lowed  to  sow  his  com ;  if  half  the  little  money  a- 
mong  us  be  sent  to  pay  rents  to  Irish  absentees,  and 
the  rest  for  foreign  luxury  and  dress  for  the  women, 
what  will  our  charitable  dispositions  avail,  when 
there  is  nothing  left  to    be  given?   when,   con- 
trary to  all  custom  and  example,  all  necessaries  <^ 
life  are  so  exorbitant;  wheh  money  of  all  kinds 
was  never  to  known  to  be  so  scarce ;  so  that  gen- 
tlemen of  no  contemptible  estates  are  forced  to  re« 
trench  in  every  article  (except  what  relates  to  their 
wives)  without  being  able  to  show  any  bounty  to 
the  poor  ? 
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11. 

ANSWER  TO  SEVERAL  LETTERS  SENT  PROM 
UNKNOWN  HANDS.     1729. 

1  AM  very  ivell  pleased  with  the  good  opinion 
you  express  of  me;  and  wish  it  were  any  way 
in  my  power  to  answer  your  expectations,  for 
the  service  of  my  country.  I  have  carefiiUy  read 
your  several  schemes  and  proposals,  which  you 
think  should  be  oJfFered  to  the  parliament.  In 
answer,  I  will  assure  yon,  that,  in  another  place, 
I  have  known  very  good  proposaLls  rejected  with 
contempt  by  public  assemblies,  merely  because 
they  were  offered  from  without  doors  $  and  yovrs 
pelrhaps  tnigbt  have  the  same  fate,  especially  if 
hatided  to  the  public  by  me,  who  am  not  acquatnt- 
€ld  with  three  members,  nor  have  the  least  interest 
with  one.  My  printers  have  been  twice  prosecut- 
ed, to  my  great  <^xpense,  on  account  of  discourses  I 
writ  for  the  public  service,  without  the  least  reflection 
-on  parties  or  persons ;  and  the  success  I  had  in  those 
of  the  Drapier,  was  tiot  owing  to  my  abilities,  but 
to  a  lucky  juncture,  when  the  ftiel  was  ready  for  the 
first  hand  that  would  be  at  the  pains  of  kindling  it. 
It  is  true,  both  those  envenomed  prosecutions  were 
the  workmanship  of  a  judge,  who  is  now  gone  to  his 
awn  place.  But,  let  that  be  as  it  will,  I  am  deter* 
mined,  henceforth,  never  to  be  the  instrument  of 
leaving  an  innocent  man  at  the  mercy  of  that  bench. 
It  is  certain  there  are  several  particulars  n»« 
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lating  to  this  kingdom  (I  have  mentioned  a  few  of 
them  in  one  of  my  Drapier's  letters)  which  it  were 
heartily  to  be  wished  that  the  parliament  would 
take  under  their  consideration,  such  as  will  no  way 
interfere  with  England,  otherwise  than  to  its  advan- 
tage. 

The  first  I  shall  mention  is  touched  at  in  a  letter 
which  I  received  from  one  of  you,  gentlemen,  about 
the  highways;  which,   indeed,  are  almost  every- 
where scandalously  neglected.     I  know  a  very  rich 
man  in  this  city,  a  triie  lover  and  saver  of  his  ngioney, 
who,  being,  possessed  of  some  adjacent  lands,  has 
been  at  great  charge  in  repairing  effectually  the 
^roads  that  lead  to  them;  and  has  assured  me,  that 
.bis  lands  are  thereby  advanced  four  or  five  shilliags 
an  acre,  by  which  he  gets  treble  interest.     But,  ge- 
nerally s{ieaking,  all  over  the  kingdom  the  roads  are 
deplorable;  and  what*  is  more  particularly  barba- 
rous, there  is  no  sort  of  provision  made  for  trafreller^s 
oa  foot;  na,  not  near  the  city,  eiicept  in  a  very/f<$w 
places, .  and  i a  a  most  w retched  manner :  ,  whi^f e^iS 
the  Eiiglish  are  so  particulajrly  careful  in  tbijs;  ^oiqt, 
that  you  may  travel  there  a  hundred. miles  with  l^sis 
incoAvenienice  than  one  mile  bere*^    But,  since  t  this 
may  be  thought  too  gre$^t  a  reformation,  I  shall  ofiJy 
speak  of  roads  for.  horses,  carriages,  and  cattle. 

Ireland  ij5,  I  think,  computed  to  be  one-thii;d 
smaller  than  England;  yet,  by^some  natural  disad^ 
Tantages,  it  would  not  not  J>^ar  quite  the  same  pro- 
portion, in  value,  with  the  same  encouragement. 
However,  it  has  so  happened,  for  many  years  past, 
that  it  never  arrived  to  above  one-eleventh  part  iu 
point  pfri(ihes;  aiid  of  late,  by  the .  continual  de- 
crease of  trade,  and  increase  of  absentees,  with  oth*^ 
circumstances  not  here  to  be  mentioned,  har4Iy  tp 
^  fifteenth  part^   at  le^st,  if  iny  calp^latipn^  b? 
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right,  which  I  doubt  are  a  little  too*  favourable  on 
our  side.'  .. 

Now,  supposing  day-labour  to  be  cheaper  by  one 
half  here  than  in  EnjJiand,  and  our  rbads,  by  the 
Aature  of  our  carriage^'  and  tlie  desolation  of  our 
ccAitttry,  to  be  riot  worn  and  beaten  above  one 
eighth  part  so  much  as  those  of  England;  which  is 
^  Terjr  Ynoderate  C6i:i^putati()n,  I  do  not  see  why  the 
mending  of  them  w6uld  be'a  greater  burden  to  this 
kingdom  than  to  that: 

'Hiere  have  been,  I  believe,  twenty  acts  of  par- 
liament, in  six  or  *even  yeftr^  of  the  late  king,  for 
ipending  long  tracts  of  impassable  ways  in  several 
couoties  of  England,'  by  erecting  turrt pikes,  and' 
receiving  ^assage-moaey  in  a  manner  that  every- 
body knows.  If  what  I  have  advanced  be  true,  it 
would  be  hard  to  give  a  reason  against  the  same 
practice  here ;  since  the  necessity  is  as  great,  the 
advantage,  in  proportion,  perhaps  much  greater, 
the  materials  of  stone  and  gravel  as  easy  to  be 
found,  and  the  workmainship  at  least  twice  sis  cheap. 
Besides  the  work  may  be  done  gradually,  with  al- 
lowances'for  the  poverty' of  the  natioti;  by  so  many 
perch  a  year;  but  with  a  special  care  to  encourage 
skill  and  diligence,  and  to  prevent  fraud  in  the  un. 
dertakers,  to  which  we  are  too  liable,  and  whi6h 
are  not  stlwavs  confined  to  those  of  the  meaner  sort ; 
but  against  theses  no  dbubt,  tlie  wisdom  "of  the  na- 
tion may  and  will  provide.  • 

Another  evil,  which,  in  my  opinion,  deserves  the 
public  care,  'is  the  ill  mslnageraent' of  the  bogs; 
the  neglect'whereof  is'  a 'Biuch  greater  mischief  to 
this  kingdbm  than  mttst  peojile  »eem  to  be  aware  of. 

It*  is 'allowed;  indeed,  by  those  who-are  esteemed 
ittost  skilful  tii  such- mat^Hs,  that  the  red,  swellings 
mofli$)(  bdg)  whereof 3we  halve  so  mainy  large  tracts, 
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in  this  island,  h  not  by  any  means  to  be  fully  re* 
duced;  but  the  skirts,  which  are  covered  with  a 
green  coat,  easily  may,  being  not  accretion,  or 
annual  growth  of  moss,  like  the  other. 

Now  the  landlords  are  generally  so  careless  as  to 
suffer  their  tenants  to  cut  tfireir  turf  in  these  skirts, 
as  well  as  the  bog  adjoined;  whereby  there  is  yearly 
lost  a  considerable  quantity  of  land  throughout  the 
kingdom,  never  to  be  recovered. 

But  this  is  not  the  greatest  part  of  the  mischief: 
for  the  main  bog,  although  perhs^s  not  redtt€U)le 
to  natural  soil,  yet,  by  continuing  large,  deep, 
straight  canals  through  the  middle,  cleaned  at  prope^ 
times  as  low  as  the  channel  or  gravel,  would  be- 
come secure  summer-pasture ;  the  margins  might, 
with  great  profit  and  ornament,  be  filled  with 
quickins,'  birch,  and  other  trees  proper  for  such  a 
soil,  and  the  canals  be  convenient  for  water-car- 
riage of  the  turf,  which  is  now  drawn  upon,  sled- 
cars  with  great  expense,  difficulty,  and  loss  of  time, 
by  reason  of  the  many  turf-pits  scattered  irregularly 
through  the  bog,  wherein  great  numbers  of  cattle 
are  yearly  drowned.  And  it  has  been,  I  confess, 
to  me  a  matter  of  the  greatest  vexation,  as  well  as 
wonder,  to  think  bow  any  landlord  could  be  so  ab« 
surd  as  to  suffer  such  havoc  to  be  made.. 

Ail  the  acts  for  encouraging  plantations  of  forest- 
trees  are,  I  am  told,  extremely  defective ;  which, 
with  great  submission,  must  have  been  owing  to  a 
defect  of  skill  in  the  contrivers  of  them.  In^  this 
climate,  by  the  continual  blowing  of  the  west-south- 
west wind,  hardly  any  tree  of  value  will  coiae  to 
perfection  that  is  not  planted  in  groves,  except  very 
rarely,  aix)  where  there  is  much  land-shelter.  I 
have  not,  indeed,  read  all  the  acts;  but  from  inquiry, 
I  cannot  learn  that  the  planting  in  groves  is  efijWf 
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ed.  And  os  the  effedta  of  4hese  laws,  I  ham  act 
seen  the  leaat,  in  many  hundred  miles  riding,  ex- 
cept about  a  very  few 'gentlemen's  houses,,  and  even 
those  with  Tery  little  skill  or  sacoess.  In .  all  the 
rest,  the  hedgies  igeneraJly  miscarry,  as  well  as  the 
larger  slender  twigs  planted  upon  the  tops  of  ditches^ 
merely  for  want  of  ooRnmon  skill  and  care. 

I  do  not  believe  that  a  greater  and  quicker  {>rofit 
could  be  made,  than  by  planting  large  groves  of  ash 
a  few  feet  asunder,  which  in  seven  years  would 
make  the  best  kind  of  hop-^poles,  and  grow  in  tho 
same  or  less  time  to  a  second  crop  lirom  their  roots. 

It  would  likewise  be  of  great  use  and  beauty  in 
our  desert  scenes,  to  oblige  cottafgers  to  plant  ash 
or  eJm  before  their  cabins,  and  round  tiheir  potatpe- 
gardens,  where  <oattle  either  do  not  or  ought  not  to 
come  to  destroy  Ibem. 

The  common  objection  against  all  thisi  drawn 
from  the  laziness,  the  perverseness,  or  thievish  dis«- 
position,  of  the  poor  native  Irish,  might  be  easily 
asnswered,  'by  showing  the  true  reasons  fot  such  ac- 
cusations, and  how  easily. €hose  'p60{>le.may  be 
brought  to  a  less  savage  manner  of  kfe;  but  my 
printers  have  already  sufiered  too  much  for  myspe- 
culations.  However,  'supposing  the  sifise  of  a  native's 
understanding  just  equal  to  that  of  a  dog  or  ahorse» 
1  have  often  seen  those  two  animals  civilised  by  re^ 
wards  at  least  as  much  as  ^y  punishments. 

It  would  be  a  noble  achievement  to  abolish  the 
Irish  language  in  this  kingdom,  so  far  at  least  as  to 
oblige  all  the  natives  to  speak  only  English  on 
every  occasion  of  business,  in  shops,  markets^  fairs» 
and  other  places  of  dealing :  yet  I  am  whoUy  de* 
ceived,  if  this  might  not  be  effectually  done  in  less 
than  haif  an  age,  and  at  a  very  trifling  expence;  for 
such.  I  look  upon  a  tax  »to  be  of  only-  six  thousand 
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pdurids  a-year,  to  accomplish  so  great  a  work. 
This- would,  in  a  ^reat  measure,  civilize  the  most 
barbarous umon^  them,- reconcile  them  to  our  cus- 
toms ctnd  manner  of  living,  and  reduce  great  num- 
bers ^o  thte' national'  religion,  whatever  kind  may 
thei*  happen  to  be-  established/  This:  method  is 
plain  and  simple ;  and  atthotrgh  I  aiti  too  despond- 
ing to  y^roduce  ity  yet  I  couTd  heartily  wish  some 
|)ublic  thoughts  were  employed  to  redbce  this  un- 
cultiv&ted  people  from  that  idle^  saviage,  beastly, 
thievish  manner  of  lifb,  in  which  they  continue  sunk 
to  such  a  degree,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a 
Country  gentleman  to' find  a  servaiit  of  human  ca- 
pacity,' or  the  least  tincture  of  natcrral  honesty,  or 
who  does  not  lite  amiang  his  own  tenants  in  conti- 
toual' fear  of  having  his  plantations  destroyed,  his 
cattle  stolen,  and  his  goods  piifef^ed. 

The  teve,  affection,  or  vanity  of  living  in  Eng- 
lalid,  continuing  to  carry  thither  so  many  wealthy 
families,  the  •  consequences  thereof,  together  with 
tltie  utter  lofes  of  all  trade,  except  what  is  detrimental, 
IVhidh' has  forced  such  great  numbers  of  weavers, 
and  dttiefsytb  seek  their  bread  in  foreign  countries ; 
the  unhappy  practice  of  stocking  such  vast  quanti- 
ties Of  lAtid  with  sheep  and  other  cattle,  which  re- 
iduces  ^w'eiity  families  to  one  i  those  events,  I  say, 
ihave  exceedingly  depopulated  this  kingdom  for  se- 
veral years  past.     I  should  heartily  wish,  therefore, 
tinder  tWs  miserable  dearth  of  money,  that  those 
who-  are  most  concerned  would  think  it  advisable  to 
save  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  a-year,  which  is 
mow  sent  out  of  this  kingdom,  to^  feed  us  with  corn. 
*Ther6   is  nOI   an   older   or  more  uncontroverted 
itiaxitef'in  the  politics  of  all  wise  natimis,  than  that 
'bf  eiii^0uii{a^1ng  agriculture :  and  therefore,  to  what 
'kihd  ^  msuom  a  practice  iso  direclly  contrary 


TROM  tTNKKOWK  PERSONS. 


$9S 


among  us  may  be  reduced,  I  am  by  no  means  a 
judge.  If  labour  and  people  make  the  true  riches 
of  a  nation,  what  must  be  the  issue  where  one  part 
of  the  people  are  forced  away,  and  the  other  have 
nothing  to  do  ?    .       .  x 

If  it  should  be  'thought  proper  by  wiser  heads, 
that  his  majesty  might  b<^  applied  to  in  a  national 
way,  for  giving  the  kingdom  leave  to  coin  half- 
p^ilce  for  its  own  use^  I  bielieVe  no  good  silbject 
will  be  under  the  least  apprehension  that  such  a  re- 
quest could  meet  with  refusal,  or  the  least  delay. 
Perhaps  we  are  the  only  kingdom  upon  earth,  or 
that  ever  was  or  will  be  upon,  earth,  which  did  npt 
ienjoy  that  common  rfght  of  civil  society,  under  the 
proper  inspection  of  its  prince  or  legislature^  to  coin 
money  of  all  usual  metals  for  its  own  occasion. 
Every  petty  prince  in  Germany,  vassal  to  the  em- 
PfBror,  enjoys  this  privilege.  And  I  have  seen  in 
this  kingdom  several  silver  pieces,  with  the  i^sQrip- 

tion    of    CIVITAS     WATfiRFORD^     DROGHSDAGH,     and 

other  towns. 
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TWO  LETTERS 

TO  Tkfi 

OF  THEBUBMN  WEEKLY  JOl^NAL. 


{The  following  tracts,  the  humour  and  tendency  of  which  seem 
to  ascertain  their  anthehticft^^  ^re  now  for  the  first  ttineie- 
oeived  inrto  a  oollectlon  of  Swift's  works.  Several  of  the  Dean's 
lighter  pieces  and  Torses,  as  also  three  letters  on  the  snbject  of 
Irish  coals,  appear  in  the  paper  from  which  the  following  fup* 
tire  pieces  hare  been  extracted.  The  Parallel  between  a  poem 
and  a  house,  resembles,  in'all  respects,  the  poem  on  Vadbui'gli's 
iionse.    Vol.  XIV.  ip.  76.] 


Saturday,  September  14i»  1728* 
To  the  Publisher  of  the  Dublin  Weekly  Journal. 

Nemo  in  sese  tentat  descendere. 

FSBS. 

SlR« 

I  SAT  down  the  other  day  to  take  myself  into  con- 
sideration, thinking  it  an  odd  thing  that  I  should 
cast  my  eyes  so  much  abroad  to  make  discoveries  of 
other  people,  and  should  never  care  or  bethink  what 
I  myself  was  doing  at  home.  Upon  inquiry,  I  found 
self^rejlection  to  be  a  very  disagreeable  thing.    1 
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was  ev6r  very  well  with  myself  upon  the  whole  j 
bat  when  I  come  to  this  piece*  work,  I  saw  so  many 
ftolts  and  flavirs,  so  many  things  wantingy  and  so 
many  to  be  mended,  that  1  did  not  know  where  to 
begin,  or  what  to  say,  bat  grew  prodigiously  sick  of 
the  subject:  in  fine,  I  became  thoroughly  chagrined' 
and  out  of  humour,  till,  after  much  musing,  I  most 
manfully  came  to  a  conclusion,  and  so  softened  up 
my  long  run  of  questions  and  answers  into  this* 
issue.  Well !  I  care  not  though*  I  ha'nt  ten  thou* 
sand  per  annum  ;  yet  I  am  a  projector,  and  expect 
twice  this  sum  very  soon.  Well !  What  if  I  an't  a 
ft  liiinister  of  state  ?  I  am  a  poet ;  and  strait  to  p'en^ 
ink,  and  paper,  I  betook  me ;  and  with  these  two 
single  considerationsi  I  outlradanced  the  whole  posse 
of  articles  that  weighed  just  How  against  me.  I 
laid  the  foundation  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  poems> 
odes,  satires,  and  ballads;  I  compared  poetry  and 
building  together,  as  you  will  see  it  done  in  my 
parallel  in  this  paper.  I  went  on  in  the  manner 
immecHately  following,  and  drew  out  the  proposals 
hereafter  specified  for  raising  L.  54,674,  ISs.  in  two 
years :  I  gi^w>  well  with  myself  in  half  an  hour,  was 
as  rich  as  a  Jew,  and  a»  great  as  a  lord.  I  despised' 
every  body  that  could  not  write  and  make  songs ;  'I 
put  on  my  best  wig,  coat,  and  best  laced  shirt,  and 
away  I  went  to.Lucds's  to  laugh  at  all  the  prig  pup- 
pies that  could  not  speak  l^aniah. 

Before  I  cai):^.  to  this  dernier,  (amongst  a  million) 
l  remember,  the  kw  following  obsenrations  occurred 
ta  me  :  As. that  a  poet  and  projector  are  very  near  a< 
l^in ;  the  same  fire  and .  spirit,  the  same  invention, 
penetration^  ajid,lbrecast.  beiaig  required  to  frame  a» 
prc3Ject  and  a  poem,  specially  projects  of  architec- 
ture and  building  ;  to  both  which  1  shall  speak,  and 
«how  ^^ifi.nfias  rttembknce  by  i^  by.    For  in- 


sU^Cje,,  yoii,  musty  bdth  in  poetry  and  projects,  first 
lay  youp  plan  and  ground-'work ;  one. part  must  pre-^ 
cedeaqd.draw  on,  and  answer  another;  you  must  not: 
only;  frame  the  main  body,  and  shell  or  bull  in  one^ 
and  the  drama  or  design  in  the. other  ;  but  you  must 
contrive  pas^ages^  wings^  out-faouaes»  colonnades^ 
porphqs,  &c.  which  in.  poetry  answer  proemiums, 
digressions,  parentheses,  episodes^  incidents,  pero- 
rations,, ponchisions,  prefaces  and  indexes:  Then 
the  fi^bleof  a  poem^  or  the  ground- work ,  of  a  pro- 
ject, must  be  equally  probable,  not  too  much  ex- 
ceeding; life,  taken  from  nature,  or  something  very 
like  nature.  In  the  execution  of .  both,  you  must 
grow  from  chaos  and  darkness,  to  the  little  glimmer- 
ings of  existence  first,  and  then*  proceed  to  more 
lightsome  appearances  afterwards,  keeping  alwajrs 
the  tip-top  splendour  and  sublime  in  view^bcing 
very  confident  of.  the.  success  of  the  undertaking, 
sparing  no  pains,  nor  money  if  you  have  it,  to  push 
tlie  performance ;  cursingt  the  diffid^ice  and  impa- 
tience, of  a  certain  sort  of  people,  of  the:  quiet  cast  of 
ipind,  never  being  discouraged  at  any  unkind  muse 
QV  cross-grained  deity  thai  obstructs ;  the  puUulatioa 
of  the  durum  vegetatumm,  or  who  willvnot  yet  suf- 
fer the  poem  to  become  correct  and  complete  5  so 
that  one  may  immediately,  say  of  the  author, 

Os  populi  meruisse,  et  cedro  digna  ioeutam» 

And  if  at  last  the  project  miscarries,  and  the  poem 
bedamned,  you  are  to  curse  fortui^e,  am)  damn  ataste- 
tess,  unbelieving  world j  you  are  to  dribk  alwttle  of 
port  after  a  quart  of  porter,  and  to  begin  a  new 
design  next  morning,  ttsic^  in  eirculo  ad  in/iniiunh 
till  fame  and  fortune  court  you,  or  till  you  are  philo- 
sopher enough  to  despise  them,  which  is  all  one», 
^d  then  die ;  but  be  sure  you  :n0rer  forgive  the 

s^seless  and  ungraljefui  town,  ^foifiatum  4se^ 

10 
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Now>  before  I  proceed,  I  must  declarfe'  that  t 
pique  myself  mightily  upon  the  laudable  profes- 
sions which  I  treat  of ;  and  I  do  freely  acknowledge 
and  own,  however  the  severe  sort  may  sneer  at  me 
for  it,  that  I  find  more  selfK^omplaoency  and*  joy  of 
mind  from  my  professioiis  of  poetry  and^pro^ect-* 
hunting,  than  from  my  knighthood^though  it  be  the 
very  mirror  and  glory  of  all  knighthood,  thantfrotn^ 
my  learning,  my  birth,  my  little-  fortune  arfd  skitt 
in  dress,  or  my  making  love,  or  from  any  other  ad- 
vantage of  mine  over  the  heid  ofknen;  and  to  cut; 
down  the  cool  ones  all  at  once,  I  hereby  loudly  af- 
firm, that  the  joy  of  mind  arising  from  one*s  being 
conscious  that  he  is>  a  poet,,  exceeds  all  other  advan- 
tages of  mind,  body,  and  fortune  whatever.:     >{!  If 

In  short  I'll  out  with  the  secret :-— Depefl4  on^ 
gentlemen,  that  poetry  is  m^at,  driijk,  clptb?«,iii?a^- 
ing,  and  lodging,  and  I  know  it.  Apd.I^ appeal  for 
the  truth  on't  to  every  hackney  8Lutbor, -in  pro^e  asi 
well  as  verse,  in  town.  You'll  allow^  I  believe.,  bM 
happiness  to  coi^sist  in.  imagination,  that  is/  i^,  p^eii's 
way  of  thinking  th^emselves  to  be  happy  orrDOt;  credc 
quod  habeSi  et  h^bes.  Nq,w,  I  hope  there  ii^  nobody 
that  will  dispute  the  right  of  imagination  with  a. 
poet,  £rg-o-^ou  whijch  foundation,  1  neyer  f^il  to 
argue  thus  with  myself:  My.  lord. has  disapp<wnted. 
me,  true  ;  d*-— n  him,  I  have  more  sense  than  he,;,  he 
can't  take  my  wit  and  my.  pen  from  me,  and  good 
sense  and  wit  are  a  fortune  iat;  all  times.  What  though, 
lie  makes  me  hate  him  for  a  thousand  reasons,  h^ 
shan't,  he  can't  put  me  out  of  conceit  with  myself-— 
d — n  him,  I  made  t\vx)  lines  to  day  of  more  wortb 
and  value  than  him,  and  hiS|  and  all  that  belpci^  to 
him. 

Sed  Vatem  egregium  I  Qm  non  sit  publica  venft^f 
Qtti  nihil expositum  soleat  dc^uc^re,  ii«c  qui. 


/ 
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Uammmilfesht  carmen  friThle  man»tk  l 

Hunc !  Qualem  nequeo  moastrace,  et  sentio  tantiini. 

Excellent,  by  my  s^-^1.  Seniia  tantum  /  and  so,  hang 
your  lords  and  squires^yourooacbes  and  e<)uipages* 
Ad  incubatunt.  Sir  James;  fear  not  th& liniis  to* 
bar  et  mora  /  write,  qtwd  demorsos  sapU  ungues^  and 
then  yoai  are  happy,  yon  are  rich ;  Apollo's  your 
ptf  ron,  and  the  muses,  and  the  fawns,  and  old  SiU* 
rmis^  et  Bacchus  Pater  i  will  crown  you  with  joy,  and 
youf^  head  will  nev^erache,  and  your  belly  will  never 
ccoak  with  the;  colic.  Consider  this  you  wise  ones, 
and  believe  it  to  be  true  : 

Bkcchui^  in  remotis  carmina  rupibus, 
Vidi  docentera,  credite  posterii 

Believe  me  I  say,  and  consider  what  follows  as  a 
proof  of  it. 

If  about  three  I  find  the  company  slink  off,  and 
that  I  am  left  alon^  in  the  green,  I  retire  to  a  bench, 
where  I  pull  out  Virgil,  and  read  the  description  of 
Elysium  till  five,  contemplating  how  the  shades 
are  entertained  below  with  philosophy,  and  how 
they  live  on  pure  ether,  amidst  groves  and  rivulets ; 
this  done,  I  pay  a  visit  to  my  lady— drink  green- 
tea,  and  to  prevent  the  too  searching  quality  of  that 
piercing  fluid,  I  call  for  a  thin  slice  or  two  of  bread 
and  butter,  and  then  think  ho  more  of  dinner  than 
dulness ;  dinner's  over  for  that  day:  If  at  night  I 
am  deserted  the  same  way,  at  the  plajrhpuse  or  Lu- 
cas's, I  retire  ;  solitude  is  the  blessedest  state  in  the 
world  5  who  would  bear  the  noise  and  impertinency 
.of  fops  and  fools?  So  I  read  a  little  philosophy  first, 
then  some  poetry,  or  a  little  Spanish  prose,  and  ne- 
ver awake  out  of  my  studies  till  all  the  house  is  a- 
sleep ;  and  then  it's  too  late  to  think  of  sending  to 
the  cook's,  or  going  to  a  tavern,  andso  truly  I  e'en  go 
to  bed.  I  am  a  perfect  master  of  the  art  of  sleeping^ 


and  take  it  to  be  a  very  nourishing  thing.  If  I  am 
served  the  same  way  the  second  day,  I  amuse  my 
bowels  with  my  own  works,  for  which,  I  own,  I  ne- 
ver do  want  bowels.  If  the  sun  shines  not  more  fa- 
vourable the  third  day,  I  write ;  invention  takes  off 

all  atteptiof)  to  every  thing^bul!it$etf)Wh|eQr  117  l>i^in 
is  full,  my  belly  is  never  empty ;  nor  do  I  care  who 

dines  or  sups,  if  I  make  and  like  my  own  verses : 

By  wanting  provisions  that  day,  I  generally  provide 

for  many  days,  in  some  epistle  or  dedication,  and 

mity^e^l  halre  provided  that,  as  I  shall  live  well,  so 

I  shall  never  die ;  and,  that  night  I  dream  of  whole 

markets  of  meat,  and  whole  rivers  of  wine. 

N.  B.  A  little  breads .  ale^  imd  pofter^  ^  must  be 
supposed  each  day  in  some  lucid  interval. 

The  brain  being  drainedy^-^on  the  fourth  dsty  I  be- 
gin to  have  some  little  compassion  for  my  virtuous 
and  forbearing  guts :  Hang  it,  sp.ys  I^  one  cannot 
study  arid  labour  always — I  will  e'en  go  and  divert 
my  lord— he'll  rejoice  to  see  me— 'I'll  say  my  best 
things — so — "  sans  ceremony,  my  lord,  I  k^JOW  the 
beaux,  esprits  are  alwayg  at  home  willi  y6ur  lord- 
sfaip-^I'gad,  I  am  in  the  best  humotir  in  the  world, 
my  lofd-*-my  spirits  are*  all  up,  my  lord*— I  have  fi- 
niflh'd  an  inoomparable  pii^ce,  my  lord-^-^^and  I  don't 
know  any  body,  my  lord,  that  relishes,  and  therefore 
deserves  to  have  good  things  said  to  him  more  than 
your  lordship,  my  tordj*'— so,  down  I  sit,  and  eat 
and  drink  like  a  devil: 

But,  pray  excuse  me  gentlemen  fdr  this  digres- 
sion; digression  seems  to  be  the  very  life  and  soul 
of  writing,  and  therefore  I  here  present  you  with 
the  Parallel  1  promised  you  just  now,  between  a 
book  and  a  bouse,  andj  between  building,  project- 
ing, and  writing. 

t^ou  vir.  CO 
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TWO  LETTERS  OF  A  PROJECTOR. 


Satanbf ,  SeptamlMr  31, 17S8. 

TOtHfc 

PUBLISHER  OF  THE  DUBUN  WEEKLY  JOtlRNAL. 

Nemo  in  sese  tentAt  descendere. 

'  Pers. 


CONTIl^UAtlON  OF  THE  FORMER.  .. 

In  my  last  I  promised  you  a  parallel  between  a 
book  and  a  house,  and  between  building,  project- 
ing, and  writing.  As  also,  a  proposal  for  raising 
a  sum  not  exceeding  L.  54,674,  12s.  in  two  years. 
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THE  PARALLEL.  .     > . 

Cover  of  the  book — ^top  of  the  hous$.  Blank 
leaves — ^avenue.  Half  title-page — court*yard  and 
wall.  Whole  title-page — front  of  the  house.  .De- 
dication— ^porter,  who  tells  lies,  and  flatters  all  day 
long,  for  the  good  of  the  family,  but ,  to  the  utter 
abuse  of  the  person  he  speaks  to.  Preface — ^hall^ 
wherein  are;  contained  guns,  pikes,  and  bows,  for  the 
defence  of  the  premises.  Contents— the  mistress 
0f  the  family*    Introduction — the  stair-case.    Bulk 
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of  the  book — ^the  master  of  the  hoase  and  furniture. 
Oroaments-^trophies,  figures^  similies,  &c.  ladeX' 
4-4he  house  of  office. 

I  fnight  go  on  and  shew,  how  particular  sorts  of 
tirrtting  resemble  particular  sorts  of  building,  and  that 
an  epic  poein  is  like  a  palace,  and  the  panegyric  ita^ 
painted  walls:  That  school  divinity  is  like  a  church, 
where  the  terms  of  art,  like  the  seats  and  pulpit,  lie 
always  in  the  same  situation,  and  may  be  made  use 
on  very  aptly  to  different  purposes,  according  to 
the  present  possessors  and  occupiers,  and  serve  the 
end  of  the  heterodox  at  one  time  and  orthodo^x  at 
another :  That  the  law  is  like  our  ancestors*  woodea 
houses,  with  wooden  furniture,  where  you  are  con- 
tinually offended  with  knots  and  hurt  with  flaws, 
and  are  very  often  fired  out  of  all  you  have :  That 
mathematics  resemble  a  well-built  arch;  logic  a 
castle;  and  romance^,  castles  in  the  air :  Divinity  is 
like  St  Paul's  church  at  London,  that  will  never  be 
finished,  nor  be  liked  by  every  body,  and  that  will 
be  always  decaying,  repairing,  and  mending:  So- 
phistry is  a  dark  entry,  and  irony  a  vault ;  digres- 
sion a  drawing-room,  history  a  gallery,  essays  a 
dining-room,  and  sermons  a  bed-chamber:  Poetry 
may  be  compared  to  Gresham  college,  where  there 
is  a  variety  of  gewgaws  and  rarities,  which  when  you 
have  seen  you  come  away,  but  are  neither  the  bet- 
ter, wiser,  or  richer  for  them. 

There  are  many  pieces  of  writing  like  one  famous 
building  in  this  city.  Heraldry  is  bedlam  ;  Church 
controversy,  bedlam;  Law  terms  of  art,  bedlam. 
Physic-terms,  bedlam ;  Journals,  bedlam ;  Ad- 
vertisements, bedlam.  Modern  political  tracts,  bed- 
lam. I  might,  I  say,  pursue  this  subject,  had  I  a 
mind,  and  shew  that  the  Chillingwortli  and  Hoad- 
leian  style  and  writings  are  the  true  $md  ancient  Tus* 
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cdii  dialects,  simple,  well-concerted,  and  pat  toge* 
ther ;  beautiful  enough,  and  what  will  last  as  long 
as  the  sun  shines  by  means  of  their  proportion;  and 
that  they  who  write  in  defence  of  impositions  and 
constraint  of  opinions,  raise  their  worth  in  the  right 
Gothic  order,  far  remote  from  the  ancient  propor- 
tions and  ornaments  of  buildings,  with  a  pillar  here 
of  a  vast  massy  form,  and  there  another  as  slender 
as  a  pole,  having  capitals  without  any  certain  di« 
mensians,  and  carved  with  thorny  leaves  of  thistles^ 
coleworts,  and  bear's-foot;  so  that  to  see  *em  or 
touch  'em  offends  you;  but  the  comfort  is,  they 
Will  not  last  long. 

I  might  go  through  the  Doric,  the  Ionic,  the  Co- 
rinthian, the  Composite,  and  add  the  Attic  order  also, 
and  'shew  you  the  several  authors  and  their  writings 
that  have  resemblance  to  them ;  but  I  am  not  in- 
clined to  do  it  at  this  time,  nor  to  shew  you  the  re^ 
l^emblance  that  several  styles  and  kind  of  writing 
have    to    the    inside    and  furniture  of  buildings^ 
whether  palaces,  private  houses,  lodges,  or  public 
buildings ;  as,  that  history  puts  one  in  mind  of  the 
house-keeper  and  nurse,  and  sometimes  the  good- 
woman  of  the  house ;  that  poetry  is  the  china-ware, 
ethics,  the  looking-glasJies  5  common-place  books^ 
p^ — g-p-^s;  commentaries^  candles  in  dark  lanterns, 
which  neither  see  themselves,  nor  let  any  thing  else 
be  seen  :  that  an  epic  poem  is  a  feast ;  translations, 
hashes ;  miscellanies,  olios  ;  that  odes  are  ti^rts  and 
cheese-cakes;  dedications,  whip  syllabubs;  ^istles, 
pot-lucks  lampoons,  table-talk;  satires,  tea-tables; 
and  polyanthuses,  chamber-maids,  that  do  all  the  bu- 
siness of  the  house;— rand  a  thousand  more,  which 
some  titne  Or  other  I  will  record  in  this  my  never- 
dying  registry ;  instead  of  which^  for  the  present, 
take  what  followls.  . 
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A   lifST  OV  MY   PROPOSALS    FOR  RAISING   A    SUM   NOT 
EXCEEDING  L. 54,674,    14s.  IN  TWO  YEARS. 

9 

For  my  new  comedy  this  winter, 
The  first  third  night,  L.  500     0    0 

The  second  third  night,  ,  150     0     0 

The  third  third  night,  .  150    0    0 

From  the  printer,         .  .  105     0    p 

For  the  dedication,  .  .  105     G    O 

Ditto  for  my  tragedy  next  winter,       10 10    0    0 
For  my  two  farces  each  winter;,  100    0    0 

In  fame  for  them,  placed  to  ac- 
count as  value  received,  •         .    5000     0    0 
For  fifty-two  papers  to  be  sent,  as 

the  humour  bites,  to  the  printer, 

once  a  fortnight,  .  .  .  54    0    0 

For  casual  pamphlets,  at  a  mo* 

derate  computation,  from  the  book- 
sellers, .  •  -  •  100  0  O 
From  the  government  for  ditto  800  0  0 
From  ditto  in  fame,  .  .  100  0  0 
For  answering  Mist's  Journal,  8Q0  0  0 
For  panegyrics  on  four  certain 

lords,  .  •   .  .  ^00    0    jO 

«    For  casual  odes^  familiar  epistles, 

lampoons,  satires,  dedications,  loose 

letters  eau^  verses,  anagrams,  mottos 

for  rings  and  sign-po^ts,    stating 

cases,  drawing  petitions,  translating, 

jcorrecting,  giving  hints,  lending  a 

tbought,'.allering  sentences,  adding 

paragraphs,  9*nd  innumerable  deles, 

modestly  speaking,  .  .  500    0    0 

Hush-money  of  several  sorts,  200    0    0 

Carried  forward,    L.8674    0    0 
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Brought  over,    L.8674    0   0 

For  a  scheme  to  prevent  running 
of  goods,  .  .  •  4000    0    0 

From  the  government  for  ways 
and  means  for  two  years  .  10,000    0    0 

From  the  owner  of  the  lamps,  for . 
lessening  their  number,  by  invent- 
ing one  large  one,  which,  set  on  a 
pole  thirty  feet  high,  in  the  middle, 
Shall  enlighten  every  the  least  part 
of  the  largest  street  in  town,  so  that 
one  may  read  Greek  by  it,  and  by 
inventing  an  asbestenous  phosphor 
to  save  the  expense  of  oil,  men's 
labour,  &c.  which  phosphor  may 
remain  in  the  lamp  without  being  ^ 

tempered  or  attended,  as  long  as  the 
lamp  holds  together;  and  which 
lamps,'  therefore,  need  never  be  re-^ 
indved  j  and  which  phosphor,  like 
the  stars,  will  always  shine  when 
the  sun  disappears ;  for  this  inven- 
tion, L.SOO  per  annum  for  ever, 
which,  at  30  years  purchase,  comes 
to  •  .  .  6000    0   0 

For  inventing  the  perpetual  mo- 
tion  .  .  5000    0   0 

For    discovering    the    sequator* 
stone,  which  points  the  needle  east 
and  west  .  .  •        20,000    0   0 

InaU  L.  54,674  18   0 

IMPERFECT  PROJECTS, 

To  makis  salt  water  fresh. 
To  secure  ships  from  sinking. 
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To  restore  Roman  eloquence,  and  love  of  our 
country. 

To  convert  pagans. 

To  make  all  Christians  of  one  mind. 

To  revive  masquerades. 

To  calculate  nativities. 

To  break  Hawkins  and  his  agents,  by  abolish* 
ing  the  several  corporations  of  beggars^  whores^ 
pick-pockets,  and  rapparees. 

To  prevent  wrinkles  in  any  part  of  the  body  or 
the  face. 

To  prevent  both  sexes  from  ever  being  old 
women. 

A  preservative  against  the  involuntary  loss  of  a 
maidenhead. 

But  pray  excuse  haste.  Gentlemen,  you  shall  soon 
he^.r  from  me  more  fully  on  all  these  subjects.  In 
tbe  mean  time,  I  i^n,  Sir, 

Your  mos^  humble  servant, 

W.B, 


s. 
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LETTERS  UPON  THE  USE  OF  IRISH  COAL 


[The  following  three  letters  are  extracted  from  th^  Dal)lin.  W«A- 
.  ly  Jonmaly  a  paper  in  whioh  Swift's  fugitive  pieces  sometimes 
appeared.  They  were  written  to  press  nppn  the  Irish  people 
the  advantage  of  supplying  themselTes  with  fnel  from  their  own 
mines,  a  point  which  Swift  had  greatly  at  heart,  and  which  he  of- 
ten touches  upon  in  his  other  tracts  intended  for  theimproveincot 
of  Ireland.  The  two  first  letters  bear  the  welUknown  initials 
of  M,  B.,  and  in  the  third,  these  letters,  and  the  experiraents 
which  they  announce,  are  directly  ascribed  to  the  Drapier,  a 
liberty  which  none  durst  at  that  time  have  assumed  without 
due  authority.  The  composition,  thougli  very  careless,  and 
still  motfe  defaced  by  typographical  blunders,  retains  strong 
loarkB  of  the  Dean's  peculiar  style.  The  letters  are  for  the  first 
time  collected  with  his  worksj 


Saturday,  August  9. 1729* 

TO  THE  PUBLISHER  OF  THE  DUBLIN  WEEKLY 

JOURNAL. 


Who  is  so  blind  as  he- 


That  can but  will  not  see. 


Sir, 
As  1  take  the  following  case  to  be  of  service  to  the 
kingdom  in  general^  as  well  as  this  city  in  particu- 
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lar,  I  look  u|k>ii  it  as  a  doty  incumbent  on  you  to 
publish  it  in  your  paper.  I  shall  make  no  other 
apology,  but  subscrrbe  myself  a  dear  friend  to  my 
country,  and 

Your's,  &c. 

S.  D.  H. 


To  all  the  Housekeepers  qfth^  City  of  Dublin:  The  Case  of 
many  thousand  poor  Inhabitants  oj  this  City :  In  a  Letter 
to  a  ^oery,  worthy  Member  of  Parliament^  ^. 

Bttblin,  August  4.  17^. 

HAviitia  sohie  time  ago  laid  before  your  hou$^  the 
case  of  many  thousand  poor  families  and  house^ 
keepers  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  concerning  the  ex- 
travagant rates  of  coals  in  this  city,  and  meeting 
with  some  success^  makes  me  now  reassume  this 
second  trouble,  which  none  but  those  who  were  eye- 
witnesses to  the  lamentable  state  and  condition  of 
the  poor^  all  this  last  hard  winter,  can  give  an  ex- 
act account  of.  In  a  word,  the  general  cry  through- 
out this  city  was  cold  and  hunger. 

Looking  back  into  the  journals  of  your  House 
last  session,  and  the  state  of  the  accounts,  I  find  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  (no  less  than  four  thou-* 
sand  pounds]  allowed  for  the  encouragement  of  Irish 
coals,  i.  e.  for  laying  in  a  sufficient  stock  of  our  own 
coals  to  lower  the  extravagant  price  of  the  White- 
haven coal,  &c.  which  coal  was  no  less  than  30s. 
per  ton  this  la^t  winter,  when  the  Irish  coals  (if  any 
could  have  been  spared  or  kept  in  stock  till  winter), 
by  our  new  company  of  adventurers,  were  sold  at 
I4s.  and  15s.  per  ton.    ' 
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The  mismanagement  thereof,  the  misapplication 
of  that  fund,  the  disadvantageous  hazardous  situa* 
lion  of  this  new  projected  port,  the  embezzlement 
of  both  the  money  and  coals,  I  shall  treat  of  in  a 
more  particular  manner  hereafter. 

When  the  city  was  starving  all  the  last  winter  for 

want  of  coals,  there  was  not  one  barrel  of  Irish  coal 

to  be  had  at  any  rate ;  and,  for  want  of  a  stocky  the 

*  Whitehaven  colliers  imposed  up^pn  us  what  rates 

they  pleased. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  all,  or  a  great  part  of 
the  Irish  coals  imported,  and  to  be  laid  up  for  the 
winter  season,  was  sold  out  in  summer  to  the  bar- 
racks, the  custom-house,  i^nd  the  glass-house. 

The  barracks.— The  computation,  at  so  many 
bushels  of  coal  to  a  room,  according  to  the  consump- 
tion and  lasting  of  Whitehaven  coal,  which  wa? 
near  one-third  less  to  the  poor  soldier  in  his  firing, 
and  the  slack  useless. 

The  custom-house. — The  commissioners  and  offi- 
ce*rs  having  s^  hank  upon  the  Whitehaven  owners, 
they  dare  not  impose  upon  them  in  the  price  of 
their  coals,  so  that  they  might  have  been  spared  in 
selling  out  of  the  public  stock,  for  the  commission- 
ers ^ould  have  been  content  to  have  a  stock  left  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  in  winter;  but  in  this,  asia 
all  other  cases,  the  public  and  the  poor  are  always 
the  last  to  be  served. 

As  I  conceive  such  a  stock  ought  not  to  be  de- 
livered out  till  the  height  of  winter,  and  to  be  sold 
out  in  small  parcels,  as  half  a  barrel,  or  barrel  at 
roost,  at  any  one  time,  still  to  keep  a  stock  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  and  to  keep  down  any  exaction, 
or  exorbitant  price,  laid  upon  coals. 

As  to  the  glass-house,  The  undertakers  in  the  one, 
and  the  adventurers  in  the  other,  are  most  of  them 
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joined  in  company,  and  these  coals  consumed  in 
blowing  bottles. 

*    A  new  experiment  injinding  the  Vacuum* 

These  bottle- makers,  like  the  children,  play  with 
soap  and  water,  blowing  np  bottles  in  a  sun-shine 
day,makes  various  fine  colours  while  it  lasts, and,  like 
their  pots  hitherto,  both  prove  alike  to  be — a  bubble. 

I  am  no  way  for  discouraging  the  design,  though, 
as  yet,  it  has  proved  all  in  vain,  but 'entirely  against 
lessening  the  stock  (designed  so  to  be  reserved  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  &c.)  upon  any  account  what- 
ever. 

And  I  find  the  glass-house  too  near  to  the  coal-yard 
and  to  the  city.  As  to  the  latter,  I  remember  two 
dreadful  fires,  occasioned  by  glass-houses  within 
this  city. 

Now  that  I  am  upon  this  subject  of  fire  and 
smoke,  T  must  mention  that  quarter  of  the  town, 
-where  I  have  seen  such  a  train  of  coaches,  the 
ladies  taking  atour  to  the  Strand,  and  all  this  gaiety 
at  once  eclipsed  (like  the  chariot  of  the  sun)  by  a 
dark  thick  cloud  of  smoke.  This  glass-house  has 
been  complained  of  as  an  exceeding  great  nuisance 
in  that  neighbourhood,  and  by  the  several  inhabi- 
tants thereabouts;  but  as  the  design  is  good,  let 
them  try  their  hand  once  more,  until  'tis  brought 
to  some  perfection,  and  when  once  a  right  method 
is  found,  it  will  be  encouragement  to  proceed  fur- 
ther therein,  and  carry  on  the  work  in  some  remote 
part  of  the  town. 

As  to  the  keeping  a  Stock  of  Coals. 
One  objection  to  our  Irish  coal,  if  kept  for  any 
time,  is,  that  the  sulphureous  matter  of  the  coal 
(when  dug  up  and  torn  out  of  its  natural  bed)  eva- 
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piorates  or  exhales  by  the  sun  and  air,  and  natural 
causes  are  offered;  but  we  know  that  a  coal,  though 
it  may  lose  some  of  the  outward,  whether  sulphu- 
reous or  bituminous,  matter,  yet  the  inside  of  the 
coal  cannot  be  penetrated,  or  made  worse  either  by 
the  $ua»  air,  water,  or  any  cause  whatsoever,  in  Qoe 
season  or  two. 

And  how  easy  is  all  this  remedied  at  a  little  ex- 
pence,  when  a  thousand  of  furzes,  with  a  little  dirty 
stable  litter  on  it,  will  cover  twenty  thousand  toos  of 
coals. 

And  the  same  furzes  may  be  made  use  of  again,  as 
you  break  into  the  body  and  bulk  of  your  stock  of 
coals,  with  little  or  no  cost. 

I  come  now  to  lay  before  you  the  great  advan- 
tage of  a  coal  that  we  have  within,  ourselves,  in  our 
own  province,  that  exceeds  any  other  coal  whatso- 
ever, that  is,  the  Kilkenny  coal.  I  appeal  to  all 
those  that  make  use  of  that  coal,  and  to  all  such  as 
ever  have  been  in  that  country,  for  a  just  report. 

What  will  neighbouring  nations,  what  will  pos- 
terity say  of  us,  that  for  so  great  a  series  of  time  as 
these  collieries  have  been  found  out,  the  use 
of  so  great  a  blessing  as  this  is  should  hav«  beep 
so  long  neglected  ;  they  may  truly  say,  an  igno- 
rant, indolent,  cursed,  slothful  people : — ^As,  when 
we  find  a  good  mine,  we  don't  know  how  to  naake 
use  of  it« 

Nature  affords  us  navigable  rivers  near  these  col- 
lieries, the  Barrow,  upper  and  low^r,  which  &IJ^ 
into  Ross,  Waterford,  and  other  ports ;  And  when 
once  our  neighbouring  kingdom  can  get  a  trial, 
finding  the  value  of  this  coal  for  several  uses,  they 
will  be  glad,  at  any  rate,  to  purchase  that  which 
we  ourselves  have  foolishly  neglected  so  long  a  U8W« 
-What  hardships  have  we  undergoxiel    What  im- 
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m^ise  sums  ha^m  been  taken  out  of  this  kingdom  t 
laid  out  for  a  much  worse  coal;  the  valae  so  much 
inferior  to  this  of  the  Kilkenny,  that  there  is  no  man* 
her  of  comparison  in  goodness,  for  heat  and  dura- 
tion. 

This  is  the  great  article  in*  draining  the  money 
out  of  the  kin^om,  without*  any  the  least  return  : 
This  it  is  (that  niakes  silver  so" scarce ;  these  colliers 
taking  no  other  money  o^^^  but  that  specie  alone. 
It  is  objected  the  difficulty  in  lighting  this  coal : 
Do  the  peiople  in  that  country  make  any  difficulty  in 
lighting  their  fires  ?  and  is  turf  so  scarce  here,  that 
you  will  want  a  fire,  for  want  of  turf  to  light  it  ? 
Time  and  experience  will  tell  the  contrary. 

In  order  to  make  your  fire  bum  bright  and  clear, 
'tis  BO  more  than  to  add  a  bar  or  two  to  the  bottom 
of  your  grate,  to  give  it  more  air,  and  you  may 
have  a  constant  lasting  good  fire,  once  you  are  ac* 
customed  to  it,  it  will  answer  all  the  ends  you  pro^- 
pose. 

As  to  any  suffocating  smell  in  this  coal,  and  mak- 
ing people  drowsy,  those  that  are  conversant  with 
it  deny  the  assertion,  and  say,  it  is  the  violent  heat  in 
this,  more  than  in  any  other  •  coal,  which  may  be 
very  easily  qualified  : 

And  a  little  turf,  or  any  sihall  quantity  of  coal 
nsixt  with  it,  removes  all  objections  that  can  be 
made ;  as,  the  old  saying,  w«  are  still  more  nice  than 
wise. 

Are  there  any  people  in  this  kingdom  so  free 
from  asthmas  as  in  thecoutlty  of  Kilkenny :  Not  on- 
ly the  inhabitants,  but  all  others  that  resort  thither 
can  testify,  and  much  it  is  owing  to  their  fire,  free 
from  smoke.  The  constant  thick  clouds  of  smoke 
that  hang  ^Aser  Dublin  are  so  nauseous,  the  air  so 
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comipted,  that  the  smell  of  the  smoke  is  perceptible 
ssome  miles  off«  insoraach,  that  few  or  done  ever  es- 
cape without  some  disorder.  •  ! 

Who  is  there  here  that  can't  see  the  cause,  and 
has  not  felt  the  effect  ?  None  but  those  that  are  in- 
ured to  this  fire  and  smoke,  that  has  so'  intoxicated 
their  brains,  that  they  are  void  of  alL  their  senses, 
and  in  such  a  lethargy  they  will  not  seek  relief. 

The  physicians  in  Dublin  make  it  their  constant 
practice  to  remove  their  patients  to  some  purer  air, 
near  the  suburbs,  out  of  the  smoke  of  the  city,  which 
in  winter  is  so  thick,  and  cloudy  enough  to  stifle 
men  and  beasts,  so  great  an  influence  that  it  affects 
even  the  blossom  and  bloom  of  the  flowers  in  the 
spring. 

And  the* chief  cause  c^the  bad  air  about  Dublin, 
proceeds  from  the  great  quantity  of  smoke  in  the 
coals  used  here ;  the  best  proof  that  can  be,  by  your 
senses  in  seeing  and  smelling. 

I  am  very  well  informed,  and  assured,  that  the 
common  rate  of  the  Kilkenny  coal,  at  the  pits,  is 
sixteenpence  the  stand  ;  the  stand,  is  five  hundred 
one  quarter  weight :  that  four  stand  makes  one  ton 
one  hundred  weight ;  and  one  ton  of  this  coal  at  the 
pit  comes  to  about  a  crown  piece,  which,  with « the 
further  charge  by  wat^r^carriage,  &c.  cannot  exceed 
in  the  whole  more  than  ten  or  twelve  shillings  per 
ton  in  Dublin,  for  Kilkenny  coal ;  when  the  same 
coal,  by  land-carriage  to  this  town,  commonly  costs 
about  twenty  shillings  per  ton  in  Dublin  market, 
and  that  only  to  be  had  in  the  summer  season.  Is 
there  no  distinction  to  be  made^^when  one  ton  of  this 
coal  will  outlast  three  ton  of  any  other  coal  ?  Have 
you  no  thought  now,  (after  such  dear*bougfat  expe- 
rieqce  these  many  years,)  of  keeping  wk»X  little  mo- 
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tiey  yon  have  to  circulate  in  your  own  kingdom, 
and  lay  it  out  among  one  another  ?  O  civbs,  gives, 
&c. 

I  have  heen  very  well  assured,  that  several  of  the 
Whitehaven  owners  have  combined  together^  and 
have  declared,  that  this  heitt  winter  they  resolve  to 
starve  you  dut  and  out,  by  raising  their  coals  to  for- 
ty shillings  a  ton,  on  account  of  the  usage  they  met 
with  from  the  Lord  Mayor  the  last  winter ;  then 
necessity  will  compel  you  to  what  has  now  been  of- 
fered. 

As  to  the  new  projected  port — in  winter,  it  will 
avail  little  or  nothing;  beside  the  great  loss  to  the 
buyer  in  the  slack  of  this  coal,  and  many  other  dis- 
advantages to  all  but  the  proprietors  and  underta- 
kers. The  cause  of  lashing  out  in  this  satirical 
manner,  proceeds  not  from  any  fondness  for  variety, 
but  a  just  flight  of  passion,  that  people  should  be  so 
blind  and  infatuated,  in  point  of  their  own  interest 
and  welfare ;  but  no  inducement  can  swerve  me  from 
the  interest  of  my  country.  I  need  not,  nay  can- 
not urge  it  further ;  and  like  what  a  worthy  prelate 
said  upon  the  like  occasion,  for  the  good  of  his  coun-^ 
try  ^T^Liberavi animam  meaniy — I  have  done  my  duty, 
and  discharged  my  conscience.  I  cannot  find  any 
but  who  will  be  pleased,  except  money-changers 
and  chimney-sweepers. 

Even  most  of  the  bankers,  (those  worthy  members 
of  the  commonwealth,)  will  he  for  it,  because  they 
can  get  no  exchange  to  and  fro  to  Whitehaven. 

Must  I,  at  last,  (Stewart-like),  address  myself 
to  the  ladies,  (too  hard  a  task  for  an  old  man  to 
undertake  with  pleasure,)  therefore  1  cannot  bold 
long  upon  the  subject. 

The  ladies  may  lay  aside  their  washes,  &c«  thatde- 
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stroy  the  compleKioiD.  This  pbesenres  i^  and  rmders 
the  Kilkenny  beauty  both  pvre  and  lasting  as  the 
Kilkenny  marble. 

Sir,  as  I  have  exceeded  the^  bounds  of  a  tetter^  I 
rtfer  the  canclnsion '  of  this  'to  your  next.  And  am, 
for  the  present,  my  cbuiltTy's  .   . 

Most  humble^  &c. 

M.  B. 


n 
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SECOND  LETTER. 

Sa^urdajr,  Aagttst  16;  1730;   ' 

TO  THE 

PUBLISHER  OF  THE  DUBLIN  WEEKLY  JOURNAL'. 

I  ■  ,  t  . 

Who  is  SO  blind,  as  1i^-> 

That  can-^but  wUl  not  aee.  '  -■ 

Sir, 

1  HAVB  in  your  last  given  you  a  small  sketch,  hop- 
ing, the  next  session,  you  will  propose,  encourage, 
and  improve  the  method  already  taken  by  our  mas*- 
ters  and  owners  of  ships,  in  importing  Kilkenny 
coal  to  this  city,  for  immediate  relief ;  that  we  may 
have  a  constant  supply  of  coals  to  this  city ;  and 
that  a  competent  stocK  may  be  laid  in  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor.  »  r 

I  pray  and  wish,  (for  I  have  npthing  more  at 
heart,  rio  other  view,  tba/n  the  service  of  the  public), 
that  this  scheme  in  particular  serving  the  city  of 
Dublin,  and  the  kingdom  in  genieral,  may  a;nd  will 
be  improved. — Fop  my  part,  I  can  thii^k  of  no  other 
surer  way  than  the  encouragement  of  importing 
the  coals  aforesaid. 

I  am  Sir, 
i  Your  most  humble  servafat, 

•  •■    .«      :•  *       '     '  M.  B. 

VOL.  vrii  ?>d 
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N.  B.-— The  reason  of  writing  and  communicating 
this  affair,  so  early  before  the  session,  is  that  no  time 
should  foe  lost ;  that  now  in  summer  the  coals  may 
be  dug  up,  (I  mean  in  great  quantities)  and  drawn 
from  the  pits  to  the  water  side. 

Now  the  way  is  paved,  and  a  clear  road,  with- 
out any  let  or  trouble  in  brtngiog  them. 

Thrs  will  employ  the  poor,  and  a  great  many 
hands,  and  tbi8,;this  is  the  time,  for  encouraging  and 
carrying  on  the  work,  as  this  city,  the  head  of  this 
weak,  poor,  feeble  nation,  is  grown  so  monstrous 
great !  (a  head  too  big  for  the  body,)  so  in  propor- 
tion it  ^vHl  dteqccire  anditake  an  exceeding  great 
quantity  of  coals  to  serve  it  with  firing. 

But  when  you  consider  the  difference,  as  I  shall 

hereafter    show*  and    demokistrate    the   lasting  of 

this  coal,  that  in  a  great  measure  will  lessen  the 

quantity  of  coals  to  supply  and  answer  this  great 

call,  atKl  9ave  you  above  one-third  ii^  the  charge 

of  your  firing*     It  will  save  immense  flums  that 

are   now  .drs^wa   from  you   every  year  by    the 

Whitehaven  apd  othex  colliers,  Jn  this  sp  grefit  an 

-article  and  charge  of  ^firingt  and  when  the  poorer 

60^  oannot  lay  in  a  stock  in  the  proper  season. 

Upon  majiy  .accounts,  as  embargos,  and  nwuy  other 

accidents,  the  rates  and  price  of  coals,  continually 

advance  arid  grow  more  and  ,m6re. ,.  The  .^aaking 

,ii8e  of  your  own  fuel,  of  what  sort  soeveiTi  it  is  like 

the  poor  man's  case,  who,  when  he  has  a  garden  of 

his  own,  well  planted,  and  can  dig  up  fai«  own  po- 

^tatoes,  .can  have  no  occasion  then  to  buy  potatoeis 

from  his  neighbours. 

POSTSCBlPTi     . 

Since  I  received  this  former  account,  I  sent  for 
one  hundred  weight  of  Kilkenny  coal,  which  cost  a 
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shiilingy  and  :weighed  oiie  quarter  of  the  hundred  of 
this  r  coal,  one  quarter  of  the  Whitehaven,  and  a 
quarter  of  a  hundred  of  the  Irish  coal^^-^-so  ordered, 
for  an  experiment  or  trial;  ibree  separate  fires  to  be 
made.  '  The  btter  consumed  awajr  very  swift,  in  a 
blazev  lasted  but  between  two  and  three  hours, 
(from  the  time  the  fire  was  full  lighted,)  leaving  lit^ 
-tleomoxinders,  butall  ashes. 

The  Whitehav>en  coah^asted  between  four  and^i^e 
hours^'  and  left  a  small  heap  of  cinders,  with  some 
elates ;  and  I  find  it  lo^iabound  with  slated,  and  very 
slaty  ooalvthat  flies  and  crackles  in  the  fir^.  The 
Kilkenny  iire  held  good  and  cl^ar,  above  nine  hours, 
With  a  great  heat.  Afterwards  my  fire*maker  wash^* 
ed  the*  cinders  thereof,  and  made  as  good  ia  lire  as  be- 
fore, ^d  ^a  continued  the  same ;  which  convinced 
me  of  the  iextraordihar^  goodness  of  t^s  coal,  pre- 
ferablie  «D  all  the  coals  that  I  ever  saw,  for  seve- 
ral uses,  the  most  beneficial  coal  that  I  ever  yet  read 
or  he^d  ofj  in  these  kingdoms,  or  in  all  Europe. 

Is  it  not  very  surprising?  or  can  any  sensible  mati 
say  that  we  are  in  our  senses,  to  encourage,  and 
send  abroad  for  coals,  when  we  have  so  good  a  oo^ 
of  our  own  at  homd;  £ar  better  than  the  coal  which 
we  pay  so  much  ready  money  for,  and  so  little  to 
share  in  the  kingdom.  Now,  1  may  venture  to  say, 
^d  affirm  it  to  be  the  very  best  coal  in  the  world. 

Liook  at  your  prisons,  behold  the  vast  number  of 
poor  debtors,  and,  with  pity,  look  upon  the  poor 
starving  in  your  streets ;  while  the  rich  and  estated 
men  live  in  pomp,  and  innate  folly  and  prodigality 
abroad,  draining  this  poor  jcountry  of  their  wealth* 

And  when  many  poor  farmers  and  other  manu* 
facturers,  for  want  of  due  encouragement,  are  run-*^ 
ning  away,  and  transporting  themselves  to  the  plan* 
lationS'  abroad ;  see  the  decay  of  trade  in  general,  and 
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all  Other  the  misfortanes  that  siirroiiiidyoft:.tliat 
which  was. formerly  called  the  Island  of  Saints,  the 
Plentiful  Island,  so  sivarrned  With  the  .p<K>rer  sort, 
that  it  is. now.  alip6st  an  Island  of  Beggan^y . 

The  curious,,  npon  inquiry,  may  have  a  full  ac* 
count  of  these  coals  by  the  masters  and.  owners  of 
ships,  at  Aston's  Quay,  Dublin. 

Some  papers  have  been  brought  here,  as.propo- 
Bsis,  in  relation  to  some  nefv. discoveries  of  tdoce  coal 
mines,  and  the  more  the  better ;  but  at  ;firs(  sight 
they  $eeai  to  .favour  too  much  of  self-interest. 

Till  tfauese •  projiectdrs  bring,  specimens^  and  to  such 
a.  bearing  as  th^  Whitehaven,  and  till  there  be  a  se- 
<:urity  for  the  ships,,  where  the  proposalists  call. for 
L.  1 0,000,  though,  as  I  am  informed,  with  a  great  un- 
certainty of  performance,  and  another  call  by  way 
of  subscription  for  above  L  20,000.  But  where 
and  how  the  money  will  be  raised  here,  and  upon 
what  secm'ity;  will  be  another  question*    . 

I  mustbe  sofree  with  those  gentlemen  projec- 
tors, that  atxhis  time  a  much;  less  sum  than  either 
would  be  better  laid  out  for  the  relief  of  the  poor; 
iand  since  I  caa  have  no.  other  view  (no  manner  of 
interest  there^)  than  serving  the  public,  entitled, 
without  any  apology,  to  a  much  greater  freedom  in 
this  city,  than  poor  projectors  begging,  subscriptions 
to  carry  on  their  own  work^,  in  the  fi|anner  and  way 
they  have  heretofore  propEosed. 

That  it  is  most  natural  to  begin  with  the  coals 
you  have  nearest  at  hand,  lying  in  your  own  pro- 
vince, and  so  far  preferable,  that  no  other  ooal  here 
can  sink  the  established  credit  of  the  Whitehaven ; 
and  the  first  point  that  ought  to  be  cleared  up>  be- 
sid/es  the  advantage  in  bringing  them  up,  both  by 
land  and  by^ea,  in  great  quantities  to  Dublin.  And 
•if  the  Irish  coal  be  rated  from  fourteen  to  seventeen 
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shillings  per  ton,  axxd  Whitehaven  from  seventeen  to 
twenty  shillings,  and  the  Kilkenny  coal,  which  is 
three  times  a  more  lasting  and  better  coal,  and  may 
serve  for  an  alloy  to  the  former,  can  be  brought  at 
a  less  price  by  vater-carrjage,  as  before  mentioned, 
and  as  by  some  persons  that  made  trial,  and  freight- 
ed ships  from  thence  at  .their  own  own  expence, 
have  found  out  why  we  should  not  choose  the  latter, 
seems  very  strange.  .And  further,  that  there  are 
several  other  coal  mines  lately  discovered  there,  and 
those  collieries  daily  improving,  that  will  answer  all 
purposes;  and  I  am  sure  I  can  depend  upon  the 
credit  of  so  many  worthy  gentlemen  that  make  a 
report  thereof,  and  which  in  a  proper  time  and  place 
you  will  hear  further  of.  . 

Excuse  haste. 
I  am  with  groat  affection,  as  well  as  freedom, 

/  Your  most  humble,  &c. 

M.  B. 

N.  B. — ^This  letter,  (for  the  benefit  of  the  curious), 
is  to  be  sold  by  Christopher  Dixon^  printer,  at  the 
Post-Office,  Dublin.  Printed  alone,  for  the  conve- 
jftiency  of  sending  them  to  the  country.  , 
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THE  DUBLIN  WEEKLY  JOURNAL, 
Saturday,  October  25,  1729« 

To  the  Publisher  of  the  Dublin  fVeeklsf  Journal. 
Sir, 

Wb  had  some  time  ago,  in  your  Weekly  Journal, 
two  letters  about  the  coals  for  the  use  of  this  city ; 
the  insei*ting  this  Third  Letter,  as  it  relates  to  the 
fonner,  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  your  Correspondents^ 
and  oblige  every  one  that  is  a  well  wisher  to  his  coun* 
try.  We  are, 

your  constant  readers, 
and  su6scribe, 

A.  B.  C.  D.  &c.  * 

A  Third  Letter,  in  answer  to  a  worthy  Member  of 
Parliament,  and  in  behalf  of  many  thousand  poor 
Inhabitants  of  this  City,  concerning  the  extrava- 
gant rates  of  Coals,  &c. 

Dublin,  October  29, 1729* 

Sir, 
Your  friends  being  abroad,  I  read,  as  you  desired. 


*  In  this  Jetter  the  Drapier  is  spoken  of  as  a  third  persoBi  tto 
author  of  the  two  former.    It  ii,  theitf ore,  probaUy  not  V» 
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the  Iviicle  budget  of  papers  you  sent  about  the 
eoais. 

Proposals,  animadversions,  with  queries,  and  other 
remarks,  with  some  ridiculous  advertisements  in  ha^ 
bit  and  dress  more  suitable  to  coal-porters  than  gen^ 
tlemen  of  liberal  arts  and  education.  I  don't  know 
whose  'hand  and  glove  fits-*--  but  it  is  not  worth  the 
taking  up.  It  seems  to  be  somebody*  full  of  scorbu* 
tic  humour,  and  wants  Dr  Hinton's  receipt 

Upon  your  request,  I  inquired  into  this  affair  of 
coals;  and  to  strengthen  and  preserve  the  poor^ 
weak,  disordered  habit  and  constitution  of  body, 
that  this  city  labours  under,  with  a  complication  of 
distempers,  requires  some  remedies^  without  jar« 
ring  at  one  another. 

One  great  disorder  and  complaint  about  coals, 
(which  the  Drapier  most  justly  observes)  is,  that 
there  was  a  considerable  sum  of  money  advanced 
for  the  encouragement  of  Irish  coals,  for  laying  in, 
namely,  a  sufficient  stock  of  our  own  coals,  to  lower 
•the  extravagant  rates  of  the  Whitehaven  coal. 

When  the  city  was  starving  all  the  last  winter  for 
want  of  coals,  there  was  not  one  barrel  of  this  Irish 
Mul  to  be  had  at  any  rate,  and  for  want  of  that 
«tock  the  Whitehaven  colliers  imposed  upon  us 
-what  rates  they  pleased. 

•He  also  tried  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  seve- 
ral sorts  of  coals,  and  sent  for  one  hundred  of  Kil- 
kenny coal,  which  cost  a  shilling,  and  weighed  one 
quarter  of  an  hundred  of  that  coal,  one  quarter  of 
the  Whitehaven,  and  a,  quarter  of  hundred  of  the 


own  writiiig,  which  maj  also  be  inferred  from  the  gre^t  inacca< 
iracy  of  liie  niyle.  Much  of  the  indifferent  grammar  majr  be  as* 
cribed  to  the  incorrect  mode  of  publieaUpn. 
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Irish  coaly  and  so  ordered,  for  an  experiment  or  trials 
three  several  fires  to  be  made.  The  latter  consumed 
away  very  swift  in  a  blaze,  lasted  between  two  and 
three  hours,  (from  the  time  that  the  fire  was  full 
lighted)  leaving  little  or  no  cinders,  bnt  all  ashes. 

The  Whitehaven  coal  lasted  between  four  aod 
five  hours,  and  left  a  small  heap  of  cinders;  and  find 
it  to  abound  with  slates,  a  very  slaty  coal,  that  flies 
and  crackles  in  the  fire.  The  Kilkenny  fire  held 
good  and  clear  above  nine  hours,  with  an  exceeding 
^eatheat;  afterwards  the  fire-maker  washed  the  cin- 
ders thereof,  a  great  quantity,  and  made  as  good  afire 
as  before,  and  so  continued  the  same.  It  is  the  most 
beneficial  coal  ever  yet  heard  of  in  these  kingdoms; 
a  coal  that  has  no  waste  in  it,  and  one  ton  thereof 
will  outlast  two  of  the  Whitehaven.  In  the  Irish 
history,  province  of  Leinster,  county  of  Kilkenny, 
this  coal  is  particularly  mentioned.  It  supplies 
great  part  of  Leinster  and  Munster ;  there  is  a  very 
large  description  of  the  qualities  and  goodness  of 
this  coal  for  many  uses,  too  tedious  here  to  insert, 
and  far  exceeding  any  other  coal  fqr  the  common 
use  and  lasting  fire. 

Whatever  new  discoveries  there  are  of  more  coal 
mines,  (as  I  am  informed  of  one  in  the  county  of 
Meath),  th^more  the  better;  and  let  all  the  encoa- 
ragement  that  can  be  given  for  finding  out  the 
same. 

We  ought  first  to  begin  with  the  coals  we  have 
found  to  be  so  good,  that  we  have  so  near  at  hand, 
lying  in  our  own  province  j  so  far  preferable^  that  no 
other  coal  as  yet  found  here  can  sink  the  establish- 
ed credit  of  the  Whitehaven,  for  lasting,  except  the 
Kilkenny  coal. 

And  1  can  find  no  manner  of  objection  but  what 

10 
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i«  all  fally  answered  ia  the  Drapibe's  postcript  and 
letter  which  you  received  in  May  last- 
There  is  one  of  these  gentlemen  (mentioned  in 
your  letter)  has  frankly  confessed,  that  the  Kilken- 
ny coals  are  preferable  for  kitchen  uses ;  and  if  what 
we  generally  called  Kilkenny  coals  could  be  brought 
up  in  quantities  sufficient  to  supply  this  city,  yet 
they  would  not  answer  all  uses,  so  in  consequence 
other  sorts  of  coals  will  be  sought  after. 

But  I  think  the  coals  for  kitchen  use,  as  he  calls 
it,  is  the  chief  and  most  use  in  the  city ;  ancl  pray  if 
it  be  a  better  coal  for  the  kitchen,  (which  is  the 
greatest  article  in  firing],  is  it  not  good  enough  for 
the  parlour  ?    • 

If  he  wants  an  extraordinary  swift  fire  for  my 
lady's  dressing-room,  he  may  get  faggots,  and  abun* 
dance  of  tallies  when  he  wants  faggots*. 

I  have  often  wondered  why  the  satoe  sort  of  tea 
in  the  county. of  Kilkenny  has  a  sweeter  flavour^ 
And  drinks  better  there  than  the  Dublin  ;  and  I  find 
the  cause  proceeds  frequently  from  the  smoke  of  the 
coals  here,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  that  can 
be  taken,  leaves  some  tincture  in  the  water,  ancl 
fipoils  the  taste  of  the  tea. 

By  the  two  different  fires  you  will  find  a  great 
difference  in  your  tea.  Sonie  ^ill,  have  it  to  be  the 
difference  in  the  water;  but  I  assure  you,  upon  trial, 
rott  will  find' it  to  be  iu  the  fire  and  smoke.  There 
18  a  great  dteoi  iii  the  quality  and  nature  of  the  coal, 
those  fi^ry  pEarticlea  that  set  the  water  in  a  ferment ; 
the  more  eajfcily  discerti^d  before  it  is  infui^d  an4 
sweetened; 
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* ' *  *  gPhis  has  b  strong  toa^h  o(  Swift. 
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It  i^  not  upoii  accounf  bf  r^coihmendifng  this  dear- 
bought  East  India  commodity,  nor  the  modish  cus- 
tom of  drinking  tea  ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  am  I 
for  disobKging  the  fair  sex  in  so  small  a  trifle  as  tea- 
equipage  and  ohina-ware ;  but  rather  %o  prevent  the 
nafiy  disappointments  they  meet  with  in  their  enter- 
laiDments,  occasioned  by  the  base  stinking  smoky 
^oals  used  here. 

And  must  further  remark,  as  to  the  Kilkenny  fire, 
fhaf,  notwithstanding  all  the  variety,  French,  Eng- 
Hsh,  imd  all  sorts  of  cooks  in  Dublin,  their  enter* 
lainments  in  Kilkenny  are  hiore  palatable,  pleasing 
to- the  taste,  their  meat  relishes,  and  much  better 
dressed  there  than  here,  and  sometimes  by  the  same 
hand^  so  that  ^tis  altogether  owing  to  their  sweet, 
clear,  and  lasting  good  fire. 

I  have  heard  the  master  cooks  own  all  this  to  be 

■ 

tnatter  of  fact,  and,  so  often  recruiting  and  mencKng 
^e  fire,  condemn  the  sea«coal  fordressing  meat  on 
account  of  the  smoke.  So  plain  a  demonstration 
may  be  very  easily  tried  for  our  own  satisfactton. 

The  Ballycastle,  or  Irish  coal,  (so  called  for  dis* 
tinction  from  the  Kilkenny)  a  small  quantity  there- 
of, mixed  with  the  Kilkenny«coal,  haa  bein  tried, 
and  makes  a  brisk,  clear,  and  ready  fire>  and  answers 
both  purposes ;  and,  therefore^  due  encouragement 
ought  to  be  given  to  both.    : 

In  every  half  barrel  of  coals*  you  have  the  one- 
hatf  6f  it  i^ack,  and  that  slack,  of  little  tse^)  In  the  Kil- 
kenny, ^ou  have  all  coal  and  no  slack.  .  But  I  am 
told  by  those  who  have  tried  ity  and  ills  yery  nattt- 
ral,  that  the  slack,  wet,  and  thrown  upoa  tbe  Kil- 
kenny fire,  by  suppression,  causes  a  much  greater 
heat  than  before,  and  very  useful  to  both. 

Tbe  metbiDids  proposed  f<y  iDri^qging  the  Kilkenny 
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coal  by  water'  are  much  cheaper  than  by  land-car- 
riage, and  in  both  they  have  the  advantagd  of  any 
other  colliery. 

'  The  method,  by  importing  the  same  yourselves, 
which  may>be  had  at  very  easy  freight: 

The  coals,  great  quantities  dug  up,  the  conveni- 
enceii  for  bringing  them  are  h31  fixed,  ready  for  eta* 
l>arkation ;  ships  and  seamen  here  in  your  owh  port 
lying  idle,  for  want  of  freight ;  and  this  short  trip,  a 
voyage  so  easy,  and  secure  with  harbours,  in  winter- 
time, thai  the  sea-faring  men  would  very  willingly 
embrace  any  oflfer  to  bring  the  ce^ls  in  here. 

Besides,  consider  the  great  difference  in  freighting 
your  own  ships, bringing  yourselves  your  Owh  pro- 
vision to  supply  your  own  market. 

The  Kilkenny  coals  that  have  been  here  import* 
^,  I  was  so  curious  to  inquire,  and  I  find  they  have 
been  sold  on  Aston's  Cluay  here  in  I>ublm  at  lOd, 
lid,  and  I2d,  a  hundred,  the  highest  price  then 
given.  '  '    . ' 

And,  upofi  your  owil  importation,  the  price  of  all 
sorts  of  coals  and  other  firing  will  be  tniich  lessened 
here,  without  any  imposition  oif  exaction  from  th^ 
master  and  owners,  from  engrossers,  forestallers,  or 
any  other  interested  persons  whatsoever.  It  willbe  a 
'  singular  great  service  and  relief  to  your  city ;  and 
save  you  half  in  the  charge  of  your  firing,  aind  ano- 
ther much  greater  article  in  saving  the  money  with* 
in  yourselves. 

But  where  there  is  such  a  jargon  and  disagree* 
ment,  no  harmony  nor  concord  among  one  another, 
in  such  a  confusion  ^ven  our  neighbours  make  a 
spoil  of  us,  and  we  hecome  a  ridicule  to  other  na- 
tions.     ... 

The  Whitehaven' coUi^rs  are  cQWttnitaUy  ^exhaast* 
jing  your  treasure. 
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The  Cilf*  baa  nothiug  to  lick  but  chalk  fy 
The  butcher's  continually  bleeding  it^ 
And  MuUy  j;  makes  the  feast. 

I  shall  briefly  conclude  this  answer  with  what  I 
particularly  took  notice  of  in  the  publiCi — the  true 
notion  and  knowledge  our  neighbours  have  of  this^ 
coal  in  the  London  prints:  St  James's  Evening  Post, 
August  18,  1739. 

*^  That  several  persons  have  undertaken  to  bring 
^^  Kilkenny  (coal)  to  Dublin  by  water,  for  public 
'*  consumption  there,  which  will  in  some  measure 
**  lessen  the  sums  carried  out  of  that .  kingdom  far 
^'  coals,  if  it  proves  successful/* 

The  rest  I  refer  to  your  own  judgment,  and  every 
reader  to  his  own  interest ;  it  is  plain  matter  of  fact, 
and  just  proofs. 

All  these  schemes  maybe  commendable,  and  wherai 
there  is  no  self-interest,  but  public  gopd,  may  be 
brought  to  perfection,  and  a  benefit  to  have,  both  the 
Kilkenny  and  Irish  coals  brought  up  here  for  your 
relief;  but  the  latter  will  be  a  work  of  tiipe. 

At  present  we  are  in  want  of  a  stock,  in  great 
want  of  coals,  as  we  were  last  year,  and  no  prices 
regulated. 

I  am  in  great  hopes  the  ladies,  for  the  reasons  a* 
forementioned,  will  join  in  verdict,  give  their  nega- 
tive to  the  Whitehaven  coals  as  formerly,  No  Woods* 
nor  no  Whitehaven. 

lam,  in  duty  and  good  manners,  bound  to  give  you 
an.  answer  to  this  letter,  ai[id  submit  the  same  to  your 
consideration. 

I  am,  Sir,  . 

.  Your  most,  &c. 


*  Greneral  tbms  for <poorpeaple^ ora oouatr]^!^ decay oC tnide< 

+  Paper  credit. 

J  Mulljr  of  Mountowm 
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LETTER 

ON 

« 

]Vm  M<CULLA?S  PROJECT  ABOUT  HALFPENCE;^ 

AND  A  NEW  ONE  PROPOSED^ 
IN  A  LETTER  TO  DR  DSLANY.   1729. 


Sir,  . 

Yor  desire  to  know  my  opinion  concerning  Mr 
M*Culla*s  project  of  dirculating  notes,  stamped  oa 
copper,  that  shall  pass  for  the  value  of  halfjpence  and 
pence.  I  have  some  knowledge  of  the  man  :  and, 
about  a  month  ago,  he  brought  me  his  book,  with  a 
couple  of  his  halfpenny  notes :  but  I  was  then  out 
of  order,  and  he  could  not  be  admitted.  Siilce  that 
time,  I  called  at  his  house,  where  I  discoursed  the 
wholie  affair  with  him  as  thoroughly  as  I  cdiild.  I 
am  altogether  a  stranger  to  his  character.  He  talk- 
ed to  me  in  the  usual  style,  with  a  great  profession 
of  zeal  for  the  public  good  ^  which  is  the  common 
cant  of  all  projectors  in  their  bills,  from  a  first  mini- 
ster of  state  down  to  a  corn-cutter.  But  I  stopped 
him  short,  as  I  would  have  done  a  better  man  :  be- 
cause it  is  too  gross  a  practice  to  pass  at  any  time, 
apd  especially  in  this  age,  where  we  ajl  know  ope 


430  A  LETTER  ON  MR  M^CULLa's 

another  so  well.  Yet,  whoever  proposes  any  scheme 
which  may  prove  to  be  a  public  benefit,  I  shall  not 
quarrel  if  it  prove  likewise  very  beneficial  to  him- 
self. It  is  certain,  that,  next  to  the  want  of  silver, 
our  greatest  distress  in  point  of  coin  is  the  want  of 
small  change,  which  may  be  some  poor  relief  for 
the  defect  of  the  foripter,  si^cethe  crown  will  not 
please  to  take  that  Work  upon  them  here,  as  they 
do  in  England.  One  thing  in  M'CuUa's  book  is 
certainly  right,  that  no  law  hinders  me  from  giving 
a  payable  note  upoft  leathei'i  wood,  copper,  brass, 
iron,  or  any  other  material  (except  ^old  or  silver), 
as  well  as  upon  paper.  The  question  is,  whether  I 
can  sue  hi^i  on  a  copper,  bond,  where  tliere  is  nei- 
ther hand  nor  seal,  nor  witnesses  to  prove  it  ?  To  sup- 
ply this,  he  has  proposed,  that  the  materials  upon 
which  this  note  is  wrifteri, "shall  be  in  some  degree 
of  value  equal  to  the  debt.  But  that  is  one  princi- 
pal matter  to  be  inquired  into.  His  scheme: is' this: 
He  gives  you  a  piece  of  copper  for  a  halfpeQi^y 
or  penny,  stamped  with  a  promissory  liote  to  pay 
you  twentypence  for  ev^ry  pound  of  copper  notes, 
whenever  you  shall  returiii  them.  .  Eight ;and  forty 
of  these  halfpenny  pieces  are  to  weigh  a  pound ; 
and  he. sells  you  that  pound^  coined  and  stamped, 
for  two  fillings :  by  whicl;i  he  clearly ^  gains  a  little 
more  than  sixteen  pi^jcenLi  that  is  to  aa)^/twQpenc? 
in  eytty  shilling.      .       '  ,    . 

^  This  will  oeftainiy  arise  to  a  great  sum,  if  be 
{should  circulate  as  large  a  quantity  of  hi3  notes,  as 
the  kingdom,  under  the  great  dearth  of  silver,  inay 
yery  probably  require :  enough  indeed  to  make  any 
Jrish  tradesman's  fortune ;  which,  hov^ever,  I  should 
ppt  repine  at  in  the  leapt!,  if  wie  could  be  sure  of  his 
£air-dealing.  It  was  obyious  for  me  to  raise  the 
icoipmon  objection,  why  Mr  M'CuUa  would  not  give 


security  tO:  pliy  the  whol0  sqip.  to  any  jmH  who  Te«^ 
turned  bim  hi^cof^per  noteSyHs  my  Lord  D|arl^oiitl^ 
and  Colonel. Moore  were^ by, their  pfktentB>  oUigec^ 
to  do..  To  which  he  gave,  me  sonie  an»wer^  plau* 
sible  enough.  First, "  He  coiKjeived  hi^  coic^  wer^ 
much  nearer  to  the  intrinsic,  value  thai;!  any  of  tho6|% 
coined  by  patents,  the  bulk  aad  goodness  of  the  m^^ 
tal  equalling  the  best  English  halfpence  ip»deby  thf^ 
crown :  That  he  apprehended  the  ill^wiU  of  euvip^i^ 
and  designiug  people ;  who,  if  they  found  him  .ta 
have  a  gre^it  rent  for  his  notes,  since  he  wanted  the 
protectioa  of  ^  patent,  might  m^ke  ft  run  upon  him^ 
which  he  could  not  be  able  to  support :  And  lastly^ 
that  his  copper  (as  is  already  $aid)  being' equ^  in 
value  and  bulk. to  the  £oglish.ha)fpenOf, j^e.did  x^ 
apprehend  they  should  ever  be  r^iiru^>  unless  .f 
combination,  propeediug  from  spite  and  envyi  might 
be  formed  agiain^t  hito/' 

V  But  there  ai:e.  some  poiftfs  in,  1m  prppo^  which 
I  canoot  well  aiiswei*  for ;  nOr  do  I  know  whether 
he  will  be  able  to  do  it  him^lf.  The.  first.  i«,  ^whoi 
ther  tha' copper  he  gives  us  will  be  as  g<)od  fisf  wh^ 
the  crown  provided- for  th^  English  halfpence  ap4 
farthings ;  and,  secondly,  whether  he  will,  always 
conlinue  to  give  as  as  good ;  and  thirdly,  when  he 
will  think  fit  to  stop  his  hand^  and  give  us  no  more  B 
for.  I  should  be  as  sorry  to  h&,  at  the  mercy  of  Ms 
M^CuUa,  as  of  Mr  Wood. 

There  is  another  difficulty  of  the  last  importance*. ' 
It  is  known  enough  that  the  crown  is  supposed  ta 
be  neither  gainer  or  loser  by  ooinage  of  any  metal : 
for  they  subtract,  or  ought  to.subtract,  no  more  froait 
^e  intrinsic  value  than  what  will  justpiay  the  charges 
of  the  mint ;  and  how  much  that  will  amount  to,  i^ 
the  question.  By  what  1  dould  gather  from  Mr 
M'CuUa,  good  copper  is  worth  fqurteeQpeQce  .per 
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ponnd. '  Bj  thw  com()tttiati6D>  if  he  se]Bs  hiis  copper 
notes  for  two  shillings  tlie  pound,  and  will  pay  twen- 
ty pence  back,  then' the  expense  of  coinage  for  one 
pound  of  copper  must  be  sixpence,  which  is  thirty 
per  cent.     The  world  should  be  parti  culariy  satis- 
fied on  this  article  before  he  vends  notes ;  for  the  dis- 
count of  thirty  per  cent,  is  prodigious,  and  vastly 
more  than  I  can  conceive  it  ought  to  be.    For,  if  we 
Bdd  to  that  proportion  the  sixteen  per  cent,  which 
he  avows  to  keep  for  his  own  profit,  there  will  be  a 
discount  of  about  forty-six  per  cent.    Or,  to  reckon, 
I  think,  a  fairer  way:  whoever  buys  a  pound  of  Mr 
M'CuUa's  coin,  at  two  shillings  per  pound,  carries 
home  only  the  real  value  of  fourteenpence,  which  is 
a  p(Mind  of  copper ;  and  thus  he  is  a  loser  of  L.4I 
13s;  4d.  per  cent.   But,  however,  this  high  discount 
of  thirty  per  cent,  will  be  no  objection  against  M*- 
CuUa's  proposal ;  because,  if  the  charge  of  coining 
will  honestly  amount  to  so  much,  and  we  suppose 
his  copper  notes  may  be  returned  upon  him,  he  will 
be  the  greater  sufferer  of  the  two  ^  because  the  buy- 
er can  lose  but  fourpence  in  a  pound,  and  MCulla 
must  lose  sixpence,  which  was'  the  charge  of  the 
coinage. 

Upon  the  whole,  tliere  are  some  points  which 
must  be  settled  to  the  general  satisfaction,  before  we 
can  safely  take  Mr  M*Culla*s  copper  notes  for  va- 
lue received ;  and  how  he  will  give  that  satisfaction, 
is  not  within  my  knowledge  or  conjecture.  The 
first  point  is,  that  we  shall  be  always  sure  of  receiv- 
^°ggood  copper,  equal  in  bulk  and  fineness  to  the 
best  English  halfpence. 

The  second  point  is,  to  know  what  allowance  he 
makes  to  himself,  either  out  of  the  weight  or  mix- 
tore  of  his  copper,  or  botli,  for  the  charge  of  coin- 
age.   As  to  the  weighty  the  matter  is  ea,sy  by  bis 
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own  scheme ;  for,  as  I  have  said  before,  he  proposes 
forty-eight  to  weigh  a  pound,  which  he  gives  you 
for  two  shillings,  and  receives  it  by  the  pound  at 
twentypence :  so  that,  supposing  pure  copper  to  be 
fourteenpence  a  pound,  he  makes  you  pay  thirty 
per  cent,  for  the  labour  of  coining,  as  I  have  already 
observed,  beside  sixteen  per  cent,  when  he  sells  it. 
But  if  to  this  he  adds  any  alloy,  to  debase  the  metal, 
although  it  be  not  above  ten  per  cent. ;  then  Mr 
M^Cnlla's  promissory  notes  will,  to  the  intrinsic  va- 
lue of  the  metal,  be  above  forty-seven  per  cent  dis- 
count. 

For,  subtracting  ten  per  cent,  off  sixty  pounds* 
worth  of  copper,  it  will  (to  avoid  fractions)  be  about 
five  and  a  half  per  cent,  in  the  whole  lOOl.  which^ 
added  to  .  .        .        41  13    4 
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That  we  are  under  great  distress  for  change,  and 
that  Mr  M'Culla's  copper  notes,  on  supposition  of 
the  metal  being  pure,  are  less  liable  to  objection 
than  the  project  of  Wood,  may  be  granted :  but  such 
a  discount,  where  we  are  not  sure  even  of  our  twen- 
typence a  pound,  appears  hitherto  a  dead  weight  oa 
his  scheme. 

Since  I  writ  this,  calling  to  mind  that  I  had  some 
copper  halfpence  by  me,  I  weighed  them  with  those 
of  Mr  M^Culla,  and  observed  as  follows. 

First,  I  weighed  Mr  M'CuUa's  halfpenny  against 
an  English  one  of  King  Charles  IL,  which  out- 
weighed Mr  M^CuUa's  a  fourth  part,  or  twenty-five 
per  cent. 

I  likewise  weighed  an  Irish  Patrick  and  David 
halfpenny,  which  outweighed  iMr  M^CuUa's  twelve 
VOL.  VII.  s  e 
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and  a  half  per  cent.  It  had  a  very  fair  and  deep 
impression,  and  milled  very  skilfully  round. 
.  I  found  that  even  a  common  harp  halfpenny^  well- 
*  preserved,  weighed  equal  to  Mr  M-CuUa's.  And 
even  some  of  Wood's  halfpence  were  near  equal  ia 
weight  to  his.  Therefore,  if  it  be  true  that  he  does 
not  think  Wood's  copper  to  have  been  faulty,  he 
may  probably  give  us  no  better. 

I  have  laid  these  loose  thoughts  together  with 
little  order,  to  give  you,  and  others  who  may  read 
them,  an  opportunity  of  digesting  them  better.  I 
am  no  enemy  to  Mr  M'Culla*s  project ;  but  I  would 
have  it  upon  a  better  foot.  I  own  that  this  half- 
pennv  of  King  Charles  II.,  which  1  weighed  against 
Mr  M*Culla*s,  was  of  the  fairest  kind  I  had  seen. 
Howevier,  it  is  plaia  the  crown  could  afford  it  with* 
out  being  a  Ipser.  But  it  is  probable  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  mint  were  then  more  honest  than  they 
have  since  thought  fit  to  be;  for  I  confess  not  to 
have  met  those  of  any  other  year  so  weighty,  or  in 
appearance  of  so  good  metal,  among  all  the  copper 
coins  of  the  thnee  last  reigns;  yet  these,  however, 
did  much  outweigh  those  of .  Mr  M^Culla ;  for  I 
have  tried  the  experiment  on  a  hundred  of  them. 
I  have  indfeed  seen  accidentally  one  or  two  very 
light:  but  it  must  certainly  have  been  done  by 
chance ;  or  rather  I  suppose  them  to  be  counterfeit& 
Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that 
good  copper  was  never  known  to  he  cheaper  than  it 
is  at  present*.  I  am  ignorsmt  6f  the  price,  farther 
than  by  his  informing  me  that  it  is  only  fourteen- 
pence  a  pound;  by  which,  I  observe,  he  charges 
the  coinage  at  thirty  per  cent.;  and  therefore  I 
cannot  but  think  his  demands  are  exorbitant.  Bat, 
to  say  the  truth,  the  dearness  or  cheapness  of  the 
metal  does  not  i>roperly  enter   into  the  questVon* 
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What  we  desire  is,  that  it  should  be  of  the  best 
kind,  and  as  weighty  as  can  be  afforded ;  that  tlje 
profit  of  the  contriver  siiould  be  reduced  from  six- 
teen  to  eight  per  cent.,  and  the  charge  of  coinage,  if 
possible,  from  thirty  to  ten,  or  fifteen  at  most. 

Mr  M^CulIa  must  also  give  good  security  that  he 
will  coin  only  a  determinate  sum,  not  exceeding 
twenty  thousand  pounds;  by  which,  although  he 
should  deal  with  all  uprightness  imaginable,  and 
make  bis  coin  as  good  as  that  I  weighed  of  King 
Charles  II.,  he  will,  at  sixteen  per  cent.,  gain  three 
thousand  two  hundred  pounds ;  a  very  good  addi- 
tional job  to  a  private  tradesman's  fortune ! 

I  must  advise  him  also  to  employ  better  workmen, 
and  make  his  impressions  deeper  and  plainer ;  by 
which  a  rising  rim  may  be  left  about  the  edge  of 
his  coin,  to  preserve  the  letter  from  wearing  out  tod 
soon..  He  has  no  wardens  or  masters,  or  other  of- 
ficers of  the  mint,  to  suck  up  his  profit ;:  and  there- 
fore can  afford  to  coin  cheaper  than  the  crown,  if  he 
will  but  find  good  materials,  proper  implements, 
and  skilful  workmen. 

Whether  this  project  will  succeed  in  Mr  M^Cul- 
la's  hands  (which,  if  it  be  honestly  executed,  I 
should  be  glad  to  see),  ane  thing  lam  confident  of, 
that  it  might  be  easily  brought  to  pierfection  by  a 
society  of  nine  or  ten  honest  gentlemen  of  fortune, 
who  wish  well  to  their  country,  and  would  be  con- 
tent to  be  neither  gainers  nor  losers,  fartherthan  the 
bare  interest  of  their  money.  And  Mr  M'CuUa,  as 
being  the  first  starter  of  the  scheme,  might  be  con- 
sidered and  rewarded  by  such  a  society ;  whereof, 
although  I  am  not  a  man  of  fortune,  I  should  think 
it  an  honour  and  happiness  to  be  one,  even  with 
borrowed  money  upon  the  best  security/ 1  could 
give.    And,  first,  I  ^tot  confident,  without  any  skill. 
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but  by  general  reason,  that  the  charge  of  coining 
copper  would  be  very  much  less  than  thirty  per 
cent.  Secondly,  I  believe  ten  thousand  pounds,  in 
halfpence  and  farthings,  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
whole  kingdom,  even  under  our  great  and  most  ua-* 
necessary  distress  for  the  want  of  silver ;  and  that, 
without  such  a  distress,  half  th^  sum  would  suffice. 
For,  I  compute  and  reason  thus :  the  city  of  Dublin, 
by  a  gross  computation,  contains  ten  thousand  fa- 
milies ;  and  I  am  told  by  shopkeepers,  "  That  if 
silver  were  as  plenty  as  usual,  two  shillings  in  cop- 
per would  be  sufficient,  in  the  course  of  business, 
for  each  family/'  But,  in  consfderation  of  the  want 
of  silver,  I  would  allow  five  shillings  to  each  family, 
which  would  amount  to  3500/.;  and,  to  help  this,  I 
would  recommend  a  currency  of  all  the  genuine  un- 
defaced  harp- halfpence,  which  are  left,  of  Lord 
Dartmouth's  and  Moor's  patents  under  King 
Charles  II.;  and  the  small  Patrick  and  David  for 
farthings.  To  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  I  would 
assign  the  7500/.  remaining;  reckoning  Dublin  to 
answer  one-fourth  of  the  kingdom,  as  London  is 
judiged  to  answer  (if  I  mistake  not)  one-third  of 
England;  I  mean  in  the  view  of  money  only. 

To  compute  our  want  of  small  change  by  the 
number  of  souls  in  the  kingdom,  beside  being  per- 
plexed, is,  I  think,  by  no  means  just.  They  have 
been  reckoned  at  a  million  and  ar  half;  whereof  a 
million  at  least  are  beggars  in  all  circumstances, 
except  that  of  wandering  about  for  alms;  and  that 
circumstance  may  arrive  soon  enough,  when  it  will 
be  time  to  add  another  ten  thousand  pounds  in  cop- 
per. But,  without  doubt,  the  families  of  Ireland, 
who  lie  chiefly  under  the  difficulties  of  wanting 
small  change,  cannot  be  above  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand, which  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  with 
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the  addition  of  the  fairest  old  halfpence,  would  to* 
lerably  supply :  for,  if  we  give  too  great  a  loose  to 
any  projector  to  pour  in  upon  us  what  he  pleases, 
the  kingdom  will  be  (how  shall  I  express  it  under 
our  present  circumstances?)  more  than  undone. 

And  hence  appears,  in  a  very  strong  light,  the 
villany  of  Wood,  who  proposed  the  coinage  of  one 
hundred  and  eight  thousand  pounds  in  copper,  for 
the  use  of  Ireland;  whereby  every  family  in  the 
kingdom  would  be  loaded  with  ten  or  a  dozen  shil- 
lings, although  Wood  might  not  transgress  the 
bounds  of  his  patent,  and  although  no  counterfeits, 
either  at  home  or  abroad,  were  added  to  the  num- 
ber; the  contrary  to  both  which  would  indubitably 
have  arrived.  So  ill  informed  are  great  men  on  the 
other  side,  who  talk  of  a  million  with  as  little  cere- 
mony as  we  do  of  half  a  crown  ! 

But  to  return  to  the  proposal  I  have  made:  Sup* 
pose  ten  gentlemen,  lovers  of  their  country,  should 
raise  200/.  a«piece ;  and,  from  the  time  the  money 
is  deposited  as  they  shall  agree,  should  begin  to 
charge  it  with  seven  per  cent,  for  their  own  use : 
that  they  should,  as  soon  as  possible,  provide  a  mint 
and  good  workmen,  and  buy  copper  sufficient  for 
coining  two  thousand  pounds,  subtracting  a  fifth 
part  of  the  interest  of  ten  thousand  pounds  for  the 
charges  of  the  tools,  and  fitting  up  a  place  for  a 
mint;  the  other  four  parts  of  the  same  interest  to  be 
subtracted  equally  out  of  the  four  remaining  coin- 
ages of  2000/.  each,  with  a  just  allowance  for  other 
necessary  incidents.  Let  the  charge  of  coinage  be 
fairly  reckoned,  and  the  kingdom  informed  of  it,  as 
well  as  of  th^  price  of  copper.  Let  the  coin  be  as 
well  and  deeply  stamped  as  it  ought.  Let  the  metal 
be  as  pure  as  can  consist  to  have  it  rightly  coined 
(wherein  I  am  wholly  ignorant),  and  the  bulk  as 
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large  as  that  of  King  Charles  II.  And  let  this  club 
often  gentlemen  give  their  joint  security  to  receive 
all  the  coins  they  issue  out  for  seven  or  ten  years, 
and  retarn  gold  and  silver  without  any  defalcation. 

Let  the  same  club  or  company,  when  they  have 
issued  out  the  first  two  thousand  pounds,  go  on  the 
second  year,  if  they  find  a  demand,  and  that  their 
scheme  has  answered  to  their  own  intention  as  well 
as  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public.  And,  if  they 
find  seven  per  cent,  not  sufficient,  let  them  subtract 
eight,  beyond  which  I  would  not  have  them  go. 
And  when  they  have  in  two  years  coined  ten  thou- 
sand pounds,  let  them  give  public  notice  "that  they 
will  proceed  no  farther,  but  shut  up  their  mint,  and 
dismiss  their  workmen ;  unless  the  real,  universal, 
unsolicited  declaration  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of 
the  kingdom  shall  signify  a  desire  that  they  should 
go  on  for  a  certain  sum  farther. 

This  company  may  enter  into  certain  regula- 
tions among  themselves;  one  of  which  should  be, 
to  keep  nothing  concealed,  and  duly  to  give  an 
account  to  the  world  of  their  whole  methods  of 
acting. 

Give  me  leave  to  compute,  wholly  at  random, 
what  charge  the  kingdom  will  be  at,  by  the  loss  of 
intrinsic  value  in  the  coinage  of  10,000/.  in  copper, 
under  the  management  of  such  a-society  of  gentle- 
men. 

First,  It  is  plain  that.instead  of  somewhat  more 
than  16  per  cent,  as** demanded  by  Mr  M'Culla,  this 
society  desires  but  8  per  cent. 

Secondly,  whereas  Mr  M'CuUa  charges  the  ex- 
pense of  coinage  at  thirty  per  cent.,  I  hope  and 
believe  this  society  will  be  able  to  perform  it  at 
ten. 

Whereas  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr  M*CulIa 
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can  give  any  security  for  the  goodness  of  his  copper, 
because  not  one  in  ten  thousand  have  the  skill  to 
distinguish;  the  society  will  be  all  engaged  that 
theirs  shall  be  of  the  best  standard. 

Fourthly,  That  whereas  Mr  M*Culla's  halfpence 
are  one-fourth  part  lighter  than  that  kind  coined  in 
the  time  of  King  Charles  II.,  these  gentlemen  will 
oblige  themselves  to  the  public,  to  give  the  coin  of 
the  same  weight  and  goodness  with  those  halfpence, 
unlesstheyshall  find  they  cannot  afford  it;  and,inthat 
case,  they  shall  beforehand  inform  the  public,  show 
their  reasons,  and  signify  how  large  they  can  make 
them  without  being  losers;  and  so  give  over  or  pur^ 
sue  their  scheme,  as  they  find  the  opinion  of  the 
world  to  be.     However,  I  do  not  doubt  but  they 
can  afford  them  as  large,  and  of  as  good  metal,  as 
the  best  English  halfpence  that  have  been  coined  in 
the  three  last  reigns,  which  very  much  outweigh 
those  of  Mr  M^Culla.     And  this  advantage   will 
arise  in  proportion,  by  lessening  the  charge  of  coin- 
age from  thirty  per  cent,  to  ten  or  fifteen,  or  twenty 
at  most.     But  I  confess  mvself  in  the  dark  on  that 
article :  only  I  think  it  impossible  it  should  amount 
to  any  proportion  near  thirty  per  cent. ;  otherwise 
the  coiners  of  those  counterfeit  halfpence  called  raps 
would  have  little  encouragement  to  follow  their  trad^. 
But  the  indubitable  advantages,  by  having  the 
management  in  such  a  society,  would  be  the  paying 
eight  per  cent,  instead  of  sixteen,  the  being  sure  of 
the  goodness  and  just  weight  of  the  coin,  and  the 
period  to  be  put  to  any  farther  coinage  than  what 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  supply  the  w^nts  and 
desires  of  the  kingdom:  and  all  this  under  the  se- 
curity of  ten  gentlemen  of  credit  and  fortune,  who 
would  be  ready  to  give  the  best  security  and  satis- 
faction, that  they  had  no  design  to  turn  th^  scheme 
into  a  job. 
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As  to  any  mistakes  I  have  made  in  compatatioif, 
they  are  of  little  moment ;  and  I  shall  not  descend 
so  low  as  to  justify  them  against  any  caviller. 

The  strongest  objections  against  what  I  offer,  and 
which  perhaps  may  make  it  appear  visionary,  is  the 
difficulty  to  find  half  a  score  gentlemen,  who,  out 
of  a  public  spirit,  will  be  at  the  trouble,  for  no  more 
profit  than  one  per  cent,  above  the  legal  interest,  to 
be  overseers  of  a  mint  for  five  years ;  and  perhaps, 
without  any  justice,  raise  the  clamour  of  the  people 
against  them.  Besides,  it  is  most  certain  that  ma- 
ny a  squire  is  as  fond  of  a  job,  and  as  dextrous  to 
make  the  best  of  it,  as  Mr  M'Culla  himself,  or  any 
of  his  level.  However,  I  do  not  doubt  but  there 
may  be  ten  such  persons  in  this  town,  if  they  had 
only  some  visible  mark  to  know  them  at  sight. 
Yet  I  just  foresee  another  inconveniency ;  that 
knavish  men  are  fitter  to  deal  with  others  of  their 
own  denomination ;  while  those  who  are  honest  and 
best-intentioned  may  be  the  instruments  of  as  much 
mischief  to  the  public,  for  want  of  cunning,  as  the 
greatest  knaves ;  and  more,  because  of  the  chari- 
table opinion  which  they  are  apt  to  have  of  others. 
Therefore,  how  to  join  the  prudence  of  the  serpent 
with  the  innocency  of  the  dove,  in  this  affair,  is  the 
most  difficult  point.  It  is  not  so  hard  to  find  an 
honest  man,  as  to  make  this  honest  man,  active,  and 
vigilant,  and  skilful;  which,  I  doubt,  will  require  a 
spur  of  profit  greater  than  my  scheme  will  afford 
him,  unless  he  will  be  contented  with  the  honour  of 
serving  his  country,  and  the  reward  of  a  good  con- 
science. 

After  reviewing  what  I  had  written,  I  see  very 
well  that  I  have  not  given  any  allowance^  tor  the 
first  charge  of  preparing  all  things  necessary  for 
coinings  which,  I  ^m  toldj  will  amount  to  about 


FROJflCT  ABOCT  HALFPENCE.        441 

400/,  beside  20/.  per  annum  for  five  years  rent  of  a 
house  to  work  in.  I  can  only  say,  that,  this  making 
in  all  SOO/.  it  will  be  an  addition  of  no  more  than  3 
per  cent,  out  of  1 0,000/. 

But  the  great  advantages  to  the  public,  by  hav- 
ing the  coinage  placed  in  the  hands  of  ten  gentle- 
men such  as  I  have  already  described  (if  such  are 
to  be  found),  are  these  : 

First,  They  propose  no  other  gain  to  themselves 
than  one  per  cent,  above  the  legal  interest  for  the 
money  they  advance ;  which  will  hardly  afford  them 
coffee  when  they  meet  at  their  mint-house. 
.  Secondly,  They  bind  themselves  to  make  their 
coins  of  as  good  copper  as  the  best  English  half- 
pence, and  as  well  coined,  and  of  equal  weight : 
and  do  likewise  bind  themselves  to  charge  the  pub- 
lic with  not  one  farthing  for  the  expence  of  coinage, 
more  than  it  shall,  really  stand  them  in. 

Thirdly,  They  will,  for  a  limited  term  of  seven  or 
ten  years,  as  shall  be  thought  proper  upon  mature 
consideration,  pay  gold  and  silver,  without  any  de- 
falcation, for  all  their  own  coin  that  shall  be  return- 
ed upon  their  hands. 

Fourthly,  They  will  take  care  that  the  coins  shall 
have  a  deep  impression,  leaving  a  rising  rim  on 
both  sides,  to  prevent  their  being  defaced  in  a  long 
time;  and  the  edges  shall  be  milled. 

I  suppose  they  need  not  be  very  apprehensive  of 
counterfeits,  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  make  so  as 
not  to  be  disc^overed ;  for  it  is  plain  that  those  bad 
halfpence  called  raps  are  so  easily  distinguished, 
even  from  the  most  worn  genuine  hialfpenny,  that 
npbody  will  now  take  them  for  a  farthing,  although 
under  the  great  present  want  of  change. 

I  shall  here  subjoin  some  computations  relating 
to  Mr  M'Culla*s  copper  notes.    They  were  sent  to 
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me  by  a  person  well  skilled  in  such  calculations ; 
and  therefore  I  refer  them  to  the  reader. 

Mr  M^CuUa  charges  good  copper  at  fourteen- 
pence  per  pound :  but  I  know  not  whether  he  means 
avoirdupois  or  Troy  weight. 

Avoirdupois  is  sixteen  ounces  to  a 

pound  .  •  .  .  6960  grains. 

A  pound  Troy  weight         ,  •         576o  grains. 

Mr  M*Culla's  copper  is  fourteen  pence  per  pound 
avoirdupois. 

Two  of  Mr  M'CulIa's  penny  notes,  one  with 
another,  weigh  .  .         .  ^34  grains. 

By  which  computation,  two  shillings 

of  his  notes,  which  he  sells  for  one 

pound  weight,  will  weigh         .  6288  grains. 

But  one  pound  avoirdupois  weighs,  as 

above,  •  .  .  .  696O  grains. 

This  difference  makes  10  per  cent,  to  Mr  M'Cul- 
la's  profit,  in  point  of  weight. 

The  old  Patrick  and  David  halfpenny 

weighs        ....  149  grains. 

Mr  M*Culla's  halfpenny  weighs      .        131  grains. 

The  dijfTerence  is  18 

Which  is  equal  to  lOJ  per  cent. 

The  English  halfpenny  of  king  Charles 

II.  weighs  ....  167  grains* 
Mr  MCuUa's  halfpenny  weighs        .       18 1  grains. 

The  diflference        36 

« 

Which  difference,  allowed  »  fifth  part,  is  20  per  cent. 
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ANOTHER  COMPUTATION. 

Mr  M'Calla  allows  his  pound  of  copper  (coinage 
included)  to  be  worth  twentypence ;  for  which  he 
demands  two  shillings. 

His  coinage  he  computes  at  sixpence  per  pound 
weight ;  therefore,  laying  out  only  twentypence, 
and  gaining  fourpence,  he  makes  per  cent  profit,  20 
The  sixpence  per  pound  weight,  allowed  for 

coinage,  makes  per  cent.  •  •  ;  30 
The  want  of  weight  in  his  halfpenny,  compared 

as  above,  is  per  cent.  ...         10 

By  all  which  (viz.  coinage,  profit,  and  want  of  — 

weight)  the  public  loses  per  cent.        .         .       60 

'  If  Mr  M'CuUa's  coins  will  not  pass,  and  he  re* 
fuses  to  receive  them  back,  the  owner  cannot  sell 
them  at  above  twelvepence  per  pound ;  whereby, 
with  the  defect  of  weight  of  1 0  per  cent,  he  will  lose 
60  per  cent. 

The  scheme  of  the  society,  raised  as  high  as  it 
can  possibly  be,  will  be  only  thus : 

For  interest  of  their  money  per  cent.      .      .      .     8 
For  coinage,  instead  of  10,  suppose  at  most  per 

cent.       ...,...••         20 
For  300/.  laid  out  for  tools,  a  mint,  and  house- 
rent,  charge  3  per  cent,  upon  the  coinage  of 
10,000/. 3 

Charges  in  all  upon  interest,  coinage,  &c.  per 
cent 31 

Which,  with  all  the  advantages  above  mentioned, 
of  the  goodness  of  the  metal,  the  largeness  of  the 
coin,  the  deepness  and  fairness  of  the  impression, 
the  assurance  of  the  society  confining  itself  to  such 
a  sum  as  they  undertake,  or  as  the  kingdom  shall 
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approve;  and  lastly,  their  paying  in  gold  or  silver 
for  all  their  coin  returned  upon  their  hands  without 
any  defalcation,  would  be  of  mighty  benefit  to  the 
kingdom ;  and,  with  a  little  (Steadiness  and  aCtivity, 
could,  I  doubt  not)  be  easily  compassed. 

I  would  not  in  this  scheme  recommend  the  me- 
thod of  promissory  notes,  after  Mr  M'Culla's  man- 
ner; but,  as  I  have  seen  in  old  Irish  coins,  the 
words  civiTAS  DVBLIN5  on  one  side,  with  the  year 
of  our  Lord  and  the  Irish  harp  on  the  reverse. 
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A  PROPOSAL 


THAT 


ALL  THE  LADIES  AND  WOMEN  OF  IRELAND 

SHOULD  APPBAK  CONSTANTLY  IN  IBISH 
MANUFACTURBS.      1729. 


X  HERB  was  a  treatise  written  about  nine  years  ago, 
to  persuade  the  people  of  Ireland  to  wear  their  owa 
manufactures.  This  treatise  was  allowed  to  have 
not  one  syllable  in  it  of  party  or  disaffection  ;  but 
ws^s  wholly  founded  upon  the  growing  poverty  of 
the  nation,  occasioned  by  the  utter  want  of  trade^ 
except  the  ruinous  importation  of  all  foreign  extra- 
vagancies from  other  countries.  This  treatise  was 
presented,  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  and  county  ^ 
of  Dublin,  as  a  scandalous,  seditious,  and  factious 
pamphlet.  I  forget  who  was  the  foreman  of  the 
city  grand'jury;  but  the  foreman  for  the  county 
was  one  Dr  Seal,  register  to  the  archbishop  of  Dub- 
lin, wherein  he  differed  much  from  the  sentiments 
of  his  lord  *.    The  printer  was  tried  before  the  late 


*  See  the  author's  letter  to  the  archbishop  concerning  the  wea- 
versy  in  which  he  pieises  the  iieoessit)>  of  a  noa-importatioa  law. 
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Mr  Whitshed,  that  famous  lord  chief-justice  ;  who, 
on  the  bench,  laying  his  hand  on  his  heart,  declared, 
upon  his  salvation,  "  That  the  author  was  a  jacobite, 
and  had  a  design  to  beget  a  quarrel  between  the 
two  nations."  In  the  midst  of  this  prosecution^ 
about  fifteen  hundred  weavers  were  forced  to  beg 
their  bread,  and  had  a  general  contribution  made 
for  their  relief,  which  just  served  to  make  them 
drunk  for  a  week ;  and  then  they  were  forced  to 
'  turn  rogues,  or  strolling  beggars,  or  to  leave  the 
kingdom. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was  then  lieutenant, 
being  perfectly  ashamed  of  so  infamous  and  unpo- 
pular a  proceeding,  obtained  from  England  a  noli 
prosequi  for  the  printer.  Yet  the  grand  jury  had 
solemn  thanks  given  them  from  the  secretary  of 
state. 

I  mention  this  passage  (perhaps  too  much  forgot- 
ten), to  show  how  dangerous  it  has  been  for  the  best 
meaning  person  to  write  one  syllable  in  the  defence 
of  his  country,  or  discover  the  miserable  condition 
it  is  in. 

And  to  prove  this  truth,  I  will  produce  one  in- 
stance more ;  wholly  omitting  the  famous  cause  of 
the  Drapier,  and  the  proclamation  against  him,  as 
well  as  the  perverseness  of  another  jury  against  the 
same  Mr  Whitshed,  who  was  violently  bent  to  act 
^he  second  part  in  anothier  scene. 

About  two  years  ago,  there  was  a  small  paper 
printed,  which  was  called,  "  A  Short  View  of  the 
State  of  Ireland,*'  relating  to  the  several  causes 
whereby  any  coiiiitry  may  grow  rich,  and  applying 
them  to  Ireland.  Whitshed  was  dead,  and  conse- 
quently the  printer  was  not  troubled.  Mist,  the  fa* 
mous  journalist,  happened  to  reprint  this  paper  in 
London,  for  which  hisf  press^bik  wer^  prosecuted  for 
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almost  a  twelvemonth;  and,  for  aught  I  know>  are 
not  yet  discharged. 

This  is  our  case ;  insomuch,  that  although  I  am 
often  without  money  in  my  pocket,  I  dare  not  own 
it  in  some  company,  tor  fear  of  being  thought  disaf«- 
fected. 

But>  since  I  am  determined  to  take  care  that  the 
author  of  this  paper  shall  not  be  discovered  ^(follow*- 
ing  herein  the  most  prudent  practice  of  the  Drapier), 
I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  three  seasons  where^ 
in  our  com  has  miscarried,  did  no  more  contribute 
to  our  present  misery,  than  one  spoonful  of  water 
thrown  upon  a  rat  already  drowned  would  contri- 
bute to  his  death ;  and  that  the  present  plentiful 
harvest,  although  it  should  be  followed  by  a  dozen 
ensuing,  wpuld  no  more  restore  us,  than  it  would 
the  rat  aforesaid  to  put  him  near  the  fire,  which 
might  indeed  warm  his  fur  coat,  but  never  bring 
him  back  to  life. 

The  short  of  the  matter  is  this :  The  distresses  of 
the  kingdom  are  operating  more  and  more  every- 
day, by  very  large  degrees,  and  so  have  been  doing 
for  above  a  dozen  years  past. 

If  you  demand  whence  these  distresses  have  arisen, 
I  desire  to  ask  the  following  question : 

If  two-thirds  of  any  kingdom's  revenue  be  re- 
ported to  another  country,  without  one  farthing  of 
value  in  return;  and  if  the  said  kingdom  be  forbid- 
den the  most  profitable  branches  of  trade  wherein  to 
employ  the  other  third,  and  only  allowed  to  traffic 
in  importing  those  commodities  which  are  most  ruij- 
noiis  to  itself;  how  shall  that  kingdom  stand  ? 

If  this  question  were  formed  into  the  first  propo- 
sition of  an  hypothetical  syllogism,  I  defy  the  man 
born  in  Ireland,  who  is  now  in  the  fairest  way  of 
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getting  a  coilectorsfaip,  or  a  cornet's  post^  to  gire 
good  reason  for  denying  it. 

Let  me  put  another  case.  Suppose  a  gentleman's 
eslate  of  two  hundred  pounds  a*year  should  sink  to 
one  hundred,  by  some  accident,  whether  by  an 
earthquake,  or  inundation,  it  matters  not :  and  sup- 
pose the  said  gentleman  utterly  hopeless  and  un- 
qualified ever  to  retrieve  the  loss ;  how  is  he  other- 
wise to  proceed  in  his  future  economy,  than  by  re- 
ducing it  on  every  article  to  one  half  less,  unless  he 
will  be  content  to  fly  his  country,  or  rot  in  gaol  ? 
This  is  a  representation  of  Ireland's  condition  ;  only 
with  one  fault,  that  it  is  a  little  too  farourable.  Nei- 
ther am  I  able  to  propose  a  full  remedy  for  this,  but 
only  a  small  prolongation  of  life,  until  God  shall  mi- 
raculously dispose  the  hearts  of  our  neighbours  and 
our  kinsmen,  our  fellow- protestants,  fellow-subjects, 
and  fellow  rational  creatures,  to  permit  us  to  starve 
without  running  farther  in  debt.  I  am  informed  that 
our  national  debt  (and  God  knows  how  we  wretches 
came  by  that  fashionable  thing  anational  debt)  is  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds ;  which  is 
at  least  one-third  of  the  whole  kingdom's  rents,  after 
onr  absentees  and  other  foreign  drains  are  paid, 
and  about  fifty  thousand  pounds  more  than  all  the 
cash. 

It  seems  there  are  several  schemes  for  raising  a 
•fund  to  pay  the  interest  of  this  formidable  sum,  not 
the  principal,  for  this  is  allowed  impossible.  The 
necessity  of  raising  such  a  fund,  is  strongly  and  re- 
gularly pleaded,  from  the  late  deficiencies  in  the  du- 
ties and  customs.  And  is  it  a  fault  of  Ireland  that 
these  funds  are  deficient  ?  If  they  depend  on  trade, 
can  it  possibly  be  otherwise,  while  we  have  neu 
ther  liberty  to  trade,  nor  money  to  trade  with ;  nei- 
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fehep4iaficte  to  wo^k,  nor  busin^srs  to  employ  them  if 
we  had  ^.  Our  diseones  are  visibte  eiiough  both  iti 
tbeiir  caases  and  e^RpctS)  and  the  cured  are  weti 
kso^n^  bat  impossfhle  to  be  applied. 

If  my  steward  comes  and  tells  me,  '*  that  my  renti^ 
acft  Bunk  so  low,  that  they  are  very  little  more  than 
aoffioieat  to  pay  my  eertants  their  wag^s ;''  hiive  I 
way  olfaer  course  toft  than  to  cashier  four  in  sisr  of 
may  raecaUy  footmea,  and  a:  number  of  oth«^r  varleis 
ia  mySBomiyj  of  v«4iMe  itisoience  the  whole  nei^ 
bonriKHid  complains  ^  And  I  would  fhiak  it  ex- 
trenaely  Mvtn^  in  ai>y  kiw,  to  force  me  to  maintaiii 
a  bouiehoU  ot  fifty  mn^ntd^  and  fix  their  wage#, 
before  I  had  fifStrtd  my  rent-roll  iipofi  oath  to  the 
legislators. 

To  retmm  frrnn  digressing:  I  am  told  one  scheme 
for  ra«aixg  a  fund  to  pay  the  interest  of  om  rrational 
debt,,  is,  by  a  £airthier  duly  of  fort^  sluUings  a  tun 
ii|M>B  wkie.  Sbme  geotleciien  would  carry  Ihts  much 
£wtl^^  by  raising  it  to  twelve  pbonds  ;  which,  ito  a 
yiamief ^weaiM  amount  ta  a  prohibitiofi  ^  thu^  Weakt 
Ij  Arguing  from  the  practice  of  England. 

Lhttira  often  taken  noiice^  both  in  print  and  in 
discourse,  that  there  is  no  topic  so  fallaciousr^  either 
Hi  talk  ee  inr  wrvtiug,  a»  ta  argue  how  W^  Omght  to 
act  in'  Ir^tan4,  fhmi  th^  exM^ple  of  Bngtand,  fM- 
land^  Wt&netj  or  any  ^ber  country,  wboise  inhabit 
tants  are  allowed  the  common  rights  and  Mbertiei^  ef 
hsMn  unkind;  I  could  undorlake  ie»  name  si^x.  w  se^en 
o£  thai  oMBi  nDeoAtra«ded  matcinffis-  in  go^'entmcffi^ 
vdsicht  are  ultevly  £aikiei  ki  Unw  kingA>m« 

As  tm  fke  adakionat  dd«y  on  wine,  I  fkink  ^ffty 
pcteob  may  deKfiev  hisopimon  upon  it,  ttnti^  itshM 
bwe  passed  into  akvw;  and  fUlf  ttien,  I  declare  mkte 
to  be  positively  against  it. 

First,  fteeao90  tbevn  ^  n^  naiiMt  ytt  kamm,  in 
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either  hemisphere,  where  the  people  of  «H  c6ndi«* 
tions  are  more  in  waiit  of  some  cordial  to  keep  up 
their  spirits,  than  in  this  of  ours.  I  am  not  in  jest ; 
and  if  the  fact  will  not  be  allowed  me/ 1  shaU  not 
argue  it 

Secondly,  It  is  too  well  and*  generally  known^  that 
Ihis  tax  of  forty  shillings,  additional  on  every  tun  of 
wine  (which  will  be  double  at  least  to  the  home  con* 
sumer)  will  increase  equally  every  new  session  of 
parliament,  until  it  comes  perhaps  to  twelve  pooncb. 
.  Thirdly,  Because,  as  the  merchants  inform  me, 
and  as  I  have  known  ipaoy  the  like  instances  in 
£ngland,  this  additional  tax  will  more  probably  les- 
sen this  branch  of  the  revenue,  than  increase  it 
And  therefore  Sir  John  Stanley,  a  commissioner  of 
the  customs  in  l^gland,  used  to  say,  ^'  That  the 
house  of  commons  were  generally  mistaken  in  mat* 
ters  of  trade,  by  an  erroneous  opinion  that  two  and 
two  make  four/'  Thus  if  you  should  lay  an  addi* 
tional  duty  of  one  penny  a  pound  on  raisins  or  m^ 
gar,  the  revenue,  instead  of  rismg,  would  certainly 
sink ;  and  the  consequence  would  only  be,  to  les» 
sen  the  number  ot  plum-puddings^  and  ruin  the  con- 
fectioner. 

.  Fourthly,  I  am  likewise  assured  by  merchants^ 
&at  upon  this  additional  forty  .shillings,  the  French 
wiU  at  Ifsast  equally  raise  their  duties  upon  all  com- 
modities w^  export  thither. 

Fifthly,  If  an  original  extract  of  tbe  exports  sad 
imports  be  tnie,  we  have  been  gainers,  upon  the  bsr 
lance,  by  our  trade  with  France  for  several'  years 
past ;  and,  although  our  eain  ainomits  to  no  great 
sum,  we  ought  to  be  satisned,  since  we  are  no  loseiVi 
ivith  the  only  consolation  we  are  capable  of  teceiu 
ing. 

Lastly,  Tl^e  wo^t  consequt^oe  is  behind.    If  i^^^ 
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ntise^the  dtaty  on  ^mk  to  a  bonsiderabte  hei'gltf ,  We 
Icxs^  the  only,  hold .  ivsehave  of  Ideeping  among  ^ 
thfe  few :  gentiemen  >  of  any  tolcfraiUe  estates,  i  am 
ooniidieM,  there  is  hardly  a  gentletnan-tof  eight  hun^ 
dredt  pounds  a  year  aihd  upward^  ipr  this  kingdom^ 
wh<y:\pvi6uld  badaticehaU  an  hour  to  consider  whether 
he  should  live  here,  or.in  England^  if  a  fiamily  couid 
be  as'  che^iy  niaipifainedl  r  in  ^  the  ^  one  as  the  other. 
As  to  leatdt^lesi  theyiare  as  cheap  in  miyay  iine  conn« 
ties  .of  Engtamdr  9S  in!  some  very  inditferent/dnes 
here;  or,  if  thereibe;  any  difference,  that  vein  of 
thrift  and  prudence  ih  economy,  which  passes  there ' 
witbont  reproach  (abd  chiefly  in  London  itself), 
ivould  amply  make  dp  the  difference*  -  But  the  bt^ 
ticle-of'  French  wine  is  hardly  tolerable,  m  anyde^ 
gree  of  plenty,  to  a  nuddling  fortune?  and  this  it  is, 
whiich,  by  growing  habitual,  wholly  turns  the  scale 
with  those  few  laiuded;  meny  disengaged  from  em* 
ployments,  who  content  ihemselves  to  live  hospi- 
tably with  plenty  of  good  wine  in  their  own  coun- 
try, rather  than  in  penury  .axid  obscurity  in.  another, 
wifth  bad,  or  with  none  at  alL  .  . 

Having  therefore,  asi  far  as  in -me  lies,,  abolished 
this  additional  duty  upon  wine  ;..ftMr  1  am  not  under 
'the  least  concern >d.bout  paying.the  interest  of  the 
natk)liar  debt,'  bill  ^leanrc^  it^  as  in  loyalty .  bound, 
whoUy lathe  wisdom  of  the.  hoiioufable  house  of 
cooamons ;  I  comejnoifr  to  ocNMider^  hy  what  me- 
thods: {wemiaty  be;  able  to  put.  off  and  delay  our.  utter 
iindoiqg'a&  lon^i  as  ^it  is  possible.  ^  !.< 
:/'  I  never  hav^e  diseoursed  wit^-any  ^reasonable  man 
lipion'the  subject,;  mho ,  did  not  iallf6wrilliat  there  was 
no^remMy  left  osvbutvto  lessen  the  aloiportatiQa  of 
all  unneeessafijvioommodities  as  muck  as.  it:  was  .poa» 
sible ;  and  likelvils^  either  to  persuiEde.  our  absentees 
to  spend  their  moneyiat  home>  whith  is. impossible; 
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wtw  ti)«m  dt.  iivie:  abilltngs  m  the  pMii4ft}imttg 
ikeit  abseoe^^  ^^ilh  s«cb  aUowancte^  apoa  nMbssa^ 
iKcasions^  g»  sbill  be  thought  oottveiui^a^ :  tn^  % 
pecmittijQg  us  a  free  trade^  which  is  deiMdl  lio  do 
(rther  nation  upoa>  earldi.  The  three  iaalii  oietbe^i 
we  tneaied  bjir  Mir  Pntor^  ia  hie  most  u&efuif  ineatiM^ 
IMUeal  to  hie  Ust  of  abfseatees.  i,  <  (' 

.  Iti is IQ  gcafeify  the  vanifiy^  and. ptfride.a#dehiKiteyef 
tbeioomcn^  and  of  the  youag  feps  irfaa  trtawe  theot^ 
that  weowe  thi^insuppoitaUie  9ria«aiiMvbfibriiig4> 
iou  ifB  thur  iqstrwittats  ol  'oui><ruiB.  .  Thene  isiaor 
aiiall^E  bioQght  (wer  ta  this  kiagdonii  qeav  nin^lif 
l|iotieand  pcmnda .  worthi  of  silk,,  vukefecdt  thei  gmaMr 
parfc  ia  macBufactaredL  Thinly  tboMsand  pomidSikiiofe 
CMpyndiedi  m  aDndlin,  hoUand,  oamhrie^.  and  oatioa 
What  the  price  cfi lace  amouuia  to^  is,  not  e^sy  ^h^ 
datiected  firomthe  coetgn^  hooae  book,  heing  a  kitid 
of  goada  that  takea  up  a  Uttle  mMn,  and  isi  ^sily 
nw ;  bttft^  coiiskifirfa%  the  peedagtoua^prveeaCa-viO- 
auui^s  hrad^dness^  at  tea,.  t««|lve,  tneal^  pooals  a 
yaiidi,  must  be  veiy  great.  The  tea»  rated  aA  9€t^(W 
shillings  per  pound,  cornea  te  Deartarelf)e  tkouAMti 
|wmalia  j  Uct^  eonsiderinf^  it  as.  thai  coomion  huoury 
o£  taefery  chambefniaid,  seoEwireas^  and  tnadesafiaa^s 
'w^ife^  both  in  town: sisad  oofl^ntny/hQweirer  they^ cone 
by  it^  nraal  aeeds  cast  thehitt^omdQUhlB  thatamn. 
Coffiie  is  •ofloewhat  abbve  sevm  thousand  Intends. 
]r  hate  s«ea*  no^  aiQea«iDt  of  the  cbocolatei  and  ■  some 
'Mhttr  Ind.iiia'  air  Amevicjaa  gbodB*'  The  drapery 
imported  is  about  frufrP- and* twdhl]Bt]l|ousaB(l pounds. 
The  whole  amounts  (with  onercir  liwa  other  perlicu- 
4aisyto>oiiahttndirodaadfifty(tiou3aodpa«Hid^^  The 
ilavifiliiaig  uf  dd  which  mod^y  isJusD  aaprodeaft  aod 
-aieqenadry^,  as^  tx^  aee  a  noaa  io.  eat  aiHhf ^det ed  coat 

I  ^9gi<^  am  o£  Newgitte:  inr  ah  old  shoe* 

:    1  alloya  that  thai  thcawa  and  raw  tilip  ia  lesa  pm^ai- 

i        " 
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cious,  because  we  have  some  share  in  the  manufac-^ 
tupe :  but  we  are  not  now  in  circumstances  to  trifle. 
It  costs  us  above  forty  thousand  pounds  a  year;  and 
'  if  the  ladies,  till  better  times,  will  not  be  content  to 
go  in  their  own  country  shifts,  I  wish  they  may  go 
in  rags.  Let  them  vie  iWith  each  other  in  the  fine- 
ness of  their  native  linen  :  their  beauty  and  gentle- 
nesrs  will  as  M^ell  ^pedt.  Its  if  thby  were  covered 
with  diamonds  and  brocade 

I^K'iv^iid  rh^ti  i^^sd  weak,  as  to  hope  0t*^?t^ect 
tfcat'  biitih  a  refoi*mfttten  can  b*  brofeiglrt  about  by  a 
ittw.  Oirt  a  thorough  hearty  tihanimous  vote,  in 
both  houses  of  parliament,  might  pefhat^s  an^ilver  as 
well:  every  senator,  noble,  or  plebian,  giving  his  ho- 
nour, "  That  neither  himself,  nor  any  of  his  family, 
would,  in  their  dre§»  or  furniture  of  their  houses, 
make  use  of  any  thing  except  what  was  of  the  growth 
imd  uMaufoeiure  of  this  kin^doi^  ;  atwi  that  !l!hey 
WdUlddSie  the  utmost  df  their  power,  influencey  and 
credH,  to  prevail  on  their  tehants,  d€|>entfaut$,  and 
friends,  to  follow  their  example/' 
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MODEST  PROPOSAL 

von  PRBVENTII^G  THE  CHILDREN  OF  POOB  HBOJfhR  IN 
IRBLA j^ D :  FROM  BEING  A  BURDEN  TO  THEIB  PA- 
BENTS  OR  COUNTRY,  AND  FOR  MAKING  THEM  BE-^ 
NBFICIAL  TO  THE  PUBLIC*  .     17S9* 


[This  celebfaitod  piece  of  humour  is  .urged  witli  sttdilnimitable 
gravity  of  ii'ony,  that  a  foreign  author  is  said  actualljyr  to  have 

.  consider^  the  proposal  as  serious^  and  to  have  quoted  itassD 
instance'of  the  extremity  under  which  Ireland  laboured,  that  a 
man  of  letters,  and  a  clergyman,  had  seriously  recommeoded 
to  the  rich  to  feed  upon  the  children  of  the  poor.] 


It  is  a  melancholy  object  to  those  who  walk  through 
this  great  town,  or  travel  in  the  country,  when  they 
see  the  streets,  the  roads,  and  cabin  doors  crowded 
with  beggars  of  the  female  sex,  followed  by  three, 
four,  or  six  children,  all  in  rags,  and  importuning 
every  passenger  for  an  alms.  These  mothers,  in- 
stead of  being  able  to  work  for  their  honest  liveli- 
hood, are  forced  to  employ  all  their  time  in  strolling 
to  beg  sustenance  for  their  helpless  infants ;  who,  as 
they  grow  up,  either  turn  thieves,  for  want  of  work. 
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«r  leave'  their  dear  native  country  to  fight  for  the 
pretender  m  Spain^  or  sell  thems^ves  to  the  Bar-  ' 
badoes. 

1  think  it  is  agreed  by  all  parties,  that  this  prodi-> 
gious  number  of  children  in  the  arms,  or  on  the 
backs,  or  at  the  beds  of  their  mothers,  and  frequent* 
ly  of  their  iatheiB,  is,  an  the  present  deplorable  state 
of  the  kingdom,  a  very  great  additional  grievance ; 
and' therefore  whoever  could  find  out  a  fair,  cheap, 
and  easymethod  of  making  these  children  sound 
usefol  members  of  the'  commonwealth,  would  de- 
serve so  well  of  the  public,  as  to  have  his  statue  set 
up  for  a  preserver  of  the  nation. 

But  my  intention  is  very  far  from  being  jconfined 
to  provide  only  for  the  children  of  professed  beggars : 
it  is  of  a  much  greater  extent,  and  shall  take  in  the- 
whole  number  of  infants  at  a  certain  age,  who  are: 
bora  of  plEirents  in  effect  as  little  able  to  support 
th^n,  as 'those  who  demand 'our  charity  in  the 
streets. 

As  to  my  own  part,  having  turned  my  thoughts^ 
for  many  years  upon  this  important  subject,  and 
qiaturely  weighed  the  several  schemes  of  our  pro-* 
j«ctors,  I  have  always  found  them  grossly  mistaken 
in  their  computation.  It  is  true,  a  child  just  drop-^ 
ped  from  its  dam  may  be  supported  by  her  milk  foe 
»  solar  year,  with  little  other  nourishment :  at  most 
aot  above  the  value  of  two  shillings,  which  the  mo- 
Aermay  certainly  get,  or  the  value  in  scraps,  by 
her  lawful  ocoupation  of  begging  ^  dad  it  is  exactly 
met  one  year  old  that  I  propose  to  provide  for  them 
in  such  a  manner^  as,  instead  of  being  a  charge 
upon  their  parents^  or  the  parish,*  or  wanting  food 
and  raiment  for  the  rest  of  their  lives,  they  shall,  on 
the  contrary,  contribute  to  the '  feeding,  and  partly 
to  the  olothing  of  many  thousands^ 
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There  is  likefwim  another  great  advoiMi^^,  in  toy 
'scheine»,that  H  Will  prevf^nt  (ho^e  volyntsirjr  abor^ 
tions,  and  that  horrid  practice  of  women  murdering 
their  baeftard  children*  alas  tO!^«  frequent  among 
mil  sacrificing  the  poor  innocent  babes»  I  doubt 
more  to  avoid  the  expence  than  the  shame,  which 
'vrcmid  mojfe  tears  aod  pity  io  i\fQ  most  savage  and 
inhuman  breast 

,  The  number  of  souls  in  this  kingdom  beitig  usv^ 
ally  reckoned  one  miUion  aii<l  a  half,  of  these  I  cai'* 
cttlate  there  may  be  about  two  hundred  thousand 
CDiiple  whose  wives  are  brewers  $  from  which  num^* 
ber  I  subtract  thirty  thousand  couple^  who, are  able 
to  maintain  their  own  children  (idtbough  I  apjMre- 
httid  there  cannot  be  sa  many,  under  .the.  pneseut 
distresses  of  the  kingdqm) ;  but  this  beiu^  grtuite4 
there  will  remain  a  hundred  and  seve&ty  tbouMid 
breeden.  I  again  subtract  fifty  tho^sandi  f^r  th^MO 
women  who  .miscarr3r,  of  whose  children  die^  by  acM 
cident  or  disease  within  the  year.  There  only  rQ« 
msw  a  hundred  and  twenty  tliousaud  childrea  of 
pecMT  parents  ajmually  horn.  The  question  Iber^ 
fore  is,  How  this  number  shall  be  reared  atdpn^p' 
vdded  for  ^  which^  as  I  have  alr^y  sftidi,!  under  tfaii 
pfesent  situatkni  of  affiiirs,  is  utterly  impos^hte  tqjr 
all  the  meihfMls  bidbwto  propn^sed.  Fur  we  eta 
neither  employ  them  iu  handicraft  or  agricuHlixe^ 
we  neither  build  houses  (I  mean  io.  the  eountry)^ 
Kor  cultivate  land :  they  can  veiry  seldom  pick  up  a 
livelihood  by  stealings  till  they  arrive  at  six  yeam 
old,  except  where  they  are  6(  towardly  parts  ^  si* 
Aough  I  confess  they  learn  the  rudimenta  much 
earlier ;  during  which  time  they  can  however  be  pro* 
perly  looked  upon  only  as  probationefs ;  as  I  have 
been  informed  by  a  principal  gentleman  in  tibe  cooii* 
ty  of  Cavan,  who  protesMd  to  me#  thad  he  nevsr 


leiieir  4bo^e  <(Mi^ '6r  iwo  imtati€ds  under  iht  «^e  of 
six,  «fiftM  ito  a  pitrt  6f  the  kingdoKii^^so  fenowiied  for 
the  quicbesl  ptofioiency  in  that^  Ait. 

I  am  tt»iiifi^d  hy  our  fner^hants,  thai  a  boy  or  a 
girl  before  twelve  years  old  is  no  saleable  6omaip^ 
dity  ^  and  ered  when  they'cotoe  to  this  age  they 
will  not  yield  libove  three  pouAds,  or  three  poiindfli 
aad  4iaIf-a^cro#n  at  most,  oi)  the  exchange ;  which 
cannot  turn  to  account  either  to  the  parents  or  king* 
dom^  the  charge  of  nutrirtient  and  rags  having  been 
at  U^  four  times  that  value. 
'  I  shall  now  therefore  huifnbly  propose  my  own 
thoughts,  which  I  hope  will  hot  be  liable  to  the 
fo^t  objection. 

I  have  b^en  assured  by  a  very  knowing  Ameri* 
canof  my=£ifcqaaintance  in  liondon,  that  ayonng 
hf^khy  chilcl,  well  nursed,  is  at  a  3rear  old  a  most 
Micioui),  nourishing,  and  wholesome  food,  whether 
stewed,  roasted,  baked,  or  boiled  ;  and  I  make  no 
iiottbt  tlial  it  will  equally  serve  in  a  fricassee  or  a^  ra» 
gout.  ' 

I  do  therefore  humbly  offer  h  to  public  eonai-» 
^iHratton,  that  of -the  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
ehtldred  already  coftiputed,  twenty  thousand  may 
be  reserved  for  brfeed,  whereof  only  one-fottrth  part 
to  be  males  \  which  is  more  than  we  allow  to  sheep, 
Uack^cattle,  or  swine;  and  my  reason  is,  that  these 
children  are  sddom  the  fruits  of  marriage,  a  cireifm* 
slatiee  not  much  regarded  by  our  savages,  therefore 
one  male  win  be  sii^ient  to  serve  four  females^ 
That  the  remaihing  hundred  thousand  may,  at  a 
jrear  old,  beoflft?ted  in  saleto  Ihe'^rsons  of  qitalii- 
tyatid  foMune  Ifhrbugh  the  kingdom;  always  aid^ 
vising  the  mother  Wkt -them  sack  plentifiriiy  in 
Ike  last  moKth^'  so  tkw  \*endet  th^m  plump  aiftd  fiact 
Ibr  a  good  nablb*     Aehild  will  make  two  dishes  at 
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an entertainmentfor  firiencU ;  and  wb^  the  family 
dines  alone,  the  fore  'or  hind  quarter  wtU  make  a 
reasonable  dish,  and  seasoned  with  a  lUtle  pepper 
or  salt,  will  be  very  good,  boiled  <m  the  fourth  day, 
especially  in  winter. 

I  have,  reckoned,  upon  a  meiUum,  that  a  child 
just  born  will  weigh  twelve  pounds,  and  in  a  solar 
year,  if  tolerably  .  nursed,  will  increase  to  twenty* 
eight  pounds. 

1  grant  this  food  will  be  somewhat  dear,  and  there* 
fore  very  proper  for  landlords,  .who,  as  they  have 
already  devoured  most  of  the  parents,  seem  to  have 
the  best  title  to  the  children. 

Infants'  flesh  will  be  in  season  throughout  the 
year,  but  more  plentifully  in  March,  an<jl  a  little  be* 
lore  and  after :  for  we  are  told  by  a  grave  author, 
an  eminent  French  physician,  that  fish  being  a  pro- 
lific diet,  there  are  more  children  born  in  Roman 
catholic  countries  about  nine  months  after,  Lent, 
**  than  at  any  other  season ;  therefore,  reckoning  a 
year  after  Lent,  the  markets  will  be  more  glutted 
than  usual,  because  the  number  of  popish  infants  is 
at  least  three  to  one  in  this  kingdom  j  and  therefore 
it  will  have  one  other  collateral  advantage,  by  lessen* 
ing  the  number  of  papists  among  us. 

I  have  already  computed  the  charge  of  nursing  a 
beggar's  child  (in  which  list  I  reckon  all  cottagers, 
labourers,  and  four-fifths  of  the  farmers)  to  be  about 
two  shillings  per  annum,  rags  included ;  and  I  be- 
lieve no  gendeman  would  repine  to  give  ten  shillings 
for  the  carcass  of  a  good  fat  child,  which,  as  I  havte 
said,  will  make  four  dishes  of  excellent  nutritive 
meat^  lyhen  hi^  has  p^ily  some  pfMrticular  friend  or 
his  own  family  to  dine  with  .him.  Thus  the  squire 
wiUlearn  to  be  agopd  landlords  i^nd  grow  popular 
among  his  tenants;  tM  motj^er  will  have  eight  shil* 
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Itdgs  n^at  ptofit,  aod  be  fit  -for  work  till  shd.  predii- 
COS  aaother  child, 

T)iose  who  are  more  thrifty  (as  I  must  icenfesa 
the  times  require)  may  flay  the  carcass ;  the  skin 
Qf  which,  artifi<4ally  dressed,  will  make  admirable, 
gloves  for  ladies,  and  summer-boots  for  fines  gentle- 
men. 

;  As  to  OAir  city  of  Dublin,  shambles  may  be  ap«* 
pointed  for  this  purpose  in  thq  most  convenient  parta 
of  it,  and  butchers  we:  may.be  assured  will  not  be 
wanting;  although  I  rather  recommend  buying  the 
cfaildren  aUve,  than  dressing  them  hot  from  the  knife« 
as  we  do  rpasfting  pigs. 

A  very;WQ(rthy  person,  a  true  lover  of  his  coun* 
try»  aj^  whose  virtues  I  highly  esteem,  was  lately 
pleasedj  in  discoursing  on  this  matter,  to  offer  a  re- 
finement upon  mv  scheme.  He  said,  that  many 
gentlemen  of  this  kingdom,  having  of  late  destroyea 
their  deer,' rhe.Qonceived  that  the  want  of  venison 
might  be  well  supplied  by  the  bodies  of  young  lads 
and  maidens,  not  exceeding  fourteen  years  of  age* 
nor  under  twelve ;  so  great  a  number  of  both  sexes  in 
.every  county  being  now  ready  to  starve  for  want  of 
work  and  service ;  and  these  to  be  disposed  of  by  their 
parents  if  alive,  or  otherwise  by  their  nearest  rela- 
tions. But  witb  due  deference  to  so  excellent  a 
friend,  and  so  deserving  a  patriot,  I  cannot  be  alto- 
gether in  his  sentiments;  for  as  to  the  males,  my 
American  acquaintance  assured  me,  from  frequent 
experience,  that  their  flesh  was  generally  tou^h  and 
^ean,  like  that  of  our  schoolboys,  by  continual  ex- 
ercise, and  their  taste  disagreeable ;  and  to  fatten 
them  would  not  answer  the  charge.  Then  as  to  the 
females,  it  would,  I  think,  with  humble  submission^ 
be  a  loss  to  the  public^  because  they  soon  would  be- 
come breeders  themselves:  and  besides,  it  is  not 
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ii«probabIb  ill«tt^Sdl«ie  !^cMp«fl(^  pMffte  M^bt  bn 
apt  to  censure  such  a  practice,  (altil^agil  i^eed 
verr  unjustly)  2»  k  14iffiie  bM<d^ifij^  «f]k>ii  eir«i«ky ;. 

which,  I  'Cdftfei^  bfetb  ^^«5^ bMh  it^h  t»«'th^  ifttl^H^^ 
^t  objetfioti  agaMst  ad>p- prd^eiet^  JbMM  ireH  M<^<» 
intetided.  i' 

But  in  order  to  justify  my  friend,  he  confeMdd 
thdt  itiis  eKf^di^nt  "iv^  put  m%^  M^  1i«)id  ln^  the  fa- 
iDiWd  PsahtiiKttiaiaaf,  '4i  nafi<^  nf  theislftfid  FiMttid^ 
Who  came  froM  thefiOe  to  Loddiim'kbwe  tw^bty 
3^ar8  ag6 ;  iind  in  icdnt^rsation'  Mid  wy  f rkud,  f hit 
iB  hw  countf7»  when  any  yisimig  'pi^rsK^f) '  4ittppra«d 
to  be  put  to  death,  the  executVMHer  MM  the  Cftl^sM 

to  persoAfs  of  quality  as  a  'prime  dnivfty ;  ftiid  ^at 
in  'bi»  tittle  th^  body  df  a  plut«fp  gifl  ^f  Afte^eia^  wb^ 
w^  ctocifi^  fdr  an  smMifpt  to  f^^iiMm  ^b^  eMp«fr^tv 
Was  sold  to  his  impi'rial  tiiafeifty''^  ^rim^^ninist^  •«! 
Mate,  and  other  grem  'oiatidiiriM  -rff  the  com^i  lA 
JMitS'from  the  gJbbM*  at  ftrarrtfcmdt^d  crowns^. 


» .  .' 


*  This  anecdote  is  taken  from  tfie  t)escii|Vtldn  of  the  tslarid  of 
li^orttfosa  by  that  ittrf^TtitwfAiiiAty  'mptHtdr -Ototge  Psttfdiil* 
tanar,  Who  liM^'sotiie  tiiMspMsedlilaiietftora^M^  ttAtdli. 
iPIDt  county*  He  afterwHrds  jpsUiiHied  a«etmotltioti  of  hisiig. 
ments^'  with  many  expressions  t)f 'Contrition^  hot  containiog  oefb 
tain  ?eiry  natural  indications  of  dislilLe  to  those  who  had  detected 
Idtt.  The  f^si^e  refuted  to  4n  the 'testis  fis  Mltows:  *^  1¥a 
^ISD  cat  huttane  flesh,  which  1  aia  n&m  odtwinaid  wi  ifeiif  bate 
baroutf  ^ustom^  thongh  we  ted  on^-  «pon  ••nr  opea  aoMBias^ 
f  lain  or  made  captiye  in  the  field,  or  else'Bpon  malefactoiB  legaU 
ij  executed  :  the  flesh  of  the  latter  is  our  greatest  dain^,  and  is 
Yofir  iimes  ^rer  than  other  rare  and  ddicions  metft.  We  boy  it 
Itf 'the  eMctrtS^ner,  lorlhe  bodiM  dt  all  pdMiio  capital  ^ifbiidart 
rate  Im  ftesi.  A$  soon  as  the  criminal  is  4Mid^ te  diKts  ilhe  ^o4y  in 
pieces,  sgqeezes.out  the  blood,  and  makes  'his  house  a  shambles 
'for  the  flesh  of  men  and  women,  where  all  pefiple  that  can  ab 
'fi^d  H'cothe'tfnd^ay.  I  remember,  ab(rot<ten  years  ago,  a  tiUp 
^MllidonlJphiriaiM)  pMttJr  iht  ivt^itt^  tfboitt  aUWItoni  fM^  (yf 


till  PfMM^»  4Sl 

K«Hbftr  miheA  "^m  I  ^^^^^  that  iC  1^'  t^nMiuse 
ircK*^  voA^.  oC  Mv^inl  ptovip  youog  girln  in  iIm^ 
tQW4Pi»  wbp  w.iAboiit  one  9mgW.gro9lt  to  th^if  Jpr^ 
tunes,  capnot  stir  abro^  wi tbwt^  a  ebaiiv  a04  ap?^ 
pli^w  at  a  pby^MMMe  aa4  uss^cnibKejE;  ia  foffrtgfV  iftne- 
MS  wbich  Ibfey  <  M¥er  wtlli  pay  for,  tbi^  kirtgdoiH^ 
VQj^U  not  bf^  tbi$  wQr$«« 

.  Skmr?  pfitrtiQiHi  of  ^dmp^»din&  sfMrifi  ^^tHiigr^aft 
Mxaci^Q;  alhioiilr  tbwt  v£^  njumfam  Qf  poor  |iiM4pi)0»  wivo 
aii«  a^d»  ^$ea9e^tii  qr  makm^  ^  and  I  b w«[  ^mi 
cb«MfiredtQ  ^f»pii^j)r^  my  ^«gbtfl»  wiMit  coui^^.may 
li^.ta^^a  10  ea»»  th^  oaHtan  of  9^  grievous  att  ki^uiyie 
^affiQ«%.  But  laoi  opt  ks^tbi^  ka^t  pain  ti^fiHi  tbgt 
matter,  because  it  ig  v^eiry  w^U  koow»>  tfeafc  ttefy 
»ra  iw«y  ^aj!  dying,  ami  Totti«f  „  by  cqW  i«wt  fa* 
abttiQ,  wdiiitb  andi  ii^tmiii,  as^  Woacan^  il^  V€ta- 
aonably  )9xpetifee4«  ,  AacL^  tq  the  yQiMaig.l9J^oiiJ*ei|» 
tlwy  an  ttpr'  ia  ataiwias  bK^^ful  adoAd^tion :.  tb^y 
cannot  get  work,  and  con$f)ti)Mently  pine  aw^ay  for 
mutof:  90ttri«bme^  to  a.  degre-e^  tba^/if  .M  any 
An»  they  mq  acQideJ^tally  hti^^d  to,  coieiaaoiiii  kb§Hr> 
tb#yt  kism^  IMA  atro9g!ijh  tQ  porf^nn  it ;  and  :tbtf&  tl>e 
qduntey  aad^tbeoiftel ves  ar^.  JA99fiUy  dieljiVQr^d  ff om 
tbe-eTiUitod^Ofno. 


J.J  fit* 


jpp^  iipd  tur^.womatii  ^0  th^  queep^  W&s.  found  guilW  pf  jiigjh 

..tresiBpuy  for  desigaipi;^  to  poisoii  the  king ;  and  accordhigly  she 

^If^as.  condemned  to  sulfferth^  Wfoit  criiet  d^th  iJM  e6uld>  1^  ia« 

tented,  and  her  senteoee  wae^'to  iHa  nailed  to  a.crosi,  and  kept 

tt)i^a#ilf>Bg$«|  ;(|o8jiiVl€h    T^  9?9te9^;ii»4  P^t  ia  fXfy;ii4ion; 

^irhpii  sh^  (tinted  wit^  the  cruel  torment;,  the  haog^ap  g^acve  h^r 

strong  li,qu6r»,  '&c.  to  revive  her  ;  the  fiixth  day  she  died«     Her 

long  ^fRerings,  ybnth,  and  good  constitution,  made  her  flesh  so 

tender,  delicious,  and  vatoable^  thatJlhe  execntiooer  soldi  it  Jbr 

4|kp?^«9tf ^t  tallies  )  fytr^  t|u^  traA  ^W^h  ttaoflgiBg  t^  tk»  ^h4imaQ 

.nu-lie^.tlM^tnien  of  grc^  fashion,  thjou|;bt  thc«i^vc^  fortunate 

If  tliey  e^oid  purchase  a  pounii  or  two  pf  if    Lpnd*  1705^ 


I  httv^  fbo  long  digressed,  and'>ther^0l*6  shall  rer« 
tarn  'to  my  subject,  i  think  the  adv^int^ges  by  the 
proptfsal  which  I  havemfeule,  are  obviotrs  and  nianyi 
-Its  well:  as  of  the  highest  impona^^e.^  ^  •  ^ 

For  first,  as  I'  have  alreiarty  obsertpied,  it  would 
Ifreatly  lessen  the  number  of  papists  with  whom  we 
are  yearly  over-run,  being  the  principal  •' breeders  (^ 
the  nation,  as  well  as  our  most  dangeratis  enemies ; 
i^nd  wfa0  stay  at  home  on  purposd  •  tld^  deliver  -  the 
kiiigdotti'  to*  the  pretender,  hoping  to  > take  their  ad- 
vantage*-by  the  absence  i>f  so  many  good  proDest- 
-^ti^^- '  who  have  chosen  rather  to  leave  their  bcfun* 
-try,  ^thati  slay  at  home  and  pay  ^tithes'  against  their 
conscience 'to  an  episcopal  curate. 
•  Secondly,  The  poorer  tenants  will  have  something 
taluable  of  their  own,  which  by  4aw  may  be  made 
liable  to  distress,  and- help  to  pay  their  -  landlord's 
rent ;  their  com  and  cattle  berng  already  ^seized,  and 
money  a  thing  unknown ^ 

Thirdl3\  Whereas  the  maintenance  of  a  hundred 
thousand  children,  from  t^o  years  old  and  upward, 
ciannot  be  computed  at  less  than  ten  shillings  a  piece 
per  annum,  the  nation's  stock  will 'be!* thereby  in- 
creased fifty  thousand  pounds  per  'annum,  beside 
the  profit  of  a  new  dish  introduced  to  the  tables  of 
all  gentlemen  of  fortune  in  the  kingdom,  who  have 
any  refinement  in  taste.  And  th^  ibotiey  will  cir- 
culate among  ourselves,  the  good^  being  entirely  of 
our  own  growth  and  manufacture*   .  > 

Fourthly,  The  constant  breeders,  heside  the  gain 
of  eight  shillings  sterling  per '  annum  by  the  sale  of 
their  children  J  will  be  rid  of  the  charge  of  main- 
taining them  after  the  first  year.  .      . 

Fifthly,  This  food  would  likewiscf  bring  great  cus- 
tom to  taverns  ;  where  the  vintners  will  certainly  be 
so  prudent  as  to  procure  the  best  receipts  for  drei^ 
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sing  it  to  perfection,  atid,  conseqiiently,  have  their 
houses  frequented  by  ali  the  fine  gentlemen,  who 
justly  value  themselves  upon  their  knowledge  la 
good  eating :  and  a  skilful  cook,  who  understandi 
how  to  oblige  his  guests,  will  -contrive  to  make  it 
as  expensive  as  they  please. 

Sixthly,  This  would  be  a  great  inducement  to  mar- 
riage^ which  all  wise  nations  have  either  encourage 
ed  by  rewards,  or  enforced  by  laws  aiid  penalties. 
It  would  increase  the  care  and  tenderness  of  mo« 
thers  toward  their  children,  when  they  were  sure  of 
a  settl^sient  for  life  to  the  poor  babes,  provided  ia 
some  sort  by  the  public,  to  their  annual  profit  or 
expense.  We  should  see  an  honest  emulation  a^ 
mong  the  married  women,  which  of  them  could 
bring  the  fattest  child  to  the  market.  Men  would 
become  as  fond  of  their  •  wives  during  the  time  of 
their  pregnancy,  as  they  are  now  of  the  mares  in 
foal,  their  cows  in  calf,  their  sows  when  they  are 
ready  to  farrow ;  nor  offer  to  beat  or  kick  them  (as 
is  too  frequent  a  practice)  for  fear  of  a  miscarris^e. 

Many  other  advantages  might  be  enumerated* 
For  instance,  the  addition  of  some  thousand  cap- 
cases  in  our  iexportation  of  barrelled  beef ;  the  pro- 
p^ation  of  swine's  flesh,  and  improvement  in  the 
art  of  making  good  bacon,-  so  much  wanted  among 
us  by  the  great  destruction  of  pigs»  too  frequent  at 
our  table ;  which  are  lio  way  comparable  in  tbste  or 
magnificence  to  a  well  grown,  fat,  yearling  child, 
which  roasted  whole  will  make  a  considerable  figure 
at  a  lord  mayor's  feast,  'Or  any  other  public  enter- 
tainment. But  this,  and  many  others,  I  omit,  beinjg^ 
studious  of  brevity. 

Supposing  that  one  thousand  families  in  this  city 
would  be  constant  customers  for  infants'  flesh,  beside 
others  who  might  ];iave  it  at  merry-meetingSi  parti- 
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cularly  9X  weddiags  ^w^  ,ebrJsteBing9,  I  conipute 
that  DuUin  would  takeoff  ai^»u$lly', about  tw^ntjr 
thousand  C9r<;assesi;  w^^l^^  itest  of  tlt^e  kingdom 
(where  pifobably  they  will  be  sold  somewhat 
cheaper)  the  remaining  eighty  tho«3acid. 

I  can  think  of  no  one  objection^  tbat  will  possi-' 
hfi^  be  raised  against  ibis  propQeal*  unleas  if  ahould 
hie  urged;  that  the  number  of  people  will  be  thereby 
Qiucb  lessened  in  the  kingdom.  Thi^  I  freely  own^ 
and  it  wa&  indeed.one  principal  design  in  offering  it 
tq  the  world.  I  desire  the  reader  will  obser ire,  that 
I  calculate  my  remedy  for  this  one  iiidiTiduial  king** 
doipa  of  Ireland,  and  for  bq  other  that  ever  was^  is, 
pr  I  think  ever  caa  be  upon  .  earth.  Ther^offe  let 
w>,  map  talk  to  me  of  other  expedients :  of  taxing 
our  aibsei^ees  at  five  shillings  a  pound :  of  using 
neither  clothes,  nor  household-fufniture»  except 
llifhat  is  our  own  growth  aivl.  manufaetiire :  of  utterly 
.fleeting  the  materials  and  instrumeotothatpiiomieAe 
foreign  luxury:  of  curing  the  expeni3ivei»eBS  ef  pride, 
vanity,  idleness^  and  gaming  in  our  women  t  of  ia* 
tfoducing  a  vein  of  parsimony^  pradenoe  and  tem«- 
pieiraiLce;  of  leagc^ing  to  love  our  oountcy,  ki  the 
^fvant  of  which  we  di0er  even  fvont  LATLANajus, 
wA  tl^.  inhabitants  of  ToFi^itMBoo :.  of  quitting  our 
a,nimqs|tie5  ai^d  fc^ctions,  nor  acting  any  iMiger  like 
^e  J^jiKs,  who  were  mttrderii^g  Ofiie  aoolher  al  the 
v^i:y  q^o^ient  the^r  cijty  was  takea :  of  being  a^  little 
fl^ujtiotts  not  to  seU  our  qo^nAry  and  c^mseience  £or 
AQthling :  of  teaching  ln^ndlords  fa>  ham  at  least  o»e 
4^ree  Qi  meifcy  toward  thdr  tenants:  lastly^  ef 
l^ntting  ^  spiirit  of  h(Kiesty»  indiistry,  and  skill  into 
our  shopkeepers;  who,  if  a  resolution  coiildnow  be 
taken  to  biny  only  our  oegative  goodiai^  wauM  ini« 
VQiediately  unite  tp  cheat  and  exact  upoa  ns  m  the 
pi?iqe»  ih^  EMsasm;e«  and  the  iroodaess^  nor  could 


«ver  yetbebroughcibo  finake  one  &ir  proposal  of 
ijiut  cfealiiig»th0iighoft9ii.aiideanie8tijr  invited  to  it* 

Therefore  I  repeats  let  no  man  talk  to  me  of: these 
vftnd  the  like  expedienlf ,  itill  he  ha^  at  least  some 
glimpse  of  bope«  tbM  there  will  everlbe  some  hearty 
and  sincere  atempt  to.pni;  them  in  practice. 

Biit,;a3  to  mjTself,  having  been  wearied  out  fqr 
mamy  years  with  oiSering  vain,  idl^,  ^visionary 
thoughts,  and  at  ^length  utterly  di^ap^iring  of.i^uG- 
cess,  1  fortiisAtely  fell , upon  this  proposal;  which, 
asit  istwb<rilyiaew,  so  it  has :  something  eolkl  and 
real,  of  no  eifpenpe  and  flittle  itroubie^  ifull  in  our 
own  power>  aad  whereby  we  can  incur  no  danger 
in  disobliging  England.  For  this  kind  of  commo- 
dity .will  not  bear  exportation,  the  flesh  being  of 
^too  tendefiaiconsbtenoe  to  admit  a  long  continu* 
ance  in  salt^  although  perhaps  I  could  name  a  coun- 
try, whiohtflvould  be  glad  to  eat  up  <  our  whole  na« 
iion  iwithottt.it. 

After  all)  I  am  not  iso  ivielently  bent  upon  .my 

ovm  opinteo  as: to  reject  any  offer. propoBed  by  wise 

.ineB,ij!rhieh{shaIl  be  found  equallyiinnooen^,  oheapy 

easy,  and  effectual,    ifiut  before  something  of  that 

kind  shall   be  advanced  in  contradiction    to  my 

scheme,  and  offering  a  better,  I  desire  the  author  or 

authors  will  be  pleased  maturely  to  consider  two 

points.     First,  as  things  now  stand,  how  they  will  be 

able  to  find  food  and  raiment  for  a  hundred  thousand 

useless  mouths  and  backs.     And  secondly,  there 

being  a  round  million  of  creatures  in  human  figure 

thoughout  this  kingdom,  whose  whole  subsistence 

put  into  a  common  stock  would  leave  them  in  debt 

two  millions  of  pounds  sterling,  adding  those  who 

are  beggars  by  profession,  to  the  bulk  of  farmers* 

cottagers,  and  labourers^  with  the  wives  and  chil- 

dren,  who  are  beggars  in  effect;  I  desire  those  poU* 

vol,,  yiu  e  g 
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ticians  who  dislike  my  overture,  and  may  perhaps 
be  so  bold  as  to  attempt  an  answer,  that  they  ivill 
first  ask  the  parents  of  these  mortals,  ^  whether  they 
would  not  at  this  day  think  it  a  great  happiness  to 
have  been  sold  for  food  at  a  year  old,  in  the  manner 
I  prescribe,  and  thereby  have  avoided  such  a  per- 
petual scene  of  misfortunes,  as  they  have  since  gone 
through,  by  the  oppression  of  landlords,  the  impos- 
sibility of  paying  rent  without  money  or  trade,  the 
want  of  common  sustenance,  with  neither  house  nor 
clothes  to  cover  them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather,  and  the  most  inevitable  prospect  of  entail- 
ing the  like,  or  greater  miseries)  upon  their  breed 
for  ever. 

I  profess,  in  the  sincerity  of  my  hearty  that  I  have 
not  the  least  personal  interest  in  endeavouring  to 
promote  this  necessary  work,  having  no  other  mo- 
tive than  the  public  good  of  my  country,  by  ad- 
vancing our  trade,  providing  for  infants,  relieving 
the  poor,  and  giving^  some  pleasure  to  the  rich.  I 
have  no  children  by  which  I  can  propose  to  get  a 
single  penny  ;  the  youngest  being  nine  years  oldf 
and  my  wife  past  child-bearing. 


.» , 


♦. 
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THE  SUBSTANCE 


OT  WHAT  WAS  SAID  BT 


THE  DEAN  OF  ST  PATRICK'S 


TO 


TBS  LORD  MAYOR  AND  SOME  OF  THE  ALDER- 
MEN OF  DUBLIN; 

WHBN   HIS    LORDSHIP    CAME    TO    PRESENT    THE    SAID 
DEAN  WITH  HIS  FREEDOM  IN  A  GOLD  BOX. 


When  his  lordship  had  said  a  few  words,  and  pre* 
sented  the  instrument,  the  dean  gently  put  it  back^ 
and  desired  first  to  be  heard,  "He  said,  "  He  was 
«^  much  obliged  to  his  lordship  an4  the  <^ity  for  the 
**  honour  they  were  going  to  do  him ;  and  which, 
««  as  he  was  informed,  they  had  long  intended  him: 
<^  That  it  was  true,  this  honour  was  mingled  with  a 
<<  Utile  piprtification,  by  the  delay  which  attended 
f ^  it ;  but  which,  however,  he  did  not  impute  to  his 
«<  lordship  or  tJtxe  city:  and  that  the  mortification 
**  was  the  less,  because  he  would  willingly  hope  the 
^^  delay  was  founded  on  a  mistake ;  for  which  opi- 
*^  nion  he  would  tell  his  reason."    Hesaid,  "  It  was 
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'*  well  known  that  some  time  ago,  a  person  ^  with 
^  a  title  was  pleased,  in  two  great  assemblies,  to 
^<  rattle  bitterly  somebody  without  a  name,  under 
**  the  injjirious  appellations  of  a  tory,  a  jacobite,  an 
**  enemy  to  King  George,  and  a  libeller  of  the  go- 
<^  vernment;  which  chamcter,"  the  dean  said, 
**  many  people  thought  was  applied  to  him :  but  he 
«*  was  unwilling  to  be  of  that  opinion,  because  the 
*'  person  who  had  delivered  those  abusive  words 
^*  had,  for  '  several  'years,  caressed  and  courted  and 
^^  solicited  his  friendship,  more  than  any  man  in 


*  The  ptntm  htte  intiiiiftted,  Jdsbila,  >Loffd  AUeii,  (iriMa 

Swift  elsewhere  satirises  nnder  the  name  of  Traulns,)  was  born  in 

1685.    He  u  said  to  hare  been  a  weak  and  dissipated  man;  ind 

some  particulars  are  recorded  by  tradition  concerning  his  marriags 

with'Miss  Du  Pass,  (whote- father  was  elerk  of  die  S^reteryof 

State's  ofite  in  Jaiaes  the^eeood's  raign,  and  died  in  Ipdia  in  1 609,) 

which  do  very  little  honour  either  to  hb  heart  or  understaoding. 

It  is  reported,  that  being  trepanned  into  a  marriage  with  tins 

lady,  by  a  stratagem  t>f  •  ^he  geitJInaUMi  Lionel,  Duke  of  Dond^ 

Lord  Allen  refused,  for   some  time,  to  acknowledge  her  is 

Ills  wife.    But  the  lady,  after  living  some  time  io  close  retiie- 

«Knt,  eansed  an  advertisement  to>  be  ioBerted  in  the  papers,  staliig 

the  death  of  a  brother  in  the  East  Indies,  by  whieh  Miss  Hnigi- 

fet  Du  tHus  had  succeeded  to  a  large  fortune.    Accordingly,  tk 

'|tnt  onmourAingy  and  assumed  an  equipage  confor&iiog  to  btt 

'supposed  change  of  fortufne.    Lord  Allen^s  tdMm  beitijg  mneh  de^ 

canged,  be  became  now  as  ani^ous  to. prove  the  marringdwiA 

-  the  w^tty  heiitess,  as'he  luld  foittierty  been  to  diiown  the  nn- 

^portioned  damsel,  and  succeeded,  after  such  opposition  as  ths^f 

'  judged  necessary  to  give  colour  to  the  farce.    Before  the  deceit 

was  discbvered,  Lady  Allen,' i»y  her  good  senBe^aad  lalenis,  ind 

•  obtained  ^ttdhasceadante  over  her  biisbiiiid,diat  they  ever  ■fte^ 

wb4s  Mved  in  gr^t  harmony. 

Lord  Allen  was,  at  the  time  of  giving  offence  to  Swift)  i 
privy.counsellor,' and  distinguislied  himself,  itccofdlng  to  Liodj^ 
In  the  Bouse  of  Peers,  by  his  excdient  sp^bes  fto  thd  bok^t^ 
Ids  country.    IfodiedatStiilorgaii,  I7ls. 

It. 
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<<  either  I^ngdoiQ  h^  e^ver  done ;  by  inviting  hiiQito 
^^  his  house  intowq  an^  country;  by  coming  to  the  ^ 
**  deanery  often ;  and  calling  or  sen^ing.alniost  €ty$ry' 
day  .when  the  dean  wa^  sick;  withiinany  other* 
particalars  of  the  same  nature,  which,  continned- 
**  even  to  a  day  orr  two  of  the  time  when^  the  said- 
*^  person  made  those,  invectives  in  the  council,  and 
*^  house  of  lords.  Therefore,  that  the  dean  woiild) 
^  by  no  means  think  those  scurrilous  words  could> 
<*  be  intended,  against  him;  because  such  a  pro* 
**  ceedipg  wpuld  overthrow  all  the  principles;  cl*  ho« 
^*  nour,  justice,  religion,  truth,  and  even  coinmon- 
'^  humanity.  Therefore  thQ  dean  will  end^avpurto^ 
*'  believe,  that  the  said  person  ha4  some  other  ob* 
ject  in  his  thoughts ;  and  it  wag  only  the  uncha* 
ritable  custom  of  the  world  that  applied  this* 
'^  character  to  him.  However,  that  he  would  insist 
on  this  argument  no  longer :  but  one  thing  he 
would  affirm  and  declare,  without  assigning  any* 
name  or  making  any  exception.  That,  whoever 
either  did^  or  does,  of  sh^l  liereafter  at  any  tim^ 
charge  him  with  the  charafCter  of  a  jacobite,  an 
enemy  to  King  George,  or  aj  libeller  of  the  go* 
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'^  vemment,  the  said  accusation  wag,  is,  an4  will  b^ 
^'  false,  malicious,  slanderous,  and  sdtogether  ground* 
^*  less.  And  he  would  t^ke  the  freedom  to  ^ll> 
^<  his  lordship,  and  the  rest  that  stood  by,  that  he 
^^  had  done  more  service  to  th.e  Hanover  title^  a^d 
more  disservice  to  thje.  pretender's  cause^  than 
forty  thousand  of  those  noisy^  railing,  malicious^ 
empty  zealots,  to  whom  nature  has  denied  any 
^'  talent  that  could  be  of  use  to  God  <^  their  coun* 
*'  try,  and  left  them  only  the  gift  of  reviling,  and 
^  spitting  their  venom,  agsunst  all  who  differ  from 
*^  them  in  their  destructive  principl^s»  both  in  chufch 
^^  and  state.    That  he  confessed^  it  was  scNoaetimes 
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'*  his  misfortune  to  dislike  some  things  in  public 
"  proceedings  in  both  kingdoms,  wherein  he  had 
**  often  the  honour  to  agree  with  wise  and  good 
"  men;  but  this  did  by  no  means  affect  either  his 
'^  loyalty  to  his  prince,  or  love  to  his  country.  But, 
**  on  the  contrary,  he  protested  that  such  dislikes 
**  never  arose  in  him  from  any  other  principles,  than 
"  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  king,  and  his  affection 
^  to  the  kingdom.  That  he  had  been  acquainted 
"  with  courts  and  ministers  long  enough,  and  knew 
•*  too  well  that  the  best  ministers  might  mistake  in 
points  of  great  importance;  and  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  know  many  more  able,  and  at  least  full 
**  as  honest,  as  any  can  be  ia.t  present."  The  dean 
farther  said,  "  That  since  he  had  been  so  falsely  re- 
presented, he  thought  it  became  him  to  give 
some  account  of  himself  for  above  twenty  years, 
if  it  were  only  to  justify  his  lordship  and  the  city 
"  for  the  honour  they  were  going  to  do  him."  He 
related  briefly  how,  **  merely  by  his  own  personal 
"  credit,  without  other  assistance,  and  in  two  jour- 
*•  nies  at  his  expense,  he  had  procured  a  grant  of 
*'  the  first-fruits  to  the  clergy,  in  the  late  queen's 
time;  for  which  he  thought  he  deserved  some 
gentle  treatment  from  his  brethren.  That,  during 
all  the  administration  of  the  said  ministry,  he  had 
**  been  a  constant  advocate  for  those  who  are  cal- 
led the  whigs ;  had  kept  many  of  them  in  their  em- 
ployments, both  in  England  and  here,  and  some 
**  who  were  afterward  the  first  to  lift  up  their  heels 
*'  against  him."  He  reflected  a  little  upon  the  se- 
vere treatment  he  had  met  with  upon  his  return  to 
Ireland  after  her  majesty's  death,  and  for  someyears 
after:  "  That,  being  forced  to  live  retired,  he  could 
'*  think  of  no  better  way  to  do  public  service,  than 
**  by  employing  all  the  little  money  he  could  save, 


CC 
CC 


CC 
CC 


TO  THE  MAYOX  OF  DUBLIN.  4?! 

<<  and  lendii^  it,  without  iatereiA,  in  small  sums,  to 
*^  poor  industrious  tradesmen,  without  examining 
*'  their  party  or  their  faith.  And  God  had  so  far 
*^  pleased  to  bless  his  endeavours,  that  his  managers 
"  tell  him  he  has  recovered  above  two  hundred-  fa- 
"  milies  in  this  city  from  ruin,  and  placed  most  of  • 
"  them  in  a  comfortable  way  of  life/'  The  dean 
related  how  much  he  had  suffered  in  his  purse,  and,  • 
with  what  hazard  to  his  liberty,  by  a  most  iniquitous^ 
judge;  who,  to  gratify  his  ambition  and  rage  of 
party,  had  condemned  an  innocent  book,  written 
with  no  worse  a  design,  than  to  persuade  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  to  -West  their  own  manufactures.  * 
How  the  said  judge  had  endeavoured  to  get  a  jury 
to  his  mind ;  but  they  proved  so  honest,  that  he  was 
forced  to  keep  them  eleven  hours,  and  send,  them 
back  nine  times,  until  at  last  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  the  printer  to  the  mercy  of  the  court ;  and  the 
dean  was  forced  to  procure  a  noli  prosequi  from  a 
noble  person,  then  secretary  of  state,  who  had  been 
his  old  friend.  The  dean  then  freely  confessed  him- 
self to  be  the  author  of  those  books  called  "The 
**  Drapier*s  letters  ;'*  and  spoke  gently  of  the  pro- 
clamation, offering  three  hundred  pounds  to  dis- 
cover the  writer.  He  said,  '^  That  although  a  cer- 
**  tain  person  was  pleased  to  mention  those  books  in 
"  a  slight  manner  at  a  public  assembly,  yet  he  (the 
"  dean)  had  learned  to  ^believe,  that  there  were  ten 
^^  thousand  to  one  in  the  kingdom  who  differed 
**  from  that  person :  and  the.  people  of  England^ 
**  who  had  ever  heard  of  the  matter,  as  well  as  in 
*^  France,  were  all  of  the  same  opinion."  The  dean 
mentioned  several  other  particulars,  some  of  which 


*  See  p.  16. 
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those  froim  wheni  I  had:  the  aecouat  c^nti  not  re-, 
colled^  cmd)  others,  although  of  great  cotiaeqoencep 
perhaps  htB  enetnies  would  not  allow  biaib  .  The 
dean  concladed  with  acknowledging,  to  have  ex* 
pressed  his  wishes,  that  an  inscription  might  have 
been  gmven  oh  the  box,  showing  some  reason  why 
the  city  thought  fit  to  do  him  tltat  honour,,  which 
was  much  oat  o£  the  common  forms  to  a  persou  in  ik 
private  station ;  those  distinctions  being  usually 
made  only  to  chief-governors,  or  persons  in  very 
high  employmeuts. 
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ADVERTISEMENT  BY  DR  SWlFff, 


IN  1119  OBPS17CI1&  AGAIirST  JOSHUA,  LORD- 

FEB.  18,  1729. 


••-Whemas  Dr  Jonathan  Swift,  Dean  of  St  Pa- 
trick's, Dublin,  hath  been  credibly  informed,  that  on 
Friday  the  13th  of  this  instant  February,  a  certain 
person  did,  in  a  public  place,  and  in  the  hearing  of 
a  great  number,  apply  himself  to  the  right  honour- 
able the  lord  mayor  of  this  city,  and  some  of  his  bre- 
threh,  in  the  following  reproachful  manner :  ^  My 
lord,  you  and  your  city  can  squander  away  the  pub- 
lic money,  in  giving  a  gold  box  to  a  fellow  who  has 
libelled  the'  government  V  or  words  to  that  efTect. 
Now,  if  the  said  words,  or  words  to  the  like  effectt 
were  intended  against  him  the  said  dean,  and  as  a 
reflection  on  the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  commons,  for  the  decreeing  unanimously, 
and  in  full  assembly,  the  freedom  of  this  city  to  the 
said  deah,  in  an  honourable  manner,  on  account  of 
an  opinion  they  had  conceived  of  some  services 
done  by  him  the  said  dean  to  this  city,  and  to  the 
kingdom  in  general :  The  said*  dean*  doth  declare, 
that  the  said  words,  or  words  to  the  like  effect,  are 
insolent,  false,  scandalous,  malicious,  and  in  a  parti- 
cular manner  perfidious ;  the  said  person,  who  is  re- 
ported to  have  spoken  the .  said  or  the  like  words^ 
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having,  for  some  years  past,  and  even  within  some 
few  days,  professed  a  great  friendship  for  the  said 
dean  ;  and,  what  is  hardly  credible,  sending  a  com- 
mon friend  of  the  dean  and  himself,  not  many  hours 
after  th^  said  or  the  like  words  had  been  spoken,  to 
renew. his  profession  of  friendship  to  the  said  dean, 
but  concealing  the  oratory  ;  whereof  the  dean  had 
no  account  till  the  following  day,  and  then  told  it  to 
9U  his  friends/' 


» 
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VINDICATION 

* 

•  OF 

HIS  EXCELLENCY  JOHN,  LORD  CARTERET, 

FROM 

THE  CHARGE  OF  FAVOURING  NONE  BUT  TORIES,  HIGH- 
CHURCHMEN^  AND  JACOBITES.       1730. 


£Lord  CjirtBret,  who  had  long  headed  a  party  in  the  cabinet  against 
thelniuenoeof  iWialpole,  now  held  the  sitqatiod  of  loid-Jieute* 
nant  in  Ireland,  under  very  precarious  circumstances.'  He  was 
suspected  of  having  inflamed  the  dispute  concerning  Wood's 
patent,  by  caballing  with  the  Brodericks  ;  and  Walpole,  ingeni- 
ous in  his  revenge,  'contrived  to  have  him  sent  as  lord-lieute- 
nant to  Irebudfior  the  very  purpose^  of  carrying  through  that 
measure^  Ci^rti^r^t  could  only  prevent  his  utter  disgracd  ai 
.court  by  accepting  this  painful  preferment,  and  the  reader  has 

.  already  seen  how  muph  he  was  embarrassed  in  the  task  impose^ 
upon  hini.  When  Wood's  patent  was  resigned,  Lord  Carteret 
was  still  •pevmitted  to  retain  the  nominal  authority,  whil^be 
real  government  of  Ireland  was  vested  in  Dr  Hugh  Boulter^ 
who  had  been  advanced  from  the  bishopric  of  Bristol  to  be 
primate  of  Ireland.  Thus  employed,  without  being  cither  fa. 
▼oured  or  trusted,  the  lord -lieutenant's  situation  was  ren^red 
■  still  more  difficult  by  the*  accuracy  with  which.  aU.  his  motions 

.  were  watched,  and  the  invidious  eagerness:  by  which  his  attach* 
ment  to  Swift,  and  other  men  of  his  party,  was  construed  into 
an  encouragement  of  disaffection  to  the  government*     To  coun* 

.    teract  these  iiisiniiations,  is  the  object  of  the  Dean's 'humorous 
vindicatioit. 


IH  ©rder  to  treat  this  important  subject  with  Ih^ 
greatest  fairness  and  impartiality,  perhaps  it  may  be 
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convenient  to  give  some  account  of  his  excellency ; 
in  whose  life  and  character  there  are  certain  particu- 
)arsy  which  might  give  a  very  just  suspicion  of  some 
truth  in  the  accusation  he  lies  under. 

He  is  descended  from  two  noble,  ancient,  and 
most  loyal  families,  the  Carterets  and  the  Granvilles: 
too  much  distinguished,  I  confess,  for  what  they  ac« 
ted,  and  what  they  suffered,  in  defending  the  former 
constitution  in  church  and  state,  under  king  Charles 
the  martyr :  I  mean  that  very  prince,  on  account  of 
whose  martyrdom  a  form  of  prayer,  with  fasting,  was 
enjoined  by  act  of  parliament  to  be  used  on  the  SOth 
day  of  January  every  year,  to  implore  the  mercies  of 
God,  that  the  guilt  of  that  sacred  andinnocent  blood 
night  not  be  visited  on  us  or  onr  posterity ;  as  we 
ipay  read  at  large  in  our  Common  Primer  Bo<As ; 
which  day  has  been  solemnly  kept,  even  within  the 
memory  of  many  men  now  alive. 

His  excellency,  the  present  lord,  was  educated 
in  the  University  of  Oxfoid  * ;  from  whence,  with 
a  singularity  scarce  to  be  justified,  he  carried  away 
more  Greek,  Latin,  and  philosophy,  than  properly 
became  a  person  of  bis  rank ;  indeed  muqh  more  of 
aatf^  than  most  of  those  who  are  forced  to  live  by 
their  learning:,  will  be  at  the  unnecessary  pains  to 
load  their  h^dg  with. 

This  was  the  rock  he  split  on,  upon  his  first  ap- 
pearance in  the  world,  and  having  just  got  clear  of 
his  guardians.  For,  as  soon  as  he  came  to  town, 
some  bishops  and  clergymen,  and  other  persons 
most  eminent  for  learning  and  parts,  got  him  among 
them ;  from  whom,  although  he  were  fortunately 


«  In  Christ-Churcli  College,  to  which  his  lordship  mofi^ 
from  Weitmiiistef  a4An  early  age; 


drfl^g«d  by  a  lady  and  the  court,  yet  he  could  never 
wipe  off  the  stain,  ttorwasfa  ottt  the  tincture  of  his 
university  acquirements  and  dispositions. 

To  this  another  misfortune  was  added,  that  it 
pleased  Godito  endow  hiiii  twitb  great  natural  ta- 
lents, menoory,  judgment,  comprehension,  eloquence^ 
and  wit;  and,:to  finish  the  -work,  all  these  were  for- 
tified, even  in' his  youth,  with  the  advantages  re- 
ceived  by  such  employments  as  are  best  fitted  both 
to  exercise  and  polish  the  gifts  of  nature  and  educa- 
tion,— having  been  ambassador  in  several  courts,wheK 
his  £4^  would  hardly  allow  him  to  take  a  degree ; 
and  made  principal  secretary  of  state  at  a  period 
when,  «iccording  to  custom,  be  ought  to  have  been 
busied  in  losing  his  money  at  a  chocolate-house,  or 
in  other  amusements  equally  laudaUe  and  apidemiCp 
among  persons  of  honour. 

I  cannot  omit  another  weak-side  in  his  excellea- 
cy.  For  it  is  known,  and  can  be  proved  upon  him^, 
that  Greek  and  Latin  books  might  be  found  evevy 
day  in  fats  dressing-robm,  if  it  were  carefully  seareb- 
ed ;  and  there  is  reason '  to  suspect,  that  some  of  th^ 
said  books  have  been  privately  conveyed  to  him  by 
tofy  hands.  \l  am  likewise  assured,  that  he  has  been 
taken  in  the  very  fact  of  reading  ttie  said  books,  even 
in  the  midst  oi  a  session,  to  the  great  neglect  of  pub- 
lic affairs^» 


*•  Of  this  Mr  Sheridan  affords  us  a  remarkable  iastance. 

<«.On  tbeappoiatmentof  LofdCarteret  tothegoverameatoflie* 
iaad,  who Ind- beeoonepC bb  oid  frieade,  Dr SbevidaB  was  one ^ 
the  fifst'be  vocoflBmaiided  to  his  protectioa.  Hif got  bim  appoint* 
ad  onej(of  htoidomflitic chaplains, 'with a  proottse of  maluaga pro- 
'vlrioBforhimiatheohnrch.  Loid  Carteret,  who  wasbisvself  an  ei« 
Calient  eehoiarySfnon /distinguished  the  doctor's  merit  in  that  liaift  ; 
nor  was  heiessplouad-wath  him  as  a  companion,  often  ipvilii|f 
hbn  to  his  private  parties ;  and  sometimes^  hijriog  Ids  stataaiidr>  be 
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I  own,  there  iiiay.besome<grounds  for  thiis  charge  i 
because  I  have  it  .from  igood  hands^  that  when  hit 
excellency  is  at  diotner  with  one  or  two  scholars  at 
his  elbows,  he  grows  a  most  insupportable  and  un- 
intelligible  companion  tO:  all  the.  fine  gentlemen 
round  the  table. 

'  I  cannot  deny,. that  his  excellency  lies  under  ano- 
ther very  great  disadvantage  ;  for,  with  all  the  ac* 
complishments  above  mentioned,  adding  that  of  a 
most  comely  and  graceful  person,  and  during  the 
prime  of  youth,  spirits,  and  vigour,  he  has  in  a  most 
unexemplary  manner  led  a  regular  domestic  life ; 
discovers  a  great  esteem;  and  friendship,  and  love 
for  his  lady,  as  well  as  true  affection  for  his  child- 
ren ;  and  when  he  is  disposed  to  admit  an  entertain- 
ing evening  companion,  be  does  not  always  enough 
reflect,  whether  the  person  may  possibly  in  former 


DTOold  steal  out  from  the  castle  in  a  hackDey-chair  to  pass  the 
CTeAini;  at  Sheridan's  with  Swift,  and  the  select  Set  who  used  to 
meet  there.  By  desire  of  the  lord-lieutenant^  the  doctor  had  one 
of  the  tragedies  of  Sophocles  performed  by  Jiis  scholars  for  his  en- 
terta;inment.  Before  the  day  of  exhibition,  Lord  Carteret  ap- 
pointed >  morning  to  pass  with,  him  in  readlag  the  play  together, 
.in  order  to  xefre«h  hi^  memory  after,  so  lo^g  an  /ibse&ce  from  his 
Greek,  studies.  The  doctor  was  astonished  at  the  facility  and  ac- 
curacy with  which  he  translated  this  difficult  'siuthor,  haying  scarce 
any  opportunity  of  giving  him  assistance  through  the  whole  play. 
While  he. was  expressing  his  surprise  at  this,  and  admiration  at 
the  wonderful  knowledge  which  his  lordship  showed  of  the  Greek 
language^  I^ord  Carteret^  with  great  candour,  told  him,  he  would 
let  him  into  the  secret  'how  he  came  to  be  so  far  master  of  this 
particular  author.  He  said,  that  when  he  was  envoy  in  Denmark^ 
he  bad  been  for  a  long  time  confined  to  his  chamber,  partly^  by 
illness,  and  partly  by  the  severity  of  the.  weather;  and  having  but 
few  books  with  him,  he  had  read  Sophocles^over  and  over  so  oftem 
as  to  be  able  almost  to  repeat  the  whole  <«er6a^tm,  which  im- 
pressed it  ever  after  indelibly  on  his  memory«"«^SheridaQ'8  Life 
of  Swift. 
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^bqrs  have  lain  undpif  the  imputation  of-  a  tory ;  nor 
at  such  times  do  the  natural  or  affected  fears  of  po* 
pery  and  the  pretender  make  any  part  of  Hhe  con« 
versation  ;  I  presume,  because  neither  Homer,  Plar 
to,  Aristotle,  nor  Cicero,  have  made  any  mention  oi 
them*  . '    •    • 

These  I  freely  acknowledge  to  be  his  excellency's 
failings :  yet,  I  think  it  is  agreed  by  philosophers 
and  divtnei^  that  some  allowance  ought  to  be  given 
to  human  infirmity,  and  to. the  prejudices*  of  a  wrong 
education. 

.    .  I  am  well  aware  how  much  my  sentiments  differ 
from  the  orthodox  opinions  of  one  or  two  principal 
patriots,  at  the  head  of  whom  I  name  with  honour 
Pistorides  "** ;  for  these  have  decided  the  matter  di- 
rectly against  me,  by  declaring,  th&t  no  person  who 
.  was  ever  known  to  lie  under  the  suspicion  of  one 
single  tory  principle,  or  who  had  been  once  seen  at 
a  great  man's  levee  in  the  worst  of  times  t  should  be 
allowed  to  come  within  the  verge  of  the  Castle; 
much  less  to  bow  in  the  antechamber,-  appear  at  the 
-assemblies,  or  dance  at  a  birth-night.     However^  I 
dare  assert  that  this  maxim  has  been  often  controul- 
«d ',  and  that,  on  the  contradry,  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  early  penitents  have  been  received  into  grace, 


*  Richard  Tighe,  Esq.  incurred  the  remorseless  ridicule  of  the 
Dean,  by  being  the  person  who  officiously  informed  Lord  Girfee« 
Tit  of  Sheridan's  unfortunate  choice  of  a  text  for  the  anniTers^ry 
of  Queen  Anne's  death,  by  which  the  Doctor  lost  his  appoint- 
ment as  chaplain  to  the  lord.lieutenant.  See  Vol.  XVIL  p.  3b, 
35.  Tighe  is  in  this  tract  called  Pistorides,  and  in  tiie  Legion 
Club  denominated  Dick  Fitzbaker,  in  allusion  to  his  descent  from 
a  contractor  who  supplied  CromwelPs  army  with  bread. 

-f  The  four  last  years  of  Queen  Anne,  when  Lord  Oxford  was 
siinisterj  was  so  called  by  the  whigs.-^H. 
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who  are  now  an  oraanient»  hafipinesfl^  and  rapport 
to  the  nation. 

Neidier  do  I  find  any  murmuring  on  some  other 
points  of  greater  importance,  where  thbiforoarite 
maxim  is  not  so  strictly  observed. 

To  instance  only  in  one.  I  have  not  heard  that^ 
jmy  care  has  hitherto  been  taken  to  discover  iwhe- 
4her  Madame  Violante^  be  a  whig  or  tory  in  iher 
/principles;  or  even  that  she  has  ever  jbeen  oflbred 
4he  oaths  to  government ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  toU 
that  she  openly  professes  herself  to  be  a  high-'flyer; 
mid  it  is  not  improbable,  by  her  outlandish  name, 
jshe  may  also  be  a  papist  in  her  heart ;  yet  we  see 
AhiSvillttstriousand  dangerous  female  openly  oareised 
byrprincipal  persons  of  both  parties,  who  contribute 
<to^apport  her  in  a  splendid  manner,  without  the 
feast  apprehensions  from  a  gmnd  jury,  or  even  from 
:Squire  Hartley  Hutchesonf  himself^  that  sealous 
prosecutor  of  hawkers  and  libels :  and,  as  Hobbes 
wisely  observes,  so  much  money  being  equtfsknt 
to  so  much  power,  it  may  deserve  considering,  with 
what  safety  such  an  instrument  of  power,  ought  to  be 
trusted  in  the  hands  of  an  alien,  who. has  not  given 
any  legal  security  for  her  good  aifi^tioa  to  the  go- 
vernment. 

I  confess  there  is  one  evil  which  I  could  wish  our 
friends  would  think  proper  to  redress.  There  are 
many  whigs  in  this  kingdom  of  the  old-fashioned 
atamp,  of  whom  we  might  make  very  good  use. 
They  bear  the  same  loyalty  with  us  to  the  Hanove- 
rian family,  in  the  person  of  King  George  the  Hi 
the  same  abhorrence  of  the  pretender,  with  the  con- 


*  A  famous  Italian  rope-daocer.-— H. 
f  A  Justice  of  Peace  who  afterwards  gate  Swift  farther  prote* 
itton* 
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seqv^nces  of  popery  and  slavery ;  aad  the  same  in- 
dulgence to  tender  consciences  :  but  having  nothing 
to  ask  for  themselves,,  and  therefore  the  more  leisure 
to  think  for  the  public,  they  are  often  apt  to  entertain 
fears  and  melancholy  prospeqts  concerning  the  state 
of  their  country,  the  decay  of  trade,  the  want  of  mo- 
ney, the  miserable  condition  of  the  people,  with 
other  topics  of  the. like  nature ;  all  which  do  equally 
concern  both  whig  and  tory  ;  who,  if  they  have  aqy 
thing  to  lose,  must  be  equally  sufferers.  Perhaps  one 
or  two  of  these  melancholy  gentlemen  will  some- 
times venture  to  publish  their  thoughts  in  print : 
now  I  can  by  no  means  approve  our  usual  custom 
of  cursing  and  railing  at  this  species  of  thinkers,  un- 
der the  names  of  tories,  Jacobites,  papists>  libellers^ 
rebels,  and  the  like. 

This  was  the  utter  ruin  of  that  poor,  hungry,  bust- 
ling,'well-meaning  mortal  Pistorides,  who  lies  equal- 
ly under  the  contempt  of  both  parties;  with  no 
other  difference  than  a  mixture  of  pity  on  one  side, 
and  of  aversion  on  the  other. 

How  has  he  been  pelted,  pestered,  and  pounded 
by  one  single  wag,  who  promises  never  to  forsake 
him,  living  or  dead*  ! 

I  was  much  pleaseid  with  the  humour  of  a  sur- 
geon in  this  town,  who  having,  in  his  own  appre- 
hension, received  some  great  injustice  from  the  Earl 
of  Galway,  and  despairing  of  i*evenge  as  well  as  re- 
lief, declared  to  all  his  friends,  that  he  had  set  apart 
one  hundred  guineas  to  purchase  the  earPs  carcass 


*  In  a  letter  to  Sheridao,  ^Sth  September  17^5,  the  Dean  ex- 
ports his  friend  to  aienge  himself  on  Tighe,  ^^  the  beast  who  had 
kicked  him,"  and  promises  his  assistance.  Accordingly,  he  was 
a  distinguished  mark  of  Swift's  satire  upon  every  possible  occa- 
sion. 

VOL.  Vll.  H  h 
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from  the  sexton,. whenever  it  should  die,  to  make  a 
skeleton  of  the  bones,  stuff  the  hide;  and  show  them 
for  threepence ;  and  thus  get  vengeance  for  the  in- 
juries he  had  suffered  by  its  owner. 

Of  the  like  spirit  too  often  is  that  implacable  race 
of  wits,  against  ^whom  there  is  no  defence  but  in- 
nocence and  philosophy,  neither  of  which  is  likely 
to  be  at  hand  j  and  therefore  the  wounded  have  no 
where  to  fly  for  a  cure,  but  to  downright  stupidity, 
a  craved  head,  or  a  profligate  contempt  of  guilt  and 
ishame. 

I  am  therefore  sorrv  for  that  other  miserable  crea- 
ture  Traulus* ;  who,  although  of  somewhat  a  diflfef- 
ent  species,  yet  seems  very  far  to  outdo  even  the  ge- 
nius of  Pistorides,  in  that  miscarrying  talent  of  rail- 
ing, without  consistency  or  discretion,  against  the 
most  innocent  persons,  according  to  the  present  si- 
tuation of  his  gall  and  spleen.  I  do  not  blame  an 
honest  gentleman,  for  the. bitterest  invectives  against 
one  to  whom  he  professes  the  greatest  friendship, 
provided  he  acts  in  the  dark  so  as  not  to  be  disco- 
vered :  but  in  the  midst  of  caresses,  visits,  and  invi- 
tations, to  run  into  the  streets,  or  to  as  public  a  place, 
and  without  the  least  pretended  incitement  s{>utter 
out  the  basest  and  falsest  accusations,  then  to  wipe 
his  mouth,  come  up  smiling  to  his  friend,  shake 
him  by  the  hand,  and  tell  him  in  a  whisper  it  was 
all  for  his  service.  This  proceeding  I  am  bold  to 
think  a  great  failure  in  pradence :  and  I  am  afraid 
lest  such  a  practitioner,  with  a  body  so  open,  so 
foul^  and  so  full  of  sores,  may  fall  under  the  resent- 


*  Joshua,  Lord  Allen.  For  the  ground  of  the  charge  liere 
made,  see  substance  of  Swift's  speech  to  the  mayor  attd  Memeo^ 
and  the  subsequent  adTertisement. 
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ment  of  an  incensed  political  surgeon,  who  is  not  in 
much,  renown  for  his  mercy,  upon  great  provoca- 
tions :  who,  without  waiting  for  his  death,  will  flay 
and  dissect  him  alive ;  and  to  the  view  of  mankind 
lay  open  ail  the  disordered  cells  of  his  brain,  the  ve- 
nom of  his  tongue,  the  corruption  of  his  heart,  and 
spots  and  flatuses  of  his  spleen;  and  all  this  for 
threepence*. 

In  such  a  case,  what  a  scene  would  be  laid  open  I 
and,  to  drop  my  metaphor,  what  a  character  of  our 
mistaken  friend  might  an  angry  enemy  draw  and 
expose  !  particularizing  that  unnatural  conjunction 
of  vices  and  follies,  so  inconsistent  with^ach  other 
in  the  same  breast :  furious  and  fawning,  scurrilous 
and  flattering,  cowardly  and  provoking,  insolent  and 
abject ;  most  profligately  false,  with  llhe  strongest 
professions  of  sincerity ;  positive  and  variable,  tyran- 
nical and  slavish. 

I  apprehend,  that  if  all  this  should  be  set  out  to 
the  world,  by  an  angry  whig  of  the  old  stamp,  the 
unavoidable  consequence  must  be,  a  confinement  of 
our  friend  for  some  months  more  to  his  garret ;  and 
thereby  depriving  the  public  for  so  long  a  time,  and 
in  so  important  a  juncture,  of  his  useful  talents  in 
their  service,  while  he  is  fed  like  a  wild  beast  through 
a  hole;  but  I  hope  with  a  special  regard  to  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  oPhis  nourishment. 

In  vain  would  his  excusers  endeavour  to  palliate 
his  enormities,  by  imputing  them  to  madness ;  be- 
cause it  is  well  known,  that  madness  only  operates 
by  inflaming  and  enlarging  the  good  or  evil  disposi- 
tions of  the  mindf  •    For  the  curators  of  Bedlam  as* 


•  See  the  Poem  called  Traalas. 

f  In    the  satire  of  Traalas,  one  of  the   speakers    defends 
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sure  us,  that  some  lunatics  are  persons  of  honour^ 
truth,  benevolence,  and  many  other  virtues,  which 
appear  in  their  highest  ravings,  although  after  a  wild 
incoherent  manner ;  while  others,  on  the  contrary, 
discover  in  every  word  and  action  the  utmost  base- 
ness and  depravity  of  human  minds ;  which  infalli- 
bly they  possessed  in  the  same  degree,  although  per- 
haps under  a  better  regulation,  before  their  entrance 
into  that  academy. 

But  it  may  be  objected,  that  there  is  an  argument 
of  much  force,  to  excuse  the  overflowings  of  that 
zeal  which  our  friend  shows  or  means  for  our  cause. 
And  it  must  be  confessed,  that  the  easy  and  smooth 
fluency  of  his  elocution,  bestowed  on  him  by  na- 
ture, and  cultivated  by  continual  practice,  added  to 
the  comeliness  of  his  person,  the  harmony  of  his 
voice,  the  gracefulness,  of  his  manner,  and  the  de- 
cency of  his  dress,  are  temptations  too  strong  for 
such  a  genius  to  resist,  upon  any  public  occasion  of 
making  them  appear  with  universal  sy)plause.  AxA 
if  good  men  are  sometimes  accused  of  loving  their 
jest  better  than  their  friend  ;  surely  to  gain  the  re- 
putation of  the  first  orator  in  the  kingdom,  no  noaD 
of  spirit  would  scruple  to  lose  all  the  friends  he  had 
in  the  world. 

It  is  usual  for  masters  to  make  their  boys  declaim 
on  both  sides  of  an  argument ;  and  as  some  kinds  of 
assemblies  are  called  the  schools  of  politics,  I  con- 
fess nothing  can  better  improve  political  schod-boys, 
than  the  art  of  making  plausible  or  implausible  ha- 
rangues, against  the  very  opinion  for  which  they  re- 
solve to  determine. 


Lord  AUen  against  the  accusation^  of  the  other,  by  pleading  ^ 
nadness. 
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So  cardinal  Perron,  after  having  spoke  for  an  hour> 
to  the  admiration  of  all  his  hearers,  to  prove  the  ex- 
istence of  God,  told  some  of  his  intimates,  that  he 
could  have  spoken  another  hour,  and  much  better, 
to  prove  the  contrary. 

I  have  placed  this  reasoning  in  the  strongest  light 
that  I  think  it  will  bear ;  and  have  nothing  to  an- 
swer, but  that,  allowing  it  as  much  weight  as  the 
reader  shall  please,  it  has  constantly  met  with  ill  suc- 
cess in  the  mouth  of  our  friend;  but  whether  for 
.  want  of  good  luck,  or  good  management,  I  suspend 
myjudgment. 

To  return  from  this  long  digression :  If  persons 
in  high  stations  have  been  allowed  to  choose  wenches 
without  regard  even  to  difference  in  religion,  yet 
never  incurred  the  least  reflection  on  their  loyalty  or 
their  protestantism,  shall  the  chief  governor  of  a  great 
kingdom  be  censured  for  choosing  a  companion, 
who  may  formerly  have  been  suspected  for  differing 
from  the  orthodox  in  some  speculative  opinions  of 
persons  and  ihings,  which  cannot  affect  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  a  sound  whig  ? 

But  let  me  suppose  a  very  possible  c^ise.  Here 
is  a  person  sent  to  govern  Ireland,  whose  unfortu- 
nate weak-side  it  happens  to  be,  for  several  rea,sons 
above-mentioned,  that  he  has  encouraged  the  at- 
tendance of  one  or  two  gentlemen  distinguished  for 
their  taste,  their  wit,  and  their  learning;  whp  have 
taken  the  oaths  to  his  majesty,  and  pray  heartily  for 
him ;  yet,  because  they  may  perhaps  be  stigmatised  ^ 
quondam  tories  by  Pistorides  and  his  gang,  his  excel- 
lency must  be  forced  to  banish  them,  under  the  pain 
and  peril  of  displeasing  the  zealots  of  his  own  party ; 
and  thereby  be  put  into  a  worse  condition  than 
every  common  good  fellow,  who  may  be  a  sincere 
protestant  and  a  loyal  subject,  and  yet  rather  choose 
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to  drink  fine  ale  at  the  Pope's  head,  then  muddy  at 
the  Kind's. 

Let  me  then  return  to  my  suppositions.  It  is  cer- 
tain  the  high-Hown  loyalists,  in  the  present  sense  of 
the  word,  have  their  thoughts,  and  studies,  and 
tongues,  so  entirely  diverted  by  political  schemes, 
that  the  zeal  of  their  principles  has  eaten  up  their 
understandings ;  neither  have  they  time  from  their 
employments,  their  hopes,  and  their  hourly  labours, 
for  acquiring  new  additions  of  merit,  to  amuse  them- 
selves with  philological  converse  or  speculations, 
which  are  utterly  ruinous  to  all  schemes  of  rising  in 
the  world.  What  then  must  a  great  man  do,  whose 
ill  stars  have  fatally  perverted  him  to  a  love,  and 
taste,  and  possession  of  literature,  politeness,  And 
good  sense  ?  Our  thoroughsped  republic  of  whigs, 
which  contains  the  bulk  of  all  hopers,  pretenders, 
expecters,  and  professors,  are  beyond  all  doubt  nnost 
highly  useful  to  princes,  to  governors,  to  great 
ministers,  and  to  their  country ;  but  at  the  same 
time,  and  by  necessary  consequence^  the  most  dis- 
agreeable companions  to  all  who  have  that  unfor- 
tunate turn  of  mind  peculiar  to  his  excellency,  and 
perhaps  to  five  or  six  more  in  a  nation. 

I  do  not  deny  it  possible,  that  an  original  or  pro- 
selyte favourite  of  the  times,  might  have  been  bom 
to  those  useless  talents,  which  in  former  ages  quali- 
fie(\  a  man  to  be  a  poet  or  a  philosopher.  AU  I  con- 
tend for  is,  that  where  the  true  genius  of  party  cmce 
enters,  it  sweeps  the  house  clean,  and  leaves  room 
for  many  other  spirits  to  take  joint  possession,  until 
the  last  state  of  that  man  is  exceedingly  better  than 
the  first. 

I  allow  it  a  great  error  in  his  excellency,  that  he 
adheres  so  obstinately  to  his  <^d  unfashionable  aca- 
demic education ;  yet  so  perverse  is  human  nature. 
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that  the  usual  remedies  for  this  evil  in  others  hare 
produced  a  contrary  effect  in  him ;  to  a  degree,  that 
I  am  credibly  informed  he  will,  as  I  have  already 
hinted,  in  the  middle  of  a  session,  quote  passages 
out  of  Plato  and  Pindar  at  his  own  table,  to  some 
book4earned  companion,  without  blushing,  even 
v^hen  persons  of  great  stations  are  by. 

I.  will  venture  one  step  farther,  which  is  freely  to 
confess,  that  this  mistaken  method  of  educating 
youth  in  the  knowledge  of  ancient  learning  and  lan- 
guage, is  too  apt  to  spoil  their  politics  and  princi- 
ples ;  because  the  doctrine  and  examples  of  the  books 
they  read,  teach  them  lessons  directly  contrary  in 
every  point  to  the  present  practice  of  the  world ; 
and  accordingly  Hobbes  most  judiciously  observes* 
that  the  writings  af  the  Greeks  and  Romans  made 
young  men  imbibe  opinions  against  absolute  power 
in  a  prince,  or  even  in  a  first- minister,  and  embrace 
notions  of  liberty  and  property. 

It  has  been  therefore  a  great  felicity  in  these  king- 
doms, that  th/e  heirs  to  titles  and  large  estates  have  a 
weakness  in  their  eyes,  a  tenderness  in  their  consti- 
tutions ;  are  not  able  to  bear  the  pain  and  indignity 
of  whipping ;  and  as  the  mother  rightly  expresses  it, 
could  never  take  to  their  books ;  yet  are  well  enough 
qualifiedto  sign  a  receipt  for  half  ayear's  rent,  to  put 
their  names  (rightly  spelt)  to  a  warrant,  and  to  read 
pamphlets  against  religion  and  high-flying ;  where- 
by they  fill  their  niches,  and  carry  themselves 
through  the  world  with  that  dignity  which  best  be- 
comes a  senator  and  a  'squire*. 


^  The  reader  may  compare  wliat  is  stated  in  these  two  paia^ 
graphs  with  the  same  oplaion  expressed  by  Um  author  ia  the  Fubi* 
Kc  Spirit  of  the  Whigs.  VoL  IV.  p,  407, 408. 
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I  could  heartily  wish  his  excellency  would  be 
more  condescending  to  the  genius  of  the  kingdom  he 
governs,  to  the  condition  of  the  times,  and  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  station  he  fills.  Yet  if  it  be  true,  what  I 
have  read  in  old  English  story-books,  that  one  Age- 
silaus  (no  matter  to  the  bulk  of  my  readers  whether 
I  spell  the  name  right  or  wrong)  was  caught  by  the 
parson  of  the  parish  riding  on  a  hobby-horse  with 
his  children  ;  that  Socrates,  a  heathen  philosopher, 
was  found  dancing  by  himself  at  fourscore ;  that  a 
king  called  Csesar  Augustus  (or  some  such  name) 
used  to  play  with  boys,  whereof  some  might  possibly 
be  sons  of  tories ;  and  that  two  great  men,  called 
Scipio  and  Laelius  (I  forget  their  Christian  names, 
and  whether  they  were  poets  or  generals)  often  play- 
ed at  duck  and  drake  with  smooth  stones  on  a  ri- 
ver:  Ko\v  I  say,  if  these  facts  be  true  (and  the  book 
where  I  found  them  is  in  print),  I  cannot  imagine 
why  our  most  zealous  patriots  may  not  a  little  in- 
dulge Kis  excellency  in  an  infirmity,  which  i?  not 
morally  evil ;  provided  he  gives  no  public  scandal, 
which  is  by  ail  means  to  be  avoided :  I  say,  why 
he  may  not  be  indulged  twice  a  week  to  converse 
with  one  or  two  particular  persons ;  and  let  him 
and  them  con  over  their  old  exploded  readings  to- 
gether, after  mornings  spent  in  hearing  and  prescrib- 
ing ways  and  means  from  and  to  his  most  obedient 
politicians  for  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom ;  although 
the  said  particular  person  or  persons  may  not  have 
made  so  public  a  declaration  of  their  political  faith 
in  all  its  parts,  as  the  business  of  the  nation  requires, 
still,  submitting  my  opinion  to  that  happy  majority, 
which  I  am  confident  is  always  in  the  right;  by 
whom  the  liberty  .  of  the  subject  has  been  so  fre- 
quently, so  strenuously,  and  so  successfully  asserted; 
who,  by  their  wise  counsels,  have  made  commerce  to 

s 
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flourish,  money  to  abound,  inhabitants  to  increase, 
the  value  of  lands  and  rents  to  rise,  and  the  whole 
island  put  on  a  new  face  of  plenty  and  prosperity. 

But,  in  order  to  clear  his  excellency  more  fully 
from  this  accusation  of  shewing  hjs  favours  to  high- 
flyers, tories,  and  Jacobites,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
come  to  particulars. 

The  first  person  of  a  tory  denomination,  to  whom 
his  excellency  gave  any  marks  of  his  favour  was 
Doctor  Thomas  Sheridan.  It  is  to  be  observed,  that 
this  happened  so  early  in  his  excellency's  govern- 
ment, as  it  may  be  justly  supposed  he  had  not  been 
informed  of  that  gentleman's  character  upon  so  dan- 
gerous an  article.     The  doctor  being  well  known, 
and  distinguished  for  his  skill  and  success  in  the 
education  of  youth,  beyond  most  of  his  profession 
for  many  years  past,  was  recommended  to  his  ex- 
cellency on  the  score  of  his  learning,  and  particular- 
ly for  his  knowledge  in  the  Greek  tongue ;  whereof, 
it  seems,  his  excellency  is  a  great  admirer,  although 
for  what  reasons  I  could  never  imagine.    However, 
it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  his  lordship  was  too 
easily  prevailed  on  by  the  doctor's  request,  or  in- 
deed rather  from  the  bias  of  his  own  nature,  to  hear 
a  tragedy  acted  in  that  unknown  language  by  the 
doctor's  lads  *,  which  was  written  by  some  heathen 
author ;  but  whether  it  contained  any  tory  or  high- 
church  principles,  must  be  left  to  the  consciences  of 
the  boys,  the  doctor  and  his  excellency ;  the  only 
witnesses  in  this  case  whose  testimonies  can  be  de- 
pended upon. 

It  seems  his  excellency  (a  thing  never  to  be  suf- 
ficiently wondered  at)  was  so,  pleased  with  his  en- 


*  See  a  preceding  note. 
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tertainment,  that  some  time  after  be  gave  tbe  doc- 
tor a  church  living  to  the  value  of  almost  one  hun- 
dred pounds  a-year,  and  made  him  one  of  his  chap- 
lains ;  from  an  antiquated  notion  that  good  school- 
masters ought  to  be  encouraged  in  every  nation 
professing  civility  and  religion*  Yet  his  excellency 
did  not  venture  to  make  this  bold  step  without 
strong  recommendations  from  persons  of  undoubted 
principles  fitted  to  the  times ;  who  thought  them* 
selves  bound  injustice,  honour,  and  gratitude,  to  do 
the  doctor  a  good  office,  in  return  for  the  care  he 
bad  taken  of  their  children,  or  of  those  of  their 
friends  *.  Yet  the  catastrophe  was  terrible ;  for 
the  doctor,  in  the  height  of  his  felicity  and  gratitude, 
going  down  to  take  possession  of  his  parish^  and 
furnished  with  a  few  led  sermons,  whereof  as  it  is  to 
be  supposed  the  number  was  very  small,  having  ne- 
ver served  a  cure  in  the  church,  he  stopped  at  Cork 
to  attend  on  his  bishop ;  and  going  to  church  on  the 
Sunday  following,  was,  according  to  the  usual  civi- 
lity of  country  clergymen,  invited  by  the  minister 
of  the  parish  to  supply  the  pulpit.  It  happened  to 
be  the  first  of  August ;  and  the  first  of  August  hap- 
pened that  year  to  light  upon  a  Sunday :  and  it  hap- 
pened that  the  doctor's  text  was  in  the^e  words: 
**  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof  f  :**  and 
lastly,  it  happened  that  some  one  person  of  the  con- 
gregation, whose  loyalty  made  him  watchful  upon 
every  appearance  of  danger  to  his  majesty's  person 
and  government,  when  service  was  over,  gave  the 


*  Mr  Tickell  and  Mr  Ballaquer, 

f  The  first  of  August  is  the  anniversary  of  the  Hanorerian 
family's  accession  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain. — H« 

Swift  severely  upbraids  Sheridan  with  this  gross  imprndence^  in 
))is  history  of  Solomon  the  Second.   Vol,  IX.  p.  515. 
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alarm.  Notice  was  immediately  sent  up  to  town ; 
aad  by  the  zeal  of  one  man  of  no  large  dimensions 
of  body  or  mind  *,  such  a  clamour  was  raised  that  we 
in  Dublin  could  apprehend  no  less  than  an  invasion 
by  the  pretender,  who  must  be  landed  in  the  south. 
The  result  was,  that  the  doctor  must  be  struck  out  of 
the  chaplains'  list^  and  appear  no  more  at  the  Castle; 
yet  whether  he  were  then,  or  be  at  this  day,  a  whig 
or  a  tory,  I  think  is  a  secret;  only  it  is  manifest  that 
he  is  a  zealous  Hanoverian,  at  least  in  poetry  f ,  and 
a  great  admirer  of  the  present  royal  family  through 
all  its  branches.  His  friends  likewise  assert,  that 
he  had  preached  this  sermon  often  under  the  same 
text ;  that  not  having  observed  the  words  till  he  was 
in  the  pulpit,  and  had  opened  his  notes,  as  he  is  a 
person  a  little  abstracted,  he  wanted  presence  of 
mind  to  change  them :  and  that  in  the  whole  ser- 
mon there  was  not  a  syllable  relating  to  govern- 
ment or  party,  or  to  the  subject  of  the  day. 


^  Richafd  Tighe  aforesaid. 

f  This  is  a  sneer  at  a  poem  by  Sheridan,  of  which  his  friend 
did  not  highly  approve.  "  Having  Iain  many  years  nndcr  the 
obloquy  of  a  high  tory  and  Jacobite,  upon  the  present  queen's 
birth-day,  be  (  Dr  Sheridan),  writ  a  song  to  be  performed  before 
the  go  Yernment  and  those  who  attended  them,  in  praise  of  the 
queen  and  king,  on  the  common  topics  of  her  beauty,  wit,  fami. 
ly,  loTe  of  England,  and  all  other  virtues,  wherein  the  king  and 
the  royal  children  were  sharers.  It  was  very  hard  to  avoid  the 
common  topics.  A.  young  collegian  who  had  done  the  same  job 
tbe  year  before,  got  some  reputation  on  account  of  his  wit.  So. 
lomon  would  needs  vie  with  him,  by  which  he  lost  all  the  esteem 
of  his  old  friends^the  tories,  and  got  not  the  least  interest  with 
the  whigs,  for  they  are  now  too  strong  to  want  advocates  of  that 
kind  ;  and,  therefore,  one  of  the  lojcds-jostiGes  reading  the  verses 
in  some  company  said,  ^^  Ah,  doctor  1  this  shall  not  do."  flis 
name  was  at  length  in  the  title-page ;  and  he  did  this  without  the 
knowledge  or  advice  of  one  living  soul,  as  he  himself  confcsseth.'* 
History  of  the  Second  SolomoDt    VoL  IX.  p.  519. 
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In  this  incident  there  seems  to  have  been  a  onion 
of  events  that  will  probably  never  happen  again  to 
the  end  of  the  world  ;  or  is,  at  least,  like  the  grand 
conjunction  in  the  heavens;  which,  I  think,  they 
say  can  arrive  but  once  in  twenty  thousaad  years. 

The  second  gentleman  (if  I  am  right  in  my  chro- 
nology), who,  under  the  suspicion  of  a  tory,  receiv- 
ed some  favour  from  his  excellency,  is  Mr  James 
Stopford;  very  strongly  recommended  by  the  most 
eminent  whig  in  England,  on  the  account  of  his 
learning  and  virtue,  and  other  accomplishments. 
He  had  passed  the  greatest  part  of  his  youth  in  close 
study,  or  in  travelling;  and  was  either  not  at  home, 
or  not  at  leisure  to  trouble  his  thoughts  about  party; 
which  I  allow  to  be  a  great  omission,  although  I 
cannot  honestly  place  him  in  the  list  of  tories ;  and 
therefore  think  his  excellency  may  be  fairly  acquit- 
ted for  making  him  vicar  of  Finglass,  worth  about 
one  hundred  pounds  a-year. 

The  third  is  doctor  Patrick  Delany.  This  divine 
lies  under  some  disadvantage;  having  in  his  youth 
received  many  civilities  from  a  certain  person  *, 
then  in  a  very  high  station  here ;  for  which  reason 
I  doubt  the  doctor  never  drank  his  confusion  since; 
and  what  makes  the  matter  desperate,  it  is  now  too 
late,  'unless  our  inquisitors  will  be  content  with 
drinking  confusion  to  his  memory.  The  aforesaid 
eminent  person,  who  was  a  judge  of  all  merit,  ex- 
cept that  of  party,  distinguished  the  doctor,  among 
other  juniors  in  our  university,  for  his  learning,  vir- 
tue, discretion,  and  good  sense.  But  the  doctor 
was  then  in  too  good  a  situation  at  his  college,  to 


*  Sir  CoDstantine  Pbipps,  lord.chancelJor  of  Ireland  when 
queen  Anne  died. — ^H. 
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hope  br  endeavour  at  a  better  establishment,  from 
one  who  had  no  power  to  give  it  him. 

Upon  the  present  Iord*lieutenant's  goinjj  over,  • 
the  doctor  was  named  to  his  excellency  by  a  friend  *, 
among  other  clergy  of  distinction,  as  persons  whose 
characters  it  was  proper  his  excellency  should 
know ;  and  by  the  truth  of  which  the  giver  would 
be  content  to  stand  or  fall  in  his  excellency's  opin* 
ion ;  since  not  one  of  those  persons  were  in  parti- 
cular friendship  with  the  gentleman  who  gave  in 
their  names.  By  this,  and  some  other  incidents, 
particularly  the  recommendation  of  the  late  arch- 
bishop of  Dublin,  the  doctor  became  known  to  his 
excellency;  whose  fatal  turn  of  mind  toward  hea- 
thenish and  outlandish  books  and  lanj2:uages,  findings 
as  I  conceive,  a  like  disposition  in  the  doctor,  was 
the  cause  of  his  becoming  so  domestic,  as  we  are 
told  he  is,  at  the  castle  of  Dublin. 

Three  or  four  years  ago,  the  doctor,  grown  weary 
of  an  acadeniic  life,  for  some  reasons  best  known  to 
the  managers  of  the  discipline  in  that  learned  so- 
ciety (which  it  may  not  be  for  their  honour  to  men* 
tion)  fj  resolved  to  leave  it;  although,  by  the  bene- 
fit of  the  pupils,  and  his  senior  fellowship,  with  all 
its  perquisites,  he  received  every  year  between  nine 
hundred  and  a  thousand  pounds.  And  a  small 
northern  living,  in  the  university's  donation,  of  some- 
what better  than  one  hundred  pounds  ayear,  fal- 


♦  The  author.— H. 

f  In  1724,  two  under-graduates  were  expelled  from  Trinitj 
College  for  alleged  insolence  to  the  proTost.  Dr  Delany  espou^. 
ed  their  cause  with  such  warmth  that  it  drew  upon  him  very  in- 
convenient consequences,  and  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  giro 
satisfaction  to  the  college  by  a  formal  acknowledgement  of  hit 
offence. 
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ling  at  the  same  time  with  the  chancellorship  of 
Christ-church,  to  about  equal  the  value,  in  the  gift 
of  his  excellency,  the  doctor  ventured  into  the  world 
in  a  very  scanty  condition  ;  having  squandered  a- 
way  all  his  annual  income  in  a  manner  which,  al- 
though perhaps  proper  enough  for  a  clergyman 
without  a  family,  will  not  be  for  the  advantage  kA 
bis  character  to  discover,  either  on  the  exchange  or 
at  a  banker's  shop. 

About  two  months  ago,  his  excellency  gave  the 
doctor  a  prebend  in  St  Patrick's  cathedral ;  which  be- 
ing of  near  the  same  value  with  either  of  the  two 
former,  will  add  a  third  part  to  his  revenues,  after 
he  shall  have  paid  the  great  incumbrances  upon  it ; 
go  that  he  may  now  be  said  to  possess  of  church 
preferments,  in  scattered  tithes,  three  hundred  pounds 
a»year ;  instead  of  the  like  sum  of  infallible  renta 
from  a  senior  fellowship,  with  the  offices  annexed ; 
beside  the  advantage  of  a  free  lodging,  a  great  num- 
ber of  pupils,  and  some  other  easements. 

But  since  the  doctor  has  not,  in  any  of  his  writ- 
ings^ his  sermons,  his  actions,  his  discourse,  or  his 
company,  discovered  one  single  principle  of  either 
whig  or  tory,  and  that  the  lord-lieutenant  still  con- 
tinues to  admit  him,  I  shall  boldly  pronounce  him 
ONB  OF  us :  but,  like  a  new  free-mason,  who  has  not 
learned  all  the  dialect  of  the  mystery.  Neither  can 
he  justly  be  accused  of  any  tory  doctrines ;  except 
perhaps  some  among  those  few,  with  which  that 
wicked  party  was  charged  during  the  height  of 
iheir  power,  but  have  been  since  transferred,  for 
the  most  solid  reasons,  to  the  whole  body  of  our  firm- 
est friends. 

I  have  now  done  with  the  clergy  :  and,  upon  the 
strictest  examination,  have  not  been  able  to  find  a- 
bove  one  of  that  order,  against  whom  any  party  sas- 


THE  LORD  CARTERBT.  495 

picion  can  lie ;  I  mean  the  unfortunate  gentleman 
doctor  Sheridanj  who,  by  mere  chance-medley,  shot 
his  own  fortune  dead  with  a  siugle  text. 

As  to  the  laity,  I  can  hear  but  of  one  person  of 
the  tory  stamp,  who,  since  the  beginning  of  his  ex* 
cellency*s  government,  did  ever  receive  any  solid 
mark  of  his  favour;  I  mean  Sir  Arthur  Acheson, 
reported  to  be  an  acknowledged  tory ;  and  what  is 
almost  as  bad,  a  scholar  into  the  bargain.  It  is 
ivhispered  about,  as  a  certain  truth,  that  this  gentle- 
man is  to  have  a  grant  of  a  certain  barrack  ^  upon 
his  estate,  within  two  miles  of  his  own  house ;  for 
-which  the  crown  is  to  be  his  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  sixty- 
pounds  per  annum ;  he  being  only  at  the  expence  of 
about  five  hundred  pounds,  to  put  the  house  in  re- 
pair, build  stables,  and  other  necessaries.  I  will 
place  this  invidious  mark  of  beneficence  conferred 
on  a  tory  in  a  fair  light,  by  computing  the  costs 
and^ necessary  defalcations:  after  which  it  may  be 
seen  how  much  Sir  Arthur  will  be  annually  a  clear 
gainer  by  the  public ;  notwithstanding  his  unfortu- 
nate principles,  and  his  knowledge  in  Greek  and 
Latin. 

For  repairs,  &c.  5001.  the  interest  whereof 

per  annum  .  .  .  .         30  0  0 

For  all  manner  of  poultry  to  furnish  the 
troopers,  but  which  the  said  troopefs 
must  be  at  the  labour  of  catching^  va- 
lued per  annum  .  •  .  5  0  0 

For  straggling  sheep  .  .  ..800 

For  game  destroyed  five  miles  round       .        6  0  0 

49  0  0 


*  This  was  nothing  else  than  the  project  of  conyerting  Hamiltoir« 
BawD  into  a  barrack,  which  gave  rise  to  one  of  Swift's  most  live* 
ly  poems. 
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*  Rent  p^id  to  Sir  Arthur        .  •      .        .        60  0  0 
Deduct  .        .        •        49  0  0 


Remains  clear  •        •        .        110  0 


Thus  if  Sir  Arthur  Acheson  shall  have  the  good 
fortune  to  obtain  a  grant  of  this  barrack,  he  will  re- 
ceive net  profit  annually  from  the  crown  ELEVEN 
pounds  sterling,  to  help  him  in  entertaining  the  of- 
ficers, and  making  provisions  for  his  younger  cbil^ 
dren. 

It  is  true,  there  is  another  advantage  to  be  ex- 
pected, which  may  fully  compensate  the  loss  of  cat- 
tle and  poultry  ;  by  multiplying  the  breed  of  man- 
kind, and  particularly  that  of  good  protestants,  in  a 
part  of  the  kingdom  half  depopulated  by  the  wild 
humour  among  the  farmers  there,  of  leaving  their 
country.  But  I  am  not  so  skilful  in  arithmetic  as 
to  compute  the  value. 

I  have  reckoned  one  per  cent,  below  the  legal  in- 
terest for  the  money  that  Sir  Arthur  must  expend, 
and  valued  the  damage  inthe  other  articles  very  mo- 
derately%  However,  I  am  confident  he  may  with 
good  management  be  a  saver  at  least ;  which  is  a 
prodigious  instance  of  moderation  in  our  friends  to- 
ward a  professed  tory  ;  whatever  merit  he  may  pre* 
tend,  by  the  unwillingness  he  has  shown  to  make 
his  excellency  uneasy  in  his  administration. 

Thus  I  have,  with  the  utmost  impartiality,  col- 
lected every  single  favour  (farther  than  personal 
civilities)  conferred  by  his  excellency  on  tories, 
and  reputed  tories,  since  his  first  arrival  here,  to  the 
30th  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1*^30,  giv- 
ing all  allowance  possible  to  the  arguments  on  the 
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other  side  of  the  questron  j  and  the   account  will 
stand  thus : 

Disposed  of  preferments  and  employments  to  to- 
nes, or  reputed  tories,  by  his  excellency  John^  lord 
Carteret,  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,   in   about  the 
space  of  six  years : 
To  doctor  Thomas  Sheridan,  in  a  rectory 

near  Kinsale,  per  annum-     .     ,     .     .      lOO  0  0 
To  sir  Arthur  Acheson,  baronet,  a  bar- 
rack, per  annum     .     .     •     .     .     .     .       110  0 

111  0  0 


Give  me  leave  now  to  compute  in  gross  the  value 
of  the  favours  done  by  his  excellency  to  the  true 
friends  of  their  king  and  country,  and  of  the  protest- 
ant  religion. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  that  although  his  excel- 
lency cannot  be  properly  said  to  beslow  bishoprics, 
commands  in  the  army,  the  place  of  a  judge,  or 
commissioner  in  the  revenue,  and  some  others  ;  yet 
they  are  for  the  most  part  disposed  upon  his  recom- 
mendation, except  where  the  persons  are  immedi- 
ately sent  from  England  by  their  interest  at  court; 
for  which  I  have  allowed  gr-eat  defalcations  in  the 
following  accounts.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  the 
only  considerable  station  conferred  on  a  tory  since 
his  present  excellency's  government,  was  of  this 
latter  kind. 

And  indeed  it  is  but  too  notorious,  that  in  ar 
neighbouring  nation  (where  this  dangerous  denomi- 
nation of  men  is  incomparably  more  numerous, 
more  powerful,  and  of  consequence  more  formida- 
ble,) real  tories  can  often  with  much  less  difficulty 
obtain  very  high  favours  from  the  governmentj  than 

VOL.  VII.  I  i 
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their  reputed  brethren  can  arrive  to  the  lowest  in 
ours,  1  observe  this  with  all  possible  submission  to 
the  wisdom  of  their  policy ;  which  however  will 
not,  I  believe,  dispute  the  praise  of  vigilance  with 
ours. 

WHIG  account. 

To  persons  promoted  to  bishoprics,   or 
removed    to   more  beneficial    ones, 
.  computed  per  annum     •     .     .     .     •     10050  0  0 
To  civil  employments     •,..,.    9030  0  0 
To  military  commands      .....       8436  0  0 

t 

Amount  of  the  Whis:  account    .     •     .     27516  Q  0 

TORY  account. 
Totories 1110  0 


Balance 27405  0  0 


tm 


I  shall  conclude  with  the  observation,  that  as  1 
think  the  tories  have  sufficient  reason  to  be  fully 
satisfied  with  the  share  of  trust,  power,  and.  em- 
ployment, which  they  possess  under  the  lenity  of 
the  present  government ;  so  I  do  not  find  how  his 
excellency  can  be  justly  censured  for  favouring  none 
but  higb-church,  highflyers,  termagants,  laudists, 
sacheverellians,  tiptopgallantmen,  Jacobites,  tanti- 
vies, antihanoverians,  friends  to  popery  and  the  pre- 
tender and  to  arbitrary  power,  disobligers  of  Eng- 
land, breakers  of  dependency,  inflamers  of  quar- 
rels between  the  two  nations,  public  incendiaries, 
f nemies  to  the  king  and  kingdoms,  haters  of  tbub 
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protestants,  laurelmen,  annists,  complainers  of  the 
nation's  poverty,  ormondiaiis,  iconoclasts,  antiglo- 
rious-memorists,  anti re voluti oners,  white- rosalists, 
tenth-a-junians,  and  the  like  ;*  when,  by  a  fair  state 
of  the  account,  the  balance,/!  coQceive,  seems  to  lie 
on  the  -other  fiide. 


*  This  striDg  of  epithets,  l^estowed  upon  the  tories,  and  op« 
ponents  of  administration  in  Ireland,  is  in  general  sufficiently 
intelligible.  Tfae;term  Icoi^ochists,  o^  image-breakers,  is  bestow- 
ed on  those  who  defaced  the  fitatue  of  King  William.  Church* 
ill's  lines  preserve  tlve  mempry  of  the  badge  worn  by  the 
partizans  of  Stuart  09  the  prietender's  birth-day. 


•**  Owt  white  rose 


Which,  on  the  tenth  of  Jane,  by  instioct  blow^* 


n 
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AN  ANSWER 

TO  THE  CRAFTSMAN  OF  DECEMBER  1«,  1730. 

Oir  JL  TKRT  IHTfiRESTINO  SVBJBCT  RELATIVE  TO 

IRELAND. 

To  which  is  f  refined  (he  Crqfisman  itself^ 


THE  CRAFTSMAN. 

No.  233.  Saturday,  Dec*  13,  1730. 

Ti  ■ 
HE  following  article,  which  has  lately  appeared 
in  the  newspapers,  deserves  our  immediate  conside- 
ration, viz. 

"  They  write  from  Dublin,  that  an  oflBcer  from 
every  regiment  in  the  French  service  is  arrived  there 
in  order  to  raise  recruits  for  thfeir  respective  corps ; 
which  is  not  to  be  done  in  a  clandestine  manner,  as 
formerly  (when  several  persons  suffered  death  for 
it),  but  publicly.  These  gentlemen  are  to  disperse 
themselves  into  the  several  counties,  where  they 
have  the  best  interest ;  and  a  field-officer  is  r§ady 
to  reside  constantly  at  Dublin,  to  hear  all  complaints 
which  may  be  made  by  any  of  the  recruits  against 
their  officers ;  and^lso  to  prepare  for  sending  them 
off!  Count  Broglio  has  been  solicitiiig  an  order  to 
this  purpose  these  two  years." 

When  I  first  read  this  account  in  the  public 
prints,  I  looked  upon  it  as  a  common  piece  of  false 
intelligence,  and  was  in  full  expectation  of  seeing 
it  contradicted  in  the  next  day's  papers,  according 
to  frequent  custom ;  but  having  since  heard  it  con- 
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fidently  affirmed  to  be  true  (althoiigh  I  can  hardly 
yet  believe  it,  especially  as  to  every  part)  the  duty 
which  I  owe  my  country,  and  my  zeal  for  the  pre-, 
sent  establishiQent,  oblige  me  to  take  some  notice  of 
^  an  affair,  which  I  apprehend  to  be  of  very  great  im^ 
portance  to  both. 

It  will  be  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  give  the 
reader  a  sliort  account  of  the  nature  of  these  troops, 
as  they  are  now  established  in  France* 

They  consist,  as  we  have  been  informed,  of  one 
regiment  of  horse,  and  five  regiments  of  foot,  all 
doubly  or  trebly  officered ;  so  that  they  are  of  them- 
selves a  very  considerable  body  of  men. 

But  their  number  is  the  least  point  to  be  consi- 
dered in  this  affair.  There  are  other  circumstances, 
which  render  these  troops  infinitely  more  formida- 
ble to  Great  Britain.  They  are  not  only  all  Roman 
catholics,  but  the  most  dangerous  of  that  commu* 
nion  with  respect  to  us,—  I  mean  Roman  catholic 
subjects  of  our  dominions ;  many  of  whom  have 
been  obliged  to  fly  their  native  country,  on  account 
of  rebellions  and  conspiracies  in  which  they  have 
been  engaged  ;  and  all  of  them  devoted  by  inclina- 
tion, by  Jnterest,  by  conscience,  by  every  motive 
human  and  divine,  to  the  service  of  the  pretender, 
in  opposition  to  the  protestant  succession  in  his  ma* 
jesty's  royal  family. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  they  are  generally  es- 
teemed the  best  forces  in  the,  French  service ;  that 
they  have  always  behaved  themselves  as  such  in  the 
late  wars ;  and  are  commanded  by  officers  of  ap- 
proved courage,  as  well  as  great  skill  and  experience 
in  military  affairs. 

It  is  said  likewise,  that  the  Serjeants,  corporals, 
and  private  men  are  so  well  seasoned  to  danger ; 
and  expert  in  their  duty,  that  by  a  gradual  promo- 
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tion,  they  corutd  furhish  oflSl^cers'  for  a  very  fortoida^ 
We  army,  in  case  of  any  sudden  invasion  or  insuF- 
rection. 

In  the  next  place,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  exa- 
mine this  aifair  with  regard  to  our  laws; 

It  is  made  felony,  by  act  of  parliament  in  Ire- 
land, for  any  subject  of  that  Icrngdom  to  enlist  him- 
self, or  to  enlist  others,  in  the  service  of  any  fo- 
reign state ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  multitudes 
of  poor  wretches  have  suffered  death  upon  that  ac- 
count. 

We  know  it  may  be  said,  that  a  power  is  reserved 
to  his  majesty,  by  a  clause  in  that  act,  to  dispense 
with  it,  by  granting  any  foreign  prince  a  license 
to  raise  forces  in  his  dominions,,  and  indemnify- 
ing his  subjects  from  the  penalties,  of  the  law. 

Although  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  dispute 
any  of  his  majesty's  legal  prerogatives,  or  to  call 
the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  in  question,  yet  I  must 
take  the  liberty  to  observe,  that  such  powers  have 
been  sometimes  granted  out  of  complaisance  to  the 
crown,  that  the  prince's  hands  may  not  be  absolute- 
ly tied  up,  and  in  full  confidence  that  they  will  ne- 
ver be  exerted  but  for  the  benefit  of  this  nation,  or 
possibly  of  some*  protestant  ally,  upon  great  emer- 
gencies  of  state.  The  exercise  of  the  prerogative, 
in  these  cases,  is  therefore  merely  a  prudential  part, 
which  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  prince  and  his 
ministers,  who  ought  always  to  be  supposed  the  best 
judges  of  these  affairs ;  and  therefore  how  ridicu- 
lous would  it  be  to  send  to  the  attorney-general  for 
his  opinion  in  such  a  case,  who  can  be  a  competent 
judge  of  nothing  but  the  legality  of  it,  and  whether 
the  affair  be  actionslble  or  not;  but  ministers  ought 
to  regulate  their  conduct  in  these  respects,  accord- 
ing to  the  situation  of  aflfairs,  and  the  exigencies  of 
government. 
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t  must  therefore  beg  leave  to  consider  the  present 
isiubject  of  the  Irish  forces  in  this  light. 

It  will  not  be  denied^  I  presume,  that  a  license 
to  recruit  Roman  catholic  regiments  of  English  sub- 
jects^ in  foreign  service,  and  in  the  interest  of  a  pre- 
tender to  the  crown  (which  is  death  by  the  law, 
without  his  majesty's  permission)  is  a  favour  .of  a 
very  extraordinary  nature,  and  ought  to  be  attend- 
ed with  some  extraordinary  circumstances.  I  con^ 
fess  that  I  can  see  no  such  extraordinary  circum- 
stances at  present ;  unless  it  should  be  said  that  this 
favour  was  granted,  in  order  to  engage  our  good 
allies  in  the  demolition  of  D  inkirk ;  but  I  hope  they 
have  more  generosity  than  to  insist  upon  such  hard 
terms  for  the  effectual  performance  of  that  which 
they,  are  obliged  by  treaty  to  do.  I  am  sure  such 
conditions  seem  unreasonable  on  our  part,  after  we 
have  made  them  so  many  other  concessions ;  par- 
ticularly with  relations  to  the  flag,  and  Santa  Lucia; 
which,  I  think,  are  sufficient  to  make  them  com- 
ply with  all  our  demands,  without  expecting  any 
farther  favours,  and  even  supererogation  of  friend- 
iship. 

Perhaps  my  adversaries  (if  they  have  any  con- 
ceit) may  take  an  opportunity  of  ridiculing  me  for 
writing  in  this  strain ;  but,  as  it  sometimes  serves 
their  turn  to  make  me  a  great  man^  and  to  argue 
against  me  as  such,  I  will  for  once  suppose  myself 
so ;  and  methinks,  if  I  had  the  honour  of  being  half 
an  hour  in  that  station,  I  could  reason  against  such 
an  order  for  the  good  of  my  king  and  my  country, 
in  the  following  manner  : 

1.  These  troops  have  always  been  made  use  of, 
whenever  there  has  been  any  attempt  in  favour  of 
the  pretender;  and  indeed  they  are,. upon  many 
accounts,  the  fittest  for  this  purpose.    They  are  our 
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fellow-subjects;  they  speak  our  language;  are  ac- 
quainted with  our  manners  ;  and  do  not  raise  that 
aversion  in  the  people,  which  they  naturally  con- 
ceive against  other  foreign  troops,  who  understand 
.neither.     I  am  afraid  I  may  add,  that  they  are  kept 
up,  for  this  purpose,  in  entire  regiments,  without 
suffering  them  to  be  mixed  with  the  troops  of  any 
other  nation.     It  is  well  known  at  least,  that  thev 
supplied  the  late  King  James  with  a  nursery  of  sol- 
diers, who  were  always  ready  for  his  service,  when- 
ever any  opportunity  offered  itself  for  his  restora- 
tion ;  and  that  at  this  time,  the  pretender  is  always 
the  bait  made  use  of  by  their  officers  to  raise  recruits. 
They  never  mention  the  King  of  France,  or  the 
King  of  Spain,  upon  these  occasions;  but  list  the 
poor  wretches  under  an  assurance,  that  they  are  en- 
tered into  the  service  of  him  whom  they  call  their 
naturaland  rightful  king.    I  will  not  suspect  the  pre- 
sent fidelity  of  France,  and  their  cordiality  to  the 
protestant  establishment ;  yet  methinks  we  might 
easily  excuse  ourselves  from  furnishing  them  with 
instruments,  which  they  may  employ  against  us, 
whenever  ambition,  or  reasons  of  state,  shall  dis- 
solve their  present  engagements,  and  induce  them 
to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  pretender  again. 

2.  It  is  very  probable  that  his  catholic  majesty 
(who  has  likewise  several  regiments  of  this  kind  in 
his  service)  will  expect  the  same  favour  of  recruiti 
ing  them  in  Ireland  ;  and  that  he  may,  in  case  of 
refusal,  make  it  a  pretence,  at  any  time,  for  quar- 
relling with  us,  interrupting  our  commerce,  and 
disturbing  us  again  in  the  possession  of  Gibraltar. 
And  here  it  is  proper  just  to  take  notice,  that  these 
troops  did  his  catholic  majesty  the  most  eminent 
service  in  the  last  siege  of  that  important  place. 
He  may  complain,   perhaps,   of  our  partiality  to 
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France,  and  allege,  that  we  do  not  treat  Spain  in 
the  same  manner  we  expect  to  be  treated  by  thetiiV 
as  one  of  the  most  favoured  nations.    - 

3.  The  kingdom  of  Ireland  seems  at  this  time  in 
a  very  ill  condition  to  admit  of  any  such  draughts 
out  of  her  dominions.     She  has  been  already  so 
much  exhausted  by  the  voluntary  transportation  of 
multitudes  of  her  inhabitants  (who  have  been  pre- 
vailed upon,  by  the  calamities  of  their  own  coun- 
try, to  seek  their  bread  in  other  parts  of  the  world) 
that  the  interposition  of  parliament  was  found  ne- 
cessary to  put  a  stop  to  it ;  and  shall  we  suffer  any* 
foreign  power  to  xirain  her  still  farther  under  such' 
circumstances ;  especially  in  this  manner,  and  for 
this  purpose  ?  I  do  not  hear  that  this  license  is  cott- 
iined  ta  any  particular  number  of  men.     It  is  con- 
fessed, I  think,   that  they  want  above  two  thou- 
sand men  to  complete  their  corps ;  and  who  knows 
but  they  may  design  to  raise  a  great  many  more 
than  they  care  to  own ;  or  even  to   form  some  new 
regiments  of  these  troops  ?  But  supposing  they  are 
confined  to  a  certain  number  of  recruits,  and  that 
Ireland  were  in  a  capacity  to  spare  them ;  it  is  well 
known  how  easily  such  limitations  are  evaded,  and 
how  diflBcult  it  is  to  know  when  people  conform  ex- 
actly to  the  terms  of  their  commission.     This  was 
sufficiently  explained  in  the  late  famous  controversy, 
cojicerning  Mr  Wood's  patent  for  supplying  Ire- 
land with  a  particular  sum  of  copper  halfpence; 
and  the  arguments  upon  that  subject  may  be  applied 
to  this,  with  some  allowances  for  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  cases.      It  may,  perhaps,  be  said 
likewise,  that  all  the  vigilance  of  the  ministry  has 
been  hitherto  found  ineffectual  to  prevent  the  French 
from  clandestinely  recruiting  these  regiments  with 
Irish  catholics;  and  therefor^,  that  we  may  as  well 
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allow  them  to  do  it  openly ;  nay,  that  it  is  our  in^ 
terest  to  let  them  purge  Ireland  of  her  popish  inha- 
bitants as  much  as  they  please :  but  I  deny  this  for 
several  rea$ous>  which  I  shall  mention  presently ; 
and  if  it  were  really  the  case,  that  the  French  can  at 
any  time  recruit  these  troops  clandestinely,  I  cannot 
see  any  reason  why  they  should  solicit  an  order  so 
pressingly,  for  two  years  together,  to  do  it  openly, 
unless  they  have  some  other  design.  Ought  not 
even  this  consideration  to  put  us  a  little  upon  our 
guard ;  and  is  it  not  a  tacit  confession,  that  these 
troops  are  thought  to  be  of  more  importance  to  them 
than  we  ought  to  wish  ?  Besides,  are  we  to  license 
and  authorize  a  mischievous  practice,  because  we 
cannot  totally  prevent  it  ?  Every  one  justly  applaud- 
ed his  majesty's  singular  firmness  and  resolution  in 
supporting  the  rights  of  his  German  subjects,  when 
an  attempt  was  made  to  seduce  some  of  them  into 
the  King  of  Prussia's  service,  although  perhaps  it 
is  impossible  to  prevent  that  practice  entirely.  We 
all  remember  that  the  enlisting  of  a  miller's  son,  and 
a  few  other  ordinary  peasants,  occasioned  such  a 
misunderstanding  between  the  two  crowns,  as  pro- 
ceeded almost  to  a  rupture.  Nor  was  the  zeal  of 
the  English  parliament  backward  on  this  occasion ; 
but  on  this  consideration,  among  others,  resolved 
to  keep  up  a  body  of  19,000  Hessian  troops  in  our 
pay,  which  have  already  cost  us  above  a  million  of 
money.  I  am  confident,  therefore,  that  the  same 
paternal  care  will  always  influence  his  majesty  to 
guard  and  protect  his  British  subjects  in  the  same 
manner ;  and  if  any  measure  should  be  taken,  which 
savours  too  much  of  the  French  interest,  and  seems 
of  dangerous  consequence  to  the  interest  of  his  fa- 
mily, the  world  can  impute  it  to  nothing  but  the  de- 
ceitful representations  of  those  who  lie  under  such 
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|Rarticular  obligations  to  tbe  court  of  France, .  that, 
they  can  refuse  them  nothing. 

Such  a  hcense  seems  to  give  encouragement  Xx> 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  continue  Roman  catholics^ 
since  they  are  sure  to  meet  with  a  provision  both  ia 
the  French  and  Spanish  service  3  whereas  we  aU 
ways  reject  them  in  our  troops,  and  absolutely  pro-« 
hibit  our  officers  to  recruit  in  Ireland.  Now,  al- 
though it  may  not  be  safe  to  trust  them  in  our 
armies^  yet  certainly  we  ought  not  to  give  the  least 
encouragement  to  their  entering  into  foreign  seryice, 
especially  into  such  compact  bodies  as  these  regi- 
ments. And  here  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  relate  a 
story  much  more  to  the  honour  of  an  EjigUsh  noble- 
man, who  has  also  one  of  the  largest  estates  in  Ire- 
land of  any  man  in  the  kingdom.  When  he  went 
to  visit  the  Invalides  in  France,  a  place  in  the  nature 
of  our  Chelsea  College  here,  all  the  Irish  .  officers 
and  soldiers  of  that  hospital  drew  out  in  a  body  Xo, 
do  him  particular  honours.  We  can  make  no  ques- 
tion that  their  chief  view  was  to  have  some  present 
from  his  lordship ;  but  though  he  has  a  heart  as  well 
disposed  to  generous  charity  as  any  man,  and  a 
purse  well  able  to  answer  the  dictates  of  it;  yet,  out 
of  regard  to  his  country,  for  which  he  has  likewise 
the  most  disinterested  zeal,  his  answer  to  them  was 
oply  this :  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  very  sensible  of  the 
honour  you  have  done  me,  and  heartily  pity  your 
jDJsfortunes ;  but,  as  you  have  drawn  them  upon 
yourselves  by  serving  against  your  country,  you 
SDUst  not  expect  any  relief  or  reward  from  me,  for 
having  suffered  in  a  service  in  which  I  wish  you 
had  never  engaged." 

.  5.  Is  there  not  some  reason  to  apprehend  that 
.this  license  may,  at  one  time  or  other,  prove  a  snare 
to  that  country,  and  draw  many  people  into  their 
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destmotion  ;  for,  unless  it  is  made  perpetual,  Can  it 
be  supposed  that  all  the  poor  ignorant  wretches  id 
thie  kingdom  should  be  apprised  how  long  this  li- 
cense is  to  be  in  force  ?  or  when  they  may  enlist 
with  irtipunity,  and  when  they  may  not  ?  Besides, 
as  it  may  be  presumed  that  these  oracers  will  never 
go,  for  tlie  future,  upon  such  Errands,  without  some 
pretended  orders,  when  the  real  one  is  expired;  so 
thiey  will  find  it  no  difficult  matter  to  impose  such 
a  counterfeit  upon  illiterate  people;  who  may  thus 
incur  the  penalties  of  the  law,  without  knowing  any 
thing  of  the  matter.  Such  a  method  of  providing 
for  persons,  whose  principles  render  them  unser* 
viceable  to  our  army,  is  indeed  a  little  more  chari- 
table than  a  late  project  for  preventing  Irish  children 
from  being  starved,  by  fattening  them  up,  and  sel- 
ling them  to  the  butcher. 

6.  I  have  often  heard  that  thesetroops  have  been 
4nade  use  of,  in  parliament,  as  an  argument  for 
keeping  up  a  standing-army  in  England ;  and  I 
think  w6  need  not  take  any  measures  to  render 
that  argument  stronger,  God  knows,  there  are 
too  many  arguments  already  upon  such  occasions. 

I  might  insist  upon  some  other  points,  which  this 
affair  naturally  suggests  to  ia  considering  mind;  par- 
ticularly the  danger  of  suffering  several  bigotted  Irish 
papists,  in  foreign  service,  to  disperse  themselves 
into  those  countries  where  they  have  the  best  in- 
terest, and  to  stroll  about  Ireland  among  their  rela- 
tions and  old  acquaintance,  of  the  same  principles 
with  thenaselves.  Are  we  sure  that  they  will  not 
make  a  bad  use  of  this  liberty,  by  inquiring  into  the 
strength  of  their  party,  by  giving  them  hopes,  and 
taking  an  opportunity  to  concert  measures  for  the 
advantage  of  their  cause  ?  have  we  no  reason  to  ap- 
prehend that  they  may  endeavour  to  raise  seamen 
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as  well  as  soldiers,  under  colour  of  this  order  >  or 
engage  great  numbers  of  their  countrymen  to  trans* 
port  themselves  over  to  the  French  colonies  and 
plantations  in  the  West  Indies,  which  are  already 
grown  formidable  to  the  trading  interest  of  Great 
Britain  in  those  parts  ? 

But  whatever  may  be  the  motives  to  such  an  ex- 
traordinary favour,  or  the  consequences  of  it,  I  am 
sure  it  is  the  strongest  mark  of  our  confidence  in 
France ;  and  such  a  one,  as  I  believe  they  would  not 
place  in  us,  upon  any  occasion.  I  will  *  illustrate 
this  by  a  parallel  case. 

The  French  protestants  who  fled  over  hither  from 
a  persecution  on  account  of  religion,  never  disco- 
vered any  principles  which  were  incompatible  with 
the  civil  government  of  France,  nor  ever  set  up  any 
pretender  to  the  present  royal  family  of  that  king- 
dom ;  and  yet,  if  we  should  think  fit  to  form  any 
considerable  number  of  them  into  complete  distinct 
regiments,  to  be  composed  of  French  protestants  only, 
and  commanded  by  French  officers,  without  any  in- 
corporation of  British  soldiers,  I  fancy  it  Would  give 
our  good  allies  some  umbrage.     But  I  am  almost 
confident,  that  they  would  never  permit  us  to  send 
over  a  protestant  Frenqb  officer  from  every  regiment 
to  recruit  their  respective  corps,  by  dispersing  them- 
selves into  those  provinces  where  they  have  the  best 
interest;  or  suffer  a  field-officer,  in  English  pay,  to 
reside   constantly  in  Paris,  and  exercise  a  sort  of 
martial  law  in  the  capital  of  their  dominions ;  I  say, 
they  would  hardly  suffer  this,  even  though  our  am- 
bassadof  should  solicit  such  an  order,  with  the  ut- 
most applicatiou,  for  twenty  years  togiether. 

And  yet,  the  case  of  th^  Irish  forces  is  much 
stronger  with  respect  to  us.  They  do  not  differ  with 
us  only  in  matters  of  religion,  but  hold  principles 
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absolutely  destructive  of  our  civil  government;  afid 
are  generally  looked  upon  abroad  as  a  standing 
army,  kept  on  foot  to  serve  the  pretender  upon  any 
occasion^. 

I  must  ask  a  question  or  two,  which  naturally  of- 
fer themselves  in  this  place. 

What  power  has  this  field-officer  to  exercise 
during. his  residence  in  Dublin?  Is  the  French  mar- 
tial law  to  take  place,  if  any  of  these  recruits  should 
happen  to*  repent  of  what  they  have  done,  and  think 
fit  to  desert  ? 

Troops  are  generally  armed  as  soon  as  they  are 
listed.  Is  this  rule  to  be  observed  in  the  present 
case  ?  If  so,  another  question  occurs.  It  has  been 
found  necessary,  for  the  •  security  of  Ireland,  to  rCf 
strain  all  Roman  catholics  from  wearing,  or  keeping 
any  arms  in  their  houses.  I  ask,  therefore,  whether 
the  authority  of  this  license  is  to  supersadi^  the  laws 
of  the  land?     I  may  go  farther, 

The  garrison  of  Dublin  seldom  consists  of  above 
800  men  for  the  duty  of  the  place.  Supposing 
double  that  number  of  popish  recruits  should  be 
tbroUght  thither,  in  order  to  be  viewed  by  their  field- 
: officer,  will  it  be  said  there  is  no  just  apprehension 
;of  danger  ?  But  as  these  suggestions  may  appear  to 
be  founded  on  the  infidelity  of  France  (a  case  not 
to  be  supposed  at  present)  I  press  them  no  farther. 

I  must  however,  repeat  it,  that  this  order  is  the 
.  fullest  demonstration  of  the  confidence  we  repose  in 
them ;  and  1  hope  they  will  scorn  to  make  any  bad 
use  of  it ;  but,  if  it  were  possible  to  suspect  that  they 
qould  have  any  design  to  play  the  knave  with  us, 
they  CQuld  not  wish  for  a  better  opportunity  to  pro- 
mote it,  than  by  such  a  power  as  is  now  said  to  be 
,  put  into  their  hands. 

I  hop^  my  remarks  on  this  article  of  news  will 

4 


THE  CRAFTSMAN.  511 

lnot  be  construed  in  a  jacobite  sense,  even  by  the 
most  prostitute  scribblers  of  the  present  times;  but 
I  must  beg  leave  to  expostulate  a  little  with  the 
public  on  that  mean,  infamous  practice,  which  these 
writers  havfe  lately  used,  in  explaining  sOtne  'of  my 
papers  into  treasonable  libels;  taking  an  0(^casioa 
from  hence  to  appear  formally  in  defence  of  the 
throne,  and  laying  it  down  as  a  point  granted,  that 
there  is  an  actual  concerted  design  of  setting  aside 
the  present  establishment.  This  is  a  practice  which 
may  be  of  gre^it  service  to  the  real  enemies  of  the 
present  government;  and  every  jacobite  in  the 
kingdom  may  make  use  of  it  to  publish  the  most 
explicit  invectives  on  the  king  and  his  government, 
under  the  pretence  of  interpreting  the  implicit  de« 
sign  of  other  writings.  It  is  a  practice  which  was 
never  allowed  till  now,  and  ought  never  to  be  al- 
lowed ;  for  whatever  may  be  the  secret  meaning  of 
any  author,  such  explanations  are  certainly  libels» 
which  may  have  a  very  bad  effect  upon  weak  minds» 
and  are  punishable  by  the  laws,  without  any  ex* 
traordinary  methods  of  construction.  These  writers 
ought  to  remember  the  case  of  Sir  Richard  Steele, 
who  published  the  pretender's  declaration  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  late  reign,  with  an  answer  annexed^ 
and  although  he  did  it  with  a  very  good  design,  yet 
it  was  universally  allowed  to  be  contrary  to  law ;  and 
if  his  principles  of  loyalty  had  not  been  very  well 
known,  might  have  involved  him  in  a  severe  prose- 
cution. I  shall  make  no  reflections  on  those  who  en- 
couraged such  explanations ;  and  those  who  are 
hired  to  do  it  are  beneath  my  notice.  Let  them 
empty  all  the  trite  common-places  of  servile,  inju- 
dicious flattery,  and  endeavour  to  make  their  court 
by  such  nauseous,  dishonest  adulation,  as,  I  am  sure, 
^ives  the  most  offence  to  those  persons  to  whom  it 
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IS  paid%  X^t  them  throw  as.  much  foul  dirt  at  m<^ 
as  they  please.  Let  ^hem  charge  me ,  with  designs 
which  never  entered  into  my  thoughts,  and  cannot 
justly, be  irpputed  to  me  fro^n  any  part  of  my  con- 
duct. God  knows  my  Hearty  I  am  as  zealous  for  the 
welfare  of  the  present  royal  family  as  the,  most  sor- 
did of  these  sycophants.  I  am  sensible,  that  our 
happiness  depends  on  the  security  of  his  jpfiajesty's 
title,  and  the  preservation  of  the  present  government 
upon  thoae  principles  which  established  tnem  at  the 
late  glorious  revolution ;  and  which,  I  l^ope,  will 
contiiiue  to  actuate  the  conduct  of  Britons  to  the 
latest  generations.  These  have  always. Veen  my 
principles;  and  whoever  will  give  himself  the  trouble 
of  looking  over  the  course  of  these  papers>  will  be 
CK>nvinoed  that  they  have  been  my  guide ;  but  I  am 
a  blunt  plaiu'dealing  old  man,  who  am  not  afraid  to 
speak  the  truth;  and  as  I  have  no  relish  for  flattery 
myself,  I  scorn  to  bestow  it  on  others.  I  have  not, 
however,  been  sparing  of  just  praise,  nor  slipped  any 
reasonable  opportunity  to  distinguish  the  royal  vir- 
tues of  their  present  majesties.*  More  than  this  I 
cannot  do ;  and  more  than  this,  1  hope,  will  not  be 
expected.  Some  of  my  expressions,  perhaps,  may 
have  been  thought  too  rough  and  unpolished  for  the 
climate  of  a  court;  but  they  flowed  purely  from  the 
sincerity  of  my  heart;  and  the  freedom  of  my 
writings  has  proceeded  from  my  zeal  for  the  interest 
of  my  king  and  country. 

With  regard  to  my  adversaries,  I  will  leave  every 
impartial  reader  to  j  udge,  whether,  even  in  private 
life,  that  man  is  not  most  to  be  depended  upon,  who, 
being  inwardly  convinced  of  the  great  and  good 


♦  King  George  II.,  aod  Qiieea  CiMroUiie  bis  cQiisort— F. 

s 


THB  CRAFTSMAN.  £13 

qualities^  of  his  friend,  never  loads  him  with  fulsome 
flatteries,  but  takes  the  honest  liberty  of  warning 
him  against  the  measures  of  those  who  are  endea- 
vouring to  mislead  him.  «  The  case  is  much  stronger 
in  public  life;  and  a  crown  is*  beset  with  so  many 
difficulties,  that  even  a  prince  of  the  most  consum- 
mate wisdom  is  not  always  sufficiently  guarded 
against  the  dangers  which  surround  him,  from  the 
stratagems  of  artful  ministers,  or  the  blunders  of 
weak  ones.  Both  of  them  may  be  equally  bad  mi- 
nisters, and  pursue  the  same  methods  of  supporting 
themselves,  by  flattering  him  into  measures  which 
tend  to  his  destruction. 

But  it  is  time  to  draw  to  a  conclusion ;  and  I  can 
only  add,  that  if  I  were  really  engaged  in  any  de- 
sign contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  present  establish- 
ment, I  should  have  sat  down  contented,  and  se- 
cretly rejoiced  at  the  affair  which  occasioned  this 
paper,  instead  of  giving  myself  and  the  reader  so 
much  trouble. 

CD. 
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ANSWER  TO  THE  CRAFTSMAN.^ 

Sir, 

1  DETEST  reading  your  papers,  because  I  am  not  of 
your  principles,  and  becausi?  I  cannot  endure  to  be 
convinced.  Yet  I  was  ]^revailed  on  to  peruse  your 
Praftsman  of  December  the  12th,  wherein  I  disco- 
ver you  to  be  as  great  an  enemy  of  this  country,  as 
you  a»re  of  your  own.  You  are  pleased  to  reflect  ou 
a  project  I  proposed,  of  making  the  children  of  Irish 
parents  to  be  useful  to  the  public  instead  of  being 
burdensome ;  and  you  venture  to  assert,  that  your 
own  scheme  is  more  charitable,  of  not  permitting 
our  popish  natives  tp  be  listed  in  the  service  bi  any 
foreign  prince. 

Perl^aps,  Sir,  you  may  not  have  h^ard  of  any 
kingdom  so  unhappy  as  this,  both  in  their  imports 
and  exports.  We  import  a  sort  of  goods,  of  no  in- 
trinsic value,  which  it  costs  us  above  forty  thousand 
pounds  a-year  to  dress,  and  scour,  and  polish,  which 
altogether  do  not  yield  one  penny  advantage ;  and 
we  annually  export  above  seven  hundred  thousand 
pounds  a*year  in  another  kind  of  goods,  for  which 
we  receive  not  one  single  farthing  in  return;  even 
the  money  paid  for  letters  sent  in  transacting  this 
commerce  being  all  returned  to  England.  Bat  now, 
when  there  is  a  most  lucky  opportunity  offered  to  be- 
gin a  trade,  whereby  this  nation  will  save  many 
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thoasand  poands  a-year,  and  England  be  a  prodi- 
gious gainer,  you  are  pleased,  without  a  call,  offici- 
ously atid  maliciously  to  interpose  with  very  frivo- 
lous arguments. 

It  is  well  known,  that  about  sixty  years  ago  the 
exportation  of  live-cattle  from  hence  to  England  was 
a  great  benefit  to  both  kingdoms,  until  that  branch 
of  traffic  was  stopped  by  an  act  of  parliament  on 
your  side,  whereof  you  have  sufficient  reason  to  re- 
pent.    Upon  which  account,  when  another  act  pas- 
sed your  parliament,  forbidding  the  exportation  of 
live  men  to  any  foreign  country,  you  were  so  wise 
to  put  in  a  clause,  allowing  it  to  be  done  by  his 
majesty's  permission,  under  his  sign   manual,  for 
which,  among  other  great  benefits  granted  to  Ire- 
land, we  are  infinitely  obliged  to  the  British  legisla- 
ture.     Yet   this   very  grace  and  favour  you,  Mr 
I>*Anvers,  whom  we  never  disobliged,  are  endea- 
vouring to  prevent ;  which,  I  will  take  upon  me  to 
say,  is  a  manifest  mark  of  your  disaffection  to  his 
majesty,  a  want  of  duty  to  the   ministry,  and  a 
wicked  design  of  oppressing  this  kingdom,  and  a 
traitorous  attempt  to  lessen  the  trade  and  manufac- 
tures of  England. 

Our  truest  and  best  ally,  the  moist  Christian  king, 
has  obtained  his  majesty's  license,  pursuant  to  law, 
to  export  from   hence  some    thousand  bodies  of 
healthy,  young,  living  men,  to  supply  his  Irish  re- 
giments.    The  King  of  Spain,  as  you  assert  yourself, 
has  desired  the  same  civility,  and  seems  to  have  at 
least  as  good  a  claim.     Supposing  then  that  these 
two  potentates  will  only  desire  leave  to  carry  off  six 
thousand  men  between  them  to  France  and  Spain ; 
then,  by  computing  the  maintenance  of  a  tall,  hun- 
gry Irishman,  in  food  and  clothes,  to  be  only  at  five 
pounds  a  head,  here  will  be  thirty  thousand  pounds 
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per  annum  saved  clear  to  the  nation;  for  they  caa 
find  no  other  employment  at  home,  beside  begging, 
robbing,  or  stealing.  But,  if  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty 
thousand  (which  we  would  gladly  spare)  were  sent 
on  the  same  errand,  what  an  immense  benefit  it 
must  be  to  us!  and  if  the  two  princes,  in  whose 
service  they  were,  should  happen  to  be  at  war  with 
each  other,  how  soon  would  those  recruits  be  de- 
troy  ed!  then  what  a  number  of  friends  would  the 
pretender  lose,  and  what  a  number  of  popish  ene- 
mies all  true  protestants  get  rid  of!  Add  to  this,  that 
then,  by  such  a  practice,  the  lands  of  Ireland,  that 
want  hands  for  tillage;  must  be  employed  in  gmzing, 
which  would  sink  the  price  of  wool,  raw  hides,  but- 
ter, and  tallow,  so  that  the  English  might  have 
them  at  their  own  rates ;  and  in  return  send  us 
wheat  to  make  our  bread,  barley  to  brew  our 
drink,  and  oats  for  our  horses,  without  any  labour 
of  our  own. 

Upon  this  occasion,  I  desire  humbly  to  ofer  a 
scheme,  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  best  answer 
the  true  interests  of  both  kingdoms :  For,  although 
I  bear  a  most  tender  filial  affection  for  England,  my 
dear  native  country,  yet  I  cannot  deny  but  this 
noble  island  has  a  great  share  in  my  love  and  esteem; 
nor  can  I  express  how  much  I  desire  to  see  it  flourish 
in  trade  and  opulence,  even  beyond  its  present  hap- 
py condition. 

The  profitable  land  of  this  kingdom  is,  I  thinfc 
usually  computed  at  seventeen  millions  of  acres,  all 
of  which  I  propose  to  be  wholly  turned  to  grazing*  I 
Now,  it  is  found  by  experience,  that  one  grazier 
and  his  family  can  manage  two  thousand  acres. 
Thus  sixteen  millions  eight  hundred  thousand  acres 
may  be  managed  by  eight  thousand  four  hundred 
families^  and  the  fraction  of  two  hundred  thousand 
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•cres  will  be  more  than  sufficient  for  cabins,  out- 
hoose:$,  and  potatoe-gardens ;  because  it  is  to  be  un- 
derstood that  com  of  all  sorts  must  be  sent  to  us 
from  England. 

These  eight  thousand  four  hundred  families  may 
be  divided  among  the  four  provinces,  according  to 
the  nmrnber  of  houses  in  each  province ;  and  making 
the  equal  allowance  of  eight  to  a  family,  the  number 
of  inhabitants  will  amount  to  sixty-seven  thousand 
two  hundred  souls.  To  these  we  are  to  add  a  stand* 
ing  army  of  twenty  thousand  English;  which,  to- 
gether with  their  trulls,  their  bastards,  and  theit 
horse-boys,  will,  by  a  gross  computation,  very  near 
double  the  count,  and  be  very  sufficient  (or  the  de- 
fence and  grazing  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  to  en- 
rich our  neighbours,  expel  popery,  and  keep  out  the 
pretender.  And  lest  the  army  should  be  at  a  loss 
for  business,  I  think  it  would  be  very,  prudent  to  em- 
ploy them  in  collecting  the  public  taxes  for  paying 
themselves  and  the  civil  list. 

I  advise,  that  all  our  owners  of  these  lands  should 
live  constantly  in  England,  in  order  to  learn  polite- 
ness, and  qualify  themselves  for  employments ;  but, 
for  fear  of  increasing  the  natives  in  this  island,  that 
an  annual  draught,  according  to  the  number  born 
every  year,  be  exported  to  whatever  place  will  bear 
the  carriage,  or  transplanted  to  the  English  domi- 
nions on  the  American  continent,  as  a  screen  be- 
tween his  majesty's  English  subjects  and  the  savage 
Indians. 

I  advise  likewise,  that  no  commodity  whatsoever, 
of  this  nation's  growth,  should  be  sent  to  any  othet 
country  except  England,  under  the  penalty  of  high 
treason ;  and  that  all  the  said  commodities  shall  be 
sent  in  their  natural  state ;  the  hides  raw,  the  wool 
uncon^bed)  the  flax  in  the  stub ;  excepting  only  fish. 
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butter,  tallow,  and  whatever  else  will  be  spoiled  in 
the  carriage.  On  the  contrary,  that  no  good^  wbal* 
soever  shall  be  imported  hither,  except  from  Eng- 
land, under  the  same  penalty:  that  England  should 
be  forced^  at  their  own  rates,  to  send  us  over  clothes 
ready  made,  as  Well  as  shirts  and  smocks  *o  the  sol* 
diers  and  their  trulls ;  all  iron,  wooden,  and  eaithen 
ware,  and  whatever  furniture  may  be  necessary  for 
the  cabms  of  graziers ;  with  a  sufficient  quahtity  of 
gin,  and  other  spirits^  for  those  who  can.  aflbid  to 
get  drunk  on  holidays. 

As  to  the  civil  and  eccleaiastical  administration, 
which  I  have  not  yet  fuUy  coifsidered,  I  can  say 
little ;  only  with  regard  to  the  latter,  it  is  plain,  tbst 
the  article  of  paying  tithe  for  aupporting  speculative 
opinions  in  religion,,  which  is  so  insupportable  a 
burden  to  all  true  protestantS',  and  to  most  church-^ 
men,  will  be  very  much  lessened  by  this  expedient; 
because  dry  cattle  pay  nothing  to  the  spirtlua)  hire- 
ling, any  more  than  imported  corn  ;  so  that  t^e  in- 
dustrious shepherd  and  cowherd  may  sit  every  man 
under  his  own  bIackberry*bosb,  and  on  bis  ownpo- 
tatoe  bed,  whereby  this  happy  island  will  become  a 
new  Arcadia. 

I  do  likewise  propose,  that  no  money  shall  be 
u$ed  in  Ireland  except  what  is  made  of  leather, 
which  likewise  shall  be  coined  in  England,  and 
iipported  ;  and  that  the  taxes  shall  be  levied  out  of 
the  commodities  we  export  for  England,  and  there 
turned  into  money  for  his  majesty's  use;  and  the 
rents  to  landlords  discharged  in  the  same  manner. 
This  will  be  no  manner  of  grievance,  for  we  already 
see  it  very  practicable  to  live  without  money,  and 
shall  be  more  convinced  of  it  every  day.  But  whe- 
ther paper  shall  continue  to  supply  that  defect,  or 
whether  we  shall  hang  up  all  those  who  process 
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thetr^de  of  bankers  (\yhich  latter  lam  rather  in* 
clined  to],  must  be  left  to.  the  qoasideratipn  of  wiser 
politicians. 

That  which  makes  me  more  ^ealodsly  bent  upon 
this  scheme,  is  my  desire  of  living  in  amity  with  oar 
neighbouriDg  brethren ;  for  we  have  already  tried 
all  other  means,  without  effect,  to  that  blessed  end: 
and,  by  the  course  of  measures  taken  for  some  year» 
pastf  it  should  se^m  that  we  are  all  ^reed  in  the. 
point.  . 

This  expedient  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  both 
king<iom$,  upon  several  accounts :  for,  as  to  Eng- 
land, they  tiave  a  J[ust  claim  to  the  balance  of  trade 
on  their  side  with  the  whole  world :  and  therefore 
our  ancestors  and  we,  who  conquered  this  kingdom 
for  them,  ought,'in  duty,  and  gratitude,  to  let  them 
have  the  whole  benefit  of  that  conquest  tp  them- 
selves.; especially  when  the  conquest  was  amicably 
inade  without  bloodshed,  by  stipulation  between  the 
Irish  princes  and  Heiiry  II. ;  by  which  they  paid 
him,  indeed,  not  equal  homage  with  what  the  elec^ 
tors  of  Gerniany  do  to  the  emperor,  but  very  near 
the  same  that  he  did  to  the  king  of  France,  for  his 
French  dqaiinions. 

In  consequence  of  this  claim  from  England,  that 
kingdom  may  very  reaspnably  demand  the  benefit 
of  all  our  commocUties  m  their  natural  growth,  to  be 
manufactured  by  their  people,  and  a  sufficient  quan** 
^ity  of  (hem  for  our .  use  to  be  returned  hither  fully 
inaniifactured. 

This,  on  the  other  side,  will  be  of  great  benefit  to 
our  inhabitants  the  graziers ;  when  time  and  labour 
will  be  too  much  taken  up  in  manuring  their  ground, 
feeding  their  cattle,  shearing  their  sheep,  and  send- 
ing over  their  oxen  fit  for  slaughter ;  to  which  em- 
ployments they  are  turned  by  nature,  as  descended 
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from  the  Scythians,  whose  diet  they  are  still  so  fond 
of.     So  Virgil  describes  it :  ' 

£t  lac  concr^tnin  cum  sanguine  btbetequioo;  * 

Which,  in  English,  is  bonnyclabberf  mingled  with 
the  blood  of  horses,  as  they  formerly  did,  until  about 
the  beginning  of  the  last  century;  when  luxury, 
under  the  form  of  politeness,  began  to  creep  in,  they 
changed  the  blood  of  horses  for  that  of  their  black 
cattle,  and,  by  consequence,  became  less  warlike 
than  their  ancestors. 

Although  I  proposed  that  the  army  should  be 
collectors  of  the  public  revenues,  yet  I  did  not  there- 
by intend  that  those  taxes  should  be  paid  in  gold  or 
silver ;  but  in  kind,  as  all  other  rent ;  For,  the  cus- 
tom of  tenants  making  their  payments  in  niouey,  is 
a  new  thing  in  the*  world,  little  known  in  former 
ages,  nor  generally  practised  in  any  nation  at  pre- 
sent, except  this  island  and  the  southern  parts  of 
Britain.     But,  to  my  great  satisfaction,   I  foresee 
better  times ;  the  ancient  manner  begins  to  be  now 
practised  in  many  parts  of  Connaught,  as  well  as  in 
the  county  of  Cork;  where  the  squires  tarn  tenants 
to  themselves,  divide  so  many  cattle  to  their  slaves, 
who  are  to  provide  such  a  quantity  of  buttfer,  hides, 
or  tallow,  still  keeping  up  their  number  of  cattle  ^ 
and  carry  the  goods  to  Cork,  or  other  port  towns, 
and  then  sell  them  to  merchants.     By  which  inven- 
tion there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  ruined  farmer  to  be 
seen ;  but  the  people  live  with  comfort  on  potatoes 
and  bonnyclabberf  neither  of  which  are  vendible 
commodities  abroad. 


*  — —  ^*  For  drink  and  food, 

Th^  mix  their  curdled  miik  with  horses'  blood."     DaiTPlH* 

i  Iiiick,  sour  milk.— F. 
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A  PROPOSAL 

AN  ACT  OF  Parliament  to  pay  off  the  debt 

OF  THE  NATION 

WITHOUT  TAXING  THE  SUBJECT : 

■ 

BY  WHICH  THE  KVMBVB  OF  LAKDED-GENTRT  AND  SUBSTANTIA!^ 
FARMERS  WILL  BE  CONSIDERABLY  INCREASED,  AND  NO  FERSOlt 
^ir.L  BE  THE  POORER,  OR  CONTRIBUTE  ONE  FARTHING  TO  THE 
CHARGE*'.      1732. 


saafe 


The  debts  contracted  some  years  past  for  the  ser- 
vice and  safety  of  the  nation,  are  grown  so  great, 
that  under  our  present  distressed  Qondition,  by  the 
want  of  trade,  the  great  remittances  to  pay  absen- 
tees, regiments  serving  abroad,  and  many  other 
drajns  of  money  well  enough  known  and  felt,  the 
kingdom  seems  altogether  unable  to  discharge  them 
by  the  common  methods  of  payment :  and  either  a 


»■  ■»■ 


*  The  reader  wiU  perceive  the  fbllowiog  treatise  to  be  altoge- 
ther ironical.  It  refers  to  the  disputes  which  at  this  time  prerailF 
pi  between  the  bishops  of  Ireland  and  a  great  body  of  their  clergy, 
concerning  the  power  of  the  prelates  to  let  leases  of  long  endn- 
lunce,  which  Swift  considered  as  affording  the  bishops  in  posses- 
sion an  undue  opportunity  of  enriching  themselyes,  by  taki^^ 
,inesy  &c.  at  the  ezpenoe  of  the  imporerisbnieiit  of  th^  see. 


# 
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poll  or  land-tax  would  be  too  odious  to  think  of,  es. 
pecially  the  latter ;  because  the  lands,  which  have 
been  let  for  these  ten  or  dozen  years  past,  were  rais- 
ed so  high,  that  the  owner  can  at  present  hardly  re- 
ceive any  rent  at  all.  For  it  is  the  usual  practice 
of  an  Irish  tenant,  rather,  than  want  land,  to  offer 
more  for  a  farm  than  he  knows  he  can  be  ever  able 
to  pay :  and  in  that  case  he  grows  desperate,  and 
pays  nothing  at  all.  So  that  a  land*tax  upon  a  rack- 
ed estate,  would  be  a  burden  wholly  insupportable. 

The  question  would  then  be,  how  these  national 
debts  can  be  paid ;  and  how  I  can  mieike  good  the 
several  particulars  of  my  proposal!^  which  I  ^all 
now  lay  open  to  the  pi\b|ig. 

The  revenues  of  th^ir  graces  and  ^lordships,  the 
archbishops  and  bishops  of  this  kingdom  (excluding 
the  fines)  do  amount  by  a  moderate  computation  to 
36,8001.  per  annum :  I  ^»eaa  the  rents  which  the 
bishops  receive  from  their  tenants.  But  the  real  va- 
lue of  those  lands  at  a  full  rent,  taking  the  several 
sees  one  with  another,  is  reckoned  to  be  at  least 

^  ft 

three-fourths  more :  so  that  multiplying  36,8001.  by 
4,  the  full  rent  of  all  the  bishops'  lands  will  amount 
to  147,^01.  per  annum;  from  which  subtracting 
the  present  rent  received  by  their  lordships,  that  is 
96,8001 ,  the  profits  of  the  lands  received  by  the  first 
and  second  tenants  (who  both  bane  great  bargains) 
will  rise  to  the  sum  of  110,4001.  per  annum;  which 
lands,  if  they  were  to  be  sold  at  twenty- two  years' 
purchase,  would  raise  a  sum  of  2,428,8001.^  reserv- 
ing to  the  bishops  their  present  r^nts^  only  excluding 
fines. 

Of  this  sum,  I  propose,  that  out  of  the  one-half, 
which  amounts  to  1,314,4001.  so  much  to  be  ap- 
plied, as  will  entirely  discharge  the  debts  of  the  nar 
tion ;  and  the  remainder  be  laid  up  in  the  treasiuy> 
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to  supply  contingencies,  as  we^l  as  to  discharge  some 
of  our  heavy  taxes,  until  the  kingdom  shall  he  in  a 
better  condition. 

But,  whereas  the  present  set  of  bishops  wonid  be 
greater  losers  by  this  schema  for  want  of  their  fines, 
which  should  be  a  hard  treatment  to  such  religious^ 
loyal,  and  deserving  personages ;  I  have  therefore 
set  apart  the  other  half  to  supply  that  defect,  which 
it  will  more  than  sufficiently  do. 

A  bishop's  lease  for  the  full  term  is  reckoned  to 
be  worth,  eleven  years'  purchase ;  but  if  we  take 
bishops  round,  I  suppose  there  may  be  four  years  of 
each  lease  elapsed  ;  and  many,  of  the  bishops  being 
^ell  stricken  in  years,  I  cannot  think  their  lives 
round  lo  be  worth  more  than  seven  years'  purchase  ^ 
90  that  the  purchasers  may  very  well  afford  fifteen 
yeara*  purchase  for  the  reversion,  especially  by  one 
great  additional  advantage,  which  I  shall  soon  men- 
tion. 

This  sum  of  9,428,8001.  roust  likewise  be  sunk 
Tery  considerably,  because  the  lands  are  to  be  sold 
only  at  fifteen  years'  purchase;  and  this  lessens  the 
sum  to  about  1,65^,0001.  of  which  I  propose  twelve 
hundred  thousand  pounds  to  be  applied  partly  for 
the  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and  partly  as  a 
lund  for  future  exigencies;  and  the  remaining 
456,0001.,  I  propose  as  a  fund  for  paying  the  pre* 
sent  set  of  bishops  their  fines ;  which  it  will  abun* 
dantly  do,  and  a  great  part  remain  as  an  addition  to 
the  public  stock. 

Although  the  bishops  round  do  not  in  reality  re* 
ceive  three  fines  a  piece,  which  take  up  21  years, 
yet  I  adlow  it  to  be  so;  but  then  I  will  suppose  them 
to  take  but  one  year's  rent,  in  recompense  of  giving 
them  so  large  a  term  of  life ;  and  thus  multiplving 
96^8001.  by  d,  the  product  will  be  only  110,4001., 
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'  SO  that  above  three-fourths  will  remaiti  ^to  be  applied 
to  public  use. 

If  I  have  made  wrong  computations,  I  hope  to  be 
excused,  as  a  stranger  to  the  kingdom ;  which- 1  ne- 
ver saw  till  I  was  called  to  an  employment,  and  yet 
where  I  intend  to  pass  the  rest  of  my  days ;  but  I 
took  care  to  get  the  best  informations  I  oould,  and 
from  the  most  proper  persons.  However,  the  mis- 
takes I  may  have  been  guilty  of  will  very  little  affect 
the  main  of  my  proposal ;  although  they  should 
cause  a  difference  of  one  hundred  thousand  founds, 
more  or  less.  j 

These  fines  are  only  to  be  paid  to  the  bTsfaop  du-  ^ 
ring  his  incumbency  in  the  same  see :  If  he  change 
it  for  a  better,  the  purchasers  of  the  vacant  see  lands 
are  to  come  immediately  into  possession  of  the  see 
he  has  left;  and  both  the  bishop  who  is  removed, 
and  he  who  comes  into  his  place,  are  to  have  no 
more  fines ;  for  the  removed  bishop  will  find  his  ac- 
count by  a  larger  revenue  ;  and  the  other  see  will 
find  candidates  enough.  For  the  law-maxim  will 
here  have  place  :  caveat  amptor ;  I  mean,  the  per- 
sons who  succeed  may  choose  whether  they  will 
accept  or  not. 

As  to  the  purchasers,  they  will  probably  be  te- 
nants  to  the  see,  who  are  already  in  possession,  and 
can  afford  to  give  more  than  any  other  bidder. 

I  will  farther  explain  myself.  If  a  person  already 
a  bishop  be  removed  into  a  richer  see,  he  must  be 
content  with  the  bare  revenues  without  any  fines ; 
and  so  must  he  who  comes  into  a  bishopric  vacant 
by  death  :  and  this  will  bring  the  matter  sooner  to 
bear ;  which  if  the  crown  shall  think  fit  to  counte- 
nance, will  soon  change  the  present  set  of  bishops; 
and  consequently  encourage  purchasers  of  their 
lands.     Foi:  example  :  If  a  primate  sboqld  die,^  and 
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th€  gradation  be  Wisely  made,  almost  the  whole  set 
of  bishops  might  be  changed  in  a  month,  each  to  his 
great  s^dvantage,  although  no  fines  were  to  be  got, 
and  thereby  save  a  great  part  of  that  sum  which  I 
have  appropriated  toward  supplying  the  deficiency 
of  fines. 

I  have  valued  the  bishops*  lands  two  years*  pur- 
chase above  the  usual  computed  rate,  because  those 
lands  will  have  a  sanction  from  the  king  and  council 
in  England,,  and  be  confirmed  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment here:  besides,  it' is  well  known,  that  higher 
prices  are  given  every  day  for  worse  lands,  at  the 
remotest  distances,  and  at  rack-rents,  which  I  take 
to  be  occasioned  by  want  of  jtrade  :  when  there  are 
few  borrowers,  and  the  little  money  in  private  hands 
lying  dead,  there  is  no  other  way  to  dispose  of  it 
but  in  buying  of  land ;  which  consequently  makes 
the  owners  hold  it  so  high. 

Besides  paying  the  nation's  debts,  the  sale  of 
these  lands  would  have  many  other  good  effects 
upon  the  nation. «  It  will  considerably  increase  the 
number  of  gentry,  where  the  bishops*  tenants  are 
able  or  willing  to  purchase ;  for  the  lands  will  afford 
a  hundred  gentlemen  a  good  revenue  to  each  :  se- 
veral persons  from  England,  will  probably  be  glad 
to  come  over  hither,  and  be  the  buyers,  rather  than 
give  thirty  years*  purchase  at  home,  under  the  loads 
of  taxes  for  the  public  and  the  poor,  as  well  as  re- 
pairs; by  which  means  much  money  may  be  brought 
among  lis ;  and  probably  some  of  the  purchasers 
tlieknselves  may  be  content  to  live  cheap  in  a  worse 
country  rather  than  be  at  the  charge  of  exphange 
;  and  agencies.;  and  perhaps  of  nonsolvencies  in  ab- 
.  sence,  if  they  let  their  lands  too  high. 
,  This  proposal  will  also  multiply  farmers,  when 
the. purchasers  will  hav<&  lands  in  their  own  power 
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to  give  long  and  easy  leases  to  tndUMridus  husband- 
men, 

I  have  allowed  some  bishoprics,  of  equal  ifncome, 
to  be  of  more  or  less  value  to  the  purchaser,  according 
as  they  are  circumstanced.  For  instance,  the  lands 
of  the  primacy  and  some  other  sees,  are  let  so  low^ 
that  they  hardly  pay  a  fifth  penny  of  the  real  value 
to  the  bishop ;  and  there  the  fines  are  the  greater. 
On  the  contrary,  the  sees  of  Meath  and  Cloofert, 
consisting,  as  I  am  told,  much  of  tithes,- those  tithes 
are  annually  let  to  the  tenants  without  any  fines. 
So  the  see  of  Dublin  is  said  to  have  many  fee-farms, 
which  pay  no  fines ;  and  some  leases  for  lives,  which 
pay  very  little,  and  not  so  soon  nor  so  duly. 

I  cannot  but  be  confident,  that  their  graces  my 
lords  the  archbishopis,  and  my  lords  the  bishops,  will 
heartily  join*in  this  proposal,  out  of  gratitude  to  his 
late  and  present  majesty,  the  best  of  kings,  who  have 
bestowed  on  them  such  high  and  opulent  stations: 
as  well  as  in  pity  to  this  couMry,  which  is  now  be- 
come their  own;  whereby  they  wiUbe  ifistramental 
toward  paying  the  nation's  debts  without  impove- 
rishing themselves ;  enrich  a  hundred  gentlemen,  as 
well  as  free  them  from  dependency ;  and  thus  re- 
move that  envy,  which  is  apt  to  fall  upon  their  graces 
and  lordships,  from  considerable  persons,' whose  birth 
and  fortunes  rather  qualify  them  to  be  Iprds  of  map 
nors,  than  servile  dependents  upon  churchmen,  how- 
ever dignified  or  distinguished. 

If  I  do  not  flatter  myself,  there  couM  not  be  any 
law  more  popular  than  this.  For,  the  tmniediate 
tenants  to  bishops,  being  some  of  them  persons  of 
quality  and  good  estates,  and  more  of  tliem  grown 
up  to  be  gentlemen  by  the  profits  of  these  very  leases 
under  a  succession  of  bishops,  think  it  a  disgrace  to 
be  subject  both  to  rents  and  fines  at  the  pleasure  of 
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their  latadlw^cte.  Then  the  balk  of  the  tenants,  es- 
pecially the  dissenters,  who  are  onr  true  loyal  pro- 
testant  brethfett;  look  upon  it  both  as  an  uhnatarai 
and  iniqUitbiiS  thing,  that  bishops  should  be  own- 
ers of  land  «it  all  (wherein  I  beg  to  differ  from 
them),  being  a  point  so  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
the  apostles,  trhose  successors'  they  are  ^Jeemed  to 
be;  and  who,  altthmgh  they  were  contented  that 
land  should  be  sold  for  tbe  ieommon  use  of  the  bre- 
thren, yet  would  not  buy  it  themselves,  but  had  it 
laid  at  their  feet,  to  be  distributed  to  poor  prose- 
lytes. 

I  will  add  one  word  more;  that,  by  such  a  whole- 
some law  all  the  oppressions  felt  by  under-tenants 
of  church  leases,  which  are  now  laid  on  the  bishops, 
would  entirely  be  prevented,  by  their  graces  and 
lordships  consenting  to  have  their  lands  sold  for 
payment  of  the  nation's  debts :  reserving  only  the 
present  rent  for  their  own  plentiful  and  honourable 
support. 

I  beg  leave  to  add  one  particular ;  that,  when 
heads  of  a  bill  (as  I  find  the  style  runs  in  this  king- 
dom)  shall  be  brought  in  for  forming  this  propo- 
sal into  a  law,  I  should  humbly  offer,  that  there 
might  be  a  power  given  to  every  bishop,  except 
those  who  reside  in  Dublin,  for  applying  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  profitable  laud,  that  lies  nearest  his 
palace,  as  a  demesne  for  the  convenience  of  his  fa- 
mily, 

I  know  very  well,  that  this  scheme  has  been  much 
talked  of  for  some  time  past,  and  is  in  the  thoughts 
of  many  patriots ;  neither  was  it  properly  mine,  al- 
though I  fell  readily  into  it,  when  it  was  first  com- 
municated to  me. 

Although  I  am  almost  a  perfect  stranger  in  this 
kingdom^  yet  since  I  have  accepted  an  employment 
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here  of  some  consequence  as  well  as  profit,  I  can- 
not but  think  myself  in  duty  bound  to  consult  the 
interest  of  people  among  whom  I  have  been  so  well 
received.  And  if  I  can  be  any  way  instrumental 
toward  contributing  to  reduce  this  excellent  pro- 
posal into  a  law  (which  being  not  in  the  least  inju- 
rious to  England,  will,  I  am  confident,  meet  with  no 
opposition  from  that  side)  my  sincere  endeavours  to 
serve  this  church  and  kingdom  will  be  well  reward- 
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jVotbing  is  held  more  commendable  in  all  great 
cities,  especially  the  metropolis  of  a  kingdom,  thaa 
what  the  French  call  the  police  :  by  which  word  is 
meant  the  government  thereof,  to  prevent  the  many 
disorders  occasioned  by  great  numbers  of  people 
and  carriages,  especially  through  narrow  streets.  In 
this  government  our  famous  city  of  Dublin  is  said 
to  be  very  defective,  and  universally  complained  of. 
Many  wholesome  laws  have  been  enacted  to  cor« 
rect  those  abuses^  but  are  ill  executed ;  and  many 
more  are  wanting ;  which  I  hope  the  united  wisdMA 
of  the  nalion  (whereof  so  many  good  effects  have  al<- 
ready  appeared  this  session)  will  soon  take  into  their 
profoniui  consideration. 

As  I  have  been  always  watchful  over  the  good  of 
mine  own  country,  and  particularly  tha;t  of  our  re- 
nowned city,  where  {absit  invidia)  I  had  the  ho» 
nour  to  draw  my  first  breath ;  I  cannot  have  a  mi« 
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niite^s  ease  or  patience,  to  forbear  enumerating  some 
of  the  greatest  enormities,  abuses,  and  corruptions, 
spread  almost  through  every  part  of  Dublin ;  and 
proposing  such  remedies  as  1  hope  the  legislature 
will  approve  of* 

The  narrow  compass  to  which  I  have  confined 
myself  in  this  paper  will  allow,  me  only  to  touch  the 
most  important  defects ;  and  such  as  I  think  seem 
to  require  the  most  speedy  redress. 

And  first ;  perhaps  there  was  never  .known  a 
wiser  institution,  than  that  of  allowing  certain  per- 
sons of  both  sexes,  in  large^  and  populous  cities,  to 
cry  through  the  streets  many  necessaries  of  life.  It 
would  be   endless  to  recount    the   conveniencies, 
which  our  city  enjoys  by  this  useful  invention;  and 
particularly   strangers,  forced  hither  by  business, 
who  reside  here  but  a  short  time ;  for  these,  having 
usually  but  little  money,  and  being  wholly  ignorant 
of  the  town,  might  at  an  easy  price  purchase  a  to- 
lerable dinner,  if  the  several  criers  would  pronounce 
the  names  of  the  goods  they  have  to  sell  in  any  to- 
lerable language.      And  therefore,  until  our  law- 
makers shall  think  it  proper  to  interpose  so  far  as 
to  make  those  traders  pronounce  their  words  in  such 
terms,  that  a  plain  Christian  hearer  may  compre- 
hend what  is  cried,  I  would  advise  all  new  comers 
to  look  out  at  their  garriet  windows,  and  there  see, 
whether  the  thing  that  is  cried  be  tripes  or  flum* 
mery,  butter-milk  or  cow- heels.     For,  as  things  are 
now  managed,   how  is  it  possible  for  an.  honest 
countryman  just  arrived  to  find  out  what  is  meant, 
for  instance,  by  the  following  words,  with  which 
his  ears  are  constantly  stunned  twice  a-day,  Mng^i 
jugs,  and  porringers  up  in  the  garret,  and  down  in 
the  cellar !  I  say,  how  is  it  possible  for,  any  stranger 
to  understand,  that  .this  jargon  i$  meant  as  aniQ^i* 
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tation  to  l>ay  a  farthing's  worth  of  milk  for  his  break* 
fast  or  supper,  unless  his  curiosity  draws  him  to  the . 
window,  or  until  his  landlady  shall  inform  him  ?  I 
produce  this  only  as  one  instance  among  a  hundred 
much  worse ;  I  mean  where  the  words  make  a 
sound  wholly  inarticulate,  which  gives  so  much  dis« 
turbance,  and  so  little  information. 

The  affirmation  solemnly  made  in  the  cry  of  her* 
rings,  is  directly  against  all  truth  and  probability; 
Herrings  alive,  alive  here !  The  very  proverb  will 
conyinqe  us  of  this ;  for  what  is  more  frequent  in 
ordinary  speech,  than  to  say  of  some  .neighbour  for 
whom  the  passing-bell  rings,  that  he  is  dead  as  a 
herring  ?  And  pray  how  is  it  possible  tjiat  a  herring, 
which,  as  philosophers  observe,  cannot  live  longer 
than  one  minute  three  seconds  and  a  half  out  of  wa^ 
ter,  should  bear  a  voyage  in  open  boats  from  Howth 
to  Dublin,  be  tossed  into  twenty  hands,  and  preserve 
its  life  in  sieves  for  several  hours  ?  nay,  we  have 
witnesses  ready  to  produce,  that  many  thousands 
of  these  herrings,  so  impudently  asserted  to  be  alive, 
have  been  a  day  and  a  night  upon  dry  land.  But 
this  is  not  the  worst.  What  can  we  think  of  those 
impious  wretches  who  dare,  in  the  face  of  the  sun, 
vouch  the  very  same  affirmative  of  their  salmon, 
and  cry,  SaUnon  alive,  alive !  whereas,  if  you  call 
the  woman  who  cries  it,  she  is  not  ashamed  to  tura 
back  her  mantle,  and  show  you  this  individual  saU 
mon  cut  into  a  dozen  pieces?  I  have  given  good 
advice  to  these  infamous  disgracers  of  their  sex  and 
calling,  without  the  least  appearance  of  remorse^ 
and  fully  against  the  conviction  of  their  own  con- 
sciences ;  1  have  mentioned  this  grievance  to  seve- 
ral of.  our  parish-ministers,  but  all  in  vain ;  so  that 
it  must  continue,  until  the  government  shall  thiak 
fit  to  interpose. 
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There  is  another  cry,  which,  from  the  stricter 
ol^efvation  I  can  ^ake,  appears  to  be  very  modef&) 
and  it  is  that  of  sweethearts  ^ ;  and  is  pkittly  in^ 
tended  for  a  feileetion  lipon  tht»  female  s^iLi  as  if 
tfaet^  were  at  present  so  ^reift  a  diearth  y>f  lovers, 
that  the  women,  instead  of  receiving  preseniis  from 
men,  were  now  forced  to  offer  money  to  p^fchAde 
sweethearts.  Neither  am  I  Sore^  that  this  dry  does 
not  glance  at  some  disaffection  against  the  got^m^- 
ment;  insinuating,  that  while  so  many  oCoar  ti^oops 
are  engaged  in  foreign  service,  and  such  a  gtesit 
number  of  otir  gallant  officers  constantly  reride  iti 
England,  the  ladies  are  forced  to  take  Up  with  par- 
sons and  attorneys :  but  this  is  a  inost  unjust  reflec- 
tion, as  may  soon  be  proved  by  any  person  tfho 
frequents  the  Castle,  our  public  walks,  our  balls  and 
^semblies ;  where  the  crowds  of  toupees  f  were  | 
never  known  to  swarm  as  they  do  at  present. 

There  is  a  cry  peculiar  to  this  city*  which  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  been  tised  in  Liondon ;  or  at 
least  not  in  the  same  terms  that  it  has  been  practis- 
ed by  both  parties  daring  each  of  their  power,  but 
very  unjustly  by  the  tories.  While  these  were  at 
the  helm,  they  grew  daily  motie  and  more  imj^utient 
to  put  all  true  whigs  and  Hanoverians  out  of  em- 
ployments :  to  effect  which,  they  hired  certain  onSi- 
nary  fellows,  with  large  baskets  on  their  shoulders, 
to  call  aloud  at  every  house,  Dirt  to  carry  out; 
giving  that  denoftiitiation  to  oiir  whole  party ;  as  if 
they  would  signify,  that  the  kingdom  couW  ncve^ 
be  cleansed,  until  we  were  swept  from  the  earth 
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like  rubbi^ht  Bu|,  m^  that  hsippy  tom  of  timwt 
when  we  were  so  ipjr^oiiloualy  prciserved*  by  jmt 
aji  inch,  froip  popery».  slavery,  ma^sa^re^  aad  tbie 
preteiider,  I  mM$t  own  it  is  prudence  \n  i|^  $tiU  |oi  go 
op  with  the  $ftme  cry «  which  has  ever  since  been  sa 
effectually  pb^rv^*  that  the  true  political  dirt  i^ 
wholly  removed,  and  throiyn  on  \%s  proper  daiighiUp» 
there  to  corrMpt  and  be  qo  more  beard  of. 

But  to  proceed  to  other  enormities,  Every  person 

ivbo  walks  the  streets^  mqst  needs  observe  ^U  imr 
ineuse  nqwbep  of  bunaau  excrenjeints,  at  the  dciors 
and  steps  of  waste  houses,  and  at  the  pides  of  every 
dead  wall ;  for  which  the  disaffected  pa^ty  has  as«> 
l^igned  a  very  false  aud  pfialicious  cause ;  they  woul^ 

have  it,  that  these  heap^  v^x^  laid  there  privately  by 

British  fqpdaments,  to  make  the  world  believe  that 
our  Irish  vulgar  do  d^ily  eat  and  drink  i  and  conse^ 
queptly  that  the  clamour  of  poverty  among  us,  mil^i 
be  false,  proceeding  ouly  from  Jacobites  and  papists. 
They  would  confirm  this,  by  pretending  to  observe, 
that  a  British  anus,  being  mox^  narrowly  perforated 
than  oije  of  our  own  country,  and  many  pf  these  ei^ 
crements,  upon:a  strict  view,  appearing  eopple  crowo^ 
ed,  with  a  point  like  a  cone  or  pyramid)  ^re  easily 
distinguished  from  the  Hibernian^  which  lie  much 
flatter,  and  with  less  continuity.  I  communicated 
this  coiijec^ture  to  an  eminent  physician,  who  is  well 
versed  in  such  profound  speculations,  and,  at  my 
request*  was  please4  to  make  trial  with  each  of  his 
Angers,  by  thrustiog  them  into  the  anus  of  several 
persons  of  both  natiops,  and  professed  he  could  find 
JDO  Mich  difference  between  them  as  thpse  ill*dispos» 
^d  people  allege^  On  the  contrary,  he  assured  me 
that  much  the  greater  number  of  narrow  cavities 
were  of  Hibernian  origin.  Thjs  I  only  mention,  to 
ahow  hpw  ready  the  Jacobite^  are  to  lay  hold  of  ^ny 
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handle,  to  express  their  malice  against  the  govern- 
ment. I  had  almost  forgot  to  add,  that  my  friend 
the  physician  could,  by  smelling  each  finger,  dis- 
tinguish the  Hibernian  excrement  from  the  British, 
and  was  not  above  twice  mistaken,  in  a  hundred 
experiments;  upon  which  he  intends  very  soon  to 
publish  a  learned  dissertation. 

Tliere  is  a  diversion  in  this  city,  which  ilsually 
begins  among  the  butchers,  but  is  often  continued 
bv  a  succession  of  other  people,  through  many 
streets  ;  it  is  called  the  COSSING  of  a  dog:  and  I 
may  justly  number  it  among  our  corruptions.  The 
ceremony  is  thus :  A  strange  dog  happens  to  pass 
through  a  flesh-market ;  whereupon  an  expert  but- 
cher immediately  cries  in  a  loud  voice,  and  the  pro- 
per tone,  Coss,  coss,  several  times.  The  same  word 
is  repeated  by  the  people.  The  dog,  who  perfectly 
understands  the  terms  of  art,  and  consequently  the 
danger  he  is  in,  immediately  flies.  The  people, 
and  even  his  own  brother  animals  pursue :  the  pur- 
suit and  cry  attend  him  perhaps  half  a  mile;  he  is 
well  worried  in  his  flight,  and  sometimes  hardly  es* 
capes.  This  our  ill-wishers  of  the  Jacobite  kind  are 
pleased  to  call  a  persecution ;  and  affirm,  that  it  al- 
ways falls  upon  dogs  of  the  tory  principle.  But  we 
can  well  defend  ourselves,  by  justly  alleging,  that 
when  they  were  uppermost,  they  treated  our  dogs 
fully  as  inhumanly.  As  to  my  own  part,  who  have 
in  former  times  often  attended  these  processions, 
although  I  can  very  well  distinguish  between  a 
whig  and  a  tory  dog,  yet  I  never  carried  my  resent- 
ment very  far  from  a  party  principle,  except  it  were 
against  certain  malicious  dogs,  who  most  discover 
their  enmity  against  us  in  the  worst  of  times.  And 
I  remember  too  well,  that  in  the  wicked  ministry  of 
(be  jp^arl  of  Oxford,  s^  large  mastiff  of  our  party, 


eSRTAIK  ABrSES^  &e.'.  ^S 

being  unmercifully  cossed,  rd,n,  without  thinking, 
between  my  legs,  as  I  was  coming  up  Fishambie- 
street;  ana,  as  I  am  of  low  stature,  with  very  short 
legs,  bore  me  riding  backward  down  the  hill  for^ 
above  two  hundred  yards :  and  although  I  inade  use- 
of  his  tail  for  a  bridle,  holding  it  fast  with  both  my: 
hands,  and  dung  my  legs  as  close  to  his  sides  as  I 
could,  yet  we  both  came  down  together  into  the. 
middle  of  the  kennel ;  where,  after  rolling  three  or 
four  times  over  each  other,  I  got  up  with  much  ado, 
amid  the  shouts  and  huzsras  of  a  thousand  mali- 
cious Jacobites.     I  cannot,  indeed,  but  gratefully 
acknowledge,  that  for  this  and  many  other  services 
and  sufferings  *  I  have  been  since  inore  than  over* 
paid. 

This  adventure  niay  perhaps  have  put  me  out 
of  love  with  the  diversion  of  cossing,  which  I  con- 
fess myself  an  enemy  to,  unless  we  could  always  be 
sure  of  distinguishing  tory  dogs;  whereof  great 
numbers  have  since  been  so  prudent,  as  entirely  to 
change  their  principles,  and  are  justly  esteemed  the 
best  worriers  of  their  former  friends. 

I  am  assured,  and  partly  know,  that  all  the  chim* 
ney-sweepers'  boys,  where  members  of  parliament 
chiefly  lodge,  are  hired  by  our  enemies  to  skulk  in 
the  tops  of  chimneys,  with  their  heads  no  higher 
than  will  just  permit  them  lo  look  round ;  and  at 
'the  usual  hours  when  members  are  going  to  the 
house,  if  they  see  a  coach  stand  near  the  lodging  of 
any  loyal  member,  they  call  Coach,  coach,  as  loud 
as  they  can  bawl,  just  at  the  instant  when  the  foot* 
man  begins  to  give  the  same  call.  And  this  is  chiefs 
ly  done  on  those  days,  when  any  point  of  import* 
^.ace  is  to  be  debated.     This  practice  may  be  of 
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very  dangerous  consequence ;  for  these  bays  are  all 
hired  by  enemies  to  the  government ;  and  thus^  by 
the  absence  of  a  few  members  for  a  few  minutes,  a 
question  may  be  carried  against  the  true  interest  of 
^e  kingdcmi,  and  very  probably  not  without  an  eye 
toward  the  pretender. 

I  have  not  observed  this  wit  and  fancy  of  the  town 
so  much  employed  in  any  one  articla>  as  that  of 
contriving  variety  of  signs^  to  hang  over  booses 
where  punch  is  to  be  sold.  The  bowl  is  represent- 
ed full  of  punch ;  the  ladle  stands  erect  in  the  mid- 
dle,  supported  sometimes  by  one,  and  sometimes  by 
two  animals,  whose  feet  rest  upon  the  edge,  of  the 
bowl.  These  animals  are  sometimes  one  black  lion, 
and  sometimes  a  couple  9  sometimes  a  single  eagle, 
and  sometimes  a  spread  one  ;  and  we  often  meet  a 
crow,  a  swan,  a  bear,  or  a  cock,  in  the  same  posture. 

Now,  I  cannot  find  how  siny  of  these  animals^ 
either  separate  or  in  conjunction,  are,  properly 
speaking,  fit  emblems  or  embellishments  to  advance 
the  sale  of  punch.  Besides,  it  is  dgreed  among  na- 
turalists, that  no  brute  can  endure  the  taste  of  strong 
liquor,  except  where  he  has  been  used  to  it  from 
faitsi  infancy ;  and  consequently  it  is  against  all  the 
rules  of  hieroglyph,  to  assign  those  animals  as  pa* 
trons  or  protectors  of  punch.  For,  in  that  case,  we 
ought  to  suppose  that  the  host  keeps  always  ready 
the  real  bird  or  beast,  whereof  the  picture  hangs 
over  his  door,  to  entertain  his  guests ;  which,  how- 
ever, to  my  knowledge,  is  not  true  in  fact ;  not  one 
of  those  birds  being  a  proper  companion  for  a  Chris- 
tian, as  to  aiding  and  assisting  in  making  the  punch. 
For,  as  they  are  drawn  upon  the  sign,  they  are 
much  more  likely' to  mute,  or  shed  their  feathers  in* 
to  the  liquor.  Then  as  to  the  bear,  he  is  too  ter- 
rible, awkward,  and  slovenly  a  companion  to  con* 
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verse  with ;  neither  are  any  of  them  at  all  handjr 
enough  to  fill  liquor  to  the  company.    I  do,  there-* 
fore,  vehemently  suspect  a  plot  intended  against  the 
government  by  these  devices.     For,  although  the 
spread  eagle  be  the  arms  of  Germany,  upon  which 
account  it  may  possibly  be  a  lawful  protestant  sign, 
yet  I,  who  am  very  suspicious  of  fair  outsides,  in  a 
matter  which  so  nearly  concerns  our  welfare,  cannot 
but  call  to  mind,  that  the  preteQder*s  wife  is  said  to 
be  of  German  birth ;  and  that  many  popish  princes, 
in  so  vast  an  extent  of  land,  are  reported  to  excel 
both  at  making  and  drinking  punch :  besides,  it  is 
4)laia  that  the  spread  eagle  exhibits  to  us  a  perfect 
figure  of  a  cross,  which  is  a  badge  of  popery* 
Then  as  to  the  cock,  he  is  well  known  to  represent 
the  French  nation,  our  old  and  dangerous  enemy* 
The  swan,  who  must  of  necessity  cover  the  entire 
bowl  with  his  wings,  can  be  no  other  than  the  Spa* 
niard,  who  endeavours  to  engross  all  the  treasures 
of  the  Indies  to  himself.    The  lion  is  indeed  the 
common  emblem  of  rpyal  power,  as  well  as  the  arms 
of  England;  but  to  paint  him  black  is  perfect 
jacobitism,  and  a  manifest  type  of  those  who  black- 
en the  actions  of  the  best  princes.     It  is  not  easy  to 
distinguish.  Whether  that  other  fowl  painted  over 
the  punch-bowl  be  a  crow  or  a  raven.     It  is  true 
they  have  both  been  ominous  birds :  but  I  rather 
take  it  to  be  the  former;  because  it  is  the  disposi- 
tion of  a  crow  to  pick  out  the  eyes  of  other  creatures,  * 
and  often  even  of  Christians,  after  they  are  dead  ( 
and  is  therefore  drawn  here  with  a  design  to  put  the 
Jacobites  in  mind  of  their  old  practice,  first  to  lull 
us  asleep  (which  is  an  emblem  of  death),  and  thei| 
to  blind  our  eyes,  that  we  may  not  see  their  danger* 
Otts  practices  against  the  state. 
To  speak  my  priyate  opinion :  The  least  offirosive 
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picture  ih  the  nrhole  set  seems  to  be  the  biear ;  be* 
cause  he  represents  ursa'  mc^or^  or  the  great  bear, 
who  preffides  over  the  north,  where  the  reformation 
first  began ;  and  which,  next  to  Britain  (including 
Scotland  and  the  north  of  Ireland),  is  the  great  pro- 
tector of  the  true  protestant  religion.  But,  however, 
in  those  signs  where  I  observe  the  bear  to  be  chained, 
I  cannot  help  surmising  a  jacobite  contrivance ;  by 
which  these  traitors  hint  an  earnest  desire  of  using 
all  true  whigs,  as  their  predecessors  did  the  primi- 
tive Christians :  I  mean,  to  represent  us  as  bears, 
and  then  hallo  their  tory  dogs  to  bait  us  to  death. 

Thus  I  have  given  a  fair  account  of  what  I  dislike 
in  all  the  signs  set  over  those  houses  that  invite  us 
to  punch.  I  own  it  was  a  matter  that  did  not  need 
explaining,  being  so  very  obvious  to  common  un- 
derstandings :  yet  I  know  not  how  it  happens,  but 
methinks  there  seems  a  fatal  blindness  to  overspread 
our  corporeal  eyes,  as  well  as  our  intellectual;  and 
I  heartily  wish  I  may  be  found  a  false  prophet ;  for 
these  are  not  bare  suspicions,  but  manifest  demon* 
strations. 

Therefore,  away  with  these  popish,  jacobitish, 
and  idolatrous  gewgaws^  And  I  heartily  wish  a 
law  were  enacted,  under  severe  penalties,  against 
drinking  punch  at  all ;  for  nothing  is  easier  than  to 
prove  it  a  disaffected  liquor :  the  chief  ingredients, 
which  are  brandy,  orangies^  and  lemons,  are  all  sent 
us  from  popish  countries ;;  and.  nothing  remains  of 
protestant  growth,  but  sugar  and  water.  For  as  to 
biscuit,  which  formerly  was  held  a  necessary  in- 
gredient, and  is  truly  British,  we  find  it^entirely  re- 
jected. 

But  I  will  put  the  truth  of  my  assertion  past  all 
doubt :  I  mean,  that  this  liquor  is  by  one  important 
innovation  grown  of  ill  example,  and  dangerous  con* 
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sequence  to  the  public.  It  is  well  known,  that  by 
the  true  original  institution  of  making  punch,  left  us 
hy  Captain  Ratcliffe,  the  sharpness  is  only  occastori-' 
ed  by  the  juice  of  lemons;  and  so  continued  until 
after  the  happy  revolution.  Oranges,  alas  !  at^  a 
mere  innovation,  and  in  a  manner  but  of  yesterday. 
It  was  the  politics  of  Jacobites  to  introduce  thenti 
gradually ;  and  to  what  intent  ?  The  thing  speaks 
itself.  It  was  cunningly  to  sliow  their  virulence 
against  his  sacred  majesty  King  Willam,  of  ever- 
glorious  and  immortal  memory.  But  of  late  (to 
show  how  fast  disloyalty  increases)  they  came  from 
one  or  two,  and  then  to  three  oranges ;  nay  at  pre- 
sent we  often  find  punch  made  all  with  oranges,  and 
not  one  single  lemon.  For  the  Jacobites,  before  the 
death  of  tnat  immortal  prince,  had  by  a  superstition 
formed  a  private  prayer,  that  as  they  squeezed  the 
orange,  so  might  that  protestant  king  be  sqiieeized 
to  death  ;  according  to  the. known  sorcery  described 
by  Virgil*: 

Limtts  ut  hie  darescit,  et  hec  ut  cera  liquescit,  &o^ 

£cK  viii.  80. 

And  thus  the  Romans,  when  they  sacrificed  an  ox, 
used  this  kind  of  prayer ;  "  As  I  knock  down  this 
ox,  so  mayst  thou,  O  Jupiter,  knock  down  our  ene- 
mies." In  like  manner,  after  King  Williams's  death, 
whenever  a  Jacobite  squeezed  an  orange,  he  had  a 
mental  curse  upon  the  glorious  memory,  and  a  hearty 
wish  for  power  to  squeeze  all  his  majesty's  friends 
to  death  as  he  squeezed  that  orange,  which  bore  one 
of  his  titles,  as  he  was  prince  of  Orange.     This,  I  do 


*  ^^  The  squeezing  of  the  orange"  was  literally  a  toast  among 
the  disaffected  ia  the  reign  of  WiUiam  IIL 
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i^rm  for  tratht  many  of  that  faction  having  confm* 
9ed  it  to  me  under  an  oath  of  sec^recy ;  which,  how 
ever>  I  thought  it  my  duty  not  to  keep  when  I  ssiw 
my  dear  country  in  danger.  But  what  better  can 
be  expjBcted  from  an  infamous  8^t  of  me£i«  who  nev^r 
9cruple  to  drink  confusion  to  all  true  prot^stauts»  un- 
der the  name  of  whigs  ?-^a  most  unchristian  and  iiv- 
human  practice ;  which*  to  Q^r  great  honour  and 
Qopifort,  was  never  charged  upoa  U3»  even  by  our 
most  malicious  detractors^ 

Th^  sign  of  two  angeU  hovering  in  the  air,  aiid 
with  their  right  hands  supporting  a  crQwn>  is  met 
With  in  several  parts  of  this  city,  and  has  often 
giyen  me  great  offence ;  for,  whether  by  the  v». 
«kiifulness  or  dangerous  principles  of  the  painters 
(although  I  have  good  reasons  to  suspect  th^  latter)* 
those  angels  are  usually  drawn  with  such  horrid*  or 
indeed  rather  diabolical  countenances*  that  they  give 
gr^ait  offence  to  erery  loyal  eye,  and  equal  cause  of 
triumph  to  the  jacobite,  being  a  most  infamous  Fe* 
flection  upon  our  able  and  excellent  ministry. 

I  now  return  to  that  great  enormity  of  our  city 
cries;  most  of  which  vi^e  have  borrowed  from  Lon- 
don.  I  shall  consider  them  only  in  a  political  yieW, 
as  they  nearly  affect  the  peace  and  safety  of  both 
kingdoms ;  and  having  been  originally  contrived  by 
wicked  Machiavels  to  bring  in  popery,  slavery,  and 
arbitrary  power,  by  defeating  the  protestant  succes- 
sion and  introducing  the  pretender,  ought  injustice 
to  be  here  laid  open  to  the  world* 

About  two  or  three  months  after  the  happy  revo- 
lution, all  persons  who  possessed  any  employment 
or  office  in  church  or  state,  were  obliged,  by  an  act 
of  parliament,  to  take  the  oaths  to  Kiug  William  and 
Queen  Mary  :  and  %  great  number  of  dissected 
persons  refusing  to  take  the  said  oaths,  from  a  pr^- 
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• 

tended  ncinple  tiS  coMcienee^  but  fealiy  from  «.  5pi« 
rk'of  popety  kndTebeUion,  they  contrived  apUt  t0 
make  the  swearing  to  those  princes  odious  in  the 
ey^ft  of  the  people.  To  this  end,  they  hired  certain 
v^omefi  of  iW^fttme,  but  loud  shrill  voices^  under  pre*-  - 
teuce  of  seHing  fish,  to  go  through  the  streets  with 
sieves  on  their  heads,  and  cry.  Buy  my  soul,  buy  my 
sotii ;  plainly  insinuating,  that  ail  those  who  swore 
to  King  WMliam  were  just  ready  to  sell  their  soub 
for  an  etnployvDent.  This  cry  was  revived  at  the 
death  of  Qu^em  Anne,  and,  I  hear,  still  continues  ih 
London,  with  much  c^nce  to  all  true  prot(«tants  ( 
but  to  out*  great  happiness  seems  to  be  almost  drop>- 
ped  in  Dublin. 

But  because  I  altogether  contemn  the  displeasure 
and  resentmi^nt  of  highflyers,  tones,  and  jacobites» 
whom  I  look  upon  to  be  worse  even  than  professed 
papists,  I  do  here  declare,  that  those  evils  which  I 
am  going  to  mention,  were  all  brought  in  upon  us 
in  the  worst  of  times,  under  the  late  earl  of  Oxford's 
administration,  during  the  four  last  years  of  Queen 
.Anne's  reign.  That  wicked  minister  was  universally 
known  to  be  a  papist  in  his  heart.  He  was  of  a  most 
avaricious  natiit^,  and  is  said  to  have  died  worth  four 
itaillions  sterling*,  beside  his  vast  expense  in  build- 
ing, statues,  plate,  jewels,  and  other  costly  rarities. 
He  was  of  a  mean  obscure  birtli,  from  the  very  dregs 
of  the  people  ;  and  so  illiterate  that  he  could  hardly 
read  a  paper  at  the  counciUtable.  I  forbear  to  touch 
on  his  open,  profane,  profligate  life  ^  because  I  de« 

*  The  au thorns  meaning  is  just  contrary  to  the  literal  sense  in 
tht  character  of  Lord  Oxford  ;  while  he  is  in  truth  sneering  at 
ti^  splendour  of  Houghton,  and  the  suppose^  wealth  of  Sir  Re* 
bertWalpoiBi 
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sire  not  to  rake  into  the  ashes  of  the  dead:  and  there- 
fere  T  shall  observe  this 'wise  maxim  ;  die  tmortms  ml 
nid  bmum. 

This  flasritious  man,  in  order  to  compass  his  black 
designs^empioyed  certain  wicked  instruments  (which 
great  statesmen  are  nerer  without)  to  adapt  several 
London  cries  in  such  a  manner  as  would  best  answer 
his  ends.     And  whereas  it  was  upon  good  grounds 
grievously  suspected,  that  all  places  atxourt  were 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder ;  certain  womeft  were  em- 
ployed by  his  emissaries  to  carry  fish  in  baskets  on 
their  heads,  and  bawl  through  the- streets.  Buy  my 
fresh )  places.     I  must  indeed  own  that  other  women 
used  the  same  cry,  who  were  innocent  of  this  wicked 
design,  and  really  sold'  fish  of  that  denomination  to 
get  an  honest  livelihood;  but  the  rest,  who  were  in 
the  secret,  although  they  carried  fish  in  their  sieves^ 
or  baskets  to  save  appearances,  yet  they  had  like- 
wise a  certain  sign,  somewhat  resembling  that  of  the 
free-masons,  which  the  purchasers  of  places  knew 
well   enough,    and    were  directed  by  the  women 
whither  they  were  to  resort  and  make  their  pur- 
chase.*   And  I  remember  very  well  how  oddly  it 
looked,  when  we  observed  many  gentlemen  finely 
dressed,  about  the  court  end  of  the  town,  and  as  far 
as  York  Buildings,  where  the  lord  treasurer  Oxford 
dwelt,  calling  the  women  who  cried  buy  my  fresh 
places,  atid  talking  to  them  in  the  corner  of  a  street 
until  they  understood  each  other's  sign.     But  we 
never  could  observe  that  any  fish  was  bought. 

Some  years  before  the  cries  last  mentioned,  the 
duke  of  Savoy  was  reported  to  have  made  certain 
overtures  to  the  court  of  England,  for  admitting  his 
eldest  sou  by  the  duchess  of  Orleans's  daughter  to 
succeed  to  the  crown,  as  next  heir,  upon  the  preten- 
der's being  rejected  ^  and  that  son  was  immediately 


ta  turn  pirotestant.      It  was  confidendy  •  reported, 
that  great  numbers  of  people  disafTected  to  the  then' 
illustrious,    but    now    royal    house   of   Hatiover,  • 
were  in  those  measures.^^^Wkereupon'  another  set  ^ 
of  women«  were  hired  by  the  jaoobite  leaders  to  cry 
through  the  whole  town.  Buy  my  Sa^voys,  dainty 
Savoys,  curious  Savoysi  .  But '  I  '  cannot   directly 
charge  the  late  earl  of  Oxford  with  this  conspiracy,: 
because  he  was  not  thenf  chief  minister.  '  However,, 
this  wicked  cry  still  continues  in  London,  and  was- 
brought  over  hither,  where  it  remains  to  this  day  ; 
suid  is  in  my  humble  opinion  a  very  offensive  sound 
to  every  true  protestant^  who  is  old  enough  to  re-  • 
member  those  dangerous  times.  i 

During  the  ministry  of  that  corrupt  and  jacobite< 
earl  above  mentioned,  the  secret  pernicious  design: 
of  those  in  power,  was,  to. sell  Flanders  to  France  j. 
the  consequence  of  which  must  have  been  the  in* 
fallible. ruin  of  the  States-General,  and  would  have* 
opened  the  way  for  France  to  obtain  that  universal 
monarchy  they  have  so  long  aimed  at ;  to  which  the 
British  dominions  must,  next  after  Holland,  have 
been  compelled  to  submit,  whereby  the  protestant 
religion  would  be  rooted  out  of  the  world. .  ; 

A  design  of  this  vast  importance,  after  a  long  con-« 
sultation  among  the  jacobite  grandees,  with  the  earl 
of  Oxford  at  their  head,  was  at  last  determined  to 
be  carried  on  by  the  same  miethod  with  the  former ; 
it  was  therefore  again  put  in  practice ;  but  the  con- 
duct of  it  was  chiefly  left  to  chosen  men,  whose 
voices  were  louder,  and  stronger  than  those  of  the 
other  sex ;  and  upon  this  occasion  was  first  insti- 
tuted in  London  that  famous  cry  of  flounders. 
But  the  criers  were  particularly  directed  .to  prot 
.  nounce  the. word  Flaunders,  and  not  flounders.  FoP 
the  country  which  we  now  by  corruption  call  Flanv 
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ders^  19  in  ite  true  orthography  s{ielt  Blauiiders, 
as  may  b^  obvioas  to  all  who  read  old  English  books. 
I  say,  frdm  hence  began  that  thundering  cry,  which 
has  ever  since  stunned  the  ears  of  all  London,  made 
so  many  children  fall  into  fits,  and  women  miscar- 
ry :  Come  buy  my  fresh  flaunders,  curious  flaun^ 
ders,  charming  flaAidd^rs,  alive,  alive,  ho !  which 
last  words  can,  with  no  propriety  of  speech,  be  ap- 
plied to  fish  manifestly  dead  (as  I  observed  before 
in  herrings  and  salmon),  but  very  justly  to  ten  pro- 
vinces <:ontaining  many  millions  of  living  Christians. 
But  the  application  is  still  closer,  when  we  consider 
that  all  the  people  were  to  be  taken  like  fishes  in  a 
net ;  and  by  assistance  of  the  pope,  who  sets  np  to 
be  the  universal  fisher  of  men,  the  whole  innocent 
nation  was,  according  to  our  common  expression^ 
to  be  laid  as  fiat  as  a  flounder. 

I  remember  myself,  a  particular  crier  of  flounders 
in  London,  who  arrived  at  so  much  ikme  for  the 
loudness  of  his  voice,  as  to  have  the  honour  of  be- 
ing mentioned  upon  that  account  in  a  comedy. 

He  has  disturbed  me  many  a  morning  before  he 
came  within  fifty  doors  of  my  lodging ;  and  although 
J  were  not  in  those  days  so  fully  apprised  of  the  de^ 
signs  which  our  common  enemy  bad  then  in  agita- 
tion, yet,  I  know  not  how,  by  a  secret  impulse^ 
young  as  I  was,  I  could  not  forbear  a  strong  dislike 
against  the  fellow ;  and  often  said  to  myself,  this  cry 
seems  to  be  forged  in  the  Jesuit's  school :  alas,  poor 
England !  I  am  grievously  mistaken  if  there  be  nol 
some  popish  plot  at  the  bottom.  I  communicated 
my  thoughts  to  an  intimate  friend,  who  reproached 
me  with  being  too  visionary  in  my  speculations ; 
but  it  proved  i^terward  that  I  had  conjectured  right, 
and  I  have  since  reflected,  that  if  the  wicked  fac« 
tioti  could  have  procured  only  a  thousand  men  of 

IS 


CEETAIN  ABUSES^  &C.  545 

as  strong  lungs  as  the  fellow  T  mentioned,  none  can 
tell  how  terrible  the  consequences  might  have  been, 
not  only  to  these  two  kingdoms,  but  over  all  Europe, 
by  selling  Flanders  to  France.  And  yet  these  cries 
continue  unpunished  both  in  London  and  Dublin ; 
although,  I  confess,  not  with  equal  vehemency  or 
loudness ;  because  the  reason  for  contriving  this 
desperate  plot  is,  to  our  great  felicity,  wholly  ceas* 
ed. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  majority  of  the  British 
house  of  commons,  in  the  last  years  of  Clueen  Anne's 
reign,  were  in  their  hearts  directly  opposite  to  the 
Earl  of  Oxford's  pernicious  measures;  which  put 
him  under  the  necessity  of  bribing  them  with  sala- 
ries. Whereupon  he  had  again  ;recourse  to,  his 
old  politics.  And  accordingly  his  emisaries  were 
very  busy  in  employing  certain  artful  women,  of  no 
good  life  and  conversation  (as  it  was  proved  before 
Justice  Peyton*)  to  cry  that  vegetable  commonly 
called  celery  through  the  town.  These  women  dif- 
fered from  the  common  criers  of  that  herb  by  some 
private  mark,  which  I  could  never  learn ;  but  the 
matter  was  notorious  enough,  and  sufficiently  talked 
of;  and  about  the  same  period  was  the  cry  of  celery 
brought  over  into  this  kingdom.  But  since  there  is 
not  at  this  present  the  least  occasion  to  suspect  the 
loyalty  of  our  criers  upon  that  article,  I  am  content 
that  it  may  still  be  tolerated. 

I  shall  mention  J)ut  one  cry  more,  which  has  any 
reference  to  politics;  but  is  indeed,  of  all  others, 
the  most  insolent,  as  well  as  treasonable,  under  our 
present  happy  establishment,  I  mean  that  of  turnups; 
not  of  turnips,  according  to  the  best  orthography,  but 


*  A  famous  whig  justice  in  those  times* — F 
VOL.  VII.  M  m 
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absolutely  turnups.  Although  the  cry  be  of  an  older 
date  than  some  of  the  preceding  enormities — ^for  it 
began  soon  after  the  revolution — ^yet  was  it  never 
known  to  arrive  at  so  great  a  height,  as  during  the 
Earl  of  Oxford's  power.  Some  people  (whom  I  take 
to  be  private  enemies)  are  indeed  as  ready  as  myself 
to  profess  theirdisapprobation  of  this  cry,  on  pretence 
that  it  began  by  the  contrivance  of  certain  old  ]»ro- 
curesses,  who  kept  houses  of  ill-fame,  where  lewd 
women  met  to  draw  young  men  into  vice.  And 
this  they  pretend  to  prove  by  some  words  in  the 
cry ;  because,  after  the  crier  had  bawled  out, 
"  Turnups,  ho !  buy  my  dainty  turnups;**  he  would 
sometimes  add  the  two  following  verses: 

*^  Turn  up  tbe  mistress,  and  torn  up  the  maid. 
And  turn  up  the  daughter,  and  be  not  afraid/' 

This,  says  some  political  sophists,  plainly  shows, 
that  there  can  be  nothing  farther  meant  in  so  infa^ 
mous  a  cry,  than  an  invitation  to  lewdness;  which 
indeed  ought  to  be  severely  punished  in  all  well  regu* 
lated  governments,  yet  cannot  be  fairly  interpreted 
as  a  crime  of  state.  But,  1  hope,  we  are  not  so  weak 
and  blind  to  be  deluded  at  thfs  time  of  day  with  such 
poor  evasions,  x  I  could,  if  it  were  proper,  demon- 
strate the  very  time  when  those  two  verses  were 
composed,  and  name  the  author,  who  was  no  other 
than  the  famous  Mr  Swan,  so  well  known  for  his  ta- 
lent  at  quibbling,  and  was  as  virulent  a  Jacobite  as 
any  in  England.  Neither  could  he  deny  the  fact, 
when  he  was  taxed  for  it  in  my  presence  by  Sir 
Henry  Dutton  Colt,  and  Colonel  Davenport,  at  the 
Smyrna  coffee-house,  on  the  10th  of  June  1701. 
Thus  it  appears  to  a  demonstration,  that  those  verses 
were  only  a  blind  to  conceal  the  most  dangerous  de- 
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signs  of  the  party;  who,  from  the  first  years  after 
the  happy  revolution,  used  a  cant  way  of  talking  in 
their  clubs,  after  this  manner :  we  hope  to  see  the 
cards  shuffled  once  more,  and  another  king  turn  up 
trump:  and  when  shall  we  meet  over  a  dish  of 
TURNUPS  ?  The  same  term  of  art  was  used  in  their 
plots  against  the  government,  and  in  their  treason- 
able letters  written  in  ciphers,  and  deciphered  by 
the  famous  Dr  Willes,  as  you  may  read  in  the  trials 
of  those  times.  This  I  thought  fit  to  set  forth  at 
large,  and  in  so  clear  a  light,  because  the  Scotch  and 
French  authors  have  given  a  very  different  account 
of  the  word  turnup;  but  whether  out  of  ignorance 
or  partiality  I  shall  not  decree,  because  I  am  sure  the 
reader  is  convinced  by  my  discovery.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  that  this  cry  was  sung  in  a  particular 
manner  by  fellows  in  disguise,  to  give  notice  where 
those  traitors  were  to  meet,  in  order  to  concert  their 
villainous  designs. 

I  have  no  more  to  add  upon  this  article,  than  an 
humble  proposal,  that  those  who  cry  this  root  at 
present  in  our  streets  of  Dublin  may  be  compelled  by 
the  justices  of  the  peace  to  pronounce  turnip,  and 
not  turnup;  for  I  am  afraid  we  have  still  too  many 
snakes  in  our  bosom,  and  it  would  be  well  if  their 
cellars  were  sometimes  searched,  when  the  owners 
least  expected  it;  for  I  am  not  out  of  fear,  that  latet 
anguis  in  herbd* 

Thus  we  are  zealous  in  matters  of  small  moment, 
while  we  neglect  those  of  the  highest  importance. 
I  have  already  made  it  manifest,  that  all  these  cries 
were  contrived  in  the  worst  of  times,  under  the  mi- 
nistry of  that  desperate  statesman,  Robert,  late  Earl 
of  Oxford ;  and  for  that  very  reason  ought  to  be  re- 
jected with  horrot,  as  begun  in  the  reign  of  Jacobites, 
and  may  well  be  numbered  among  the  rags  of  por 
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pery  and  treason ;  or,  if  it  be  thought  proper  that 
these  cries  must  continue,  surely  they  ought  to  be 
only  trusted  in  the  hands  of  true  protestants,  who 
have  given  security  to  the  government. 

Having  already  spoken  of  many  abuses  relating  to 
sign-posts,  I  cannot  here  omit  one  more,  because 
it  plainly  relates  to  politics ;  and  is,  perhaps,  of  more 
dangerous  consequence  than  any  of  the  city  cries, 
because  it  directly  tends  to  destroy  the  succession. 
It  is  the  sign  of  his  present  majesty  King  George 
the  Second,  to  be  met  with  in  many  streets ;  and  yet 
I  happen  to  be  not  only  the  first,  but  the  only,  dis- 
coverer of  this  audacious  instance  of  jacobitism.  And 
I  am  confident,  that,  if  the  justices  of  the  peace 
would  please  to  make  a  strict  inspection,  they  might 
find  in  all  such  housei^,  before  which  those  signs 
are  hung  up  in  the  manner  I  have  observed,  that 
the  landlords  were  malignant  papists,  or,  which 
is  worse,  notorious  Jacobites.  Whoever  views 
those  signs  may  read  over  his  majesty's  head  the 
following  letters  and  ciphers,  G.  R.  11.  which  plain- 
ly signifies  George,  King  the  Second,  and  not  King 
George  the  Second,  or  George  the  second  king ; 
but  laying  the  point  after  the  letter  G,  by  which  the 
owner  of  the  house  manifestly  shows,  that  he  re- 
nounces his  allegiance  to  king  George  the  Second, 
and  allows  him  to  be  only  the  second  king,  in-uendo, 
that  the  pretender  is  the  first  king ;  and  looking  up- 
.on  king  George  to  be  only  a  kind  of  second  king,  or 
.viceroy,  till  the  pretender  shall  come  over  and  seize 
the  kingdom.  I  appeal  to  all  mankind,  whether 
-this  be  a  strained  or  forced  interpretation  of  the  in- 
scrlptiony  as  it  now  stands  in  almost  every  street; 
whether  any  decipherer,  would  make  the  least  doubt 
or  hesitation  to  explain  it  as  I  have  done  ;  whether 
any  other  protestant  country  would  endure  so  public 
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an  instance  of  treason  in  the  capital  city  from  such 
vulgar  conspirators ;  and,  lastly,  whether  papists  and 
Jacobites  of  great  fortunes  and  quality  may  not  pro- 
bably stand  behind  the  curtain  in  this  dangerous^ 
open,  and  avowed  design  against  the  government. 
But  I  have  performed  my  duty  ;  and  leave  the  re- 
forming of  these  abuses  to  the  wisdom,  the  vigilance^ 
the  loyalty,  and  activity  of  my  superiors. 


/ 

♦ 
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TO  THB  HONOCRABLB 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  &c. 


THE  HUMBLB  PETITION  OF  THE  FOOTMEN  IN  AN© 
ABOUT  THE  CITY  OP  DUBLIN, 

(written  in  the  tear  1732 ;) 

HUMBLY  SHOWETH, 

That  your  petitioners  are  a  great  and  numerous 
society,  endowed  with  several  priyileges  time  out  of 
mind. 

That  certain  lewd,  idle,  and  disorderly  persons,  for 
several  months  past,  as  it  is  notoriously  known,  have 
been  daily  seen  in  the  public  walks  of  this  city,  ha- 
bited sometimes  in  green  coats,  and  sometimes  lacedi 
with  long  oaken  cudgels  in  their  hands,  and  without 
swords ;  in  hopes  to  procure  favour  by  that  advan- 
tage with  a  great  number  of  ladies  who  frequent 
those  walks ;  pretending  and  giving  themselves  out 
to  be  the  true  genuine  Irish  footmen ;  whereas  they 
can  be  proved  to  be  no  better  than  common  toupees, 
as  a  judicious  eye  may  soon  discover,  by  their  awk- 
ward, clumsy,  ungenteel  gait  and  behaviour;  by 
their  unskflfalness  in  dress  even  with  the  advantage 
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of  our  habits;  by  their  iU-favoured  countenances, 
with  an  air  of  impudence  and  dulness  peculiar  to  the 
rest  of  their  brethren,  who  have  not  yet  arrived  at 
that  transcendent  pitch  of  assurance ;  and  although 
it  may  be  justly  apprehended,  that  they  will  do  so 
in  time,  if  these  counterfeits  shall  happen  to  succeed 
in  their  evil  designs  of  passing  for  real  footmen, 
thereby  to  render  themselves  more  amiable  to  the 
ladies. 

.  Your  petitioners  do  farther  allege,  that  many  of 
the  said  counterfeits,  upon  a  strict  examination,  have 
been  found  in  the  act  of  strutting,  staring,  swearing, 
swaggering  in  a  manner  that  plainly  showed  their 
best  endeavours  to  imitate  us.  Wherein,  although 
they  did  not.  succeed,  yet  by  their  ignorant  and  un^ 
gainly  way  of  copying  our  graces^  the  utmost  in? 
dignity  was  endeavoured  to  be  caslfupon  our  whole 
profession.  '^':  i^ 

Ypur  petitioners  do  therefore  make  it  their  hum- 
ble request,  that  this  honourable  house  (to  many  of 
whom  your  petitioners  are  nearly  allied),  will  please 
to  take  this  grievance  into  your  most  serious  consi- 
deration :  humbly  submitting,  whether  it  would  not 
be  proper,  that  certain  officers  might,  at  the  public 
charge,  be  employed  to  search  for,  and  discover  all 
such  counterfeit  footmen ;  to  carry  them  before  the 
next  justice  of  peace,  by  whose  warrant,  upon  the 
first  conviction,  they  shall  be  stripped  of  their  coats 
and  oaken  ornaments,  and  be  set  two  hours  in  the 
stocks ;  upon  the  second  conviction^  beside  stripping, 
be  set  six  hours  in  the  stocks  with  a  paper  pinned 
on  their  breasts  signifying  their  crime,  in  large  ca- 
pital letters,  and  in  the  following  words:  **A.  B. 
commonly  called  A.  B.  Esq.,  a  toupee,  and  a  noto- 
rious impostor,  who  presumed  to  personate  a  true 
Irish  footman/' 
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And  for  any  other  offence,  the  said  toupee  shall 
be  committed  to  Bridewell,  whipped  three  times, 
forced  to  hard  labour  for  a  month,  and  not  to  be  set 
at  liberty  till  he  shall  have  given  sufficient  security 
for  his  good  behaviour. 

Your  honours  will  please  to  observe,  with  what 
lenity  we  propose  to  treat  these  enormous  offendersi 
who  have  already  brought  such  a  scandal  on  our 
honourable  calling,  that  several  well-meaning  people 
have  mistaken  them  to  be  of  our  fraternity,  in  dimi- 
nution to  that  credit  and  dignity  whereby  we  have 
supported  our  station,  as  we  always  did,  in  the  worst 
of  times.  And  we  farther  beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
this  was  manifestly  done  with  a  seditious  design  to 
render  us  less  capable  of  serving  the  public  in  any 
great  employments,  as  several  of  our  fraternity,  as 
well  as  our  ancestors,  have  done. 

We  do  therefore  humbly  implore  your  honours  to 
give  necessary  orders  for  our  relief  in  this  present  exi- 
gency, and  your  petitioners  (as  in  duty  boundy  shall 
ever  pray,  &c. 
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ADVICE 

TO  THE 

FREEMEN  OF  THE  CITY  OF  DUBLIN, 

IN  THE  CHOICE  OF  A  MEMBER  TO  REPRESENT  THEM  IN 

PARLIAMENT. 


Those  few  writers,  who,  since  the  death  of  Alder* 
man  Burton,  have  employed  their  pens  in  giving  ad- 
vice to  our  citizens,  how  they  should  proceed  in 
electing  a  new  representative  for  the  next  sessions^ 
having  laid  aside  their  pens,  I  have  reason  to  hope, 
that  all  true  lovers  of  their  country  in  general^  and 
particularly  those  who  have  any  regard  for  the  pri- 
vileges and  liberties  of  this  great  and  ancient  city, 
will  think  a  second,  and  a  third  time,  before  they 
come  to  a  final  determination  upon  what  person  they 
resolve  to  fix  their  choice. 

I  am  told,  there  are  only  two  persons  who  set  up 
for  candidates  ;  one  is  the  present  lord  mayor*,  and 
the  other  f,  a  gentleman  of  good  esteem,  an  alder- 
man of  the  city,  a  merchant  of  reputation,  and  pos- 


♦  Humphry  French,  lord  mayor  of  Dublin,  to  whom  Dam. 
Swift  inscribes  a  translation  of  Horace^  Book,  IV.  Ode  19* 
•f-  John  MacaralK 
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sessed  of  a  considerable  office  under  the  crown.  The 
question  is,  which  of  these  two  persons  it  will  be 
most  for  the  advantage  of  the  city  to  elect  ?  I  have 
but  little  acquaintance  with  either,  so  that  my  in- 
quiries will  be  very  impartial,  and  drawn  only  from 
the  genera]  character  and  situation  of  both. 

In  order  to  this,  I  must  offer  my  countryinen  and 
fellow-citizens  some  reasons  why  I  think  they  ought 
to  be  more  than  ordinarily  careful  at  this  juncturei 
upon  whom  they  bestow  their  votes. 

To  perform  this  with  more  clearness,  it  may  be 
proper  to  give  you  a  short  state  of  our  unfortunate 
country. 

We  consist  of  two  parties :  I  do  not  mean  popish 
and  protestant,  high  and  low  church,  episcopal  and 
8ectari9.ns,  whig  and  tory  ;  but  of  those  of  English 
extraction  who  happen  to  be  born  in  this  kingdom 
{whose  ancestors  reduced  the  whole  nation  under 
the  obedience  of  the  English  crown),  and  the  gentle- 
men  sent  from  the  other  side  to  possess  most  of  the 
chief  employments  here.  This  latter  party  is  very 
much  enlarged  and  strengthened  by  the  whole 
power  in  the  church,  the  law,  the  army,  the  revenue, 
and  the  civil  adminstration  deposited  in  their  hands: 
although  for  political  ends,  and  to  save  appearances, 
some  employments  are  still  distributed  (yet  gradually 
in  a  smaller  number)  to  persons  born  here :  this  pro- 
ceeding, fortified  with  good  words  and  many  pro- 
mises, is  sufficient  to  flatter  and  feed  the  hopes  of 
hundreds,  who  will  never  be  one  farthing  the  bet- 
ter, as  they  might  easily  be  convinced,  if  they  were 
qualified  to  think  at  all. 

Civil  employments  of  all  kinds  have  been  for  se- 
veral years  past,  with  great  prudence,  made  preca- 
rious, and  during  pleasure ;  by  which  means  the 
possessors  are,  and  must  inevitably  be,  for  ever  de- 
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pendant :  yet  those  very  few  of  any  consequencet 
which  being  dealt  with  so  sparing  a  hand  to  persons 
born  among  us,  are  enough  to  keep  hope  alive  in 
great  numbjers,  who  desire  to  mend  their  condition 
by  the  favour  of  those  in  power. 

Now,  my  dear  fellow-citizens,  how  is  it  possible 
you  can  conceive,  that  any  person,  who  holds  aa 
office  of  some  hundred  pounds  ay f'ar,  which  may 
be  taken  from  him  whenever  power  shall  think  fit, 
will,  if  he  should  be  chosen  a  member  for  any  city, 
do  the  least  thing,  when,  he  sits  in  the  house,  that  he 
knows  or  fears  may  be  displeasing  to  those  who  gave 
him  or  continue  him  in  that  office  ?  Believe  me, 
, these  are  not  times  to  expect  such  an  exalted  de- 
gree of  virtue  from  mortal  men.  Blazing  stars  are 
much  morei  frequently,  seen  than  such  heroical 
worthies.  And  I  qpuld  ^opner  hope,  to  find  tea 
thousand  pounds  by  digging  in  my  garilen,  thaa 
such  a  phoenix,  by  searching  among  thp  present 
race  of  mankind.  ^^ 

I  cannot  forbear  thinking  it  a  very  erroneous,  as 
well  as  modern  maxim  ot  politics,  in  the  English 
nation,  to  take  every  opportunity  of  djepressing  Ire- 
land; whereof  a  hundred  instances  may  be  pro- 
duced in  points  of  the  highest  importance,  and 
within  the  memory  of  every  niiddle-aged  man :  al- 
though many  of  the  greatest  persons  among  that 
party  which  now  prevails,  have  formerly,  upon  that 
article,  much  differed  in  their  opinion  from  their 
present  successors. 

But  so  the  fact  stands  at  present.  It  is  plain,  that 
the  court  and  country  party  here  (I  mean  in  the 
house  of  commons)  very  seldom  agree  in  any  thing 
but  their  loyalty  to  his  present  majesty,  their  reso- 
lutions to  make  him  and  his  viceroy  easy  in  the 
government,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  under 
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the  present  condition  of  the  kingdom.  But  the 
persons  sent  from  England,  who  (to  a  trifle)  are  pos- 
sessed of  the  sole  executive  power  in  all  its  branches, 
with  tlieir  few  adherents  in  possession  who  were 
born  here,  and  hundreds  of  expectants,  hopers,  and 
promises,  put  on  quite  contrary  notions  with  regard 
to  Ireland.  They  count  upon  an  universal  submis- 
sion to  whatever  shall  be  demanded ;  wherein  they 
act  safely,  because  none  of  themselves,  except  the 
candidates,  feel  the  least  of  our  pressures. 

I  remember  a  person  of  distinction  some  days 
ago  affirmed  in  a  good  deal  of  mixed  company,  and 
of  both  parties,  that  the  gentry  frorfi  England,  who 
now  enjoy  our  highest  employments  of  all  kinds, 
can  never  be  possibly  losers  of  one  farthing  by  the 
greatest  calamities  that  can  befal  this  kingdom,  ex- 
cept a  plague  that  would  sweep  away  a  million  of 
our  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  watier,  o^  an  in- 
vasion that  would  fright  our  grandees  out  of  the 
kingdom.  «For  this  person  argued,  that  while  there 
was  a  penny  left  in  the  treasury,  the  civil  and  the 
military  list  must  be  paid ;  and  that  the  episcopal 
revenues,  which  are  usually  farmed  out  at  six  times 
below  the  real  value,  could  hardly  fail.  He  Insisted 
farther,  that  as  money  diminished,  the  price  of  all 
necessaries  of  life  must  of  consequence  do  so  too, 
which  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  all  persons  in 
employment,  as  well  as  of  my  lords  the  bishops,  and 
to  the  ruin  of  every  body  else.  Among  the  com- 
pany there  wanted  not  men  in  office,  beside  one  or 
two  expectants;  yet  I  did  not  observe  any  of  them 
disposed  to  return  an  answer :  but  the  consequen- 
ces drawn  were  these :  that  the  great  men  in  power 
gent  hither  from  the  other  side,  were  by  no  means 
upon  the  same  foot  with  his  majesty's  other  sub- 
jects of  Ireland     They  had  no  common  ligament 
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to  bind  them  with  us ;  they  suffered  not  with  our 
sufferings,  and  if  it  were  possible  for  us  to  have  any 
cause  of  rejoicing,  they  could  not  rejoice  with  us. 

Suppose  a  person,  born  in  this  kingdom,  shall 
happen  by  his  services  for  the  English  interest  to 
have  an  employment  conferred  upon  him  worth  four 
hundred  pounds  a  year ;  and  that  he  has  likewise 
an  estate  in  land  worth  four  hundred  pounds  a  year 
more.;  suppose  him  to  sit  in  parliament;  then,  sup- 
pose a  land-tax  to  be  brought  in  of  five  shillings^ 
pound  for  ten  years ;  I  tell  you  how  this  gentleman 
win  compute.  He  has  four  hundred  pounds  a-year 
in  land  :  the  tax  he  must  pay  yearly  is  one  hund- 
red pounds ;  by  which,  in  ten  years,  he  will  pay 
only  a  thousand  pounds.  But  if  he  gives  his  vote 
against  this  tax,  he  will  lose  four  thousand  pounds 
by  being  turned  out  of  his  employment,  together 
with  the  power  and  influence  he  has,  by  virtue  and 
colour  of  his  employment;  and  thus  the  balance 
will  be  against  him  three  thousand  pounds. 

I  desire,  my  fellow -citizens,  you  will  please  to 
call  to  mind  how  many  persons  you  can  vouch  Tor 
among  your  acquaintance,  who  have  so  much  virtue 
and  self-denial  as  to  lose  four  hundred  pounds  a-^ 
year  for  life,  together  with  the  smiles  and  favour  of 
power,  and  the  hopes  of  higher  advancement,  merely 
out  of  a  generous  love  of  his  country.  % 

The  contentions  of  parties  in  England  are  very 
different  from  those  among  us.  The  battle  there  is 
fought  for  power  and  riches ;  and  so  it  is  indeed 
among  us:  but  whether  a  great  employmetit  be 
given  to  Tom  or  to  Peter,  they  were  both  born  in 
England,  the  profits  are  to  be  spent  there.  All  em- 
ployments (except  a  very  few)  are  bestowed  on  the 
natives;  they  do  not  send  to  Germany,  Holland, 
Sweden,  or  Denmark,  much  less  to  Ireland,  {qt 
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chancellors,  bishops,  judges,  or  cither  officers.  Their 
salaries,  whether  well  or  ill  got,  are  employed  at 
home:  and  whetever  their  morals  or  politics  be,  the 
nation  is  not  the  poorer. 

The  house  of  commonis  in  England  have  frequent- 
ly endeavoured  to  limit  the  number  of  members, 
who  should  be  allowed  to  have  employments  under 
the  crown.  Several  acts  have  been  made  to  that 
purpose,  which  many  wise  men  think  are  not  yet 
eiiiectual  enough,  and  many  of  them  are  rendered 
inttiectual  by  leaving  the  power  of  re-election.  Our 
house  of  commons  consists^  I  think  of  about  three 
hundred  members ;  if  one  hundred  of  these  should 
happen  to  be  made  up  of  persons  already  provided 
for,  joined  with  expecters,  compliers  easy  to  be  per- 
suaded, such  as  will  give  a  vote  for  a  friend  who  is 
in  hopes  to  get  something ;  if  they  be  merry  com- 
panions, without  suspicion,  of  a  natural  bashfulness, 
not  apt  or  able  to  look  forward  ;  if  good  words, 
smiles,  and  caresses  have  any  power  over  them,  the 
larger  part  of  a  second  hundred  may  be  very  easily 
brought  in  at  a  most  reasonable  rate. 

There  is  an  Englishman  •  of  no  long  standing 
among  us,  but  in  an  employment  of  great  trust, 
power,  and  profit.  This  excellent  person  did  lately 
pui)lish,  at  his  own  expence,  a  pamphlet  printed 
in  England  by  authority,  to  justify  the  bill  for  a  ge- 
neral excise  or  inland  duty,  in  order  to  introduce 
that  blessed  scheme  among  us.  What  a  tender  care 
must  such  an  English  patriot  for  Ireland  have  of  our 
interest,  if  he  should  condescend  to  sit  in  our  parlia- 
ment !  I  will  bridle  my  indignation.     However,  nae- 


*  Edward  Thompson,  Esq.  member  of  Parliament  for  York; 
aod  a  commissioner  of  the  rcTenae  of  Ireland.— F. 
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-thinks  I  long  to  see  that  mortal,  who  would  with 
pleasure  blow  us  all  up  at  a  blast :  but  he  duly  re- 
ceives his  thousand  pounds  a  year;  makes  his  pro- 
gress ^like  a  king;  is  received  in  pomp  at  every 
town*  and  village  where  he  travels,  and  shines  in 
the  English  newspapers. 

I  will  now  apply  what  I  have  said  to  you,  my 
brethren  and  fellow-citizens.  Count  upon  it,  as  a 
truth  next  to  your  creed,  that  no  one  person  in  office^ 
of  which  he  is  master  for  lif^  whether  born  here  or 
in  England,  will  ever  hazard  that  office  for  the  good 
of  his  country.  One  of  your  candidates  is  of  this 
kind,  and  I  believe  him  to  be  an  honest  gentleman, 
as  the  word  honest  is  generally  understood.  But  h^ 
loves  his  employment  better  than  he  does  you,  or  his 
country,  or  all  the  countries  upon  earth.  Will  you 
contribute  to  give  him  city  security  to  pay  him  the 
,  value  of  his  employment,  if  it  should  be  taken  from 
him,  during  his  life,  for  voting  on  all  occasions  with 
the  honest  country  party  in  the  house ;  although  I 
much  question,  whether  he  would  do  it  even  upon 
that  condition. 

Wherfore,  since  there  are  but  two  candidates,  I 
entreat  you  will  fix  on  the  present  lord  mayor.  He 
has  shown  more  virtue,  more  activity,  more  skill,  in 
one  year's  government  of  the  city,  than  a  hundred 
years  can  equal.  He  has  endeavoured,  with  great 
success,  to  banish  frauds, 'corruptions,  and  all  other 
abuses  from  among  you. 

A  dozen  such  men  in  power  would  be  able  to  re- 
form a  kingdom.  He  has  no  employment  under  the 
crown ;  nor  is  likely  to  get  or  solicit  for  any  :  his 


*  Mr  Thompson  was  presented  with  the  freedom  of  seienA 
corporations  in  Iiehmd.— >F« 
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education  haying  not  turned  him  that  way.  I  will 
assure  for  no  man's  future  conduct;  but  he  who  has 
hitherto  practised  the  rules  of  virtue  with  so  much 
difficulty  in  so  great  and  busy  a  'station,  deserves 
your  thanks,  and  the  best  return  you  can  make  him; 
and  you,  my  brethren,  have  no  other  to  give  him, 
than  that  of  representing  you  in ,  parliament.  Tell 
me  not  of  your  engagements  and  promises  to  ano- 
ther :  your  promises  are  sins  of  inconsideration,  at 
best ;  and  you  are  bound  to  repent  and  annul  them. 
That  gentleman,  although  with  good  reputation,  is 
already  engaged  on  the  other  side.  He  has  four 
hundred  pounds*  a-year  under  the  crown,  which  he 
is  too  wise  to  part  with,  by  sacrificing  so  good  an 
establishment  to  the  empty  names  of  virtue;  and 
love  of  his  country.  I  can  assure  you,  the  Drapieb 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  present  lord  mayor,  whatever 
you  may  be  told  to  the  contrary.  I  have  lately 
heard  him  declare  so  in  public  company,  and  offer 
some  of  these  very  reasons  in  defence  of  his  opinion; 
although  he  has  a  regard  and  esteem  for  the  other 
gentleman,  but  would  not  hazard  the  good  of  the 
city  and  the  kingdom  for  a  compliment. 

The  lord  mayor's  severity  to  some  unfair  dealers, 
should  not  turn  the  honest  men  among  them  against 
him.  Whatever  he  did,  was  for  the  advantage  of 
those  very  traders,  whose  dishonest  members  he 
punished.  He  has  hitherto  been  above  temptation 
to  act  wrong;  and  therefore,  as  mankind  goes,  he  is 
the  roost  likely  to  act  right  as  a  representative  of 
your  city,  as  he  constantly  did  in  the  government 
of  it. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

HUMBLY  OFFERED  TO    THE    BIGHT    HONOURABLE    THB 

LORD   MAYOR,  THR   COURT    OF    ALDERMEN,    AND 

COMMON-COUNCIL    OF    THE    H0H0URA3LE 

CITY  OP    DUBLIN, 

•I 

^  IN  THE 

CHOICE  OF  A  RECORDER.*    173S. 


The  office  of  recorder  to  this  city  being  vaqant  by 
the  death  of  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  it  is  said, 
that  five  or  six  persons  are  soliciting  to  succeed  him 
in  the  employment.  I  am  a  stranger  to  all  their 
persons,  and  to  most  of  their  characters;  which  lat 


•  On  the  death  of  Mr  Stoyte,  recorder  of  the  city  of  Dablin, 
in  the  year  1733,  several  gentlemen  declared  themselves  candi- 
dates to  SQCceed  him;  upon  which  the  Dean  wrote  the  aboTC 
paper,  and  Eton  Stannard,  Esq.  (a  gentleman  of  i^reat  worth  and 
honour,  and  very  knowing  in  his  profession)  wai|  elected.-— F. 

VOL.  VII.  N  n 
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can  with  more  freedom  deliver  my  thoughts  how  the 
several  persons  and  parties  concerned  ought  to  pro- 
ceed in  electing  a  recorder  for  this  great  and  ancient 
city. 

And  first,  as  it  is  very  natural,  so  I  can  by  no 
means  think  it  an  unreasonable  opinion,  that  the 
sons  or  near  relations  of  aldermen,  and  other  de- 
serving citizens,  should  be  duly  regarded  as  pro- 
per competitors  for  an  employment  in  the  city's  dis- 
posal, provided  they  be  equally  qualified  with 
other  candidates;  and  provided  that  such  employ- 
ments require  no  more  than  common  abilities,  and 
common  honesty.  But  in  the  choice  of  a  recorder, 
the  case  is  entirely  different.  He  ought  to  be  a  per- 
son of  good  abilities  in  his  calling ;  of  an  unspotted 
character ;  an  able  practitioner ;  one  who  has  oc- 
casionally merited  of  this  city  before :  he  ought  to 
be  of  some  maturity  in  years;  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, and  likely  to  continue  so;  regular  in  his  life; 
firm  in  his  loyalty  trf  the  Hanover  succession;  in- 
dulgent to  tender  consciences;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  a  firm  adherer  to  the  established  church.  If 
he  be  such  a  one  who  has  already  satin  parliament, 
it  ought  to  be  inquired  of  what  weight  he  was  there; 
whether  he  voted  on  all  occasions  for  the  good  of 
his  country;  and  particularly  for  advancing  the 
trade  and  freedom  of  this  city  :  whether  he  be  en- 
gaged in  any  faction,  either  national  or  rdigioos: 
and  lastly,  whether  he  be  a  man  of  courage,  not  to 
be  drawn  from  his  duty  by  the  frown  or  menaces  of 
power,  nor  capable  to  be  corrupted  by  allurements 
or  bribes.— These,  and  many  other  particulars,  are 
of  infinitely  more  consequence,  than  that  single  cir- 
cumstance of  being  descended  by  a  direct  or  colla- 
teral line  from  any  alderman,  ot  distinguished  citi- 
zen, dead  or  alive* 
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There  is  not  a  Healer  or  shopkeeper  in  this  city  of 
any  substance,  whose  thriving,  less  or  more,  may 
not  depend  upon  the  good  or  ill  conduct  of  a  re* 
corder.  He  is  to  watch  every  motion  in  parliament 
that  may  the  least  Effect  the  freedom^  trade,  or  wel- 
fare of  it. 

Ir  this  approaching  elation,  the  commons,  as  they 
are  a  numerous  body,  so  they  seem  to  be  most  con- 
cerned in  point  of  iritferest ;  and  their  interest  ought 
to  be  most  regarded,  because  it  altogether  depends 
upon  the  true  interest  of  the  city.  They  have  no 
private  views ;  and  giving  their  votes,  as  I  am  informed, 
by  ballotting,  they  lie  under  no  awe,  or  fear  of  dis- 
obliging competitors.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  they 
will  duly  consider,  which  of  the  candidates  is  most 
likely  to  advance  the  trade  of  themselves  and  their 
brotherrcitizens ;  to  fji^^^i^d  their  liberties,.  .|>oth  in 
out  of  parliament,  against  all  attempts,  of  encroach- 
ment or  o|)pression.  And  so  God  direct  them  in  the 
choice  of  a  recorder,  who  may  for  many  years  supply 
that  important  office  with  skill,  diligetiqe,  courage, 
and  fidelity*   And  let  all  the  people  say ^  Amen* 
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A  NEW  PROPOSAL 

FOR  THX  , 

BETTER  REGULATION  AND  IMPROVEMENT  OF 

QUADRILLE.    1736. 

<<    ,  Ridiculam  acii 

4  Fortius  et  melius/'  &c.  Hoa.  1.  Sat.  x.  14* 


[This  little  satire,  tbough  triTial  in  itself,  was  productire  of  se- 
rious consequences.  It  was  written  by  Dr  Josiah  Hort,  who, 
as  appears  from  his  letter  to  the  Dean,  2Sd  February  1735*6, 
sent  it  to  Swift  that  he  might  *^  prune  the  rough  feathers,  and 
set  the  kite  to  the  falconer  to  set  it  a  flying."  The  satire  was 
accordingly  printed  by  Faulkner,  at  Swift's  earnest  desire,  and 
published  in  a  broadside.  Serjeant  Bettesworth  made  a  for- 
mal complaint  to  the  house  of  commons.  Faulkner,  then  in  s 
Jbad  state  of  health,  was  committed  to  prbon,  and  confined,  ac- 
cording to  Swift,  in  a  dungeon  among  common  thieTCS.  Still, 
howerer,  he  refused  to  give  up  his  author ;  and  Swift,  consi- 
dering himself  as  having  a  warm  personal  interest  in  his  snfe- 
ings,  and  perceiving  that  Bishop  Hort  was  likely  to  give  him  do 
compensation,  wrote  an  animated  expostulation  to  his  lord- 
ship on  the  subject,  dated  12th  May  1720.  Hartley  Hutchin- 
son, a  justice  of  peace,  having  made  himself  busy  in  procuring 
evidence  against  Faulkner,  felt  the  lash  of  Swiff  s  satire,  in  two 
or  three  pieces  of  fugitive  poetry,  which  will  be  found  at  tlis 
^4  of  this  volume.] 


Whbbeas  the  noble  game  of  Quadrille  hath  been 
found,  by  experience,  to  be  of  great  use  and  benefit 
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to  the  commonwealth ;  particularly  as  it  helps  to 
kill  time^  that  lies  heavy  upon  our  hands ;  and  to 
pass  away  life,  which  seems  too  long  while  we  have 
it»  and  too  short  when  we  come  to  part  with  it:  as  it 
suppresses  all  wit  in  conversation,  which  is  apt  to  tura 
into  scandal;  all  politics,  which  are  offensive  to  mi«- 
iiistries  and  goverments ;  and  all  reading,  which. iB 
injurious  to  the  eyes,  especially  by  candle-light: 
;as  it  destroys  pride  effectually,  by  bringing  the  nobl^ 
and  ignoble,  the  learned  and  the  ignorant,  the  prude 
and  the  coquet,  wives,  widows^  and  maids,  to  one 
common  level ;  giving  preference  of  the  best  place 
and  warmest  corner,  Qpt  according  to  the  fantastic^U 
distinctions  of  birth,  quality,  and  station,  but  by  equal 
lot  ^  a^  it  is  a  sovereign  cure  for  animosities,  making 
people  good  friends  for  the  time  being,  who  heartily 
hate  one  another:  as  it  prevents  the  squabbles,. $o 
frequent  aipong,  other  dealers, .  about  thq  weight  of 
gold,  and  gives  the  lightest  the  same  value  and  cur- 
rency with  the  heaviest;  which  is. po  small  advai).- 
tage  to  the  public  at  this  juncture,  when  change  is 
growing  so  scarce ;  and  to  name  no  more,  as  it  en- 
ables the  butler  to  go  as  fine  as  his  mastef,  without 
an  increase  of  wages: 

And  whereas,  for  want  of  true  taste  and  relish  of 

the  said  noble  game,  divers  ladies  arp  tardy,  and 

come  late  to  tbp,  rendezvous,  being  detained  by  X\\e 

paltry  cares  of  family,  or  a  nap  after  dinner,  or  by 

Jipoking-in  a  few  street- visits  at  doors  where  they 

expect  to  be  denied,  and  are  sometimes  cruelly  bit; 

^hilp  Uie  true  professors  ^nd  adapts,  who  consider 

A^^^!  ^^QT^h^^  of  human  life  and. jt he- value  of  iycf- 

.. i^ioiw time, ftre^,mpatii?ntly  waiting  for  $uch  Jipit^^ers, 

and  curse  innocent  clocks  and  watches  that  are 

loMed  te-fe  in  justification  of  iheir-iafdiness^-  ™ 

^^y? 3  .^r<J^r  )j9  ^ujt  off  thQsj^  frivolous  pretences. 
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and  prevent  those  ilKbred  'and  injnribtis  practkes 
fer  the  futnre,  and  to  the  intent  that  ev^l^y  iidy 
may  have  due  notice  ot  the  appointed  hour,'  it 
is  hereby  proposed,  that  a  subscription  be  set  on 
foot  for  erecting  a  square  tower  in  the  middle 
x)f  St  Stephen*s  Green:  and  that  a  bell  be  hung 
in  the  same,  l^ari^e  enough  to  be  heard  dis- 
•tincly  over  the  parishes  of  St  Atme,  St  Atidrew, 
arid  St  Peter;  aM,  in  calto  evenings,  as  far  as  the 
pdHsh  of  St  Mary,  for  the  benefit  of  the  griEuluates 
dwelling  there:  that  the  said  b'ell,  for  greater  so- 
lemnity, shall  be  christened*,  accoi^ding  t6  the  rites 
aild  ceremonies  of  the  Roman  church;  and  thatihe 
godfathei-s  shall  be  K.  C  and  M.  J.  and  the  god- 
mothers L.  M.  and  R.  E,  who  shall  call  \xTheGreal 
Tom  of  Qf4ddriite:  that  the  said  bell  shalF  be  tolled 
T>y  the  butlers  of  St.  Stephen's  Green  and  Daws6n 
Street,  in  their  tiirns,  beginning  exactly  a  quarter 
before  six  in  the  evening,  and  ending  precisely  at 
~$ix.  In  the  mean  time,  all  the  little  church  bells 
shall  cease  their  babblings,  to  the  end  Ton*  Aia^^  be 
inore  distinctly  heard. 

*  And  if,  upon  such  legal  notice,  any  lady  of  the 
party  shall  not  be  ready  on  the  spot  to  draw  for  ber 
place,  before  the  last  stroke  of  Tom,  sh6  shall  lay 
down  five  shillings  on  the  table,  by  way  of  fine,  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  piarish,  being  protestante; 
Or,'  on  failure  thereof,  she  fehall  not  haiidle  a  card 
that  night,  bUfr  Di^mmy  shall  be  substituted  4n  her 
•rdpm.-  ■  '  •'-  ^';  •  ;  •  ••'  ;'  -  '"''  •-  •-^ 
'^  ''And, '  that'  parties  may  tiol  be  diiiapp*fe,<ed,  by 


'  »i?he  belis'arb  christened'by  tte^i?apistsj-f^i;  "^ ' 
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posed,  that  no  such  excuse  shall  be  admitted,  unless 
the  same  be  certified  under  the  hand  of  some  gra- 
duate physician,  Dr  Richard  T-  always  ex- 
cepted: and  for  want  of  such  certificate,  the  default- 
ress  to  be  amerced,  as  foresaid,  at  the  next  meeting. 
And  it  is  farther  proposed,  that  the  said  great  Tom 
shall  1)e  tolled  a  quarter  before  eleven  precisely; 
after  which  no  pool  shall  be  made,  to  the  intent  that 
the  ladies  may  have  a  quarter  of  an  hour  for  adjust* 
ing  their  play-purses,  and  saying  their  prayers : 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  butler  who  is  to  be  the  bell 
hour  for  the  night,  it  may  be  lawful  for  a  footman  to 
snuff  the  candles  over  the  ladies'  shoulders ;  pro- 
vided he  be  a  handsome  well-dressed  young  fellow, 
with  a  clean  shirt  and  ruffles. 

N.  B.  That  Tom  is  not  to  toll  on  Sundays,  with- 
out special  license  from  the  parish  minister;  and 
this  not  till  divine  service  is  over. 

And  whereas  frequent  disputes  and  altercations 
arise  in  play  beween  ladies  of  distinction,  insomuch 
that  a  bystander  may  plainly  perceive  that  they 
pull  coifs  in  their  heartSy  and  part  with  such  animo- 
sity, that  nothing  but  the  sovereign  reconciler  Qua- 
driUt  could  bring  them  to  meet  again  in  one  house; 
it  is  humbly  proposed,  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  that, 
when  a  question  cannot  be  decided  by  the  company, 
the  same  shall  be  immediately  set  down  in  writing 
by  the  lady  who  can  write  the  best  English;  and 
that  the  case,  being  truly  stated,  and  attested  by 
both  parties,  shall,  together  with  the  fee  of  one  fish 
ad  vahrem^  be  laid  before  the  renowned  Mr  Ser- 
jeant Bettesworth,  who  shall  be  appointed  arbitra- 
tor-general in  all  disputes  of  this  kind;  and  shall, 
moreover,  have  sufficient  power  and  authority  to 
give  damages  for  all  opprobrious  languages,  and 
especially  tor  all  hints,  squints,  innuendoes,  leers. 
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.  and  shrugs,  or  other  muscular  motions  of  evi!  sig- 
nification, by  which  the  reputation  of  a  lady  may  be 
affected,  on  account  of  any  slip  or  miscarriage  tb«l 
may  h^ye  happened  within  twenty  y^ars  last  past. 
And  if  any  lady  should  find  herself  aggrieved  by 
the  decision  of  the  said  Mr  Bettesworth,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  her  to  remove  her  cause,  by  appeal, 
before  the  Upright  Man  in  Essex  Street,  who  hav- 
ing never  given  a  corrupt  judgment,  may  be  called, 
next  after  his  holiness  at  Rome,  the  only  infallibk 
judge  upon  earth;  and  the  said  Upright  Man's 
determination  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to  aU 
parties. 

And  forasmuch  as  it  appears,  by  experience, 
that  this  beneficial  branch  of  commerce  cannot 
well  be  carried  on  without  entries  to  be  made  in  writ- 
ing,  which,  by  their  great  number,  might  occasion 
oversights  and  mistakes,  without  some  prudent  re- 
strictions; it  is  humbly  proposed,  that  all  appoint- 
nients,  made  for  any  longer  time  than  three  months 
to  come,  shall  be  declared  utterly  null  and  void : 
and  in  case  a  lady  should  happen,  upon  the  day  pre- 
fixed within  that  term,  to  be  in  labour,  or  to  be  no 
longer  than  one  week  brought  to  bed;  or  if,  for  the 
unseasonable  hours,  her  husband  shquld  withhold 
her  pin-money,  or  chain  her  by  the  leg  to  the  bed- 
post, she  shall  incur  no  penalty  for  her  non-appear- 
ance, there  being  no  doubt  of  her  good  inclination. 

But  no  plea  of  a  husband  newly  buried,  or  of 
weeds  delayed  by  a  mantua-maker^  or  any  other 
matter  of  mere  fashion  or  ceremony,  shall  be  in  any 
wise  admitted. 

And,  to  the  intent  that  no  breach  of  faith  may 
pass  unpunished,  it  is  proposed,  that  the  lady  mak- 
ing default  shall,  at  the  next  party-meeting,  take  the 
chair  nearest  the  door,  or  against  a  cracked  pannel 
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in  the  wainscoat,  and  have  no  screen  at  her  back, 
unless  she  shall  give  her  honour  that  her  menio- 
randum  paper  was  casually  left  in  her  folio  Common 
Prayer-book  at  church,  and  that  she  only  perused 
it  there  during  the  collect :  in  which  case  her  pun- 
ishment shall  be  respited  till  the  next  meeting,  where 
she  shall  produce  the  same,  and  vouch  it  to  be  the 
true  original. 

And  lastly,  because  it  sometimes  happens  that  a 
party  is  broken,  and  a' hand-writing,  by  fnimemer*^ 
and  other  blunders  of  servants  carrying  messages ;  it 
is  proposed,  that  th^-seryant  «o  offending,  if  it  be  a 
valet  de  chamhre^  shall  wait  in  a  common  livery  for 
the  space  of  one  mx)nth ;  and  if  he  be  a  footman,  the 
booby  shall  be  tossed  in  a  blanket  in.  the  middle  pf 
Stephen's  Green, 


*  Wrong  iumies«-«S. 


.-         •  ■,•.., 

'       .  •  •  •  ;   .  ■  4^  . 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

rORTHS 

HONOUR  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  IRELAND.    1738. 


This  is  to  inform  the  public,  that  a  gentleman  of 
long  study,  observation,  and  experience,  bath  em« 
ployed  himself  for  several  years  in  making  collec- 
tions of  facts  relating  to  the  conduct  of  divines,  phy- 
sicians, lawyers,  soldiers,  merchants,  traders,  and 
squires;  containing  an  historical  account  of  the  most 
remarkable  corruptions,  frauds,  oppressions,  knav- 
eries, and  perjuries ;  wherein  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons concerned  shall  be  inserted  at  full  length,  with 
some  account  of  their  families  and  stations. 

But  whereas  the  said  gentleman  cannot  complete 
his  history  without  some  assistance  from  the  public, 
he  humbly  desires,  that  all  persons,  who  have  any 
memoirs,  or  accounts,  relating  to  themselves,  their 
families,  their  friends,  or  acquaintance,  which  are 
well  attested,  and  fit  to  enrich  the  work,  will  please 
to  send  them  to  the  printer  of  this  advertisement : 
and  if  any  of  the  said  persons,  who  are  disposed  to 
send  materials,  happen  to  live  in  the  country,  it  is 
desired  their  letters  may  be  either  franked,  or  the 
post  paid. 

This  collection  is  to  commence  with  the  year  1700, 
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and  be  continued  to  the  present  year,  1738.  The 
work  is  to  be  entitled,  "  The  Author's  Critical  His- 
tory of  his  own  times/* 

It  is  intended  to  be  printed  by  subscription,  in  a 
large  octavo ;  e^ch  volume  to  contain  five  hundred 
facts,  and  to  be  sold  for  a  British  crown.  The  author 
proposeth  that  the  whole  work  (which  shall  take  in 
the  period  of  thirty -eight*  years)  shall  be  contained 
in  eighteen  volumes. 

Whoever  shall  send  the  author  any  accounts  of 
persons;  who  have  performed  any  acts  .of  justice^ 
charity,  public  spirit,  gratitude,  fidelity,  or  the'  like, 
attested  by-  indubitable  witnesses  within  the  sume 
-period,  the  said  foots  shall  hie  printed  by  way  6f'ap* 
pendix  af  the  end  of  «ach  volume,  and  nb'  addition 
to  the  price  of  the  work  demanded.  But,  lest  any 
such  personis  luay  apprehend  thm  the  delating  t>( 
these  facts  may  be  injurious  to  their  -  r^putaliont, 
their  names  shall  not  be  set  down  wi^out  particu- 
lar direction.    '•  '^   »•    '• 

N.  B.  There  ^ill  be  a  small  number  printed  on 
royal  paper  for  the  curious,  at  only  ^i^o  British 
'crowns.  There  will  ako  be  the  eiligies  of  the  mdst 
eminent  persons  mentioned  in  this  work,  prefixed 
to  each  volume,  curiously  engraved  by  Mr  Hogarth. 
'  Subscriptions-  are  taken  in  by  the  printer  heredf, 
Sind  by  the  booksellers  of  London  and  Dubliji. 


K*   O  iiiii.    -.'.     '»:./•    'ill'  '■    .'  ••'  •   *        r  '      i\     . 


f 


1 


I     •   « 


C    «72    J 


CHARACTER  OF  AN  IRISH  SQUIRE. 


_  « 

£ybby  squire,  almost  to  a  man,  is  an  oppressor  of 
the  clergy,  a  racker  of  his  tenants^  a  jobber  of  all 
public  work9^  very  proud,  and  generally  illiterate. 
Two  neighbouring  squires,  although  they  be  inti- 
mate friends,  relations,  or  allies,  if  one  of  them  want 
two  hundred  foot  of  the  other's  land  contiguoas  to 
his  own,  which  vVould makeany  building  square, or 
jbis.  garden  uniform  (without  the  least  inconvenieDcy 
to^he  other),  he  shall  be  absolutely  refused  ;  or  (as 
the  utmost  mark  of  friendship)  shall  bel forced  to  pay 
for  it  twenty  times  more  than  the  value.  This  they 
,,call  pacing  for  your  conveniency  ;  which  is  direct- 
ly .contrary  to  the  very  letter  of  an  ancient  heathen 
inja^im  in  morality — That  whatever  benefit  we  caft 
,  confer  upon  another,  without  injuring  ourselves,  we 
are  bound  to  do  it  to  a  perjfect  stranger.  The  Es- 
quires take  the  titles  of  great  men,  with  as  little  cere- 
mony as  Alexander  Tor  C^^sar.  For  instance,  the 
great  ConoUy  *,  the  great  AVellesley  f,  the  great  Da- 
rner {. 


*  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.^i'H, 

+  Garret  Wellesley,  Esq,  who  left  a  very  large  estate  toWi 
first  cousin,  Richard  Colley,  Esq.  upon  his  taking  the  name  ot 
"Wellesle 7^  and  bearing  his  arms.    WhateTer  title  this  gendentt 
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A  fellow,  whose  father  was  a  butcher,  desiring  a 
lawyer  to  be  a  referee  in  some  little  brangle  between 
him  and  his  neighbour,  complained  that  the  lawyer 
excused  himself  in  the  following  manner : — ^Sir,  I  am 
your  most  humble  servant,  but  dare  not  venture  to 
interfere  in  the  quarrels  of  you  great  men.  Which 
I  take  to  be  just  of  a  piece  with  Harlequin's  swear- 
ing upon  his  honour.  JealoUsies,  quarrels,  and  other 
ruptures,  are  as  frequent  between  neighbouring 
squires,  and  from  the  same  motives;  the  former 
wrangling  about  their  meres  and  bounds,  as  the 
others  do  about  their  frontiers.  The  detestable 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  landlords  are  visible  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom. 


himself  may  1ia?jB  had  to  the  epithet  Great,  it  will  be  hardly  re« 
fused  to  his  descendant,  the  Marquis  of  Wellington. 

t  J.  I^mer,  Esq.  of  tbeconnty  of  Tipperary.  See  Vol,  XVI. 
f.  309. 
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ON  GIVING  BADGES  TO  THE  POOR. 


Deanery-house,  Sept  26,  1*196. 

1  HB  continued  concourse  of  beggars  from  all  parte 
of  the  kingdom  to  this  city,  having  made  it  impos- 
sible for  the  several  parishes  to  maintain  their  own 
poor,  according  to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  land; 
several  lord  mayors  did  apply  themselves  to  the  lord 
archbishop  of  Dublin,  that  his  grace  would  direct 
his  clergy,  and  his  church-wardens  of  the  said  city, 
to  appoint  badges  of  brass,  copper,  or  pewter,  to  be 
worn  by  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes.  The 
badges  to  be  marked  with  initial  letters  of  the  name 
of  each  church,  and  numbered  1,  9,  3,  &c.  and  to 
be  well  sewed  and  fastened  on  the  right  and  left 
shoulder  of  the  outward  garment  of  each  of  the  said 
poor,  by  which  they  might  be  distinguished.  And 
that  none  of  the  said  poor  should  go  out  of  their  own 
parish  to  beg  alms  ^  whereof  the  beadles  were  to 
*  take  care. 

His  grace  the  lord  archbishop  did  accordingly 
give  his  directions  to  the  clergy ;  which,  however, 
have  proved  wholly  ineffectual,  by  the  fraud,  per- 
verseness,  or  pride,  of  the  said  poor;  several  of  them 
openly  protesting,  "  they  will  never  submit  to  wear 
the  said  badges.  And  of  those  who  received  them, 
almost  every  one  keep  them  in  their  pockets,  or 
hang  them  in  a  string  about  their  necks,  or  fasten 
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them'unrier  their  coats,  not  to  be  seen,  by  which 
means  the  whole  design  is  eluded ;  so  that  a  man 
may  walk  from  one  end  of  the  town  to  another, 
without  seeing  one  beggar  regularly  badged,  and  in 
such  great  numbers,  that  they  are  a  mighty  nuisance 
to  the  public,  most  of  them  being  foreigners. 

It  is  therefore  proposed,  that  his  grace  the  lord 
archbishop  would  please  to  call  the  clergy  of  the 
city  together,  and  renew  his  directions  and  exhor- 
tations to  them,  to  put  the  affair  of  badges  effectually 
in  practice,  by  such  methods  as  his  grace  and  they 
shall  agree  upon.  And,  I  think  it  would  be  highly 
necessary,  that  some  paper  should  be  pasted  up,  in 
several  proper  parts  of  the  city,  signifying  this  order, 
and  exhortibg  all  people  to  give  no  alms  except  to 
those  poor  who  are  regularly  badged,  and  only  while 
they  are  in  the  precincts  of  their  own  parishes.  And 
if  something  like  this  were  delivered  by  the  ministers 
in  the  rieading-diesk,  two  or  three  Lord*s-days  sue 
cessively,  it  would  still  be  of  farther  use  to  put  this 
matter  upoA  a  right  foot.  And  that  all  who  offend 
against  this  regulation  be  treated  as  vagabonds  and 
sturdy  beggars. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 

ABOUT  MAINTAINING  THE  POOR. 


Wa  have  been  amused,  for  at  least  thirty  years 
past,  with  numberless  schemes,  in  writing  and  dis- 
course, both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  for  maintain* 
ing  the  poor,  and  setting  them  to  work,  especially 
in  this  city ;  most  of  which  were  idle,  indigested, 
or  visionary;  and  all  of  them  ineffectual,  as  it  has 
plainly  appeared  by  the  consequences.  Many  of 
those  projectors  were  so  stupid,  that  they  drew  a 

farallel  from  Holland  to  England,  to  be  settled  in 
reland ;  that  is  to  say,  from  two  countries  with  full 
freedom  and  encouragement  for  trade,  to  a  third 
where  all  kind  of  trade  is  cramped,  and  the  most  be« 
neficial  parts  are  entirely  taken  away.  But  the  per- 
petual infelicity  of  false  and  foolish  reasoning,  as 
well  as  proceeding  and  acting  upon  it,  seems  to  be 
fatal  to  this  country.  ^ 

For  my  own  part,  who  have  much  conversed 
with  those  folks  who  call  themselves  merchants,  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  met  with  a  more  ignorant 
and  wrong-thinking  race  of  people  in  the  very  first 
rudiments  of  trade ;  which,  however,  was  not  so 
much  owing  to  their  want  of  capacity,  as  to  the 
crazy  constitution  of  this  kingdom^  where  pedlars 
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are  better  qualified  to  thrive,  than  the  wisest  mer- 
chants. I  could  fill  a  volume  with  only  setting 
down  a  list  of  the  public  absurdities,  by  which  this 
kingdom  has  suffered  within  the  compass  of  my  own 
memory,  such  as  could  not  be  believed  of  any  na- 
tion, among  whom  folly  was  not  established  as  a 
law.  I  cannot  forbear  instancing  a  few  of  these, 
because  it  may  be  of  some  use  to  those  who  shall 
have  it  in  then*  power  to  be  more  cautious  for  the 
future  • 

The  first  was,  the  building  of  the  barracks; 
whereof  I  have  seen  above  one-half,  and  have  heard 
enough  of  the  rest,  to*  affirm  that  the  public  ha$ 
been  cheated  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  money 
raised  for  that  use,  by  the  plain  fraud  of  the  under- 
takers. 

Another  was  the  management  of  the  money  rais- 
ed for  the  Palatines ;  when,  instead  of  employing 
that  great  sum  in  purchasing  lands  in  some  remote 
and  cheap  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  there  planting 
those  people  as  a  colony,  the  whole  end  was  utterly 
defeated. 

A  third  is,  the  insurance  office  against  fire,  by 
which  several  thousand  pounds  are  yearly  remitted 
to  England  (a  trifle  it  seems  we  can  easily  spare) 
jsind  will  gradually  increase  until  it  comes  to  a  good 
national  tax :  for  the  society-marks  upon  our  houses 
(under  which  might  properly  be  written,  "  The 
Lx>rd  have  mercy  upon  us'')  spread  faster  and 
farther  than  the  colony  of  frogs  *.     I  have,  for 


#  This  similitude,  which  is  certainly  the  finest  that  could  pos« 
albly  have  been  used  upon  this  occasion,  seems  to  reqaire  a  short 
explication.  About  the  b^inoing  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Dr 
Gwythers,  a  physician,  and  fellovr  of  the  university  of  Dublin, 
brought  oTcr  with  him  a  parcel  of  frogs  from  £ngland  to  Irehmd| 
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above  twienty  years  past,  given  warning  several 
thousand  times  to  many  substantial  people,  and  to 
such  who  are  acquainted  with  lords  and  squires, 
and  the  like  great  folks,  to  any  of  whom  I  have  not 
the  honour  to  be  known ;  I  mentioned  my  daily 
fears,  lest  our  watchful  friends  in  England  might 
take  this  business  out  of  our  hands ;  and  how  easy 
it  would  be  to  prevent  that  evil,  by  erecting  a  so- 
ciety of  persons  who  had  good  estates,  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  that  noble  knot  of  bankers  under  the  style 
of"  Swift  and  CJompany.'*  But  now  we  are  be- 
come tributary  to  England,  not  only  for  materials  to 
light  our  own  fires,  but  for  engines  to  put  them 
out ;  to  which  if  hearth-money  be  added  (repealed 
in  England  as  a  grievance)  we  have  the  honour  to 
pay  three  taxes  for  fire. 

A  fourth  was  the  knavery  of  those  merchants,  or 
linen- manufacturers,  or  both,  when,  upon  occasion 
of  the  pli^ue  at  Marseilles,  we  had  a  fair  opportu- 
nity of  getting  into  our  hands  the  whole  linen-trade 
with  Spain ;  but  the  comxnodity  was  so  bad,  and 
held  at  so  high  a  rate,  that  almost  the  whole  cargo 
was  returned,  and  the '  small  rao^aiuder  sold  below 
the  prime  cost. 

So  many  other  particulars  of  the  same  nature 
crowd  into  my  thoughts,  that  I  anx  forced  to  stop  -^ 


m  order  to  propagate  the  species  ia  that  kiogdom^  and  thjKW 
them  mto  the  ditches  of  t))e  .(Jniversity  park  |  but  thej  ^11  pe- 
rished. WhereiipoQ  he  sent  to  England  for  some  bottles  of  the 
frog-&pawiu  ishich  he  threw  into  those  ditches,  hjc  whick  means 
the  species  of  frogs  was  propagated  in  that  kingdom.  Howeveri 
ihdr  number  was  so  «maU  in  the  year  17^0^  that  a  frog  nas  no- 
vhere  to  be  sees  in  Irelaad,  except  im  the  Beighbonrhood  of  ^the 
University  park :  but  within  six  oi!  seren  y^rs  after,  HhiBf 
spread  thirty,  forty,  or  Mty  miles  over  tke  countiry;  aad  s<»  at 
last,  by  degree^,  over  the  whole  nattoih<«-e]^  Su 
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and  the  rather  becsiuse  they  are  not  very  proper 
for  my  subject,  to  which  I  shall  now  return. 

Among  all  the  schemes  for  maintaining  the  poor 
of  the  city,  and  setting  them  to  work,  the  least 
weight  hasT  been  laid  ijpon  that  single  point  which 
is  of  the  greatest  importance  ;  I  mean,  that  of  keep- 
ing foreign '  beggars  from  swarming  hither  out  qf 
^very  part  of  the  country  •  for,  until  this  be  brought 
to  pass  effectually,  all  our  wise  rejisonings  and  pro- 
ceedings upon  theni  will  b^  vain  and  ridiculous. 

The  prodigious  number  of  beggars  throughout 
this  kingdom,  in  proportion  to  so  small  a  number 
of  people,  is  owing  to  niany  reasons :  to  the  laziness 
of  the  natives  ;  the  want  of  work  to  etnploy  then^ ; 
the  enormous  rents  paid  by  cottagers  for  their  mi- 
serable Cabins  and  potatoe-plots ;  their  early  mar- 
riages without  the  lea^t  prospect  of  establishment  5 
the  ruin  of  agriculture,  whereby  such  vast  numbers 
are  hindered  from  providing  their  own  bread,  and 
have  no  money  to  purchase  it ;  the  mortal  damp 
upon  all  kinds  of  trade,  and  many  other  circum- 
stances, too  tedious  or  invidious  to  mention. 

And  to  the  same  causes  we  owe  the  perpetual 
concourse  of  foreign  beggars  to  this  town,  the  coun- 
try landlords  giving  all  assistance,  except  money 
and  victuals,  to  drive  from  their  estates  those  miser- 
able creatures  they  have  undone. 

It  was  a  general  complaint  against  the  poor- 
house,  under  its  former  governors,  "  That  the  num- 
ber of  poor  in  this  city  did  not  lessen  by  taking 
three  hundred  into  the  house,  and  all  of  them  re- 
commended under  the  minister  and  churchwardens" 
hands  of  the  several  parishes :  and  this  complaint 
must  still  continue,  although  the  poor-house  should 
be  enlarged  to  maintain  three  thou$and,  or  even 
double  that  number. 
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The  revenues  of  the  poor-house,  as  it  is  now 
established,  amount  to  about  two  thousand  pounds 
a-year ;  whereof  two  hundred  allowed  for  offi- 
cers, and  one  hundred  for  repairs,  the  remaining 
seventeen  hundred,  at  four  pounds  a-head,  wi 
support  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  persons. 
This  is  a  favourable  allowance,  considering  that 
I  subtract  nothing  for  the  diet  of  those  officers, 
and  for  wear  and  tear  of  furniture;  and  if  every 
one  of  these  coUegiates  should  be  set  to  work, 
it  is  agreed  they  will  not  be  able  to  gain  by 
their  labour  above  one-fourth  part  of  their  main- 
tenance. 

At  the  same  time  the  oratorial  part  of  these  gen- 
tlemen seldom  vouchsafe  to  mention  fewer  than  fif- 
teen hundred  or  two  thousand  people,  to  be  main- 
tained in  this  hospital,  without  troubling  their  beads 
abput  the  fund,    ^i^    ♦    ♦    ♦ 
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A  PROPOSAL 

FOR  GIVING  BADGES  TO  THE  BEGGARS 

IN  ALL  THB  PARISHES  OP  DUBLIN. 


April  23,  1737. 

It  has  been  a  general  complaint,  that  the  poor- 
house  (especially  since  the  new  constitution  by  act 
of  parliament)  has  been  of  no  benefit  to  this  city,  for 
the  ease  of  which  it  was  wholly  intended,  I  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  it  many  years  before  it 
was  new-modelled  by  the  legislature  ;  not  from  any 
personal  regard,  but  merely  as  one  of  the  two  de^ns, 
who  are  of  course  put  into  most  commissions  that 
relate  to  the  city ;  and  I  have  likewise  the  honour 
to  have  been  left  out  of  several  commissions  upon 
the  score  of  party,  in  which  my  predecessors  time 
out  of  mind  have  always  been  members. 

The  first  commission  was  made  up  of  about  fifty 
persons,  which  were,  the  lord-mayor^,  alderman, 
and  sheriffs,  and  some  few  other  citizens;  the 
judges,  the  two  archbishops,  the  two  deans  of  the 
city,  and  one  or  two  more  gentlemen.  And  I  must 
confess  my  opinion,  that  the  dissolving  of  the  old 
commission,  and  establishing  a  new  one  of  near 
three  times  the  number,  have  been  the  great  cause 
#f  rendering  so  good  a  design  not  only  useless,  but 
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a  grievance  instead  of  a  benefit  to  the  city.  In  the 
present  commission  all  the  city  clergy  are  included, 
besides  a  great  number  of  squires ;  not  only  those 
who  reside  in  Dublin  and  the  neighbourhood,  but 
several  who  live  at  a  great  distance,  and  cannot  pos- 
sibly have  the  least  concern  fot  the  advantage  of  the 
city. 

At  the  few  general  meetings  that  I  have  attend- 
ed, since  the  new  establishment,  I  observed  very 
little  was  done  except  one  6r  two  acts  of  extreme 
justice,  which  I  then  thought  might  as  well  have 
been  spared ;  and  I  have  found  the  court  of  assist- 
ants usually  taken  up  in  little  wrangles  about  coach- 
men, and  adjusting  accounts  of  meal  and  small- 
beer;  which,  however  necessary,  might  sometimes 
have  given  place  to  matters  of  much  greater  mo- 
ment ;  I  mean  some  schemes  recommended  to  the 
general  board  for  answering  the  chief  ends  in  erect- 
ing and  establishing  such  a  poor-bouse,  and  endow# 
ing  it  with  so  considerable  a  revenue ;  and  the  prin- 
cipal end  1  take  to  have  been,  that  of  maintaining 
the  poor  and  orphans  of  the  city,  where  the  parish- 
es are  not  able  to  do  it ;  and  clearing  the  streets 
from  ail  strollers^  foreigners,  and  sturdy-beggars, 
with  which,  to  the  universal  complaint  and  admira- 
tion, t)ublin  is  more  infested  since  the  establishment 
of  the  poor-house,  than  it  was  ever  known  to  be 
since  its  first  erection. 

As  the  whole  fund  for  supporting  this  hospital  is 
raised  only  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  city ;  so  there 
can  be  hardly  any  thing  moretibsurd  than  to  see  it 
misemployed  in  maintaining  foreign  beggars,  and 
bastards,  or  orphans  of  farmers,  whose  country 
landlords  never  contributed  one  shilling  toward  their 
support.  1  would  engage  that  half  this  revenue,  if 
employed  with  common  care^  and  no  very  great  de* 
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grde  of  common  honesty,  would  maintain  all  the 
real  objects  of  charity  in  this  city,  except  a  small 
number  of  original  poor  in  every  parish,  who  might, 
without  being  burdensome  to  the  parishioners,  find 
a  tolerable  support. 

I  have  for  somfe  years  past  applied  myself  to  seve- 
ral lord-mayors,  and  the  late  archbishop  of  Dublin, 
for  a  remedy  to  this  evil  of  foreign  beggars ;  and 
they  all  appeared  ready  to  receive  a  very  plain  pro- 
posal, I  mean  that  of  badging  the  original  poor  of 
every  parish  who  begged  in  the  streets ;  that  the 
said  beggars  should  be  confined  to  their  own  parish^ 
es  J  that  they  should  wear  their  badges  well  sown 
upon  one  of  their  shoulders,  always  visible,  on  pain 
of  being  whipped  and  turned  out  of  town,  or  what- 
ever legal  punishitient  may  be  thought  proper  and 
effectual.  But,  by  the  wrong  way  of  thinking  in 
some  clergymen,  and  the  indifference  of  others,  this 
method  was  perpetually  defeated,  to  their  own  con- 
tinual disquiet,  which  they  do  not  ill  deserve:  and 
if  the  grievance  affected  only  them,  it  would  be  of 
less  consequence,  because  the  renrtedy  is  in  thei^ 
own  power :  but  all  street-walkers  and  shopkeepers 
bear  ^n  equal  share  in  its  hourly  vexation. 

I  never  heard  more  than  one  objection  against  this 
elcpedient  of  badging  the  poor,  and  confining  their 
walkd  to  their  several  parishes.  The  objection  Was 
this ;  What  shall  we  do  with  the  foreign  beggars  ? 
teust  they  be  left  to  starve?  I  answered,  No;  but 
tbey  must  be  driven  and  whipped  out  of  town ;  and 
let  the  next  country  parish  do  as  they  please,  or  ra- 
ther, after  the  practice  in  England,  send  them  from 
one  parish  to  another,  until  they  reach  their  own 
homes.  By  the  old  laws  of  England,  still  in  force, 
every  parii^  is  bound  to  maintain  its  own  poor ; 
a^d  the  fliolter  is  of  no  such  consequence  in  ihi^ 
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point  as  some  would  make  it,  whether  a  country 
parish  be  rich  or  poor.     In  the  cemoter  and  poorer 
parishes  of  the  kingdom,  all  necessaries  of  life  pro- 
per for  poor  people  are  comparatively  cheaper ;  I 
mean  buttermilk,  oatmeal,  „  potatoes,  and  other  ve- 
getables;  and  every  farmer  or  cottager,  who  is  not 
himself  a  beggar,  can  spare  sometimes  a  sup  or  a 
morsel,  not  worth  the  fourth  part  of  a  farthing,  to 
an  indigent  neighbour  of  his  own  parish,  who  is 
disabled  from  work.     A  beggar  native  of  the  parish 
IS  known  to  the  squire,  to  the  church*minister,  to 
the  popish  priest,  or  the  conventicle-teacher,    as 
well  as  to  every  farmer ;  he  has  generally  some  re- 
lations able  to  live,  and  contribute  something  to  his 
maintenance:   none   of  which  advantages  can  be 
reasonably  expected  on  a  removal  to  places  where 
he  is  altogether  unknown.      If  he  be   not  quite 
maimed,  he  and  his  trull,  and  litter  of  brats  (if  he 
has  any)  may  get  half  their  support  by  doing  some 
kind  of  vork  in  their  power,  and  thereby  be  less 
burdensome  to  the  people.    In  short,  all  necessaries 
of  life  grow  in  the  country,  and  not  in  cities,  and 
are  cheaper  where  they  grow ;  nor  is  it  equitable 
that  beggars  should  put  us  to  the  charge  of  giving 
them  victuals,  and  the  carriage  too. 

But  when  the  spirit  of  wandering  takes  him,  at- 
tended by  his  females  and  their  eq^uipage  of  children, 
he  becomes  a  nuisance  to  the  whole  country  j  he 
and  his  females  are  thieves,  and  teach  the  trade  of 
steahng  to  their  brood  of  four  years  old ;  and  if  his 
infirmities  be  counterfeit,  it  is  dangerous  for  a  single 
person  unarmed  to  meet  him  on  the  road.  He  wan- 
^ers  from  one  county  to  another,  but  still  with  ar 
view  to  this  town,  where  he  arrives  at  last,  and  en- 
joys all  the  privileges  of  a  DuWin  beggar. 

I  dp  not  wonder  that  the  country  squires  should 
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be  vtty  willing  to  send  up  their  colonies ;  but  why 
the  city  should  be  content  to  receive  them,  is  be* 
yond  my  imagination. 

If  the  city  were  obliged  by  their  charters  to  main- 
tain a  thousand  beggars,  they  could  do  it  cheaper 
by  eighty  per  cent,  a  hundred  miles  off,  than  in  this 
town,  or  in  any  of  its  suburbs. 

There  is  no  village  in  Connaught,  that  in  pro- 
portion shares  so  deeply  in  the  daily  increasing 
miseries  of  Ireland,  as  its  capital  city ;  to  which 
miseries  there  hardly  remained  any  addition,  except 
the  perpetual  swarms  of  foreign  beggars,  who  might 
}ye  banished  in  a  month,  without  expence,  and  with 
very  little  trouble. 

As  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  street  beggars,  I  find  some  weak  attempt^ 
have  been  made  in  one  or  two  parishes  to  promote 
the  wearing  of  badges ;  and  my  first  question  to 
those  who  ask  an  alms  is,  **  Where  is  your  badge  ?" 
I  have,  in  several  years,  met  with  about  a  dozen 
who  were  ready  to  produce  them,  some  out  of  their 
pockets,  others  from  under  their  coats,  and  two  or 
three  on  their  shoulders,  only  covered  with  a  sort  of 
capes,  which  they  could  lift  up  or  let  down  upon 
occasion.  They  are  too  lazy  to  work  5  they  are  not 
afraid  to  steal,  nor  ashamed  to  beg ;  and  yet  are  too 
proud  to  be  seen  with  a  badge,  as  many  of  them 
have  confessed  to  me,  and  not  a  few  in  very  inju« 
rious  terms,  particularly  the  females-  They  all  look 
upon  such  an  obligation  as  a  high  indignity  done 
to  their  office.  I  appeal  to  alt  indifferent  people^ 
whether  such  wretches  deserve  to  be  relieved.  As 
to  myself,  I  must  confess,  this  absurd  insolence  has 
so  affected  me,  that  for  several  years  past  I  have  not 
disposed  of  one  single  farthing  to  a  street- beggar, 
nor  intend  to  do  so  tmtil  I  see  a  better  regulation  i 
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the  literal  meaning  of.  the  word,  as  it  is  usnalTy  un- 
derstood by  protestants.  It  seems  the  justices  of  the 
peace  and  parish-officers  in  the  western  coasts  of 
England,  have  a  good  while  followed  the  trade  of 
exporting  hither  their  snpemumerary  beggars,  in  on- 
der  to  advance  the  English  protestant  interest  among 
us  ;  and  these  they  are  so  kind  as  to  send  over  graiis, 
and  duty  free,  i  have  had  the  honour,  more  than 
once,  to  attend  large  cargoes  of  them  from  Chester 
to  Dublin  :  and  I  was  then  so  ignorant  as  to  give 
my  opinion,  that  our  city  should  receive  them  into 
Bridewell,  and  after  a  month's  residence,  having 
been  well  whipped  twice  a  day,  fed  with  bran  and 
water,  and  put  to  hard  labour,  they  should  be  re- 
turned honestly  back  with  thanks,  as  cheap  as  they 
came :  or,  if  that  were  not  approved  of,  I  proposed, 
that  whereas  one  Englishman  is  allowed  to  be  of 
equal  intrinsie  value  with  twelve  born  in  Ireland, 
we  should,  in  justice,  return  them  a  dozen  for  one» 
to  dispose  of  as  they  please. 

As  to  the  native  poor  of  this  city,  there  would  be 
little  or  no  damage  in  confining  them  to  their  seve^ 
ral  parishes.  For  instance :  a  beggar  of  the  parish 
of  St  Warburgh's,  or  any  other  parish  b?re,  if  be 
be  an  object  of  compassion,  has  an  equal  chance  to 
receive  his  proportion  of  alms  from  every  charitable 
hand :  because  the  inhabitants,  one  or  otheis  walk 
through  every  street  in  town,  and  give  their  alms 
without  considering  the  place,  wherever  they  think 
it  may  be  well-disposed  of ;  and  these  helps,  added 
to  what  they  get  in  eatables  by  going  from  house 
to  house  among  the  gentry  and  citizens,  will,  with- 
out being  very  burdensome,  be  sufficient  to  keep 
them  alive. 

It  is  true,  the  poor  of  the  suburb  parishes  will  not 
have  altogether  the  same  advantage,  because  they 
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are  itot  equally  in  the  road  of  business  and  passea- 
gers ;  but  here  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  the  beg- 
gars there  have  not  so  good  a  title  to  public  charity, 
because  most  of  them  are  strollers  from  the  country, 
and  compose  a  principal  part  of  that  great  nuisance 
which  we  ought  to  remove.  I  should  be  apt  to 
think,  that  few  things  can  be  more  irksome  to  a  city 
minister,  than  a  number  of  beggars  which  do  not 
belong  to  his  district ;  whom  he  has  no  obligation  to 
take  care  of,  who  are  no  part  of  his  flock,  and  who 
take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouths  of  those  to  whom  it 
properly  belongs.  When  I  mention  this  abuse  to  any 
minister  of  a  city  parish,  he  usually  lays  the  fault  upon 
the  beadles,  who,  he  says,  are  bribed  by  the  foreign 
beggars ;  and,  as  those  beadles  often  keep  alehouses, 
they  find  their  account  in  such  customers.  This 
evil  might  easily  be  remedied,  if  the  parishes  would 
make  some  small  addition  to  the  salaries  of  beadles^ 
smd  be  more  careful  in  the  choice  of  those  officers. 
But  I  conceive  there  is  one  effectual  method  in  the 
power  of  every  minister  to  put  in  practice  ;  I  mean, 
by  making  it  the  interest  of  all  his  own  original 
poor  to  drive  out  intruders ;  for,  if  the  parish  beg- 
gars were  absolutely  forbidden  by  the  minister  and 
church-officers  to  suffer  .strollers  to  come  into  the 
parish,  upon  pain  of  themselves  not  being  permit- 
ted to  beg  alms  at  the  church  doors,  or  at  the  houses 
and  shops  of  the  inhabitants,  they  would  prevent  in- 
teriopers  more  effectually  than  twenty  beadles. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  the  great 
indiscretion  of  our.  city  shopkeepers,  who  suffer 
their  doors  to  be  daily  besieged  by  crowds  of  beg- 
gars (as  the  gates  of  a  lord  are  by  duns),  to  the  great 
disgust  and  vexation  of  many  customers,  who  I 
have  frequently  observed  to  .  go  to  other  shops, 
rather  than  mffer  such  apei^sj^ution ;  which  might 
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easily  be  avoided,  if  no  fbreiga  beggars  were  allow- 
ed to  infest  them. 

Wherefore  I  do  assert,  that  the  shopkeepers,  who 
are  the  greatest  complainers  of  this  grievance,  la- 
menting that  for  every  customer  they  are  worried 
by  fifty  beggars,  do  very  well  deserve  what  they 
suffer,  when  an  apprentice  with  a  horsewhip  is  able 
to  lash  every  beggar  from  the  shop,  who  is  not  of  the 
parish,  and  does  not  wear  the  badge  of  that  parish 
on  his  shoulder,  well  fastened,  and  fairly  visible  -, 
and  if  this  practice  were  universal  in  every  house  to 
all  the  sturdy  vagrants,  we  should  in  a  few  weeks 
clear  the  town  of  all  mendicants,  except  those  who 
have  a  proper  title  to  our  charity ;  as  for  the  aged  and 
infirm,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  give  ^hem  nothing, 
and  then  they  must  starve,  or  follow  their  brethren. 

It  was  the  city  that  first  endowed-  this  hospital ; 
and  those  who  afterward  contributed^  astfeey  were 
such  who  generally  inhabited  here,  so  they  intended 
what  they  gave  to  be  for  the  use  of  the-  city's  poor. 
The  revc^nues  which  have  since  been  raised  by  par- 
liament, are  wholly  paid  by  the  city^  without  the 
least  charge  upon  any  other  part  of  tfee^  kingdom ; 
and  therefore,  nothiitg  could  more  def^^atthe  origi- 
nal design,  than  to  misapply  thoserevenues  on  strol- 
ling  beggars  or  bastards  from  the  cpontry,  which 
bears  no  share  in  the  charges  we  are  at. 

If  some  of  the  out-pari^bes  be  overburdened  with 
poor,  the  reason  must  be,  that  the  greatest  part  of 
those  poor  are  strollers  from  the  country,  who  nes- 
tle themselves  where  they  can  find  the  cheapest 
lodgings,  and  from  thence  infest  evei-y  part  of  the 
town ;  out  of  which  they  oughVto  be  whipped  as  a 
most  insufferable  nuisance,  being  nothing  else  but  a 
profligate  clan  of  thieves,  drunkards,  heathens  and 
whoremongers^  fitter  to  be  rooted  out  of  the  face  of 
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the  earth,  than  suffered  to  lev.y'a  vast  annual  tax  npf* 
on  the  city,  tvhich  shares  too  deep  in  the  public  mi-9 
series,  brought  an  us  by  the  oppressions  we  li^  un- 
der from  our  neighbours,  our  brethren,  our  oountryt 
men,  our  fellow^  protestants,  and  fe11ow*subjects. 

Some  time  ago  I  was  appointed  one  of  a  com* 
mittee  to  inquire  imto  the  state  of  the  workhouse ; 
where  we  found  that  a  charity  was  bestowed  by  a 
great  person  for.  a  certain  tihie,  which  in  it&  conser 
quences  operated  Very  much  to  the  detriment  of  the 
house.;  for,  when  the  time  was  elapsed,  aU  those 
who  were  supported  by  that  charity  continued  on 
the  same  foot  with  the  rest  of  the  foundation ;  and 
being  generally  a  pack  of  profligate,  vagabond 
wretches  from  several  parts  of  the  kingdom,  cojr** 
rupted  all  the  rest ;  so  partial,  or  treacherous,  or  in* 
tere^ed^.  or  ignorant,  or  mistaken^  are  generally  all 
recommenders,  not  only  to  employments,  hut  even 
to  charity  itself. 

I  know  it  is  complained  of,  that  the  dilficulty  of 
driving  foreign  beggars  out  of  the  city  is  charged 
upon  the  bellowers  (as  they  are  called),  who  ^nd 
their  accounts  best  in  sui&ring  those  vagrants  to  folr 
low  their  trade  through  every  part  of  the  town. 
But  this  abuse  might  easily  be  remedied,  and  very 
much  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  city,  if  better 
salaries  were  given  to  those  who  execute  that  office 
in  the  several  parishes,  and  would  make  it  their  in- 
terests to  clear  the  town  of  those  caterpillars,  rather 
than  hazard  the  loss  of  an  employment  that  would 
give  them  an  honest  livelihood.  But,  if  that  should 
fail,  yet  a  general  resolution  of  never  giving  charity 
to  a  street-beggar  out  of  his  own  parish,  or  without 
a  visible  badge,  would  infallibly  force  all  vagrants 
to  depart. 

There  is  generally  a  vagabond  spirit  in  beggars*, 
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which  ought  to  be  discouraged  and  severely  punish-* 
ed.  It  is  owing  to  the  same  causes  that  drove  them 
into  poverty;  I  mean  idleness,  drunkenness,  and 
rash  marriages,  without  the  least  prospect  of  sup* 
porting  a  family  by  honest  endeavours^  which  never 
came  into  their  thoughte.  It  is  observed,  that  hard- 
ly one  begfifar  in  twenty  looks  upon  himself  to  be 
relieved  by  receiving  bread,  or  other  food ;  and  they 
have  in  this  town  been  frequently  seen  to  pour  out 
of  their  pitchers  good  broth,  tliat  has  been  given 
them,  into  the  kennel ;  neither  do  they  much  regard 
clothes,  unless  to  sell  them ;  for  their  rags  are  part 
of  their  tools  with  which  they  work;  they  want 
only  ale,  brandy,  and  other  strong  liquors,  which 
cannot  be  had  without  money ;  and  money,  as  they 
conceive,  always  abounds  in  the  metropolis. 

I  had  some  other  thoughts  to  offer  upon  this  sub- 
ject. But,  as  I  am  a  desponder  in  my  nature,  and 
have  tolerably  well  discovered  the  disposition  of  our 
people,  who  never  will  move  a  step  toward  easing 
themselves  from  any  one  i^ingle  grievaiice,  it  will 
be  thought  that  I  have  already  said  too  much,  and 
to  little  or  no  purpose,  which  has  often  been  the  fate 
or  fortune  of  the  writer. 

J.  Swift. 
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